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PREFACE 


TO Hii. 

FIRST EDirrON 


or run 

HISTORICAL SVRFEY OP ST. DOMINGO. 

1796 . 

3oon after I had published the History of the 
British Colonies in the West Indies, I conceived 
the design of compiling a general account t>f the 
settlements made by all the nations of Europe 
in that part of the New Hemisphere, but more 
particularly the French, whose possessions were 
undoubtedly the most valaable and productive of 
the whole Archipelago. This idea suggested it- 
self to me on surveying the rnateriiils I had col- 
lected with regard to their principal colony in 
St. Domingo ; not doubting, as the fortune of 
war had placed viilder the British dominion ail or 
most of the other French Islands, that 1 should 
easdy |)rocure^ such particnlars of the condition, 
population, add culture of each, as would enable 
me' to complete my design, with credit to myseli^ 
and satisfaction to the public. I am sorry to ob- 
serve, that in this expectation I have lutheftp fobnd 
myself disappointed. The present pnbhcatioa 
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therefore, is confined wholly to St. Domingo ; 
concerning which, having personally visited that 
unhappy Country soon after the revolt of the ne- 
groes in 1791, and formed connexions there, 
which have supplied me with regular communi- 
cations ever since, I possess a nnss of evidence, 
and important documents. My motives for go- 
ing thither, are of little consequence to the pub- 
lic ; but the circumstance which occasioned the 
voyage, the reception I met with, and the sitna 
tion in whicit I found the wretched Inhabitants, 
cannot fail of being interesting to the reader ; .ind 
1 flatter myself that a short account of tho‘*e par 
ticulars, while it confers some degree of authenti- 
city on my labours, will not be thought an im- 
proper Introduction to my Bf)ok. 

In the month of Septembir !/})!, win n f w.'iv 
at Spanish 'fown in Jamaica, two French Gentle- 
men were introduced to me, who were just arrived 
from St. Domingo, with information that the ne- 
gro slaves belongiing to the Freneh jnut of th.it 
island, to the nninber, as was believed, of U) 0 , 00 (t 
and upwards, had* revolted, and were spreading 
death and desolation over the whole of the north- 
ern |)rovince. They reported that the governor- 
general, considering thf situation of the eoloily 
a common cause among -the white inhabitants 
| 0 ff all nations in the West Indies, had dispatched 
comnussioners to the neighbouring islands, as well 
as to the States of North America, to request im- 
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mediate assistance of troops, arms, ammuiil/- 
tion, and provisions ; and that thenfsclves were 
deputed on the same errand to the Government at 
Jamaica ; T was accordingly desired to present 
them to the Earl of Effingham, the commander 
in chief. Although the dispatches with which 
these gentlemen were furnished, were certainly a 
very sufficient introduction to his lordship, I did 
Jiot he«itdte to comply with their request ; and it 
is scarcely necessary to observQ, that the liberal 
and enlarged mind which animated every part of 
Lord Effingham’s conduct, needed no solicitation, 
in a case of beneficence and humanity. Superior to 
national prejudice, he fidt, as a man and a Chris- 
tian ought to feel, for the calamities of fellow men ; 
and he saw, in its full extent, the danger to which 
cvciv isl.ind in the West Indies would be exposed 
from .such an example, if the triumph of savage 
anarchy over all order and government .should be 
complete. lie therefore, without hesitation, a»- 
sured the commissioners that they might depend 
on receiving from the government of Jamaica, 
every assistance and succour which it was in his 
power to give. Troops he could not offer, for 
lie had them not ; but he said he would ftir- 
nish arms, ammunition, and provisions, and he 
promised to consult with the distinguished Of- 
ficer commanding in the naval department, con- 
cerning tjie propriety of sending up one or more 
of his Majesty’s ships ; the commissioners liat^- 
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ing suggested that the appearance in their fiar- 
bours of a few vessels of war might ser\ e to inti- 
midate the insurgents, and keep them at a flistance, 
. while the necessary defences and intrcnchments 
were making to preset ve the city of Cape Fran- 
cois from an attack. 

Admiral Affleck (as from his known worth 
and general character might have hern expected) 
very cheerfully co-operated on this occasion with 
Tx»rd Etfinghani ; ,and immediately issued orders 
to the captains of the Blonde and Daphne fri- 
gates to proceed, in company with a sloop of 
war, foithwith to Cape Francois. The Centu- 
rion was soon afterw.irds orderetl to Port au 
Prince. The Blonde being conmuinded by iny 
amiable and lamented friend, Captain William 
Affleck, who kindly undertook to <-onvcy the 
French commissioners hack to St. Domingo, I 
was easily persuaded to accompany them thither ; 
and some other gentlemen of Jamaica joined the 
party. 

We arrived in the harbour of Cape Francois 
in the evening of the 26th of September, and the 
first object which arrested our attention as we ap- 
proached, was a dreadful scene of devastation by 
fire. The noble plain adjoining the C’ape was co- 
vered with ashes, and the surrounding hills, as far 
as the eye could I'cach, every where presented to 
us rains still smoking, and houses and pldXitations 
ftt that moment in flames. It was a sierht more 
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terrible than the mind of any man, unaccustomed 
to such a scene, can easily conceive. 'The inhabi* 
ants of the toipn being assembled on the beach, 
directed all their attention towards U8, and we 
landed amidst a crowd of spectators who. with 
uplifted hands and streaming eyes, gave welcome 
io their deliverers (for such they considered ns) 
and acclamations of vwent les Anglois resounded 
from every quarter. 

The governor of St. Domingo, at that time, 
was the unfortunate General Blanchelande ; a 
marshal de camp in the French service, who has 
since perished on the scaffold. He did us the ho- 
noor to receive us on the quay. A committee of 
the colonial assembly, accompanied by the go- 
vernor’s only son, an amiable and accomplishedi 
youth*, had before attended us on board the 
Blonde, and we were immediately conducted to 
the place of their meeting. The scene was strik- 
ing and solemn. The- ball was splendidly illumi- 
nated, and all the members appeared in mourning. 
Chairs were placed for us within the bar, and the 
Governor baying taken his seat on the right 
hand of the F^ident, tlte latter addressed ns in 
an eloqu^t and affecting oration, of which the 
following Is as literal a translation, as the idiom of 

the two langoages will admit ; 

i! .n v- . 

* Thiat^ung gentleman likewise perished by theguiSotioe 
under the tyranny of J[lobe$pierre. He was massacred at jParis;; 
on the 2<H)k (fttly 1794, in the" twentieth year of his age. ' 
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" Wo were not mistaken^ Gentlemen, when we 
“ placed our confidence in your generosity , but 
we could hardly entertain the hope, that, besides 
“ sending us succours, you would come in person 
‘‘ to give us consolation. You have quitted, with- 
“ out reluctance, the peaceful enjoyment of hap- 
“ piness at home, to come and participate in the 
“ misfortunes of strangers, and blend your tears 
“ with ours. Scenes of misery (the contemplation 
‘‘ of which, to those who arc unaccustomed to 
“ misfortune, is commonly disgusting) have not 
“ suppressed j/oi/r feelings. You have been wil- 
ling to ascertain the full extent of our distresses, 
and to pour into our wounds the salutary balm 
“ of your sensibility and compassion 

“ The picture which has been drawn of our ca- 
“ laraitics, you will find has fallen shoit of the rea- 
“ lity. That verdure with whic'h our fields were 
“ lately arrayed, is no longer visible ; discoloured 
“ by the ilanies, and laid waste by the devastations 
“ of warj' our cxwsts exhibit no prospect hut that 
“ of desolation. The emblems which we wear on 
our persons/ are the tokens of our grief for the 
“ loss of our brethren, who were surprized, and 
cruelly assassinated, by the revolters. 

It is by the glare of the confiagrations that 
« every way surround us, ibat^we now deliberate t 
** we are compelled to sit ^rmed and* watchful 
** through the night, to keep the enemy from our 
aanctiiary. For a ]q 9^ past botoiAs 
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** ha\e be^n depressed by sorrow ; they experience 
‘‘ this day, for the first time, the sweet emotions of 
" pleasure, in beholding yon amongst ns. 

“ Generous islanders ! humanity has operated 
“ powerfully on your hearts yon have yielded to 
** the first emotion of your getferosity, in the hopes 
" of snatching us from death ; for it is aheady too 
“ late to save us from misery. What a contrast bc- 
tween your conduct, and that of otht r nations ! 
We will avail oni'selves of your henevoleuee ; 
“ but the days you preserve tons, will not be suffi- 
“ cient to manifest our gratitude; our children 
“ shall keep it in remembrance. 

“ Regenerated France, unapprized that sueh 
calamities might befal us. has taken no measures 
to protect us against their effects : with what 
“ admiration will she learn, that, without your 
“ assistance, we should no longer exist as a dc- 
pendency to any nation. 

“ The Commissioners deputed by us to the 
“ island of Jamaica, have informed ns of yOnr ex- 
“ ertions to serve us.-r— Receive the assurance of 
“ our attachment and sensibility. 

“ The Governor-general of this island, whose 
sentiments perfectly accord trith our Own, par- 
“ tieipates eijnally in the joy tfre feel at your pre- 
“ sence, and in our gratitnde for the assistance 
“ you have brought ns.” 

At this Jj^ctore, Colonists in St. 

Domingo, however they might have been divided in 
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polif.ical sentiments on former occasions, seemed to 
be softened, by the sense of common suffering, intt* 
perfect, unanimity. All descriptions of persons 
• joined in one general outcry against the National 
Assembly, to whose proceeding.s were imputed 
all their disasters. ' This opinion was indeed so 
widely disseminated, and so deeply rooted, as to 
create a very 'strong disposition in the white in- 
habitants of Cape Francois, to i enO i'nce their -.i]- 
legiance to the mother country. The blac?^ 
cockade was universally substituted in place of 
tlve tri-colonrcd one, and very earnest w'«]^es 
.were avowed In all companies, tvithout scruple or 
restraint, that the British administration would 
send an armament to conquer the island, or rather 
to receiv'e its voluntary surrender from the. inha- 
bitants. What tht-y wished might hayipeti,, they 
persuaded themselves to believe was actually in 
conteinjdation ; "and this idea sof>n became so 
prevalent, as to jdace the author of this work in an 
awkward situation. The sanguine disposition ob- 
servable in the French character, has been noticed 
by all who have visited them ; but in this case their 
credulity grew to a height that , was extravagant 
and even ridiculous. ' By the kindness of the Earl ' 
of Effingham, I was favoured with A letter of in- 
troduction to the ..Governor-general ; and my re-_ 
ception, . both by Mi .Blanchelande and the colo- 
hi^ assembly. Was such as not only tpi excite the 
public attention, but^a^^ t^, induce 
belief th^t no common .motive hadi Drought me 
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thither. Tlie suggestions of in<livi<luais to this 
purpose, beeame perplexing auil troublfsoiijo. As- 
surances on my part, tliat I had no views, bevond 
tlie gratification of curiosity, bad no other jfFeol 
than to call forth comincntbitions on iny prudence. 
It was settled, that I was an agent of the English 
ministiy. sent purposely to sound the inclinations 
of the I^oloiJists towards the Government of Groat 
Hrii cn, psep ratury t<i an invasion of the country 
’■s a Btitish .(linamerit; andthcirwishesandinrli- 
n->ij'm» t o vt]*ei iting with this idea, gave rise to 
runi'v strange applications which were made to me ; 
«n;ue ot itjcm of so lutlierous a nature, as no powers 
oi taco could easily wnthstand. 

'I hiN circumstance is not retoided from the vain 
irsihitior of shewing my own importance. Tlic 
i\ad- r x(t ihe following pages will discover its ap- 
plitation : and, perhaps, it may induce him to 
make some allowance for that conBdent expecta- 
tion o^ sure and ipeedy success, which afterwards 
led to attempts, by the British arms, against this 
ill-fiited country, with means that must otherwise 
have been thought at the time, — as in the sequel 
i they have, unhappily proved, altogether inade- 
quate to the object in view,,* 

The ravages of the rebellion, during the time 
that I remained at Cape Fjfanjpois, extended in all 
directions. ^ The whole of the plain of the Cape, 
with the exception of one plantation which ad- 
joined the were likewise 
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tlie Parish of Limonade, and most of the settle- 
ments in the mountains adjacent. The Parish of 
Limb6 was every where on fire ; and before my 
departure, the rebels had obtained possession of 
the bay and forts at I’Acul, as well as the districts 
of Fort Dauphin, Dondon, and La Grande Ri- 
viere. 

Destruction every where marked thier pro- 
gress, and resistance set*med to be considered by 
the whites, not only as unavailing in the present 
conjuncture, but as hopeless in future. To fill 
up the measure of their calamities, their Spanish 
neighbours in the same island, with a spirit of bi- 
gotry and hatred which is, I believe, without an 
example in the world, refused to lend any assist- 
ance towards suppressing a reVolt, in the issue of 
which common reason should have informed them, 
that their own preservation was implicated equally 
with that of the Ftench. They were even accused 
not only of supplying th6 rebels with arms and 
provisions ; but also of delivering up to them to 
be murdered, many unhanpj^ French planters who 
had fled for refuge to the Spanish territories, and 
receiving money from the rebels' ' as fh,e price of * 
th«|r bloo'd. Of these latter 'charges, howevta*, no 
pIlDof was, 1 believe, ever produced ; and, for the 
honour of human nature, I am unwilling to be- 
lieve that they are trae.^ 

iTo myself, the case appeared altogether despe- 
rate firom the beginiil(l|^ the most 
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respectable and best informed persons in Cajie 
Francois (some of them in high stations) assured 
me, in confidence, that they concurred in this 
opinion. The merchants and importers of Euro- 
pean manufactures, apprehending every hour the 
destruction of the town, as n^uch from incendiaries 
within, as from the rebels without, offered their 
goods for ready money at half the usual prices ; 
and applications were made to Captain Affleck, 
by persons of all descriptions, for permission to 
embark in the Blonde for Jamaica. Tlie interpo- 
sition of the colonial government obliged* him to 
reject their solicitations ; but means were con- 
trived to send on board consignments of money 
to a great amount ; and I know that other con- 
veyances were found, by which effects to a consi- 
derable value were exported both to Jamaica, and 
the states of North America. 

Under these circumstances, . it very naturally 
occurred to me to direct my enquiries towards the 
state of the colony previous to the revolt, and col- 
lect authentic information on the spot, concern- 
ing the primary cause, and suijsequent progress, of 
the widely extended rain before me. Strongly 
impressed with the gloomy idea, that the only 
memorial of this once flourishing colony would 
soon be found in the records of history, I was de- 
sirous that my own country and fellow-colonists, in 
]amenyng„its catastrophe/ might the same time 

My mea^s^of 
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information were too valuable to be neglec U'd, <md 
I determined to avail myself of them. The Go- 
vernor-general furnished me with copies of all the 
papers and details of office thet I solicited, with a 
politeness that augmented the favour. The fete 
of this unhappy gentleman, two years afterwaids? 
gave me infinite concern. Like bis royal master, he 
was unfortunately called to a station to which his 
abilities were not competent; and in times when 
perhaps no abilities would have availed him. 

The President of the colonial assembly, at the 
time of hay arrival, was M. de Oaduesh, who some 
time afterwards took up his icsidtufe, and held an 
important office, in Jamaica lie was a man of 
very distinguished talents, and withal strongly and 
sincerely attached to the British government, of 
which, if it were proper, I could furnish unques- 
tionable proof* This gentleman di<w up, at iny 
request, a short account of the oi igin and progress 
of the rt hellion ; and after my return to Bngland, 
favoured me with his correspondence. Many im- 
portant farts, Avhich are given in this work, are 
given on his g,uthority. 

To M. Deldire, a very considerable and resped- 
able merchant ill the town of the Cape, who has 
since removed to the state qf South Carolina, I 


* jljl'aflerwardi accompanied General WtUiamson back to 
St.flpPhiingo, and was killed as I have heard, bnsdly luur- 
detfl^ in a duel at Port au Pric^, hy A|te eo^trymen. 
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was indebted for a similar narrative, drawn up by 
himself in the English language, of which he is a 
veiy competent master. It is brief, but much to 
the purpose ; displays an intimate knowledge of 
the concerns of the colony, and traces, with great 
acuteness, its disasters to their .source. 

But the friend from whose superior knowledge 
I have derived my chief information in all respects, 
is the gentleman alluded to in the marginal itote 
to p. 120 of the follovring sheets ; and I sincerely 
regret, that ill fortune has so pursued him as to 
render it improper in this work to express to liim, 
by ?iame, the obligations I owe to bis kindness. 
After a narrow escape from the vengeance of those 
merciless men, Santhonax and Polverel, he was in> 
duced to return to St. Domingo, to look after his 
property ; and, I grieve to say, that he is again 
fallen into the hands of his enemies. He found 
means, however, previous to his present confine- 
ment, to convey to me many valuable papers ; and, 
among others, a^-«opy of that most curious and 
important .document, the dying deposition or 
testament of Ogfe, mentioned in the fourth chapter? 
and printed at large among the additional notes 
and illustrations at the end of my work. Of this 
paper (the communication of tyhich, in proper 
time, would have preventeSi the dreadfijil scenes 
that followed) although 1 had ftequently heard, 1 
had long doubt^ the existence* . Its suppression 
by the persc^ & vrhoin Jt tras d^tyered by the 
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wretched sufferer, appeared to be an act of such 
monstrous and unexampled wickedness, that, until 
I saw the paper itself, I could not credit the charge. 
Whether M. Blanehelande was a party concerned 
in this atrocious proceeding, as my friend asserts, 
I know not If be was guilty, he has justly paid 
the foi feit of his crime; and although, believing 
him innocent, I mourned over his untimely fate, 
I scruple 7iot to avow my opinion, tliat if be had 
possessed a thousand lives, the loss of them all had 
not been a sufficient atonement, in so enormous a 
case, to violated justice ! 

Such wcie the motives that induced me to un- 
dertake this Historical Survey of the French part 
of St. Domingo, and such are the authorities from 
whence I have derived my information concerning 
those calamitous events which have brought it to 
ruin. Yet I vrill frankly confess, that, if I have 
any credit with the public as an author, I am not 
sure this work will add to my reputation. Cvery 
writer must rise or sink, in some degree, with the 
nature of his subject ; an(| on this occasion, the 
picture^Urhich I shall e.»htt>it, has nothing in it to 
delight the fancy, or to gladden heart. The 
prospects before tts are all dark and dismal. Here 
is no room for trUcin^fhe h^mties of unsullied 
nature. Thos^ groves of perennial verdnije ; those 
magnificent and romantic landscapes, which, in 
tropical regions, ev&rj where invite the eye, and 
oi^eiitimes detain it,, u^til won^ej^ls exalted to de- 
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votion, must now give place to the luiseries of wtir, 
and the horrors of pestilence ; to seeneb of anarchy, 
desolation, and cai'nage. We have to contmnplate 
the human mind in its utmost deforinit\ : to h *- 
hold savage man, let loose from re^l^;^i!lt, exei- 
cising cruelties, of which the bare recital mahe 
the heart recoil, and committing crimes which aie 
hitherto unheard of in history ; teeming 

■ all monstrous, all prodigious things. 
Abominable, unutterable, and wor-^e 
Than fables yet have feign’d, or fear conceiv’d ! 

Mil roN 

All therefore that I can hope and expect is, 
that my narrative, if it cannot delight, may at least 
instruct. On the sober an<l considerate, on those 
who are open to conviction, this assemblage of hor- 
rors will have its effect. It will expose the laraent- 
<ible ignorance of some, and the monstrous wicked- 
ness of others, among the reformers of the present 
day, who, urging onwards schemes of pcidection, 
and projects of amendment in the condition of 
human life, faster than nature allows, are light- 
ing up a consumihg fire between the different 
classes of mankind, which nothing but human 
blood can extinguish. To tell such men that great 
and beneficial modifications in the established or- 
ders of society, can only be effected by a pro- 
gressive improvement in the situation of the lower 
ranks of the people, is to preach to the \ 

VOJL. III. b 
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J II. their liiiTidb rolorniation, with a MTlhe ntoro 
destructive than that oi' Time, mows down rv< t y 
thing, and plants nothing. Moderation and eau 
lion they consider as rank cowardice hVirre am! 
violence aiv the reacly, and, in tlieir opinion, tht 
t>n!y pj'opi'r application for tlie cure of early and 
lialiitn.d prejudice. 'j’Jicir practice, fke that of 
otlier mountebanks, is bold and rornpendious ^ 
their motto is, cure <»• LtlL 

Tiiese relieetions naturally arise ^'loie tl'< <ir 
cuiiistan<‘e which is '/iconTro\ertihl\ piovec' in the 
lolloping jiages. namely, that the nhellion •*( th« 
negroes in iSt. Domingo, and the n -urr«e»!on < 
the lnnlattoe^, to whom ^\g«- »\.’s ni .>s 

bassador, liad one and tin* same oii-in. It u.t' 
not the slnmg and irre.sistible impulse of human 
iiatun*, groaning under oppression, tlial o'' Tied 
('itlier of those clu'ses to plunge their daggei - ihUk 
the bosoms of unoflending women and heloles^ in- 
fants. Tliey WT're driv<*n into those exces.i(s — n 
luctanily driven— -hy the vile machinations of mei. 
calling themselves phil«»sophers (^the proselyte.-, 
and imitators in France, o.’ the Old Jewry assi'- 
ciates in London) whose pretences to philanthropy 
were. as gross a mockery of human reason, as tht'ir 
conduct was an outrage on all the feelings of our 
nature, and the ties which hold .soci(*ty together ! 

It is indeed true, that negro-rebellions have, 
heretofore arisen in this and other islands of the 
Indies, to which no sucl^ exciting causes' 
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t ontrilniled : hut it it. equally certain, that those 
reliellioiis always originated among the newly-ini~ 
|K>rted nejjroes only ; luaijy of wln)m had proba- 
!ily liv'ed in a stale of freedom in Africa, and had 
hccu fraudulentlv, or forcibly, sold into slavery by 
their I'hiets. riiat eases of this kind do sometimes 
oteur Kt the slave trade I dare not dispute, and 1 
admit that levolt and insUrreelion are their natural 

Ihit, lu St Domiogo, a very considerable part 
>r tbe m-iiirgents were — not Africans, but — (a-e- 
t li'b, n. u oives Some of the leaders werefavonr- 
. -dom’''‘je- leong the white inhabitants, born 
o ■' hroij<;ht op nt heir families. A few of them 
bid 'Veil >1*. ved those advantages, the perversion 
of wbieli, under their philosophical preceptors, 
-.“rv* < onlj to render them pre-eminent in mis- 
<'.!(•! hu having been taught to read, they were 
led JO imbibe, and enabled to promulgate, those 
p.inriple.s and doctrines which led, and a,lways will 
lead, to tbe sub'vrsion of all government and order. 

Let me not be understood, however, as affirm- 
ing that nothing is to be attributed on this occa- 
sion to the slave-trade. I scorn to have recourse 
to concealment or faishuod. Unquestionably, the 
vast annual importations of enslaved Africans into 
bt. Domingo, for many years previous to 179L 
had created a black population in the French part 
of that island, whicli was, beyond all measnre, dis- 
'ptoportionate to the white; the relative immberf: 

h 2 
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of the two classes being as sixteen to one. Of 
this circumstance the leaders of the rebels could 
not be unobservant, and they doubtless derived en- 
couragement and confidence from it. Here too, 
I admit, is a warning and an admonition to our- 
selves. The inference has not escaped me : it 
constitutes my parting words with the reader, and 
1 hope they are not urged in vain. 

Having thus pointed out the motives which 
induced me to write the following narrative, tlu* 
sources from whence my materials are derived, and 
the purposes which I hope will be answered by 
the publication ; nothing farther remains but to 
submit the work itself to the judgment of 
my readers, which I do with a respectful solici- 
tude. 
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In presenting: the present edition ot the Htstonval 
Survey of Si. Domingo to the Public, it is 
incumbent on me to acknowledge, that the many 
important corrections and improvements it has 
received in those chapters wliich relate to the 
constitution and political state of the French 
colony, under the ancient system, are chiefly 
derived from the very intelligent and interesting 
work of M. Laborie, entitled. The Coffee Planter 
of St. Doiningo. 

On this occasion also I hope I may be 
allowed, as well in justice to myself, as Jrom a 
sense of gi atitude and respect towards the memory 
of my lamented friend. Sib Apam Williamson, 
to boast that I had the honour and advantage of 
his assistance in that part of my work which details 
the proceedings and operations of the British army 
in this'' ill-fated country j most of the sheets having 
been revised by him, as they CBme %>m the press, 
and correcti^d by his own pen in many places. 
Motives of prudence and delicacy (which no 
longer exist) induced me to suppress, this acknow- 
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- lodgment in the life-time of lAy friend. Some 
errors and omissions which (perhaps nnavoidably) 
escaped his notice, have since been corrected and 
supplied by a British officer of noble birth, and 
considerable rank in the army, who served on the 
spot ; and whose name, if I were permitted to 
disclose it, would stamp indisputable authority on 
the communications he has kindly furnished. 
That many mistakes and oversights however still 
remain, I am too conscious of my own insufficiency 
to doubt ; nor in truth could the greatest precaution 
on my part have enabled me, at all times, to 
guard against misrepresentation from some of the 
various persons whom the necessity of the case 
compelled me to consult. Thus, in giving an 
account of the French colonists ; their disposition 
towards the English, and their conduct towards 
each other ; to whom could I look for authentic 
information, but to some ofthemselves ? Experience 
however has convinced me, thatno great dependence 
can be placed on the charges and accusations 
which men raise agahrs* ftreir fellow-citizens in 
times of civil' commotion, and amidst the tumult 
of conflicting passions. A remarkable instw^ce of 
the truth of this observation occurs in the case of 
a yery respectable gentlemaP, formerly an inhabitant 
of| Cape Franijois ; I mean M. Augustus »e 
Grasse, (son of the late gallant Admiral Couitt 
i>E Grasse) to whom I now think myself bound 
in honour dio make a public reparation. In a 
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paper formerljP transinitted to me from St. Adv^rtl^e- 
Domingo, and annexed to the 8th chapter of iny wp- 
work, entitled, Notts sur C Eveneyjiont du Cap, this 
gentleman was unjustly charged with having been 
present at the destruction of that town by the 
rebel negroes, aiding, abetting, and co-operating 
with their chiefs. I am now convinced that tins 
atrocious charge is altogediei groundless, and I 
cannot sufliciently express the concern I feel on 
reflecting, that I was made the instrument of 
conveying it to the press. I have therefore, in 
this edittpin, not only reprinted the sheet, and 
omitted tlie calumny, bat I insert in this place, 
with great satisfaction, the following certificate, 

^which M. DK Grassk has transmitted to me, in a 
very polite letter, from South Carolina, dated the 
gSd of October, 1799 : ' 

** Nous sotissign^s, hi^itatis de la ville du Cap ct de 
ses d^peiidaoces, present Uu pMage, au massacre et i 
rinceudi6 de cette vilfe, les 19,. 20, 21 Juin 1793, et 
jours suivants, cta^lifions, ai^stons, sour la foy du 
serment, et p9pr reudie homage.^4 la verity, Que M. 
Alexandre Francois Auguste De Grasse, habitant de la 


uiR «u v>ap avam fii pendant le pillage, le 
massacre etl^cendif' de '^Ccltte -^le,^^© qdalii4 d’adjutant 
general des Manes eti actiyit^'bontre les noirs 

insnrg^s j qtt^apr^A ce liuieetei ev^nhment il fat pers6cut6 
t par les ct^missaires par tears ordres aux 
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Advertise, arrets^ au haut du Cap^ sous la garde des negres arm6s^ 
coinnie soup^onn^ d’avoir agi contre eux avec le 
1800 . General Galbaud, inais, qu^apr^s s’6tre justice, il fut 
r6integrd dans ses foiictions, ct cliaig6 iimnidiatement du 
conimandeinent den casernes ; oil il a protege avec les 
troupes blanches, qui y ^taient sous ses ordres, le's 
hoinnies, femmes et enfans> 6chapp£s au fer et aux 
flames, qui s’y ^taient r^fugi^s. Et qu’ enfiii, forc^, 
comnie une partie des soussign^s, d fair les dangt rs qui 
nienagaient encore les tristes debris de la population 
blanche, il s*est embarqu^ avec sa femme, un enfant 'et 
quelques uns des soussign^s, le 28 Juillct 1793, sur Ic 
brig le Thomas de Boston, destine pour Charleston, 
Caroline du Sud, oil il est arriv6 et reside depuis le 1 4 
Aoiit 1793, apr^s avoir dt6, ainsi qu’ environ 150 
malheureux fugitifs, barbarement pill6s par le corsaire 
Anglais La Susanna dc Nassau, Cap. Tucker, (qui 
n’auroit pas dfl les coosiderer ni les trailer comine 4cs 
ennemis, 6tans d’ailleurs sur uu batiinent neutie qui ne 
contenoit uniquernent qiie des passageis et leurs efFets,) 
non seUlemciit des iiegrcs domestiques qui les avaient 
volontairement suivis, mais encore du peu d’argent, de 
bijoux et de veselle d’argent qu’ils avaient saiivds du 
pillage par le seoours de ces m^mes domestiques, (ce 
second pillage eut lieu 4 la Grande Inague des Isles 
Caiques, oil le corsaire AnglaHs retiiit r. >tre vaisseau deux 
jours, pour completter cet exploit.) Certifions et atiestons 
pareillement, que M.^de Grasse arriv^ k St. Bomingue 
avant la revolution, n’a jamais cess6, du moment que ses 
eiFets se sout inanife^t^ .dans cette infortune^ colonnie 
jusqu’ k celui de son dlpai^, d’etre uni authentiquement 
avec les habitans blancs, et en qtialit^ de chef ‘ par 

eux-m^Ca, soit au Port de Paix soit au Cap, pour 
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repousser les dangers aux quels vie$ et leurs propri^t^s Advcriiv- 
4toient joumellement exposes par les noiis insurg^s, et 
enfin, qu’aucunes circonstances, pendant le cours des i^eo 
fiuiestes ev6n6niens de St. Domingue, n’ont jamais _ 
donn^ lieu d former centre lui la moindre suspa^ion 
contraire aux interets et d la suret6 individueile du la 
population blanche de St. Domingue'. . 

£n foy de quoi nous avolis sign^s, a Charleston, 

Caroline du Sud, le 35 O^tobre 1799* 

(Signed by twenty respectable per.sons.) 

Having thus made all the reparation in my 
power to this injured gentleman, I have farther to 
remark, injustice to myself^that my observations 
concerning the indisposition of the planters of St. 
Domingo towards the English, on the .arrival of 
the first armament, appear, from a conversation I 
have had with some of them, to have been greatly 
misunderstood. Surely it reflects lio dishonour 
on such of those gentlepien as had no concern in, 
or knowledge ofj tt»e invitation made to General 
Williamson, to aay fihat they were not, in the first 
instancy, very cnj^iiiaUy disposed towards their 
in.vader8-.especialiy too, at those invaders came 
w^ a force by no paeans st^Skdent to give them 
certain and permanent protection. Whatever might 
havie^ been the sentiments" of certain individuals 
a^mfing tbea(\ on this oct^ion, and how strongly 
soever tfie inhabitfmts .el' Cape Franpk had, two 
years beJore, in a moment of irritation, expressed 
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Advertise a wi'sli for ft British invasion, it seems to me that 
the rhief planters throughout the colony were 
altogether unacquainted with the English, and 
entertain no very iavouruble opinion of their laws, 
government, or manners. What then was their 
situation on the first arrival of the British troops 
assailed, on the one hand, by a desperate and 
unprincipled faction of republicans and anarchists, 
whose principles they abhorred, and, on the other, 
called upon to co-operate with an insignificant foreign 
armament, which came, on the invitation of a few 
obscure Frenchmen, not to restore the country to 
the loyal inhabitants, but distinctly and avowedly 
to conquer and annex it tp the British dominion ! 
In this dilemma, the majority of the planters 
acted as conscientious men mi|^t,be expected to ■ 
act. A great many of them left the country, and*^ 
went into honourable poverty and exile in a 
distant land. Others, who were unable to follow 
their example, remained in silent obscurity, in 
different parts ^of the Island, waiting • patiently 
(and I grieve to say,, without effect) for better 
times. If all this be duly ,consiJe|ped, I trust I 
shall be no longer told, that''? have calumniated 
the French planters^ merely because,^ af^ imf^rtial 
historian, I have represented thenl'to ‘have acted 
as any other body ,of men^ attSchod to their 
country, and faithful to their allegiance, would 
probably have acted in similar circamstanct;s. 

B. E. 


London, 1800. 
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CHAPTER E 

* ^ 

Political State Xhmima'^prtvtout to the 

'W.lW 

<, i* yA ^ 

The inhabitants of^ the Fr^eh part of St. Do- chap 
mingo, as ^ of ah the/ W«fit Indian Islands, 
were compo ^gigt f, threh great .dteses Pure 
whites. , ad, I^ple ^^f colour,'and blacks of free 
Condition. 3d, Negroes itba state of slaveiy. The 
reader is apprised that the class which, by a strange 
abuse of language* is called. ’ig/’ colour, ori- 
^ l^tes trom an intermixtures of the whites and the 
blacks. The genuine odTspring of a pure white 
with a negro *^1$^ called a mulatto; but there are 
various casts, produced by »jib$equent connections' 
some of ‘which jdraw neer to the whites, Until all 
visible" distinction between 'them is lost ; whilst 
others fall reti'<^P"ade .to the blacks. Alf ^ these 
werfe kppvrtt in Si^pi^in^ by^ the term sang- 
mel^del|^|e^ db||^|^^j|^^ucniliar conversation 
diey aid' hndr it must 

be attpbuted, 1 i^t\dycoun- 

tenknee wbich’^Um mdpiOn State feeeives jfrmn the 
national tnanUers, that fn alf^the F|^^h> island.^ 
these jj^plo abg^U Jtf far great^ proportion to 
> .^VOpitlJt ^£b 
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CHAP, the whites, than in those of Great Britain. In Ja- 
maica, the whites outrnumber th^|«pple^"<Mp colour 
as three to one. In St. Domingo, tli|e w||i|^ were* 
estimated at ^30,000, the mulatto^ at 
whom 4,700 were men capable armst 

and accordingly^ as a distinct {^ople, by;, 

an esprit de corps, they were very formid|th||^«^ Qf 
the policy which it was thought ^pjMess^fJ^^ in St. 
Domingo to ' maintain ^towards this „ui^tunate 
race I shall presently treat but, ifaeems proper, 
in the first place, to ^e some sub- 

ordination in which, before the revolution of 1789, 
the parent state thoo^t fit tp hold the colony at 
large. * ^ , 

The laws of the mother coundg^, as far as tthey 
were applicable (aS weU the unwritten law,* or cus- 
tom of Parts, as the general laws of the Icings) were^ 
laws of St. Domingo. These had been introduce^ 
A^thout format {:>romu{gafion, being supposed 
attach to all the subjects of France, whether abroad 
or at home j and the king issued, from time to 
time, colonial edicts, which ^ere received with en- 
tile submission. Even mandatory letters^ written 
by the minister, in tho kirk's were lion'sideied 
and pbeyed as law^^n th§ colcmy; , , ' ^ 

Govern- goverpmept by a ^pyeraor- 

«eBt. Genp^ and an etece|^<a^ftl^J^^|todnnt^,^both' 
whom wei^ stmfinalewby oii' the re- 

coti^lB^tl^ Of.thp the m^'ne, ami ' 

ge^lp^^Oonsidered aft plt^bUsh^ in tl|^res][)ec- 
tive omc^^r tliree yeiirs^[ Their powers, inaome^ 
cases, nref, ^mistered' |oi^i p they 



ST, DOMINGO. 


possessed $e|}arate and distinct authority, whicii chap. 
each of tbeip exercised adthout the concurrence or 
partici{^t)<>n of dte other. ' , 

In thdr joiift administration they were empow- 
ered to enact such regulations as the existing exi- 
gencies df die tountiy requireBj and their provi- 
sional decr^!!'>ad the force of laws, until revoked 
by the Icjnf/ *"'^he grant# of Unclaimed lands and 
rivers; the ^rectipn of'', public works khd build- 
ings; the opening ‘'pS|^^ roads and repairing 
bridges; thofl^l^tii::^^ and police of the several 
ports of 3hT|^ng;’’the prov^onal appointment of 
the tnemheM -of the superior councils or courts of 
justice in cases’ of t^stocy, and the absolute no- 
mination of the shfibrdiu^ite officers of those courts, 
were concerns of jdiot aut&d^ity. ' With the con- 
sent of^he king’s attdl^ey, the governor and in- 
tendant liad power .to stay execution in cases of 
cupitahdonvictioa, dhtii the king’s pleasure should 
be known; and ',<|hey ‘w^e commissioned to try 
aiid-cidldehin to capital l^nishment defrauders of 
the .public revenue/'/^il^ ' to their assistance 
five judges of the ^updrior* councils. The go- 
vernment bf*the clergy, the ' regulation of church 
establishments, ahd ^e^erectic^^ of parishes, fell 
likewise v^ndur their ^TOt co^fence; and they 
^were eag|j|»dmh^;'’in pmls’td' pnMfc‘ necessity (of 
Vhach tb*y Wfe die judges) txT I^spend, in cer- 
tain resp^, the /aws* of navigadfip, by actioi^ng. 
impivtations of flout .a^ bmdjfjind allos^ii^’^e 
exp^tation tJt colonial produce ih fonngo vessels. 
Against' exerciw of these 'various 

, Jj2 
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CHAV, powers the people had »o certain protection. For- 
tunately, it was rare that the governor and iu- 
tendant agreed in opinion on the exercise of their 
joint authority, which therefore became necessarily 
relaxed ; and the inhabitants derived isome degree 
of security from the disputes and dissensions of the 
contending parties. In all such cases, however, 
the greatest weight of autliority and right of de- 
ciding .devolved on the governor. He was, in 
truth, an absolute prince, %vbase will, generally 
speaking, constituted law. He was authonztd to 
imprison any person in the colony, for cansfs of 
which be alone was the judge^* and having a tljc 
same time the supreme command of both the naval 
and military force, he had the means of xercising 
this power whenever he thought proper. On tne 
other hand, no arrest, by any other authority, was 
valid without the governor’s approbation. Thu^; 
he had power to stop’ the course v f justice, and to 
hold the courts of civil and crimiiul junsdu non 
in a slavish dependance on himstlf. 

The peculiar province of the iniendinf, besides 
that of regulating the public revenues oi finances 
of the colony, was the administration of justice. 
His powers and^, functions wer^ expressed in bis 
title, Intendant of justice^ jirumOy mr, and 
mcy. The collectors and receiversf of all duties 
and taxes were subject td his ins'pection and con- 
trol. He passed or rejected their accounts, and 
macte them such allowances as he alone thought 
proper. The application of all the public monies 
in expenditures of all kin^a fpr the army, die navy 
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iortitications, and public hospitals, rested entirely 
with the intendant; — a province which created 
oUch temptation to himself as no virtue could re- 
sist, and furnished such means of corruption, as 
overcame all opposition from others. 

The taxes and duties were laid and modified, as 
occasion required, by a court composed of the 
governor-general, the intendant, the presidents of 
the provincial councils, the attorney-general, the 
commissioner of the navy {prdonnature) and the 
‘>('vcral commandants of the militia. This court 
was dignified by the title of the Cobnial Assembly^ 
although the colonists had not a single delegate in 
it. It ought not however to be suppressed that 
I’ taxe. vere, on the whole, very moderate. The 
total expenditure, comprehending all the contin- 
gency. of the colonial government, seldom ex- 
f ceded or <)00/. ,terling per avunmi.* 

" The ta3t.es were called Octroi, and consisted 

princljially t/f t' e exportation of the chief articles of 

producv- , The * Ttest assessixient previous to the revoliUion wag 
made in i 77o I here w besides those dutie*?. a direct tax of 
per cent, on the rents of houses in the towns, and a poll- 
tax of three dollars on slave servanti or artificers belonging to , 
estates or manufactures^ the products of which were not ex- 
portable^ as provision plantations, lime and brick kilns, &c. 
This system of taxing thefr exported prodjace is justified by 
Mens, Laborie On the following ground : ** The difference of 
soilin St Domingo,*^ he observes, '' is such, that a plantation 
of double the extent of land, and ^ith twice the number 
** of negroes and cattle, and managed ivith equal skiU> shall 
''often yield much less than another with half the same 
'' advantages: a tax therefore on the produce, is more 
equal and proportionlitJte than either a land-tax or a pull* 


CHAP. 

I. 
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For the better administration of justice, and 
the easier collection of the revenues, the colony 
was divided into thiee piovinces (which were dis- 
tinguished, from their relative situation, by the 
names uf the Noi them, the Western, and Soutliein), 
and subdivided into ten distucts. In each of 
those provinces resided a deputy governor, or 
commander e/i second, and in each district esta- 
blished a subonliuate court of justice, for the trial 
of causes both civil and criminal. Appeals however 
were allowed to the superior councils i of which 
there were two; one at Cape Francois for the 
Noithern province, the other at Port au Prince for 
the \\\;gteinsand Southern. They were composed 
of the governor-general, the intendant, the deputy 
goiernois, the king’s lieutenants,* a president, 
and twelve counsellors, four a^sesseun, or assistant 
judges, togethei with the attorney-general, and 
icgister. In these councils, or courts of supreme 

tax ui)on the negroes." Exterior expenses, such as the navy, * 
and extraurdiiiaries of all kinds, W^re paid by the ctown out 
of the duties which were levied pcwduce of the colony 

imported into the mother country.'^ 

* Tbcise king’s lieutenartts w^e military officers residing 
in the several towns, commonly' with the rank of colonel. 
There were also iu each towmmiy^rs and All 

these otiicen were wholly indepehdiotof the tiitH power, and 
owned no superior but thp 'g(^«rno|Vgeneml, who could dis- V 
alias them at pleasure. It may be proper to observe too that 
the conasellors held their seats by a very unceiUin teuuie. 
One of the governors (tbePriuee df Rohan) sent the whole 
number state prisoners to trance. They were seisted on their 
seals of justice, and put on board a ship in irons, and in that 
condition conveyed tp Paris, and shut uj) for Along time in 
the Bastille, without trial or hearing. 
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jurisdiction, as in the parliaments ol I’lanrc, the CHU* 
king’s edicts, and those of the governor luid in- 
teodant, were registered. Seven members consti- 
tuted a quorum, but an appeal lay to the king in 
the last resort. 

In most of the towns was a municipal establisli- 
uient called offktrs of the. police; consisting of in- 
spcctorsj exempts, brigadiers, and serjeants. They 
were authorized to proceed summarily in quelling of 
riots ; to arrest persons guilty of a^sault and bat- 
tery, and thieves taken with mainour. They were 
appointed by the courts of justice, and were distin- 
guished by a badge. 

Another corps of nearly the same description, 
but bf more extensive use, and of a more military 
cl^irabtee, w'as called the mart^cbaussf'c. It was 
pwfly ctMnposed of cavalry ; and its functions were 
ilb watch* over the general tranquillity ; to protect 
, travellers on the public highways ; to arrest in grots 
wanddrjng without passports, and malefactors ot all 
delcriptions ; to enforce the prompt execution of 
civil and Cl imin^ process, and lastly, to assist in 
the collection of public taxes. 

The number of the king’s troops on the colonial 
establishment was commonly from 2 to 3,000 men, 
composing regiments of toot, and a brigade of 
artillery recruited frotri' France ; and each of the 
51 parishes into which the colony was divided raised 
<Mie or more companies of white militia, a company 
of mulattoes, and A company of free blacfis. The 
whole number was reckoned between seven and 
eight thousand. The officers, both of the leguiai 
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CHAr troops and the militia, were commissioned jrro- 
visionally by the governor-general, subject to the 
king’s approbation ; but the militia received no 
pay of any kind. 

From this recapitulation, it is evident that the 
peace and happiness of the people of St. Domingo 
depended very much on the personal qualities and 
native disposition of the governor-general, ^bo was 
commonly selected from the navy or aimy. ^At 
the same time it must be honestly admitted, that 
the liberality and mildness, which of late years have 
dignified and softened the military character among 
all the nations of Europe, had a powerful influence 
in the administration of the government in the 
Fiench colonies. It must be allowed also, that 
the manifest importance to which, as mankind be- 
come tlivested of ancient prejudices, the commer- 
cial part of the community, even among the 
French, has imperceptibly lisen, insured to the 
w ealthy and opulent planters a degree of respect 
from persons in power, which, in former times, at- 
tached only to noble birth and powerful connec- 
tions ; while the lower oiders among the whites de- 
lived the same advantage from that unconquerable 
distinction which^ nature herself has legibly drawn 
between the white and black inhabitanta; and 
from tlieir visible importq^ce, in a country where, 
from the dispioportion of the whites to the blacks, 
the cosQitnon safety of the former class depends 
altogether on their united exertions. 

To contend, as some philosophers have idly con- 
tended, that no natural superiority can justly be- 
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long to any one race of people over another, to chap. 
Europeans over Africans, ineiely from a dilVcrence 
of colour, is to waste words to no purpose, and 
to combat with air. Among the inhabitant.s of 
every island in the West Indies, it is the colour, 
with some few exceptions, that distinguishes free- 
dom from slavery : so long therefore as freedom 
shall be enjoyed exclusively by one race of peo- 
ple, and slavery be the condition of another, con- 
tempt and degradation \will attach to the colour 
by which that condition is generally recognized, 
and follow it, in some degree, through its varie- 
ties and affinities. We may trace a similar pre- 
judice among the most liberal and enlightened 
nations of Europe. Although nothing surely 
ought to reflect greater lustre on any man than 
the circumstance of his having risen by industry 
and virtue above the disadvantages of mean birth 
and indigent parentage, there are, nevertheless, 
but few persons 'in the world who delight to be 
reminded of this species of merit. There is a • 
consciousness of soi^cthing disgraceful in the re- 
collection ; and it seems therefore reasonable to 
conclude, that if nature had made the same dis- 
tinction in this case as in the other, and stamped, 
by an ^elible mark, the condition and parentage 
on the jfpfehead the saine or nearly the same, ef- 
fect would' have resulted from it, as results from 
the diflerence of colour in the West Indi^. I 
mean however only to account for, in some de- 
gree, not to‘ defend altogether, the conduct of the 
whites of St. Domingo towards the coloured peo- 
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cinr pie ; whose condition was in truth much woisc than 
that of the same class in the British colonics, and 
not to be justified on any principle of example or 
reason. 

Fife Mu- In many respects their situation was even more 
iattoL% degiading and wretched than that of the enslaved 
nogioes in any jiart of the West Indies; all of 
whom have masters that are interested in their 
preservation, and many of whom find in those 
masters powerful friends and vigilant protectors. 
Althougli released from the dominion of indivi- 
duals, yet the free men of colour in all the French 
islands w'ere still considered as the property of 
the public, and as public property they Were 
obnoxious to the caprice and tyranny of all those 
whom the accident of birth had placed above 
them. Bv the colonial governments they were 
treated as slaves in the strictest sense; they are 
liable, on attaining the age of manhood, to serve 
three yeais iu the military establishment called the 
tnaii^chaussi^e, and on the expiration of that term 
they w ere compelled to serve in tlie militia of the 
parish or quarter to which they belonged,! ‘without 
pay or allowance of ahy kind, and in the horse or 
foot, at the pleasure of the commanding oificet ; 
and obliged also to supply themselves, at their own 
expense, with arras, aofiyp|^tion, and accoiitre<- > 
raents. The rigour with which the king’s lieuten- 
att^s, major, and aides-major, enforced their autho- 
^lity over these pisople, bad degenerated into the 
basest tyranny. 

They were forbiildcn to hold any public of- 
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'lice, trust, or employment, however insignificant; 
they were not e\ en allowed to exercise any ot tho&c 
'professions, to which ome sort- of liberal education 
is supposed to be necessary. All the naval aiul 
military departments, all degrees in law, physic, 
and divinity, were appropriated exclusively by the 
whites'. A mulatto could not be a priest, nor a 
lawyer; nor«a physician, nor a surgeon, nor an 
apothecary, nor a schoolmaster, IJe could not 
even assume the sir^ame Of the wlutc man to whom 
he owed his being. Neither did the distinction of 
colour terminate, as in the British West Indies, 
with the third generation. The privileges of a 
white person were not allowed to any descendant 
from an African, however remote the origin. 'I’he 
taint in the blood was iocorable, and spn jd to’ the 
latest posterity. Hence no white itian, who had 
' (he smallest pretensions to character, vvould ever 
think of marriage with a negro or mulatto woumd . 
such a step would immediately have terminated in 
his disgrace and ruin. 

Under tlie pressure of these accumulated griev- 
ances; fejpe itself, too frequently the only solace 
of the Wretched, was denied to these unfortunate 
people; for the courts of criminal jurisdiction, 
adopting the popular ^pr^udices against them, 
gave e^ct and perm^OThey to the'aystein. A man 
of colour being prosecutor, (a circumstance in 
truth which seldom occurred) must have made 
oqt 6 strong case indeed, if at any time he ob- 
tained the conviction of a white person. On the 
other band, (he whites , never to procure 
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cii\r and speedy Justice against the rnulattoes. To 
inaik more strongly the distinction between the 
two classes, the law declared, that if a free man 
of colour presumed to strike a white, person of 
Mhutever condition, his right hand should be cut 
ofi'; while a white man for a similar assault on a 
free mulatto, waS dismissed on the payment of an 
insiguihcant fine. 

In extenuation of this horrible detail, it may be 
said with truth, that the manners of the white in- 
habitants softened, in some measure, the severity 
of their laws : thus in the case last mentioned, 
the universal abhorrence which would have at- 
tended an enforcement of the penalty, made the 
law a dead letter. It was the sanje with' the 
Roman law of the Twelve Tables, by which a 
father was allowed to indict the punishment of 
death on his own child : — manners, not law, pre- , 
vented the exertion of a power 50 unnatural and 
odious. 

But the circumstance which contributed most 
to afford the coloured people of St. Domingo pro- 
tection, was the privilege they possessed of acquir- 
ing and holding property any amount. Several 
of them were the owners of considerable estates ; 
and having happily the means of gratifying the ve- 
nality of their superiprs, were secure enough 
in tb^ Arsons; although, the same circumstance 
madj^hem more pointedly the objects o^.hatred 
and envy to the lower orders of the whites. 

»rsu»ed Thc ttPxt and lowest class of people in the 
tjtpws. pj-gjjgjj islands were the negroes in a state of t.la- 
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very; of whom, in the year 1789? St. Domingo Cu 
contained no less than 480,000. It was in favour ' 
of this class that Louis XIV. in the jear 1085, 
published the celebrated edict or code of regula- 
tions, which is well known to the world under the 
title of the Clcwfe Ndr ; and it must be allow('d, 
that many of its provi^Oos breathe u spirit of 
tenderness and philanthropy which reflects honour 
on the memory of its author ; — but there is this 
misfortune attending this, and must attend all 
Other systems of the same nature, that most of its 
regulations are inapplicable to the condition and 
situation of the colonies in America. In coun- 
tries where slavery is established, the leading 
principle on which government is supported, is 
fear ; or a sense of that absolute coercive neces- 
sity, which, leaving no choice of action, supersedes 
all qutetioii of • It is in vain to deny that 
such actually is, and nficessarily must be, the ca^e 
in air countries where slavery is allowed. Evciy 
endeavour, therefore, to. extend positive rights to 
men in this state, as between ohe class of people 
and the other, is an attempt to reconcile inherent 
contradictions, and to blend principles together 
which admit not of combination. The great, and, 

I am afraid, the only certain and permanent se- 
curity of tbe’'^8lav^ negroes, is ^ the strong cir- 
cumstance that the interest of master is blended 
with, and, in truth, altogether depends 'on, the 
preservatidn, and even on thp health, strength, and 
activity of thd slave. This applies equally to alt 
the Europ^ colonies In ^America and accoid- 
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CHAP, ingly the actual cunditiou of the negroes in all those 
colonies, to whatever nation they belong, is I be- 
lieve nearly the same. Of that condition I have 
given an account in another place:* I have there-' 
fore only to observe in this, that in all the French 
islands the general treatment of the slaves is neither 
intu'h l)ettcr nor much ^yorse, as far as I conld ob- 
serve, than in those of Great Britaiil. If any dif- , 
ference there is, I think that they are better clothed 
among the French, and allowed more animal food 
among the Flnglisli. The prevalent notion that the 
French planters treat their negroes with greater 
humanity and tenderness than the British, I know 
to be groundless ; yet no candid person, who has 
had an opportunity of seeing the negroes in the 
French islands, and of contrasting their condition 
with that of the peasantry in many parts of Europe, 
will think them, by any means, the most wretched 
of mankind. 

On the whole, if human life, in its best state, is 
a combination of happiness and misery, and we are 
to consider that condition of political society as 
relatively good, in which, notwithstanding many 
disadvantages, the lower classes are easily supplied 
w'ith the uieans of healthy subsistence ; and a ge- 
neral air of cheerful contentedness animates all 
ranks of people — wher^ we -behold opulent towns, 
plentifol markets, extensive commerce, and in* 
creasing cultivation — ^it mbsl be pronounced that 
tlie government of the French part of St. Bomirtgo 


.•f Vol. U. Book IV. c. li. 
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(lo whatever latent causes it might be owing) was chap 
not altogether so practically bad, as some of the 
circumstances that have been stated might give 
room to imagine. Witli all the abases aiising liom 
the licentiousness of power, the corruption of man- 
nern, and the system of slavery, the scale evidently 
preponderated on the favourable side ; and, in spite 
of political evils and piivate grievances, the signs of 
public prosperity were everywhere visible. 

Such were the condition and situation of the 
French colony in St. Domingo in the year 17 S 8 — 
an eventful period ; for the seeds of liberty which, 
ever since the war between Great Britain and her 
transatlantic possessions, had taken root in the 
kingdom of France, now began to spring up with a 
rank luxuiiancy in all parts of her extensive domi- 
nions ; and a thousand circumstances demonstrated 
that greajt and important changes and convulsions 
were impending. The necessity of a sober and 
well-digested arrangement for correcting inveterate 
abuses, both in the mother country and the colonics, 
was indeed apparent; but, unhappily, a spirit of 
subversion and innovation, founded on visional y 
systems inapplicable to real life, had taken posses- 
sion of the public mind. Its eftects in St, Domingo 
are written in colours too lasting to be .obliterated ; 
for the pride of power, rage of rcformali;Kt» the 
contentions of party, and tho cpnOict of opposing 
interests and passions, produced a tempest that 
swept every thing before it. 



16 


iifsibaicALjsujavEY.oF J 


" CHAPTER in 




II. 


J^onts the Rembithn of 1789,% the, Meeting^ 
, ?fW‘ theFirt^);Qmeral(^kxM'Am^^v, , 

CHAP. On the 27§i 

X Fr^e; Came tfiSpiiemb%hl# ^det^jg^pn :'ta 
"sui^oh' "t^6 of the^^l^f^and- 

rcsplved th^t . 

(or cdmmobs) shbuld^W^ual;^: th^iuin ^ the 

;:;tepfesentatib4.b£4hel|th6r3f0f^^^ 

,'. ^ fof^een>'. 

proved the t^asis olF greaf revoludon 

that, follb^i^^ ) aod it op'eris^^|!^ith iihidi^iate 
arid decisive ei^l iri Mtbe Fre^itloiomes, : The 

‘‘that petip4 wa|'^^fon5."DueBjii’^tf^ 

m the jpatof goverrti^pt ; kin/s sc^tre ; 

droppCd:,^ni Ws hand ]; fo^; 'wfiiS ,hc Jattem 

fn ^ 'IL* =’'._;Ll!r‘ *'lf¥ .$ ' ' ' ,• ■ . '■ 


to .pri$verit' 






ST. DOMINC.O 


ministry or the colonial government^ • uibnknl for cu\J’ 
France, as the legal rcpreM'tilativC'j of .i gu ,it and 
integral part of tlie French einpiit.. I'O' 

They arrived at \'ersailleb the latter ( nd of 
June, about a inontij after the States Geocuil had 
declared themselves the national assembly. But 
neither the minister nor the national assembly were 
disposed to admit the full extent of their claims. 

The nunihcr of eighteen deputies from one colony 
was thought excessive; and ilwasnith sonic ilif- 
fieulty that six of them only were admiltod to 
verify their powers, anti scat themselves among 
the national leprcsentativcs. 

There prevailed at this time throughout the 
cities of France, a very strong and marked pitju 
dice against the inhabitants of the Sugar Island', 
on account of the slavciv of their neiiroes. It wds 
not indeed sufiposed, nor even pretended, that the 
condition of this people was worse at this junc- 
ture than in any former period : the contrary was 
known to be the truth. But declamations in sup- 
port of personal freedom, and invcclivos against 
dcs])otism of all kinds, had been the favourite to- 
pics of many eminent French writcis for a series 
of years : and the public indignation was now 
artfully raised against the planters of the West In- 
dies, as one of the means of exciting commotions 
and insurrections in dilFcrcnt parts of the French 
dominions. This spirit of hostility agaiiiol the 
inhabitants of the French colonies, was indus- 
triously fomented and aggravated by the measures 
of a society, who called themselves c/cd 

VOL. iir. c 
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ri/Ar Nom (Friends of the Blacks;) and it must be 
1 r ^ 

acknowledged that the splendid appearance, and 
thoughtless extravagance, of many of the French 
planiris resident in the mother country contri- 
buted by no means to divert the malice of their ad- 
vcr'saric^, or to soften the prejudices of the public 
towards them. 

The society in France called Amis des Noirs, 
\ras I believe originally formed on the model of a 
iiinilar association in London, but the views and 
purposes of the two bodies had taken a different 
direction. The society in London professed to 
have nulhing more in view than to obtain an act 
of the legislature for prohibiting the further in- 
troduction of African slaves into the British co- 
lonic.s. I’hey disclaimed all intention of inter- 
fering with the government and condition of the 
negroes already in the plantations: publicly de- 
claring their opinion to be, that a general eman- 
, cipaiion of those people, in their present state of 
ignorance and barbarity, instead of a blessing, 
would prove to them a source of misfortune and 
misery. On the other hand, the society of Amis 
(k.s Noirs having secretly in view to subvcit the 
iuicient despotism of the French government, 
iondly (lamoined for a general and immediate 
.ibolition, not only of the slave trade, but also of 
ili(' slavery which it suppo-ted. Proceeding on 
alistract reasoning, rather than on the actual con- 
ilition of human nature, they distinguished not 
between civilized and uncivilized life, and con- 
. sidered that it ill became them to claim freedom for 
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themselves, and withhold it at the same lune Iroin 
the negroes : it is to he lamented that a piineiide 
30 plausible in*appoarance,t should in its applicatiuu 
to this ease, be visionary and impracticable. 

At this juncture, a considerable body of the mu~ 
lattnes fioni St. Domingo and the other Fiench 
islands, were resident in the French capital. Some 
of these were young peo()lc sent thither for educa- 
tion : others were men of considerable property, 
and many of them, w ithout doubt, fx;rsons of Intel - 
ligence and amiable ntanners. With these people 
the society of Amis des Noirs formed an intimate 
connection ; pointed out to them the wretchedness 
of their condition ; filled the nation with remon- 
strances and appeals on their behalf; and poured 
out such invectives against the white planters, as 
bore away reason and moderation in the torrent. 
Unhappily, there was too much to offer on the part 
of the mulattoes. Their personal appearance too, 
excited pity, and, co-operating with the tem[>er of 
the times, and the credulity of the French nation, 
raised such an indignant spirit in all ranks of peo- 
ple against the white colonists, as threaleneil their 
total annihilation and ruin. • 

In this disposition of the people of France to- 
wards the inhabitants of their colonies in the 
West Indies, the national assembly, on the 20th 
day of August, voted the celebrated dtclaration of 
rights; and thus, by a revolution unparalleled in 
history, was a mighty fabric (apparently estab- 
lished by every thing that w'as secure and unas- 
sailable) overturned in a moment, Happy hntl 
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it been for the general interests of the human 
race, if, when the French had gone thus far, 
they had proceeded no farther ! HAppy for them 
selves, if they had then known — what painful ex- 
peiicnce has since taught them — that the worst 
of all governments is preferable to the miseries of 
anarchy ! 

Pei haps a diligent observer might have disco- 
vered, even in the first proceedings of this cele- 
brated assembly, the latent seeds of that violence, 
injustice, and confusion which have since produced 
sdcli a harvest of crimes and calamities. Many 
of the doctrines contained in the declaration of 
rights seem to have been introduced for no other 
purpose than to awaken a mischievous spirit of 
contention and cavil, and to destroy all subordina- 
tion in the lower ranks of the people. Such, for 
instance, was the position, that “ all men are 
“ born, and continue, free and equal as to their 
‘‘ rights according to which, there ought to be 
no dislinctions in society, nor (if the possession 
of properly is n right) can any man have a right 
to possess or acquire a:iy thing to the exclusion 
of others ; a. position not only false, but perni- 
cious, and unfit for ever}' condition of civilized 
life. To promulgate such lessons in the colonics, 
as the declared sense of the supreme government, 
was to subvert the whoie system of their cstub- 
lishmonts. Accordingly, a general ferment pre- 
vailed among the French inhabitants of St. Do- 
mingo, from one end of the colony to the other. 
All that had passed in the mother country con- 
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Verning the coloni^'t'-, — the prejiuluP'i of the me- cuve 
tro}>olis towards them, — the clForts of the society 
of Amis des Noirs to emancipate the j'egiu< 
and the conduct of the mulattoes,— had been ic 
presented to them through the medium of pait'j, 
and perhaps with a thousand circumstances of ex- 
aggeration and insult, long before the declaration ot 
rights was received in the colony ; and this mea- 
sure crowned the whole. They maintained that 
it was calculated to convert their peaceful and con- 
tented negroes into implacable enemies, and render 
the whole country a theatre of commotion and 
bloodshed. 

In the meanwhile the French govei nment, ap- 
prehensive that disorders of a very alarming nature 
might aiise in the colonies from the procetding<- in 
France, had issued orders to the governoi-geiu lal 
of St. Domingo, to convoke the inhabitants, for 
the purpose of forming a legislative assembly for 
interior legulation. These orders, however, being 
unaccountably delayed, the people bad anticipated 
the measure. The inhabitants of the nortliei n ih^ 
ti.c< iiad already constituted a provincial assembly, 
which met at Cape Fi envois, and their example 
was followed in November in the Western and 
Southern provinces ; the Western assembly uu't 
at Port au Prince, the Southern at Lcs Cayts. 
Parochial committees were, at the same time, every 
where established, for the sake of a more immediate 
communication between the people and theii rcpie- 
sentatives. 

A recital of tlie conduct and proceedings of 
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cjur. tncae provincial assemblies, would lead me too 
much into detail. They diflfered greatly on many 
1789 . important questions ; but all of them concurred in 
opinion concerning the necessity of a full and 
speedy colonial representation ; anu they unani- 
mously voted, that if instructions from the king for 
calling such an assembly should not bo leccived 
within three months thenceforward, the colony 
should take on itself to adopt and enforce the 
measure their immediate safety and preserva- 
tion, being, they said, an obligation paramount to 
all otheis, 

J)uring this period of anxiety and alarm, the 
mulattoes were not inactive. Instructed by their 
brethren in the metropolis in the nature and ex- 
tent of their rights, and apprized of the favourable 
disposition of the French nation towards them, 
they became, throughout the colony, actuated by 
a spirit of turbulence and sedition; and disregard- 
ing all considerations of prudence, with regard to 
time and seasons, determined to claim, uithout 
delay, the full bencht of all the privileges enjoyed 
by the whites. Accordingly large bodies of them 
appeared. in arms in different parts of the country; 
but acting without, sufficient concert, or due pre- 
paration, they were easily overpowered. It is said, 
that the teniper of the provincial assemblies at this 
juncture, — how much soever inflamed against the 
instigators and abettors of these people in the 
mother country, — was not averse to moderation 
tuid concession towards the mulattoes themselves. 
Thus, when the parly which had taken arms at 
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Jacnicl was defeated, and their chicf'i imprisoned, 
the assembly of the West interposed v\ith tflect in 
favour of the wliolc number ; and at Aitibonue. 
where the revolt was much more extensive and 
alarming, a free and unconditional pardon was also 
cheerfully granted on the .submission of the insur- 
gents. 

Against such of the whites as had taken any 
part in thc>r disturbances, in favour of the people 
of colour, the lage of the populace knew no limits. 
ISfons. DubotSy deputy procurmr general, had not 
only tleclared himself an advocate for the mulattoes^ 
but, with a degioc of imprudence which indicated 
insanity, sought occasions to declaim publicly 
against the slavery of the negroes. The Northern 
a'^seinbly ai rested his person, and very probably in- 
tended to proceed to greater extremities ; but the 
governor interposed in his behalf, obtained his le- 
iease, and sent him from the country. 

Mens Ferrand de Beattdierre, who had for- 
merly been a magistrate at Petit Goave, was not 
so lor lunate. This gentleman w’as unhappily en- 
•^.-Tjouted of a woman of colour, to whom, as she 
possessed a valuable plantation, he had offered 
mariiage, and being a man of awaiin imagina- 
tion, with little judgment, he undertook to combat 
the prejudices of the whites against the whole 
class. He drew up, in the name and behalf of the 
mulatto people, a memorial to the parochial com- 
mittee, wherein, among other things, they were 
made to claim, in express words, the full benelit 
of the national declaration of rights. Nothin!’ 
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could he more ill-timed or injudicious than thi» 
proceeding : it was evident, that such a claim led 
to consequences of which the mulaltoes theinselvo''' 
(who certainly at this juncture had no wish to en- 
franchise the slaves) were not apprized. This me- 
morial therefore was considered as a summons to 
the negroes for a general revolt. The parochial 
committee seized the author, and committed him to 
prison; but the populace took him from thence by 
force, and in spite of the magistrates and munici- 
pality, who exerted themselves to stop their' fury, 
put him to death. 

'I'he king s order for convoking a general colo- 
nial assembly was reccivcil in St. Dojsiingo early 
in the month of .January, 1790. It appointed the 
town of Leogane, in the Western provinci, tor tine 
place of meeting; and instructions accomp.micd 
the order, concerning the mode of electing the 
members. These in.structions, however, being con- 
sidered by the piovincial assemblies as inapjilicable 
to the circumstances of the colony, were disap- 
proved ; and another plan, better suited, as they 
conceived, to tlic wealth, territory, and populati.in 
of the inhabitants, was adopted. They rcoolicd 
also to hold the assembly at the town of St. Marc 
instead of Leogane, and the 25th of March was 
fixed for the time of its meeting. It was afterwards 
prorogued to the l6th cf April. 

In the meanwhile intelligence w'as received in 
France of the temper of St. Domingo towards the 
mother country. The inhabitants were very gene- 
rally represented as manifesting a disposition cither 
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(o renounce their dependency, or to throw them- chap. 
selves under the protection of a foreij>;n power; 
and till- planters of Martinico were said to be <789. 
equally discontented and disall’ccted. The tiading 
and inanufacturiug low’ns took the alarm ; and jic- 
titions and remonstrauces w-erc presented fioni va- 
rious quarters, imploring the national assembly to 
adopt measures for composing the minds of the 
colonists, and preserving to the French emj)ire its 
most valuable dependencies. 

On the 8Ui of Alarch, 1790, the national as- 
‘^enibly entered into the considciation ot the sub- 
ject, with d icriousness and solemnity suited to its 
iinpoi t.ince ; and, arter full discussion, a very large 
majority voted, “ That it never was the inten- 
“ tion of the assembly to comprthend the inte- 
“ rior government of the colonie-s in the consli- 
“ tution which they had iVamcd for the mother 
country, or to subject them to laws which 
“were incompatible with their local tstablish- 
“ ments ; they therefore authorise the inhubi- 
“ tants of each colony to signify to the national 
“assembly their sentimenls and ui•^hes coueern- 
“ mg that plan of interim U gislauun and cotn- 
“ mercial arrangement, which wouUl be most 
“ conducive to their prosperity.” It was re- 
quired, however, that the plan to be otiored 
should l)c conforuicildc to the principles which 
had connected the colonies with the mctiopolis, 
and be calculated for the preservation of thf'ii re- 
ciprocal interests To this decree was auntticd a 

declaration, “ That the national assembly would 
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CHAP “ not cause any innovation to be made, directly or 
“ indiiectly, in any system of commerce in which 
ir9o. <t colonies were already concerned.” 

Nothing could equal the clamoMr which this 
decree occasioned among the people of colour ie_ 
sident in the mother country, and the philanthro- 
pic society of Amis des Noirs. The declaration 
concerning commerce wab interpreted into a tacit 
sanction for the continuance of the slave trade ; 
and it was even contended, that the national a.?- 
sembly, by leaving the adjustment of the colonial 
constitutions to the colonists themselves, had dis- 
charged them from their allegiance. It was said 
that they weie no longer subject to the r’lerich 
empire, but members of an independent state. 

Nevei tlieless, if the circumstances of the 
times, and the disposition of the French colonists 
at this juncture, be taken into the account, candour 
must aeknowlevige that it was a decree not only 
justifadble on the motives of prudence and policy, 
but Avas founded also on the .-trong ba.'-is of moral 
necessity. The arguments that were urged again«t 
it seem to iinjiiv tr,at the benefits of the Frencn 
1 evolution weie lutcuderl only for the people le- 
siding in the realm, in exclusion of their fellow 
subjects in the plantations. After that great event, 
to suppose that the inhabitants of tno.se colonics 
(with the successful example too of the English 
Americansj recent in their memories) would have 
submitted to be governed and directed in then 
local concerns by a legislature at the distance of 
3,000 miles from them, is to manifest a very 
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slender acquaintance with human nature. How 
little inclined the colonial assembly was to such 
submission, their proceedings, from the first day 
of their meeting, to their linal dissolution, will 
demonstrate. — Of those proceedings I shall en- 
deavour to furnish a brief account in the next 
Chapter. 
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i^roceedmgs of the General colonial Asstmbbf until 
its final Dissolution, and Embarkaiim of the 
Manhers jw France, August, 1790. 

The General Assembly of St. Domingo met on 
the 16'th of April, at the town of St. Marc. It 
was composed of 213 members, of whom the city 
,of Cape Francois elected twenty-four, Port au 
Prince sixteen, and fees Cayes eight. Most of the 
otlier [)arishes returned two representatives each ; 
and it is allowed that, on the whole, the colony 
was fairly, fully, and most respectably represented. 
The provincial assemblies, however, continued in 
the exercise of their functions as before, or appoint- 
ed committees to act during their intermission. 

The session was opened by a discourse from the 
president, wherein, after recounting various abuses 
in the constitution and administration of the former 
colonial government, he pointed out some of the 
many great objects that seemed to require imme- 
diate attention : among others, he recommended 
the case of the mulaUoes, and amelioration of the 
slave laws. The assembly concurred in sentiment 
with the orator: and one of their first measures 
was to relieve the people oi colour from the hard - 
ships to wliich they were subject under the military 
jurisdiction. It was decreed, that in future no 
greater duty should be required of them in the 
militia than from the whites ; and the harsh autho- 
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rity, in particular, which the king’s lieutenants, 
majors, and aides-major, commanding in tUe 
towns, exercised over those people, was deolarcd 
oppressive and illegal. These acts of indnlgenco 
were certainly meant as the earnest of gi eater fa- 
vours, and an opening to conciliation and conces- 
sion towards the whole class of the coloureil 
people. 

The general assembly proceeded, in the next 
place, to rectify some gross' abuses which had long 
prevailed in the courts of judicature, confining 
theni'-clvc'^ however to such only as called lor im- 
mediate redress, their attention heing chiefly di- 
rected to the great and interesting object of pre- 
paring tlie plan for a new constitution, or system 
of colonial government ; a busine''*- which omplov ed 
their deliberations until the yt<lh oi May. 

M. Peynier was now gvwci not -general, from 
whom the paitizans and adherents of the ancient 
despotism sccietly derived encouragement and sup- 
port. The whole body of tax-gatherers, and offi- 
cers under the fiscal admmistiat'on, weie of this 
nnmbei. These theirfore began to recover from 
the panic into which so great and sudden a revo- 
lution had thrown them, and to rally their united 
strength. Nothing eould bcinoie opposite to their 
wishes, than the success of the general assembly 
in the establishment of order and good govern- 
ment throughout the colony. Nor were these the 
only men who beheld tlie proceedings of thi>> body 
with an evil eye. All the persons belonging to thi 
courts of civil and criminal jurisdiction (and thtii 
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cii\p. numbers were considerable) who were interested 

■ . in the maintenance of those abuses which the as- 

i7')o. seinbly had corrected, were filled with indignation 
and envy. To these were added most of the men 
who held militaiy commisions under the kings 
authority. Habituated tt) the c'.'Tcise of com- 
mand, they indignantly be held the subversion of 
all that accustomed obedience and subordination 
which they had been taught to consider as essen- 
tial to the support of government, and offered 
themselves the wilhng instruments of the gover- 
nor-general in subverting the new system. 

Such were the persons that opposed themselves 
to the new order of things in the colony, when the 
Chevalier Mauduit, colonel of the regiment of 
Port au Prince, arrived at St. Domingo. He had 
not come directly liom Fiance, but circuitously 
In way of Italy; and at Turin had taken leave 
oi the Count d’Aitois, to whose fortunes he was 
strongly attached. He was a man of talents; 
brave, active and enterprising; zealous for his 
party, and full of projects for a counter-revolu- 
tion. By his dexlciity and address, he soon ac- 
quiicd an ascendancy over the feeble and nairow 
genius of Peyuicr, and governed the colony in bis 
name. His penetration easily made him discover 
that, in order effectually to disturb tlie new setlle- 
men, it was absolutely necessary to prevent a 
coalition of interests between the colonial assem- 
bly, and the free people of colour. He therefore 
proclaimed himself the patron and protector of 
the mulaltoes, and courted them on all occasions, 
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wjjth such assiduity and success, as gained over the 
whole body. 

It seems however extremely probable that the 
peace of the country would have been preserved, 
notwithstanding the machinations of Peynier, and 
Mauduit, if the planters, true to their own cause, 
had remained united among themselves. But, un- 
fortunately, the provincial assembly of the North 
was induced, through misrepresentation or envy, to 
counteract, by all possible means, the proceedings 
of the general assembly at St. Marc. Thus, discord 
and dissension every where prevaileil ; and appear- 
ances seemed to indicate an approaching civil war, 
even before the plan for the new constitution was 
published. This was contained in the famous de- 
cree of the general colonial assembly of tlie iiSth of 
May ; a decree, which having been the subject of 
much animadversion, and made the ostensible mo- 
tive, on the part of the executive power, for com- 
mencing hostilities, it is proper to state at large. 

It consisted of ten fundamental positions, which 
are preceded by an introductory discourse oi pre- 
amble (as usual in the French decrees) wherein, 
among other considerations, it is stated, a.s an ac- 
knowledged principle in the French constitulion, 
that the right in the crown to confirm the acts of the 
legislature, is a prerogative, inherent and incommu- 
nicabk: of course that it cannot be delegated to a 
colonial governor, whose authority is precarious 
and subordinate. The articles are then subjoiueil, 
in the order, and words follow'ing : 

“ I. The le^slative authority, in every tiling 
which relates to the internal cout'eni.s of tin ( o- 
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cmi\ lony (re^me. ittierieur), is vested in the assembly 
of its representatives,, which shall be called the Ge~ 
179 ". neral Assembly of the Irench Part of St. Dmningo. 

2. No act of the legislative bodv, in what re- 
lates to the internal concerns of the colony, shall 
be considered as a Urn dijinitive, unless it be made 
by the representatives of tlie French part of St. 
Domingo, freely and legally chosen, and confirm- 
ed by the king. 

3. In cases of urgent necessity, a legislative de- 
cree of the general assembly, in what relates to the 
internal concerns of the colony shall be considered 
as a law pravisionaL In all such cases, the decree 
shall be notified forthwith to the governor-general, 
who, within ten days after such notification, shall 
cause it to be published and enforced, or transmit 
to the general as.scmbly his observations thereon, 

4. I'he necessity of the case on which the exe- 
cution of such provisional decree is to depend, 
shall be a separate question, and be curried in the 
affirmative by a majority of two-thirds of the ge- 
neral absembly ; the names and numbers being 
taken down. ( Prises pur I'appel nofuinel). 

5. If the govprnor-ge..eral shall send down i)i.s 
observations on any such decree, the same shall be 
entered in the journals of the general assembly, who 
shall then )>roceed to revise the decree, and coum- 
der the observations thereon in three several bil- 
lings. The votes for confirming or annulling the 
dcciec shall be given in the words Yes or No, and 
a minute of the proceedings shall be signed by the 
members present, in which shall be enumerated 
the vote.? on eurli side of the question ; and if 
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* tlicrc appears a majority of two-thirds for confirm- riue. 
ing the decree, it shall be immediately enforced by 
the governor-general. 

6. As every law ought to be founded on the 

consent of those who are to be bound by it, the 
French part of St. Domingo shall he allowed to 
propose regulations concerning commercial ai rango- 
inents, and the system of mutual connection (raj)- 
poris commerdanx, it ant res rappoits commitns), and 
the decrees uhicb the national assembly shall make 
in all such cases shall not be enforced in the coloni/, 
nufU the general assanhly shall have consented 
thereto. .. 

7. fii cases of pressing necessity, the importa- 
tion of ai tides for the support of the inhabitants 
shall not be considered as any breach in the system 
of commcicial regulations betvieen St. Domingo 
and France ; provided that the decrees to be made 
in such cases by the general assembly, shall be sub- 
mitted to the revision of the governor-general, under 
the same conditions and modifications as are pre- 
scribed in articles 3 and 5. 

8. Provided also, that every Icg^lativo act of 
the general assembly, executed pioMsionally, in 
cases of urgent necessity, shall be transmitted 
forthwith for the royal sanction. Ami if the king 
shall refuse his consent to any such act, its ex- 
ecution shall be suspended, as soon as the king’s 
refusal shall be legally notified to the general as- 
sembly. 

9- A new general assembly shall be cbc^cn every 
two years, and none of the members who have 

VO I., in. 
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CJKP. sn vcd in the former assembly shall be eligible in 
^ the new one. 

1 0. I'hc general asbcmbly decree that the pre- 
ceding articles, as foiming part of the constitution 
of the rrcnrh colony in St. Domingo, shall be im- 
mediately transmitted to France for the acceptance 
of the national assembly and the ki;ig. They shall 
likewise be transmitted to all the parislu ^ and dis- 
tricts of the colony, and l)e notilicd to tlie governor- 
general.” 

That a decree of such comprehensiveness and 
magnitude should have excited very general dis- 
f^uisilion in the colony, and have produced niis- 
I'epresentation and clamour, even among men of 
very opposite sentiments and tempers, is no way 
snrpri.sing. It must be allowed, that some of the 
articles are irreconcileablc to every just [jrinci[)l( 
of colonial subordination. The refusing to allow 
a negative voice to the representative of the King, 
is repugnant to all the notions which an linglish- 
man is taught to entertain of a monarchical go- 
vernment, however limited : and tlio ilcrlaration 
that no decree of the national assembly concern- 
ing the colony, in cases of exterior regulation, 
sliould be in force anlil conlirmed by the colonial 
assembly, was such an extravagant assumption of 
imperial authority, in a .subordinate pait of the 
rrench empire, as I bc'icve is without a prece- 
dent. 

All that can be urged in extenuation seems to 
be, that the circumstances of the case v^crc novel, 
and the members of the colonial assembly unexpe- 
rienced iR the business of legislation. That they 
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Ijad any serious intention of declaring the colony en vr. 
an independent state, in imitation of the I'aiwlisli 
American province^-, it is impossible to believe. 
Nevertheless, the decree was no .sooner promul- 
gated, than this notion was industriously propa- 
gated by iheir enemies from one end of tlie colony 
to the other; and when this report failed to gain 
belief, it was pretended that the colony was sold to 
the English, and tli.it tlic members of the gencial 
a>M'mbly had received and divided among ihcui- 
clvcs forty millions of livres as the purchase 

Aiioncy. 

Ific<‘ui* events had not demonstrated the ex- 
treme rieduiiiy and jealous temper of the Erencli 
ehaiactd’, it woul I be ditlicult to believe that 
V barges, thus wild cud unsupported, <’ould have 
made an impic.ssion (>n the minds of any consiiler- 
able nninber ')t the people. So great however 
wus the ( iV‘ .1 produced by them, as to occasion 
-oui( ot tlic tW.stern parishes to recal their depu- 
ties, while the inhabitants of Cape Francois took 
m< asures still more decisive : they renounced olte- 
•’itiicc to the general assembly, and pre.senled a me- 
morial to the governor, requesting him to dissolve 
it forthwith ; declaring that they considereil the 
colony as lost, unless he proccedetl with the utmost 
vigour and promptitude in depriving that body of 
all inamier of authority. 

AJ. Ecynier received this address with .'-ecrct 
satisfaction. It seemed indeed to be the policy of 
both parties to reject all thou^tS of compromise 
by negociation ; and there occurred at this jimc- 

O 
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tiuo a. circumstance uluch would probably have 
ww lendered all negocialion abortive, had it been at- 
tf'mpted. In the liaiboiir of Port au Prince lay 
a ship of the line called the Leopard commanded 
by IVI. (ialisoniere. This officer, co-operatiiig in 
the views of Peynier and Mauduit, made a sump- 
tuous entertainment for the paiti/ans of those 
getitlemen ; and by this, or some other paits of his 
conduct, gave offence to his sailois. Whether 
these men had felt the influence ot corruption (as 
asserted by one party) or weie actuated solely bv 
one of those unaccountable freaks to which sea- 
men aie particularly subject, the fact certainly is, 
that they withdrew their obedience from their 
proper officer, and declared themselves to be in the 
interests of the colonial assembly ! 1 heir conduct 
became at length so turbulent and seditious, as to 
induce M. Galisoniere to quit the ship ; where- 
upon the crew gave the command to one of the 
lieutenants. The assembly, perceiving the advan- 
tages to be derived from this event, immediately 
enii Jill), transmitted a vote of thanks to the seamen for their 
patriotic conduct, and required them, in the name 
of the law and the king, f't detain the ship in the 
road, and await their further orders. 'Ihe sailoi^-, 
giatifird with this acknowledgment, promised ol)c- 
dience, and affixed the vote of thanks on the main- 
m.ist of the ship. Sotnc partisans of the assembly, 
,11 out the same time’, took possession of a p.owder 
’raga/.ine at Lcogane. 

,i\ civil war seemed now (o be inevitable. Tw'O 
* i^iay^ after the* vote of thanks had been tiansmitted 
from Male’s to the crew of the Leopard, M. 
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(’eyuicr issued a proclamation to dissolve tlie gc- ' 

noral u&sciiibly. lie charged the niomhers with 
entertaining projects ol indi pendency, and asscil- 
cd that they had lixacliei onsly possessed them- 
selves of one of the king’s shi[is by corrupting 
the crew. He pronounced the members, and all 
their adherents, traitors to their country, and ene- 
mies to the nation and the king: deelaiing tint 
it was liis intention to employ all the force he could 
collect to defeat their projects, and biing them to 
condign punishment ; and he called on all oilicers, 
civil and military, for their co-operation and 
.miiport. 

liis lirst proceedings were directed against the 
committee of the Western provincial assembly. — • 

This body held its meetings at Port au Piinco, 
and in the exercise of its subordinate functions, 
during the intermission of that assembly, had ma- 
nifested such zealous attachment to the general 
assembly at St. Marc, as exposed its members to 
tlie resentment of the governor and his party. It 
was determined thcrefoie, at a council held ilio 
same day, to arrest their- persons the folloviiug 
night, and M. Mauduit undertook to conduct the 
enlerprizc. Having been informed that tiiis eom- 
mitlee held consultations at midnight, he selected 
about one hundred of his soldiers, and formed a 
.scheme to seize the members at their place of 
meeting. On arriving however at the house, he 
found it protected by four hundred ,of the national 
guards.* A skirmish endued; but the circuin- 

* The troops in St. Domiiifico, called the National Giiardit 
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stances attending it arc so variously related, that no 
precise account can be given of tlie particulars; 
nor is it ascertained .which party gave the first fire. 
Nothing further is certainly known, ti.an that two 
men were killed on the part of the assembly, — that 
several were wounded on both sides, and that M, 
Mauduit returned without effecting any purpose 
but that of seizing and bearing away in triumph* 
the national colours ; — ^a circumstance which after- 
wards, as will be seen in the sequel, cost him his life. 

The general assembly, on receiving intelligence 
of this attack,* and of the formidable preparations 
that were making for directing hostilities against 
themselves, summoned the people, from all parts 
of the colony, to hasten, properly armed, to pro- 
tect their representatives ; and most of the inha- 
bitants of the neighbouring parishes obeyed the 
summons. The ship Leopard was brought from 
Port au Prince to St. Marc’s for the same pur- 
pose. On the other hand, the Northern provin- 
cial assembly joined the party of the governor, and 
sent to his assistance a detachment from the re- 
gular troops in that quarter, which was Joined by 
a body of two hundred pceplfe of colour. A much 
greater force was"^ collected at the same time in the 
Western province by M. Mauduit, and the pre- 
parations on both sides threatened an obstinate 
and bloody conflict ; wuen, by one of those won- 

were originally nothing more than the colonial militia. 1 hey 
were new organized in 1789, on the model of the national 
guards in the mother-country, and bore the same colours, 
and assumed the same name. 
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derfiil eccentricities in the human mind winch are 
seldom displayed except in times of public coui- 
tnotion, a stop was put to the immediate shedding 
of blood, by the sudden and unexpected determi- 
nation of the general assembly to undertake a 
voyage to France, and jnstify tlieir conduct to the 
king and the national assembly in person. Their 
motives were thought the more laudable, as great 
part of the Vrestern and Southern provinces gave 
a decided approl)ation of their conduct, and armed 
in a very short time two thousand men in tlicir 
defence ; which were in full inarch for Port au 
Prince. Their resolution liowever was fixed, and 
accordingly, of about one hundred members, to 
which the colonial assembly was reduced by., sick- 
ness and desertion, no less than oiglity-fivc (of 
whom sixty-four were fathers of families) actu- 
ally embarked on board the Leopard, and on the 
Sth of August, took their departure for Furopc : 
a proceeding which created as much surprise in 
the governor and his party, as admiration and ap- 
jilause among the people at large. Persons of all 
ranks accompanied the members to the place of 
embarkation, iionring forth prayers for their suc- 
cess, and shedding tears of sensibility and aft'cc- 
lion for a conduct which was very generally con- 
sidered as noble a proof of self-denial, and as sig- 
nal an instance of heroic virtue and Christian 
forbearance as any age has exhibited. A momen- 
tary calm followed this event f — the parties in 
arms appeared mutually disposed to submit their 
differences to the wisdom and justice of the king 
and, the national assembly, and M. Peynier rc- 
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sunied, though with a trembling hand, the reins of 
government. 

Such was the issue of the first attempt to estab- 
lish a free constitution in the Fiench |)jrt of St. 
Domingo, on the system of a limited monarchy ; 
and it affords occasion for some important rcHec- 
tions. That the general colonial assembly, in 
their decree of the 28tli of May, exceeded the 
proper boundary of their constitutional functions, 
has been frankly admitted. This irrcgulurity 
however, iniglit have been corrected without 
bloodshed or violence; but there is this misfor- 
tune attending every deviation from tlie rule of 
right, that, in the conflict of contending factions, 
tlie excesses of one parly arc ever considered as the 
fullest justification for the outrages of the other. 
For some parts of their conduct an apology may 
be oflered. The measure of securing to their in- 
terests the crew of the Leopard, and the seizure of 
the magazine at Leogane, may be vindicated on 
the plea of self-defence. It cannot be doubted 
than M. Peyuier had long meditated how best to 
restore the ancient despotic system, and that, 
jointly with M. Mauduit ai.J others, he had made 
preparations for that purpose. lie had written 
to M. Luzerne, the minister in France, that he 
never intended the colonial assembly to meet ; 
and let it be told in this place, in justice to the 
French ministry, that the answer which he re- 
ceived contained a tacit disapprobation of his mea- 
sures ; for M. Luzerne recommended moderate 
and conciliatory councils. The governor proceed- 
ed notwiitlstanding in the same career, and dis- 
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trustful perhaps of tlie fidelity of ,the riciich sol- 
diers, he made a[)plication (as appeared aflcrward) 
to the governor of the Ilavannah for a reinldrce- 
nient of Spanish troops from Cuba. It is evident 
therefore tiiat he concurred entirely in the plans of 
Maudiiit for effectuating a counter-revolution ; and 
hence it is reasonable to conclude, that the discord 
and distrust whicli prevailed among the inhabitants; 
and above all the fatal dissensions that alienated 
the provincial as.seiubly of the North, from the ge- 
neral assembly at St. Marc’s, were industriously fo- 
mented and encouraged by M. Peynier and his ad- 
herents. Concerning the members of the colonial 
as.semhly, their prompt and decisive determination 
to repair to Prance, and surrender their persons to 
the supreme government, obviates all impeachment 
of their loyalty. Their attachment to the mother- 
country was indeed secured by too many ties of in- 
terest and self-preservation to be doubted. 

Of their reception by the national assembly, and 
the proceedings adopted in consequence of their ar- 
rival in Europe, I shall hereafter have occasion to 
speak. A pause in this place seems requisite; — 
for I have now to introduce to the reader tlie 
mournful history of an unfortunate individual, over 
W’hose sad fate (however we may condemn his ra.sii 
^nd ill-concerted ehterprize) 
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“ One human tear may drop, and be forgiven !" 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Rebellion and defeat (t/'.lariics a free Man 
of Colour. 

pKoa: the first meeting of the j^cncral assembly of 
St. Domingo, to its dissolution and dispersion, as 
related in the preceding chapters, the coloured peo- 
ple resident within the colony remained on the 
whole more peaceable and orderly than migiit have 
been e.xpecled. The temperate and lenient disj>o- 
sition manifested by the assembly towards them, 
produced a lieneficial and decisive effect in the 
Western and Southern provinces, and although :K)() 
of them from tlicse provinces, had been perMiaded 
by i\t. ?.Iauduit to join the force under his com- 
mand, they very soon became sensible of their 
error, and, instead of marching towards St. Marc, 

' as IVIaiiduit proposed, the-y demanded and obtained 
their dismis.sion, and returned quietly to their re- 
spective habitations. Such of the mulatto people 
however as, resided at that juncture- in the mother- 
country, continued in a far more hostile disposition;, 
and^they were encouraged in their animosity to- 
wat«s the white colonists by parties of very differ- 
ent descriptions. The colonial decree of Hk' 28lh 
,|»f May, J790, was no sooni -. made known in 
France, than it excited univei'sal clamour. Many 
persons w^io concurred rn nothing else, united their 
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voices in reprobating the conduct of the inliahltants 
of St. Domingo. The adherents of tlir* ancient <ro- 
vernment were joined on this occasion by the pai ii- 
zans of democracy and republicanism. To the lat- 
ter; the constitution of J7S.9 w'as even more odious 
than the old tyranny ; and these men, with llie 
deepest" and darkest designs, possessed all that 
union, firmness, and perseverance which were ne- 
cessary to their purposes ; and which, as the w'orld 
has beheld, have since rendered them irresistible. 
These two factions hoped to obtain very dlll'ercnt 
ends, by the same means ; and there was another 
parly who exerted themselves with equal assiduity 
in promoting public confusion : these were the dis- 
cordant class of speculative reformers, whom it was 
impossible to reconcile to the now government, be- 
cause every man among them had probably formed 
a favourite system in his own imagination which he 
was eager to recommend to others. 1 do not con- 
sider the philanthropic society, called Amis dcs 
Noirs, as another distinct body, because it a|)- 
pears to me that they were pretty e(]ually divided 
between the democratic party, and the class last 
mentioned. Strengthened by such auxiliaries, it is 
not surprising that the efforts of this .society should 
have operated powerfully on the minds of those 
who were taught to consider their personal wrongs 
as the cause of the nation, and have driven some of 
them into the wildest excesses of fanaticism and 
fury. 

Among such of these unfortunate people resi- 
dent in France as were thus inflamed into madness, 


cn.vr. 






44 


HISTORICAL SURVEY OR 


cjiAP. « as a young man under thirty years of age, named 
Janies he vvas born in St. Domingo, of a mu- 

171111. Jatto woman, who still possessed a cullce plantation 
in the northern province, about thisty miles from 
Cafie J’raiifois, whereon she lived very creditably, 
and found means out of its profits to educate her 
son at Paris, and even to suppoii him there in 
some degree of affluence, after he had obtained 
the age of manhood. His reputed father, a white 
planter of some account, had been dead several 
years. 

Ogt: had been introduced to the meetings of the 
</t;s' iV( 7 / 7 ’^, under the patronage of Cregoire, 
Erissot,* La Payette, and Robespierre, f the lead- 
ing iricmheis of that society ; and was by them ini- 
tiated into the popular doctrine of <U[iialHy, and the 
rights of man. Here it was that he first leai nt the 
miseries of his condition; the cruel wrongs and 
contumelies to w hich he and all his mulatto bretlircn 
were exposed in the West Indies, and the monstrous 
injustice and absurdity of that prejudice, “ which, 

“ (said Ciregoire) estimating a man’s merit by the 
“ colour of his skin, has i laced - at an immense dis- 
“ tance from each other thr children of the .same 
‘‘ parent ; a prejudice which sliiles the voice ot 
“ nature, and breaks the hands of fraternity asun- 
“ dcr.” 

That these are great e\ ils must be frankly admit- 
ted, and it would have been fortunate if such men 
as Crissot and Gregoirc, instead of bew’ailing their 

* (iiiillotined October 31, 1793. t GuitlotiiieA 

July 28, 170^, 
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existence and magnifj'ing their extent, had applied 
their talents in considering of the best practicable 
means of redressing them. 

But these persons had other objects in view : — 
their aim, as I have shewn, was not to reform, but 
to destroy ; to excite convulsions in every part of 
the Flench empire ; and the ill-fated Ogd became 
the tool, and was afterwards the victim, of their 
guilty ambition. 

lie had been led to believe, that the whole body 
of coloured people in the French islands were pre- 
pared to rise up as one man against their oppres- 
sors; that nothing but a discreet leader was want- 
ing, to set them into action ; and fondl}' conceiving 
that he possessed in his own person all the ijualities 
of an able general, he detennined to proceed to St. 
])oiTnngo by the first opportunity. To cheiish the 
conceit of his own importance, and animate his ex- 
ertions, the society procured him the rank of lieu- 
tenant-colonel in the army of one of the (derinan 
electors. 

As it was found difficult to export a sufficient 
(juantity of anus and ammunition from France, 
without attracting the notice of tlie government, 
and awakening suspicion among the plaiilcrs resi- 
detit in the mother-country, the society re.solved to 
procure those articles in North America, and it 
was r(;commended to Ogt; to make a circiiitf)ns 
voyage foi‘ tliat purpose. Accordingly, lieiug fur- 
nished with money and letters of credit, lie cin- 
harked for New Fngland in the month of .Tuly 
I7.d0. 

But, notwithstanding the caution that was oli- 
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CHAP, served in this instance, the whole project was pn!» 

licly known at Paris previous to Og6’s ertibarka- 
i?yo. jjojjcc of the scheme, and even a portrait 

of Oge liimself, were transmitted to St. Domingo, 
long before his arrival in that island, lie secretly 
lanried there, from an American sloop, on the 12th 
of October l/iJO, and found means to convey un- 
discovered the arms and ammunition which he liad 
purchased, to the place which his brother had pre- 
pared for their reception. 

The first notice which the white inhabitants re- 
ceived of Oge’s arrival, was from himself. He 
dispatched a letter to the governor (Peynier) where- 
in, after reproaching the governor and his jirede- 
cessors with the non-oxecution of the Code Noir, he 
demands, in very imperious terms, that the provi- 
sions of that celebrated statute should be enforced 
throughout th ecolony ; he requires that the privileges 
enjoyed by one class of inhabitants (the w'hites) 
should be extended to all persons without distinc- 
tion : declares himself the protector of the mulat- 
toes, and announces his intention of taking up arms 
in their behalf, unless their wrongs should be re- 
dressed. 

About six weeks had intervened between the 
landing of Og^, and the publication of this man- 
date ; in all which time he and his two brothers 
had exerted themselves t > the utmost in spreading 
disaffection, and exciting revolt among the mulat- 
tocs. y\ssurances were held forth that all the in- 
habitants of the mother country were disposed to 
assist them in the recovery of their rights, and it 
was added, that the king himself was favourably in- 
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dined to their cause. Promises were distributed chap. 
to some, and money to others. But, notwiUistand- 
iug all these eft’orts, and that the temper of the 
times was favourable to his views, Og6 was not 
able to allure to his standard above 200 followers ; 
and of these, the major part were raw and ignorant 
youths, unused to discipline, and averse to all man- 
ner of subordination and ortler. 

He established his camp at a place called 
Grrande Riviere, about fifteen miles from Oape 
I’ran^ois, and appointed his two brothers, together 
with one Mark Chavanc, his lieutenants. Chavane 
was fierce, intrepid, active, and enterprising ; prone 
to mischief, and thirsty for vengeance, ()g<!; him- 
self, with all his enthusiasm, was naturally milcl and 
humane: he cautioned his followers against the 
shedding innocent blood ; but little regard was paid 
to his wishes in this respect: the first white man 
that fell in their way they murdered on the spot ; 
a second, of the name of Sicard, met the same fate; 
and it is related, that their cruelty towards such 
persons of their own complexion as refused to join 
in the revolt was extreme, A mulattc-man of .some 
profterty being urged to follow them, |)oititcd to hi:s 
wife and six children, assigning the largeness of his 
family as a motive for wishing to remain quiet. 

This conduct was considered as contumacious, and 
it is asserted, that not only the man himself, hut 
the whole of his family, were massacred without 
mercy. 

Iiitclligcuce was uo sooner received at the town 
of Cape Francois of these cnormitic.s, than the In- 
habitants proceeded witti the utmost vigour and 
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CHAP, unanimity, to adopt measures for suppressing the 
revolt, A body of regular troops, and the Cape 
irw. regiment of militia, were forthwith dispatched for 
that purpose. They .soon invested the camp of the 
revolters, who made less resistance than might have 
been expected from men in their desperate circum- 
stances. 'I’hc rout became genera! ; many of them 
were killed, and about sixty made prisoners : the 
rest dispersed themselves in the mountains. Oge 
liimself, one of his brothers, and Chavane his asso- 
ciate, took refuge in the Spanish territories. Of 
()g(^*s other brother no intelligence was ever after- 
wards obtained. 

After this unsuccessful attempt of Ogt*, and his 
escape from justice, the disposition of the white 
inhabitants in general towards the mulattoes, was 
sharjiened into^great animosity. The lower classes 
in particular, (those whom the coloured people call 
lea petits blanca) breathed nothing but vengeance 
against tliem ; and very serious apprehensions were 
entertained, in all parts of the colony, of a proscriii ■ 
tion and massacre of the whole body. 

Alarmed by reports of this kind, and the a}>- 
pcarances which threatened them from all quarters, 
the mulattoes flew to arms in many places. They 
formed camps at Artibonite, Petit Goaves, Jeremie, 
and Les Cayes. But the largest and most formidable 
body asseml)led near the little town of Verette. The 
white inhabitants collected themselves in considera- 
ble force in the neighbourhood, and Colonel Mau- 
dnir, with a corps of two hundred men from the 
regiment of Port au Prince, hastened to theii 
assistance ; but neither party proceeded to actua' 
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hostility. M. Maucluit even left las detachment at chap. 
the port of St. Marc, thirty-six miles from Verette, 
and proceeding singly and unattended to the camp of 
the mulattoes, had a conference with their leaders. 

^Vhat passed on that occasion was never publicly 
divulged. It is certain, that the mulattoes retired 
to tlKiir habitations in consequence of it ; but the 
silence and secrecy of M. Mauduit, and his influ- 
ence over them, gave occasion to very unfavourable 
suspicions, by no means tending to conciliate the 
different classes of the inhabitants to eac^ other. 

1 le was charged with having traiterously persuaded 
tliem not to desist from their purpose, but only to 
postpone their vengeance to a more favourable op- 
portunity; assuring them, with the utmost solem- 
nity and apparent sincerity, that tile king himself, 
and all the friends of the ancient gottrnment, were 
secretly attached to their cause, and would avow 
and support it whenever they could do it with ad- 
vantage ; and thdt the time was not far distant, 

I le is said to have pursued the same line of con- 
duct at Jeremie, Les Cayes, and all the places which 
he visited. Every where be held secret consulta- 
tions with the chiefs of the mulattoes, and those 
people every where immediately dispersed. At 
Les Cayes, a skirmish had happened before hi' 
arrival there, in which about fifty persons on botli 
sides had lost their lives, and preparations were 
making to renew hostilities. The persuasions of 
M. Mauduit effected a truce; hut Rigaiid, the 
leader of the mulattoes in that quarter, openly 
declared that it was a transient and deceitful calm, 

VOL. in. , E 
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and .that no peace would be permanent, until one 
class of people had exterminated the other. 

In November 1790, W. Peynier resigned the 
government to the lieutenant-general, and embarked 
for Europe ; a circumstante which proved highly 
pleasing to the major part of the planters : — ami 
the first measure of M. Blanchelande,* the new 
commander in chief was considered as the earnest 
of a decisive and vigorous administration, lie made 
a peremptory demand of Ogc and his associates 
from the Spaniards ; and the manner in which it 
was enforced, induced an immediate compliance 
therewith. The wretched Og^, and his companions 
in misery, were delivered over, the latter end of 
December, to a detachment of French troops, and 
safely lodged in the jail of Cape Francois, with the 
prisoners foriierly taken ; and a commission was 
soon afterwards issued to bring them to trial. 

'I’heir examinations were long and frequent ; 
and in the beginning of March, 179 1, sentence was 
pronounced. Twenty of Og6’s deluded followers, 
among them his owm brother, were condemned to 
be hanged. To Og6 himself, and his lieutenant 
Chavane, a more terrible punishment was allotted : 
they were adjudged to be broken alive, and left 
to perish in that dreadful situation, on the wheel. 

The bold and hardened Chavane met his. fate 
with unusual firmness, and suffered not a irroaii to 

^ D 

escape him during the extremity of Iiis torture : 
but the fortitude of Og6 deserted him altogether. 

* Ouillutaicd at raris, 1793, 
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Wlien sentence was pronounced, he implored mercy 
with many tears, and an abject spirit. He promised 
to make great discoveries if his" life was spared, de- 
claring that he had an important secret to commu- 
nicate. A respite of twenty-four hours was accord- 
ingly granted ; but it was not made known to the 
public, at that timej that he divulged any thing of 
importance, Ilis .«ecret, if any he hadj was be- 
lieved \o have died with him. 

It was discovered, however, about nine months 
afterward, that this most unfortunate young man 
luid not only made a full confession of the facts 
tliat I have related, but also disclosed the dreadful 
plot in agitation, and the miseries at that moment 
impending over the colony. His last solemn decla- 
rations and dying confession, sworn to and signed 
by himself the day before his execution, w ere actu- 
ally produced ; wherein he details at large the mea- 
sures wliich the coloured people had fallen upon to 
excite the negro slaves to rise into rebellion. He 
points out the chiefs by name," and relates that, not- 
withstanding his own defeat, a general revolt wonlrl 
actually have taken place in the mouth of February 
preceding, if an extraordinary flood of rain, and 
consequent inundation from the rivers, bad not pre- 
vented it. He declares that the ringleaders still 
maintained the .same atrocious project, and held 
their meetings in certain subterranean passages, or 
caves, in the parish of La Grande Riviere, to which 
he otfersj if his life might be spared, to conduct a 
body of troops, so that the conspirators might be 
secured. 

The persons before whom this confession and 
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narrative were made, were the commissioners a[j- 
pointed for the purpose of taking Og6’s examina- 
tion, by the superior council of the Northern pro- 
vince, of which body they were also members.* 
Whether tins court (all the mcjnbcrs of which were 
devotedly attached to the ancient system) detcr- 
nnned of itself to suppress evidence of such great 
concern to the colony, or w'as directed on this occa- 
sion by the superior officers in the administration of 
the government, has never been clearly made known. 
Suppressed it certainly was, and the miserable Og6 
hurried to immediate cxectition ; seemingly to pre- 
vent the further communication and full disclosure 
of so weighty a secret ! 

Christian charity might lead us to suppose that 
the commissioners by rvhom Og6's examination was 
taken, disregarded and neglected (rather than sup- 
pressed) his information ; considering it merely 
as the shallow artifice of a miserable man to obtain 
a mitigation of the dreadful punishment which 
awaited him, and utterly unworthy of credit. It 
docs not appear, however, that the commissioners 
made this excuse for themselves ; and the caution, 
circumspection, and secrecy which marked theit 
conduct, leave no room for such a supposition. 'J'hc 
planters at large scrupled not to declare, tliat the 
royalists in the colony, and the philanthropic and 
republican party in tue mother-country, were 
^equally criminal ; and themselves made victims to 
the blind purposes, and unwarrantable passions, of 
two desperate and malignant factions. 

• Tlicir names were Antoine Etienue Iliiottc-j and l i.in- 

Josq»! »«le Vcrtierrcb. 
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Ot men who openly and avowedly aimed at the 
‘‘uOversion of all good order and subordination, we 
may easily credit the worst ; but it will be difficult 
to point out any principle of rational policy by 
which the royalists could have been influenced to 
concur in the ruin of so noble and beautiful a part 
of the French empire. Their conduct therefore 
remains wholly inexplicable, or wc must admit they 
were guided by a spirit of Macliiavelian policy — a 
principle of refined cunning, which always defeats 
its own purpose. They must have encouraged the 
.ain and fallacious idea that scenes of bloodshed, 
devastation, and ruin, in difierent parts of the 
French dominions, would induce the great body of 
the people to look back with regret to their former 
government, and lead them by degrees to co-operate 
in the scheme of effecting a counter-revolution ; re- 
garding the evils of anarchy as less tolerable than 
the dead repose of despotism. If such were their 
motives, we can only ascribe them to that infatua- 
tion with which Providence (as w’ise men have ob- 
served, and history evinces) blmds a people devoted to 
destruction. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Proceedings in France — Massacre of Colonel Alau^, 
duit in St. Domingo — and fatal Decree of the 
National Assembly of the \5th May, 1791. 

In detailing the tragical story of the miserable ' 

I have chosen to continue my narrative unbroken : 
but it is now time to call the reader homewards, 
and direct his attention to the measures adopted by 
the national assembly, in consequence of advices 
received from all parts of St. Domingo, concerning 
the proceedings of the colonial assembly which met 
at St. Marc’s. 

Tlie eighty-five members, whose ejnbarkatioa 
for France has already been noticed, arrived at 
Brest on the 13th of September, 1790. They were 
received on landing by all ranks of people, and even 
by men in authority, with congratulation and shouts 
of applause. The same honours were shewn to 
them as would ha\'fe been paid to the national as- 
sembly. Their expenses were defrayed, and sums 
of money raised fbf their future occasions by a 
Voluntary and very general subscription; hut these 
tiestimonies of respect and kindness served only to 
increase the disappointment w hich they soon after- 
wards ex perienced in the capital ; where a very 
different reception awaited them.* They had the 
mortificp^jon to discover that their enemies had 
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been beforehand with them. J.)cpntics were already 
arrived from the provincial assembly in the North, ■ 

w'ho joining with the agents of Peynier and Man- 
duit, had so effectually prevailed with M. Barnave,* 
the president of the committee, for the colonies, 
that they found their cause prejudged, and their 
conduct condemned, without a hearing. The 
national assembly had issued a peremptory order, 
on the 21st of September, directing them to attend 
at Paris, and wait there for further directions. 

Their prompt obedience to this order procured 
tlicm no favour. They were allowed a single 
audience only, and then indignantly dismissed from 
the bar. They .solicited a second, and an oppor- 
tunity of being confronted with their adversaries : 
the national as.sembly refused their request, and 
directed the colonial committee to hasten its report 
concerning their conduct. On the 1 1th of October, 
this report was presented by M. Barnave. It com- 
prehended a detail of all the proceedings of the 
colonial . assembly, from its first meeting at St, 

Marc’s, and censured their general conduct in terms 
of great asperity ; representing it as flowing froin 
motives of disaffection tow'ards the mother-country, 
and an impatience of subordination- to constitutional 
authority and good government. The report con- 
cluded by recommending, “ that all the pretended 
“ decrees and acts of the. said dolonial assembly, 

“ should be reversed, and pronounced utterly null 
“ and of no effect ; that the said assembly should 
“ be declared dissolved, and its members rendered 


* Guillotined December 1, 1703. 
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“ ineligible and incapable of being delegated in 
“ future to the colonial assembly of St. Domingo ; 

that testimonies of approbation should be trans- 
“ mitted to the Northern provincial assembly, to 
Colonel IMauduit and the regiment of Port au 
“ Prince, for resisting the proceedings at St. Marc’s; 

that the king should be requested to give orders 
“ for the forming a new colonial assembly on the 
“ principles of the national decree of the 8th of 
“ March, 1790, and instructions of the i28th of 
“ the same month ; finally, that the ci-devant mem- 
“ bers, then in France, should continue in a state 
“ of arrest, until the national assembly might find 
“ time to signify its further pleasure concerning 
“ them.” A decree to this effect was accordingly 
voted on the 12th of October, by a very large 
majority ; and the king was requested, at the same 
time, to send out an augmentation of force, both 
naval and military, for the better supporting the 
regal authority in St. Domingo. 

It is not easy to describe the surprise and indig- 
nation which the news of this decree excited in St. 
Domingo, except among the parlizans of the former 
government. By them it w-^s regarded as the first 
step towards the revival of the ancient system ; by 
most other persons it was considered as a derelic- 
tion by the national assembly of all principle ; and 
the orders for electing a new colonial assembly were 
so little regarded, that fnany of the parishes posi- 
tively refused to choose other deputies until the fate 
of their former members, at that time in France, 
should be decided ; declaring, that they still con- 
sidered th^c persons as the legal representatives 
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oi the colony. One immediate and apparont elTect chap. 
of this, decree was, to heighten and inflame the 
popular resentment against Mauduit and his regi- 
inent. The reader has already been made ac- 
quainted with some particulars concerning this 
officer ; and to what has been said of. his general 
character, and his intemperate zeal for the re-estab- 
lishmeht of the regal authority in its fullest extent, 
it may added, that he was the more dangerous, be- 
cause he was generous in his' disposition, and even 
profuse in his bounty, towards his soldiers. In re- 
turn, the attachment of his regiment towards his 
person appeared to exceed the usual limits of obe- 
dience and duty.* 

The massacre of this man by those very troops, 
a short time after the notification of the aforesaid 
decree, affords so striking an instance of that cruel 
and ungovernable disposition, equally impetuous 
and inconstant, which . prevailed, and I arn afraid 
still continues to prevail, amongst the lower classes 
of the people throughout all the French dominions, 
that I conceive a brief recital of the circumstances 
attending his murder will not bef thought an unne- 
cessary digression. 

I have, in a former place, }" given some account 
of the proceedings of M. Peynier, the late governor, 
against certain persons who composed what wan 
called the committee of the Western provincial as- 

* After his example they liad rejected the national cockade, 
and wore a white feather in their halts, the symbol, or avowed 
signal, of tite royal party. 

i Chap. iii. 
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scinbly, and of the attempt by M. Mauduit to seize 
by force the individuals vi-ho composed that com- 
mittee^ This happened on the 29th of July, 1790 ; 
and I observed that the circumstance of M. Mau- 
duit’s carrying ofl' the colours from a detachment 
of the national guards on that occasion, ultimately 
terminated in his destruction. 

Tlie case was, that not only the detachment 
from whom their ensign was taken, but the whole 
of the national guards throughout the colony, con- 
sidered this act as the most outrageous and unpar- 
donable insult that could possibly be offered to a 
body of men, who had sworn fidelity to the new 
constitution ; and nothing but the dread of the su- 
perior discipline of the veterans composing the Port 
HU Prince regiment (which Mauduit commanded) 
prevented them from e.xercising exemplary ven- 
geance on the author of their disgrace. This regi- 
ment therefore, being implicated in the crime of 
their commanding officer, was regaaded by the 


other troops with hatred and detestation. 

On the 3d of March, 1791, two ships of the 
line, Le pougueux and Le Bor^e, arrived from 
France, with two battalions of the regiment of 
Artois and Normandy; and when it is known that 
these troops had been visited by the crew of the 
Leopard, it will not appear surprising that on their 
landing at Port au Prince, they should, have mani- 
fes^^ho same hostile disposition towards Mau- 
duif's regiment, as was shewn by the national 
g®rds. They refused all manner of communica- 
or intercourse with theni) and even declined to 
enter into aay of their places of rdBorh * They con- 
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aidered, or affected to coBsider, them, as enemies to 
the colony, and traitors to their country. Tliis con- 
duct in the new comers towards the ill-fated regi- 
ment, soon made a wonderful impression on the 
minds of both officers and privates of the regiment 
itself; and mutual reproach and accusation spread 
through the whole corps. The white feather was 
indignantly torn from their hats, and dark and sul- 
len looks towards their once-loved commander, 
indicated not only that he had lost their confidence, 
but also that he was the object of meditated mis- 
chief. Mauduit soon perceived the full extent of 
his danger, and fearing to involve the governor (M. 
Blanchelande) and his family, in the ruin which 
awaited himself, he advised them to make the best 
of their way to Cape Francois, while they could do 
it with safety ; and Blanchelande, for which he was 
afterwards much censured, followed this advice. 
Mauduit then harangued his grenadiers, to whom 
he ha4 always shewn great kindness, and told them 
that he was willing, for the sake of peace, to restore 
to the national troops the colours which he had for- 
merly taken from them ; and even to carry them 
with his own hands, at the head of his regiment, 
and deposit them in the church in which they had 
been usually lodged ; but he added, that he de- 
pended on their affection and duty to protect him 
from personal insult, while making this ample 
apology. The faithless grenadiers declared that 
they would protect him with ther lives. 

The next day the ceremony took place, and 
Mauduit restored the colours, as he had promised, 
before a vast crowd of spectators. At that moment 


CHAP. 

1791, 



60 


HISTORICAL SURVEY OF 


CHAP, one of his own soldiers cried aloud, that he must ask 
^ ^ pardon of the national troops on his knees ; and the 
whole regiment applauded the proposal, Mauduit 
started back with indignation, and ofFeied his bo- 
som to their swords : — it was pierced with a hun- 
dred wounds, all of them inflicted by his own men, 
w'hile not a single hand w'as lifted up in his defence. 
The spectators stood motionless, either through 
liatred to the man, or surprise at the treachery and 
cowardice "of the soldiers. Such indeed was the 
baseness of these w’retches, that no modern lan- 
guage can describe, but in terms which would not 
be endured, the horrible enormities that were prac- 
tised on the dead body of their wretched com- 
mander. It was reserved for the present day to 
behold, for the first time,, a civilised nation exceed- 
ing in feats of cruelty and revenge the savages of 
North America. I grieve to add, that many other 
dreadful instances might be recited in confirmation 
of this remark. 


* The following anecdote, though ehocking to humanity, 
I have thought too extraordinary to omit. It was communi- 
cated to me by a French gentleman who was at St. Domingo 
at the time, and knew the fact; but decency has induced me 
to veil it in a leArned language, Mauuuito oir moTtuo, 
•unus de miUtibus, 'dum cadaver calidam, et cruore adkue fiuente 
madidum, hi jiavimmtum ecclesice episcopalisjacuU, sicam dh- 
tripgens, genitalia eorampopulo aoscidit, ei membra truncata in 
eistam componens ad Jemmatn nobilem, quam amicam Mauduito 
statuit, ut legatum dsmortuo altulit. It may afford the reader 
some consolation to find that the murder of their command- 
ing oflicer, by liis own regiment, excited in all the other 
troops no other sentiments than those of indignation against 
his murderer?- j^'hey were ceitipelled to )«f,4own their arms. 
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■W'liile these shameful enormities were passing 
in St. Domingo, the society of Amis dcs Noirs in 
the mother-country were but too successfully em- 
ployed in devising projects which gave birth to 
deeds of still greater liorror, and produced scenes 
that transformed the most beautiful colony in the 
world into a field of desolation and carnage. 

Although it must have occurred to every un- 
prejudiced mind, from the circumstances that have 
been related concerning the behaviour of the mu- 
lattoes resident in the colony, that the general body 
of those people were by no means averse to conci- 
liation with the whites, yet it was found impossible 
to persuade their pretended friends in Europe to 
leave the affairs of St. Domingo to their natural 
course. Barnave alone (hitherto the most formi- 
dable opjwnent of the prejudices and pretensions of 
the colonists) avowed his conviction that any further 
interference of the mother-country in the question 
between the whites and the coloured people, would 
be productive of fatal consequences. Such an opi- 
nion was entitled to greater respect, as comi[ig 
from a man who, as president of the colonial 
committee, mu.st be supposed to have acquired an 
intimate knowledge of the subject; but he was 
lieard without conviction. There are enthusiasts 
in politics as well as in religion, and it commonly 
happens with fanatics in each, that the rccatitation 
r>f a few of their number serves only to strengthen 
the errors, and animate the purposes of the rest. 

and were sent prisoners to France; but 1 fear they escaped 
the punishment due to their crimes. 
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CHAP. It was now resolved by -Gregoire, La Fayette, 
Brissot, and some other i)estilent reformers, to call 
in the supreme legislative authority of the French 
government to give effect to their projects; and 
that the reader may clearly understand the nature 
and complexion of the mischief that was meditated, 
and of those measures to which the ruin of the 
French part of St Domingo is immediately to be 
attributed, it is necessary, in the first place, to re- 
cal his attention to the national decree of the 8th 
of March, 17.90, of which an account was given in 
the second chapter. 

By that decree, as the reader must have remem- 
bered, the national assembly, among other things, 
disclaimed all right of interference in the local and 
interior concerns of the colonies ; and it cannot be 
doubted, that if this declaration had been faithfully 
interpreted and acted upon, it would have contri- 
buted, in a very eminent degree, to the restoration 
of peace and tranquillity in St. Domingo. To ren- 
der it therefore of as little effect as possible, and to 
add fuel to the fire which perhaps would otherwise 
have become extinguished, it had been insidiously 
proposed in the natioaal assembly, within a feu- 
days after the decree of the 8th of March had pas- 
sed, to transmit with it to the governor of St. Do- 
mingo, a code, or chapter, of instructions, for its 
due and punctual ohservance and execution. Ac- 
cordingly, on the 28th of the same month, instruc- 
tions which were said to be calculated for that pur- 
pose, were presented and decreed. They consisted 
of eighteen articles, and contained, among other 
things, a direction “ that every person of the age of 
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*' twenty-five and upwards, possessing property, or 
“ having resided two years in tiie colony, and paid 
“ taxes, should be permitted to vote in the fornia- 
“ tion of the colonial assembly.” 

Tlie friends of the colonists having at that time 
seats in the national assembly, opposed the mea- 
sure chiefly on the ground of its repugnancy to the 
decree of the 8th ; it being evidently, they urged, 
an interference in the local arrangements and inte- 
rior regulations of the colonial government. It 
does not appear (notwithstanding what has since 
been asserted to tlie contrary) that they entertained 
an idea that the mulatto people were directly or in- 
directly concerned. The framers and supporters 
of the measure pretended that it went only to the 
modification of tlie privilege of voting in “the pa- 
rochial meetings, which it was well known, under 
the old government, had been constituted of white 
persons only. The coloured people had in no in- 
stance attended those meetings, nor set up a claim, 
or even expressed a desire, to take any part in tiie 
business transacted thereat. But these instructions 
were no sooner adopted by the nationul assembly, 
and converted into a decree, than its framers and 
supporters threw ofi' the mask, and the rnnlattocs 
resident in the niotlier-country, as well as the so- 
ciety of {/es Isfoirx, failed not to apprize their 
friends and agents in St. Domingo, that the peojdc 
of colour, not being excepted, were virtuallj’^ com-, 
prized in it. Th^c, however, hot thinking them- 
selves sufficiently powerful to enforce the claim, or, 
perhaps, doubting the real meaning of the decree, 
sent deputies, to France to demand an cx[ifanation 
of it from the national assembly. 
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CHAP. In the beginning of May, 1791, the considera- 
tion of this subject was brought forward by Abb6 
Gregoire, and the claim of the free mulatloes lo 
the full benefit of the instructions of the 28th of 
March, 1790, and to all the rights and privilege?^ 
enjoyed by tiie white inhabitants, citizens of the 
French colonies, was supported with all that 
warmth and eloquence for which he was distiii - 
guibhed. Unfortunately, at this juncture, the news 
of the miserable death of Og6 arrived at Paris, and 
raised a storm of indignation in the minds of all 
ranks of people, w'liich the planters resident in 
France were unable to resist. Nothing was heard 
in all companies but declamations against their op- 
pression and cruelty. To support and animate the 
popular outcry against them, a tragedy or panto- 
mime, formed on the story of Og6, was represent- 
ed on the public theatres.. By these, and other 
means, the planters were become so generally odi- 
ous, tliat for a time they dared not to appear in th(.‘ 
streets of Paris. These were the arts by which 
Gregoire, Condorcet, La Fayette, Brissot, and Ro- 
bespierre disposed the public mind to clamour for 
a new and explanatory decree, in which the rights 
of the coloured people should be placed beyond all 
future doubts and dispute. The friends and advo- 
cates of the planters were overpowered and con- 
founded. In vain did they predict the utter de- 
struction of the colonies if such a proposal should 
pass into a law. “ Perish the colonies,” said Ro- 
bespierre, “ rather than sacrifice one iota of our 
principles.” The majority reiterated the senti- 
ment, knd^lhe fanious decree of the 15th of May, 
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J7.91 was pronounced amidst the aoclainatiou and 
applause of the multitude. 

By this decree it was declared and enactetl, 
“ that the people of colour resident in the ’l^rench 
colonies, born of free parents, were entitled to, as 
of right, and should be allowed the enjoyment of, 
all the privileges of French citizens, and, among 
others, to those of having votes in the choice of 
representatives, and of being eligible to scats both ia 
the parochial and colonial assemblies’'’ Thus did tla 
national assembly sweep away in a moment all the 
laws, usages, prejudices, and opinions concerning 
these people, which had existed in the French colo- 
nies from their earliest settlement, and tedr up hy 
• the roots the first principle of a free constitution ; 
— a principle founded on the clearest dictates of 
reason and Justice, and expressly confirmed to the 
inhabitants of die French West Indies by the na- 
tional dec|ee,<^., the 8th of Mairch, 1790; I mean, 
the sole aM e^phtskoe right of passing laews for their 
local a/^4nfmdr regulation and government. The 
coloni&li'eojhhild^, of w^ich Mi-jBamave was pre- 
sident, failed jipt to apprise the national assembly 
of the fatal con^quetili^ qf this measure, and -in' - 
mediately suspended die oj^ercise of its functions. 
At the serhe^iinie, the deputes from the colonies 
.signified 'their pi^pose to decline qny further atten- 
dance. Tbo,,oo|^»,eflfect prodiited by*the^ mea- 
sures, however, :*©® the national, assembly, ^s an 
order that the thW civil contthissione;rs, .who had 
been appointed in F^raary' Steeping fey regulat- 
ing the affairs of the^ldhiea.^Of^f the spot, shoulil 

immediately repair timber, sfee th§. lijidonal <lo- 
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crees duly enforced. The consequences in Si. Uu- 
mingo will be related in the following chapter. 

It has been confidentally asserted, that La Fayette, in 
order to secure a majority on this question, •n.,roduced into 
the national assembly no less than eighty persons who were 
not members, but who sat and voted as such. This man had 
formerly been possessed of a plantation at* Cayenne, with 
seventy negro slaves thereon, which he had sold* without any 
hcruple or stipulation concerning the situation of the negroes^ 
fhe latter end of 1789, and from, that lime enrolled himself 
among the friends of the blacks. The mere English reader, 
wlio maybe personally unacquainted with the West Indies, 
will probably consider the clamour which was raised on this 
occiision by the French planters as equally illiberal and un- 
just. I'he planters in the British West Indies will perhap.s 
bring the case liomc to themselves 5 and I have no hesitation 
in sayings that, supposing the English parliament should 
pass a law declaring, for instance, the free,mulattoes of Ja- 
iXiaica to be eligible Into the assembly of that island, such a 
measure would prove there, as it proved in St. Domingo, the 
declaration of civil war. On mere abstract reasoning this 
may appear strange and unjustifiable; bnt wdimust take 
mankind as we find them, and few instances occur in which 
the prejudices of habit, education, and opinion ^ve beei^ 
corrected /orcc. * . , 
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CHAPTER VL 

Vomequences hi St. Domingo of the Decree of the 
{5th of May — Rebellion of ihe Negroes hi the 
Northern Province, and Enonnilks committed 
by them—^Rei’olt of the Muluttoes at MirehuUns 
— Concordat or Truce belxocen the Inhabitants 
of Port au Prince and the Men of Colour, of the 
Wth of September — Proclumalion by the National 
Assembly of the ^ZOth of September. 

I A M now to enter on the retrospect of scenes, the 
horrors of which imagination cannot adequately 
conceive nor pen describe. The disputes and con- 
tests between different classes of French citizens? 
and the^violdnces of malignant factions towards 
each other, no longer claim attention. Such a pic- 
ture of4iuniaa, misery such a scene of woe pre- 
sents itselfjf as ho other country, no former age has 
exhibited. Upwards of one hundred thousand 
savage people, habituated to the barbarities of 
Africa, avail themselves of tte silence and obscurity 
of the night, and fall on the peaceful., and unsus- 
picious planters,, like so rhany- famished tigers 
thir.sting for hunjan blood. Revolt, conflagration, 
and massacre, eVery where mark their progress; 
and death, in all its horrors, or cruelties and out- 
rages, compared to which immediate death Is ineivy, 
await alike the old and the young, the matron, the 

• r "a ' 
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CHAP, virgin, and the helpless infant. No condition, ago, 
or sex is spared. All the shocking and shameful 
enormities Avith which the fierce and unbridled pas- 
sions of savage man have ever conducted a war, 
prevail uncontrolcd. The rage of fire consumes 
what the sw'ord is unable to destroy, and, in a few 
dismal hours, the most fertile and beautiful plains 
in the world are converted into one vast field of 
carnage ; — a wilderness of desolation ! 

There is indeed too much reason to believe, 
that these miseries would have occurred in St. Do- 
mingo, in a great degree, even if the proceedings of 
the National Assembly, as related in the latter part 
of the preceding chapter, had been more temperate, 
and if;. decree of the 15th of May had never 
paj^d into a law. The declarations of the dying 
Ogd jipffidendy point out the mischief that was 
meditaled, long before that obnoxious decree was 
promulgated. But it may he affirmed, with trutli 
and certainty, that this fatal measure gave life and 
activity to the poison. It was thedipbd by which 
tlie flames were lighted, and the' %^|hstibles that 
Avere prepared set into action. Jn^ffll^rice having 
been received of ij, at Capo frranpbis on thfe 30th 
of June, no words can describe the indig- 

nation whidh immediately spread llmt^^i^hout ' the 
Ci^ony J and in no plac^ dick the iphabiWifs breathe 
j^eater, resentment .tbah in the tgwn* df the Cape, 
,)^hich had hitherto b#n forempi^t in professions of 
attachment to the mother-country, and in promot- 
ing the spirit of disuniop and opposition in the co- 
lonial assembly. T^ey now unanimbtfSly deter- 
'■ ' ' ' 
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mined to reject the civic oath, although great pre- 
parations had been made for a general federation 
on the J4th of July. The news of this decree 
seemed to unite the most discordant interests. In 
the first transports of indignation it was proposed 
to seize all the ships, and confiscate the effects of 
ti\e French merchants then in the harbour. An 
embargo was actually laid, and a motion was even 
made in. the provincial assembly to pull down the 
national colours, and hoist the British standard in 
their room. The national cockade was every where 
iiodden under foot, and the governor-general, who 
continued a sorrowful and silent spectatbr of these 
excesses, found his authority, as representative of the 
parent country, together with every idea of colonial 
subordination in the people, annihilated in a moment. 

The fears and apprehensions which the gover- 
nor felt on this occasion have been well described 
by that officer himself, in a memorial which he 
afterwaids published concerning his administration. 
“ Acquainted (he observes) witli the genius and 
temper .white colonists, by a residence of 

seven ye^rs in the Windward Islands, and vvell 
" informed of the grounds and motives of their pi e- 
“ judici|Si„.Pid opinions concerning the people of 
“ cdoufv^lfmmediately foresaw the disturbances 
an^ dai^^ which the news of this ill-advised 
“ measure wpidd inevitably produce; and not hav- 
“ ing it in my po.^,er to suppress the communication 
“ of it, r lost no time in apprising the king’s mini.^r 
ters of the general discontent and violent fermcn- 
“ tation which it excited in the colony. To my 
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own observations, I added those of many respect- 
“ able, sober, and dispassionate men, whom I 
“ thought it my duty to consult in so critical a con- 
“juncture; and I concluded my letter by expres- 
“ sing my fears that this decree would prove the 
“ death-warrant of many thousands of the inha- 
“ bitants. The event has mournfully veritied my 
“ predictions ! ” 

On the recommendation of the provincial as- 
sembly of the Northf.'rn department, the several 
parishes throughout the colony now proceeded, 
without further hesitation, to the election of de- 
puties for a new general colonial assembly, f'bese 
deputies, to the number of one hundred and 
seventy-six, met at Lepgane, and oij the 9ih of 
August declared themselves ihe general asmnblj/ of 
the French part of St. Domingo. They ti ansacted 
however but little business, but manifested great 
unanimity and temper in their proceedings, and re- 
.solved to hold their meetings at Cape Francois, 
whitlier they adjourned for that purpose, appointing 
the 25th of the same month forj'j^pening the 
session. - 

In the mean-while, so great was the agitation, of 
the public mind, M- Blanchelande found it nieces- 
sary not only to transmit to the provincial assembly 
r.f the North a copy of the letter which he meii- 
iions to have written to the king’s ministers, but 
to accompany it with a solemn assurance, 
pledging himself to suspend the execution of the ob~ 
noxious decree, whenever' it should come out to him 
properly authenticated ; a measure which 'plainly 
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<lcmonstrated that his authority in the colony was 
at an end. 

Justly alarmed at all these proceedings, so 
hostile towards them, and probably apprehensive 
of a general proscription, the mulattoes throughout 
the colony began to collect in different place? in 
aimed bodies; and the whites, by a mournful fa- 
tality, suffered them to assemble without molesta 
lion. In truth, every man’s thoughts were directeii 
towards the meeting of the new colonial asst inhlvi 
tiom whose deliberations and proceedings the ex- 
unction of party, and the full and immediate redress 
of all existing grievances, were confidently expected. 
M. JBlanchelande himself declares, that he cherished 
the same flattering and fallacious hopes. , “ After 
” a long succes.siou of violent storms, I fondly ex- 
“ pected (he writes) the return of a calm and serene 
“ morning. The temperate and conciliating con- 
“ duct of the new assembly, during iheir short sit- 
‘ ting at Leogane, the characters of most of the 
“ individual members, and the necessity, so apjia- 
“ rent to all^>.pf nautual concession and unanimiiy 
on this great; occasion, led me to think that the - 
" colony would at length see the termination of its 
" miseries ; when, alas, the storm was ready to 
“ burst, whiiih has since involved us in one com- 
mon destniction !” 

It was on the morning of the 23 d of August, 
just before day, that a general alarm and consteiV' 
nation spread throughout the town of the Cape. 
The inhabitants were called from their beds by 
personf;‘who reported that all the negro slaves in 
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thfc several neighbouring parishes had revolted, and 
were at that moment carrying death and desolation 
over the adjoining large and beautiful j)lain to the 
north-east. The governor, and most of the mili- 
tary officers on duty, assembled together ; but the 
reports were so confused and contradict(^ry, as to 
gain but little credit ; when, as day-light began to 
break, the sudden and successive arrivaJ, with ghastly 
countenances, of persons who had tvith difficulty 
escaped the massacre, and flown to the town for 
protection, brought a dreadful confirmation of the 
fatal tidings. 

The rebellion first broke out on a [)liinlatiou 
called No^. in the j)arish of Acul, nine miles only 
from the city. Twelve or fourteen of the ring- 
leaders, about the middle of the night, proceeded to 
the refinery, or sugar-house, and seized on a young 
man, the refiner’s apprentice, dragged him to the 
front of the d\vclling-house, and there hewed him 
into pieces with their cutla8se.s : his screams brought 
out the overseer, whom they instantly shot. I’lie 
rebels now found their way to the apaj^ent ol’ the 
refiner, and massacred him in his bed. A young 
man lying sick in a heighboMrfng chamber, 
apparently dead of the wounds inflicted by'meir 
cutlasses: he had strength enough’ however, to 
crawl to the next plantation, and relate the horrors 
he had witne.sscd. He reported^ that all the wliites 
of the estate which he had left were murdered, 
except only the surgeon, whom the rebels had com- 
polled to accompany them, on the idea that they 
might stand in need of his professional/iti^tancc. 
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Alarmed by this intelligence, tlie persons to whom 
it was communicated immediately souglit their 
safety in flight. What became of the poor youth I 
have never been, informed. 

The revolters (consisting now of all the slaves 
belonging to that plantation) proceeded to the 
house of a Mr. Clement, by whose negroe.s also they 
were^ immediately joined, and both be and his rc- 
lincr were , Aifcsacred. The murderer of Mr. 
Clement was his own postilion, a man to whom he 
iiad always shewn great kindness. The other vvliitc 
people on this cstahj contrived to make their 
escape. 

At this juncture, the negroes on the plantation 
of. M. Flaville, a few miles distant, likewise rose 
and murdered five white persons, one of whom (the 
procureur or attorney for the estate) had a wife and 
three daughters. These unfortunate women, while 
imploring for mercy of the savages on their knees, 
beheld their husband and father murdered before 
their faces. , For themselves, they were devoted to 
a more boftiwl f$te, and were carried away captivcjs 
by the assassink. 

Tlie approach of day-light served only to ili.s- 
cover sights of horror. It was now apparent that 
■ the negroes on all the estates in the plain acted in 
concert, and a general massacre of the whites took 
place in every quarter. On some few estates, in- 
deed, the lives of the women were spared, but they 
were reserved only to gratify the brutal appetite-s of 
the ruffians ; and it is shocking to relate, that many 
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cuA)'. of them sufl'ered violation on the dead bodies ot 
their husbands and futhcrs ! 

In the town itself, the general belief for sonw 
time was, that the revolt was by no jneans an ex- 
tensive, but a sudden and partial insurrection only. 
The largest sugar-plantation on the plain was that 
of Mons. (jallifeJ, situated about eight miles from 
the towni, the negroes belonging to which had airways 
been treated with such kindness aii^ij liberality, and 
possessed so many advantages, that it became a 
proverbial expression among the lower white peo- 
ple, in speaking of any man’s good fortune to say, 
?7 1 ’st haircuA cnmrne im n'egre de Gallifd (he is a.s 
Itappy a.s one of Gallifet’s negroes). M. Odelnc, 
the attorney, or agent, for this plantation, ‘was a 
member of the general assembly, and being fully 
persuaded that the negroes belonging to it would 
remain firm in their obedience, determined to re- 
pair thither to encourage them in opposing the 
insurgents ; to which end, he desired the assistance 
of a few soldiers from the town-guard, which wa.s 
granted him.- He proceeded accordingly, but on 
approaching the estate, to his surprise and grief he 
foun<l all the negroes in arms on the side of 'the 
rebels, and (horrid fb tell !) their standard xvat the 
body of a white infant, which th^ had 'recently hn- 
paled on a stake! M* Odeluc had advanced too far 
to retreat undiscovered, and both be, and a friefid 
that accompanied him, with most of the soldiers, 
Wferc killed without mercy. Two or three only of 
the patrole escaped by flight; and Conveyed the 
‘.dreadful tidings to the inhabitants of the toWtt. , 
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Dy ihis tiiaei all or most of the white persons 
that had been found on the several piantatioir^, 
being inassarrod or forced to seek their safety in 
flight, the rufiians exchanged the snoid for the 
torch. The buildings and canc-ticlds wore, every 
W’hcre set on fire ; and the conflagration.';, which 
were visible from the town, in a thousand difi'erent 
quarters, furnished a prospect more shocking, and 
reflections more dismal, than fancy can paint, or the 
powers of man describe. 

Consternation and traror now took possession 
of every mind : and the screajiis of the women and 
children, running from door to door, heightened the 
horrors of the scene. All the citizens took up arni-s, 
add the general assembly vested the governor with 
the command of the national guards, requesting him 
to give .such orders as the urgency of the case 
seemed to demand. 

One of ibe first measures w'as to send the wliite 
women and children on board the ships in the 
harbour; and, very serious apprehensions being en- 
tertained i^iccrning the <lornestic negroes within 
the town, a "^eat proportion of the ablest men 
among them were likewise sent on sliipboard and 
closely guarded. 

There still remained in the city a considerable 
body of free mulattoes, who had not taken, or af- 
fected not to take, any part in the disputes between 
their brethren of. colour and the white inhabitants. 
Their situation was extremely critical ; for the lower 
class of whites, considering the mulattoes as the im- 
mediate^nuthors of the rebellion, marked them fof 
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destruction; and the whole nurnbei in the town 
would undoubtedly have been murdered without 
scruple, if the goveinoi and the coloaia! assembly 
had not vigorously interposed, and taken them undei 
their immediate protection. Grateful jbr this inter- 
position in their favour (perhaps not thinking their 
lives otherwise secure) all the able men among 
them offered to march immediately against the 
rebels, and to leave their wives and children as 
hostages for their fidelity. Their offer was accepted, 
and they were enrolled in different companies of 
the militia. 

The iis.senibly continued their deliberations 
throughout the night, amidst the glare of the sur- 
rounding conflagrations ; and the inhabitants, being 
strengthened by a number of seamen from the ships, 
and brought into some degree of order and military 
subordination, were now desirous that a detachment 
should be sent to attack the strongest body of the 
revolters. Orders were given accordingly ; and 
M. de Touzard, an officer who had distinguished 
himself in the service of the North Americans, 
took the command of a party of militia and troopS 
of the line. With these he marched to the planta- 
tion of a M. Latouiv^and attacked a body of about 
four thousand of the rebel negroes. Many were 
destroyed, but to littic purpose ; for Touzard, find- 
ing the number of revolkrs to increase in more 
than a centuple proportion to their losses, was at 
length obliged to retreat; and it cannot be doubted, 
that if the rebels had forthwith proceeded to tlic 
town, defenceless as it then was towards the plain^ 
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they might have fired it without difficulty, and de- 
stroyed all its inhabitants, or compelled them to fly 
to the sliijipiiig for refuge. 

Sensible of this, the governor, by the advice of 
the assembly, determined to act for some time solely 
on the defensive; and as it was every moment to 
be apprehended that the revolters would pour down 
upon the town, the fir.st measure resorted to was tor 
fortify the roiifds‘,and passes leading into it. At the 
eastern extremity,' the main road from the plain is 
intersected by a river, which luckily, had no bridge 
over it, and was crossed in ferr)?-boats. For the 
defence of this passage, a battery of cannon was 
raised on boats lashed together ; while two small 
camps were formed at proper distances on the banks. 
The other principal entrance into the town, and 
contiguous to it towards tlie south, was through a 
mountainous district, called It Haut du Cap. Po.s- 
session was immediately taken of these heights, and 
considerable bodies of troops, with such artillery a.s 
could be spared, were stationed thereon. But these 
precautions iSbt being thought sufficient, it was also 
determined to surround the whole town, except the 
side next the sea, with a strong palisade and cheoaux 
defrize ; in the erecting and completing of which, 
all the inhabitants laboured without distinction or 
intermission. At the same time, an embargo was 
laid on all the shipping in the harbour ; a measure 
of indispensable necessity, calculated as well to ob- 
tain the assistance of the seamen, as to secure a 
retreat for the inhabitants in the last extremity. 
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ni '< . To such of the distant parishes as wercopoii to 
w/w communication either by land or by sea, notice of 
the revolt had been transmitted within a few hours 
after advice of it was received at the Cape ; and tlic 
white inhabitants of many of those parishes had 
therefore found time to establish camps, and form 
a cliain of posts, which for a short time seemed to 
j)reventthe rebellion spreading beyond the Northern 
province.* I'wo of those camps however, one at 
Grande Riviere, the other at Dondon, were attacked 
by the negroes (wlio were here openly joined by 
the mulattoes) and forced with great slaughter. At 
Dondon, the whites maintained the contest for 
seven hours ; but were overpowered by the infinite 
disparity of numbers, and compelled to give way, 
with the loss of upwards of one hundred of their 
body. Ihe survivors took refuge in the Spanish 
territory. 

These two districts therefore ; the whole of the 
rich and extensive plain of the Cape, together with 
the contiguous mountains, were now wholly aban- 
doned to the ravages of the enemy : and the cruelties 
which they exercised, uncontroled, on such of the 
miserable whites as fell into tMir hands, cannot be 
remembered withoist horror, nor reported in terms 


* It is, believed that a general’ inlurfectioH was to have 
taken place throughout the rolony on the ‘25th of August (St. 
Louis's day); but that the impatience and impetuosity of 
some negroes on the plain, induced them to commence their 
operations two days before tpe time. 
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strong enough to convey a proper idea of their 
atrocity. 

They seized Mr. Blen, an officer of the police, 
and having nailed liirn alive tQ..one of the gates of 
his plantation, chopped otf his limbs one by one, 
with an axe. 

A poor man named Robert, a carpenter by 
trade, endeavouring to conceal himself from the 
notice of the rebels, was discovered in his hiding- 
place; and the savages declared that he should die in 
the way of his occupation : accordingly they bound 
him between two boards, and deliberately sawed 
him asunder. 

M. Cardineau, a planter of Grande Rvokre., 
had two natural sons by a black woman. He had 
manumitted them in their infancy, and bred them 
up with great tenderness. They both joined in the 
revolt ; and when their father endeavoured to divert 
them from their purpose, by soothing language and 
pecuniary offers, they took his money, and then 
stabbed him to the heart. 

All the white, and even the mulatto children 
whose fathers had not joined in the revolt, were 
murdered without exception, frequently before the 
eyes, or clinging to the bosoms, of their mothers. 
Young women of all ranks were first violated by a 
whole troop of barbarians, and then generally put 
to death.' Some of them were indeed reserved for 
the further gratification of the lust of the savages, 
and others had their eyes scooped out with a knife. 

In the parish of Liinb^, at a place called the 
Great Ravine, a venerable planter, the father of 
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tHAi’. two beautiful voiiug ladies was tied down l)\ a 

VI ^ ^ . * 

^ savage ringleader of a band, who ravisbed the 
eldest dati^bter in his presence, and dcliv(>rcd ovn 
thtjjyoungest to one of his followers ; their j'ci'>sion 
being satislied, they slaughtered both the fathei 
and the dai^ghters. *• 

Amidst tliesc scenes of Iiorrcr, one instam < 
liowevcr occurs of such^fidelity and attachment m 
a negro, as Is equally uneKpected and aflectiug 
Mons. and Madame Baillon, their daughter and 
son-in-law, and two white servants, reading on 
mountain plantation about thii ty miles li otn CapL 
Traii^ois, were apprised of the icvoll by "ft' o* 
their own slaves, who was hiniselt in the cunspirm y, 
but promised, if possible, to save the lives ot his 
master and his family. Jfaving no iminediale 
means of providing for their i;sc>p“, he fou<Iiicted 
them ijito an adjacent wood; after whit'h ho went 
and joined the revolters. Th<' lolh'vai., night, 
ho found an opportunity , of Ininging them pnj 
visions from the rebel camp. Thu second night 
he leturned again, with a forth* r supply of pro 
visions ; but declared that it would be. out of hi- 
power to give them any further tistaucc. After 
this, they saw nothing of Iho u^ro for three days ; 
but at the end of thaH-timo he came again; and di- 
rected the family how, ^to make their way ,to, a 
river which led to Port hfa«|jot, assuring them 
ihey would find a canod on a part of the river 
ywhicb he described. They followed^ his direc- 
tions, found the canoe, and got safely into it ; but 
were overset b^ the* r^idiiy of the current. 
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and after a narrow escape, thought it best to re- 
turn to their retreat in the mountains. Tlie negro, 
anxious for their safety, again found them out, 
and directed them to a broader part of the river, 
wlierc lie assured 'them he had provided a boat ; 
but said it was the last effort he could make to 
save tliein. d'licy went accordingly, but hot find- 
ing the boat, gave themselves up for lost, when 
the faithful negro again appeared like their guar- 
dian angel. He brought with him pigeons, poul- 
try and bread ; and conducted the family, by slow 
tuarciies in the night, along the banks of the ri- 
ver,. until they were within sight of the wharf at 
l^ort IMargot; when telling them they were en- 
tirely out of danger, he took his leave for ever, 
and went to join the rebels. 'J be family were in 
the woods ninetc c n nights 

Let us now turn, our attention back to the 
town of the Cape ; where, the inhabitants being 
at length placed, or supposed to be placed, in 
some sort of security, it was thought necessary by 
the governor and "assembly, that offensive opera- 
tions against the rebels should be renewed) and a 
small army, under the command of M. Rouvray, 
marched to. the eastern part of the plain, and en- 
camped at a place called Roucrou. A" very con- 
siderable body of rte rebel negroes took posses- 
sion, about the same time, of the large buildings 

* This account was communicAted by Madame liailloo her- 
self to a friend of the author, who wa-s with him at JSt.Domhi- 
go, and who spoke French like a native; from that friend 1 re- 
ceived it tlie same day, and inipiediately .committed the particu- 
lars to writing. 
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CHAi*. on the plantation of M. Gallifct, and mounted 
w.-w somq heavy pieces of artillery on the walls. They 
bad procured the cannon at diflferent shipping 
plac^ and harbours along the coast, where it had 
b^n placed in time of ^r by the government, 
■ and imprudently left unprotected ; but. ijt'^ w'as a 
matter of great surprize by what means Jjley ob- 
tained ammunition*. From this plant^on they 
sent out foraging parties with which the whites 
ha^ frequent skirmishes. In thpe engagements, 
the llhegroes seldom stood their ^^ound longer 
than to receive - and return a singl^ volley, but 
they appeared again the next day; and though 
they w'ere at length driven out of their intfench- 
incnts with infinite slaughter, ^t their numbers 
.seemed not to diminish : — as soot as one body was 
cut off, another appeared, and thus they succeed- 
ed in the object of harassing and destroying the 
whites by perpetual fatigue, and reducing the 
country to a desert. 

To detail the various conflicts, skirmishes, mas- 
sacres, and scenes of slaughter, which this exter- 
minating w'ar produced, were to offer a disgusting 
and frightful picture^; a cor. .bination of horrors ; 

* It was discovered afterwards, that great quantities of 
powder and ball'werfe stoleti by the negroes in the town of Cape 
Franqois from the king's arsen^tl, and a'eeretly conveyed to the 
rebelifr. Most of the fire arms' at first in their possession were 
aupp^ed to have been part of Og^s importation. 'But it grieve? 
me to add, that the r^'els w''ere afterwards abundantly supplied 
bjr ismaZl vessels from North America ; the masters of which 
felt no scruple to receive in |>aymcnt sugar and ruin, from es- 
tates of ‘wi.iicli the owners bad-be^ih murdefed by the men with 
w hou) they t^tfioked; 
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wherein we should behold cruelties unexampled chap. 
in the annals of mankind ; tinman blood ‘poured 
forth in torrents ; the earth blackened with ashe8> 
and the air tainted with pestilence. It was com- 
puted that, within .(two, months after the revolt 
first began, upwards ' of two thousand w'hitb per- 
sons, of all conditions and ages, had been massa- 
cred that one hundred and eighty sugar plan- 
tations, and about nine hundred coffee, cotton, 
and indigo .settlements had been destroyed (the 
building.? thereon being cori.sumed by fire), and 
one thousand two hundred Christian families re- 
duced from opulence to such a state of misery, as 
to depend altogether for their clothing and suste- 
nance on public and private charity. Of the 
insurgents, it was reckoned that upwards of ten 
tliousahd had perished by the sword or by famine ; 
and some hundreds by the hands of the execu- 
tioner ; — many of then), I am sorry to say, under 
' the torture of the wheel ; — a System of revenge 
and retaliation, Which no enormities of savage life 
could justify or excuse *. 

* Two of these ual^ppy men suffered in this manner under 
the window of the author's lodgings, and in his presence, at 
Cape Francois, on Thursday the . 28th of September, 1791. 

They were broken on two pieces of timber placed crosswise. 

One of them expired, on receiving the third stroke on his 
stomach, eachof.hW l^ijtahd arms having bee^ first broken in 
two places; the first three blows he bore without a groan. The 
other had a iiarider fatfi. VVheo t!ie executioner, after breaking 
his legs ahd arms, lift^ up theinstrumeht togive the fioisliing 
stroke on th^..btaa$t, and wliich, by patting the criminal out of 
his pain, iscaUed./e cottp dei'rttce, the mob, withtheferociotisness 
of eannibalW «ancil out arretw / (stop) and conipclled him to . 
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IliUierto, my narrative has applied chiefly ta 
transactions* in tlie Northern province, I grieve 
to relate, that the flames of rebellion soon began 
to break foi th also in the Western division. Here^ 
hot»ever, the insurgents were chiefly men of co- 
lour, of whom upwards of two thousand appeared 
in arms in the parish of Mirebelals, B^'ng joined 
by about six hundred of thn negro aliftvest they 
l>egan their operatiot^ by burning the colfiee plan- 
tations in the mountains adjacent to the plain of 
Cul-de-Sac. Some detachments of the milifary 
hich were sent against them from Port au Prince 
were lepulsed ; and the insurgents continued to 
lavage and bum the country through an extent of 
thirty miles, practising Uie same excesses and fe* 
rocious baibaiities towards such of the wiiites 
as fell into their hands, as were displayed hy 
the rebels in the North. They had the auda- 
city at length to approach Port au Prince, with 
intention, as it was belief, to set it on fire ; 
and so defenceless was the state of that devoted 
town, that its destruction seemed inevitable. 
Many of the mulatto chiefs# . however, finding 
that theii a4empts to g^in over the negro 
slaves on the sugar plunta'idlis in this part of 
tlie country, were not attended that success 
which they expected, expressed en ^unwillingness 

leave his work unfinUltSd, tliut conditiop, the miser, 
able wretch, with his broken llibbs doubled ufi, was put on i 
cart wheel, which was placed horizontally, one end of theaxle* 
iTsee being driven into the earth. He seemed perfectly sensible 
but uttered not a groan At the end of forijr piinuties, some 
l^ngltsh seamen, who were spectators of tbe tfi^ly, strangled 
him in mercy. 
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to proceed to this extremity ; declariog that they 
took up arms not to desolate the colony, but 
merely to support the National decree of the 15th 
of May, and that they- were not averse to a recon- 
ciliation. These' Mhti'nients coming to the know-' 
ledge of M. de Junieeourt, a planter of eminence, 
he undertook the office of mediator, and through 
his wdl-llmed and powerful interposition, a truce 
or convention, = called the concordat, was agreed 
upon the 11th of September, bct^veen the free 
people of colour, and- the white inhabitants of 
Port 'au l*rince, of which ' the cliief provisions were 
nn oblivion of the past, and an engageineirt on 
the part of the whites, to admit in full force the 
national decree of the 15th of May, so often men- 
tioned ; — certainly the ostensible, though ])erha[)s 
not the sole and original cause of the rebellion *. 

Instructed - by- 'this example, and softened, it 
may be presumed,' by the loyal and temperate con- 
duct of the, free m jib iiiwr’s in the town of Cape 
I’ranfois, related, the general assembly, 

by a proclamation - of the 2(Uh of Septemjjcr, de- 
clared that |liey woulcl no longer oppose the opera- 
tion of the same de^ee. They event went further, 
and announced. a« intention to grant considerable 
indulgencies towards such free people of colour as 
W'erd not comprehended in it, meaning those! who 

* It sHoold also ,hav«!rbeen observed, that thecOndemniation 
anti execution of Og^'is^pronouficedjirf'thia concordat, iiifa- 
“ jjftous!, and to beJbeVd iii everlasting execration.” . These ex- 
pressions were literally copied from a letter of Abbet^regoire., 
I am obliged to the aathof of the hii^tory of Europe ih the An- 
nual Register for 1792 (Rivingtoifaedit.) fdr reinfnclingmc of 
this circumstance. 1 ' ; 
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CHAP, were bom of enslaved parents. They voted at 
the same timp the formation of certain free com- 
1791 . panics of .inulattoes, wherein the men of colour of 
all descriptions, possessed of certain qualifications, 
should be allowed to serve as commissioned officers. 

These concessions, at an earlier period, would 
liave operated with powerful effect in the salvation 
of the colony; but they now came too late, and 
produced only a partial truce, a temporary and 
fallacious cessation of miseries. The wounds that 
had been inflicted were yet green and bleeding; 
and the dark and sullen passions of disappointed 
pride, anger, malice, hatred and revenge, were 
secretly burning in the ^oomy minds of ail par- 
ties. The flames were smothered, not extin- 
guished ; soon to break out again, with aggra- 
vated violence and greater fury than ever. 
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CHAPTER VH. 

Of the Ilotives ’nthich induced the People of Colour 
to join the revoited Negtves — Conduct of the 
British Associettion for the Aholition of the Slave" 
Trade, and of the Society in Paris called Les 
Amis des Noirs — '■Letter from Abb^ Gregoirc 
to the people of Colour— r Repeal of the Decree 
• of the \5th May, \79^^Effects of that Mea- 
sulre — Civil War w'tth the Mtilattocs renewed — 
Port au Prince destroyed by Fire — Cruelties ex- 
ercised by both Parties — Arrival at Cape Fran- 
cois (f the Civil Comm'm'toners. 

Before I proceed to a renewal of those dis- 
gusting scenes of devastation, slaughter, and ruin, 
which my duty, as a faithful, historian, calls upon 
me to describe (happy if they serve as an impres- 
sive lesson to other nations!) it seems necessary 
to remove some difficulties which may possibly * 
have arisen in the mind of the reader, concerning 
the original and primary cause of the junction 
and co-operation of so large a number of the ne- 
gro slaves, in this rebellion, wdth the men of co- 
lour. That the whole body of the latter in St, 
Domingo had solid grouiod of complaint and dis- 
satisfaction, cannot be denied. There is a point 
at which .oppression sometimes arrives, when for- 
bearance under it ceases to be a virtue; ' and I 
should readily have admitted that the actual situa- 
tion and condition of the mulattoes in the French 
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islands would have made resistance a duty, if it 
did not appear, from what I have ah eady related, 
that the redress of their grievances occupied the 
very first deliberations of the first general assem- 
bly of representatives that ever met in, St. Do- 
mingo. Certainly, then, no justification can be 
offered for those pestilent reformers, who could 
persuade these unfortunate people to seek that re- 
lief by rebellion and massacre, which was -offered 
to them by the supreme power of the country, as 
a spontaneous hnd voluntary concession; — the 
homage of enlightened reason on the altar of hu- 
manity. C/Oncerning the enslaved negroes, how- 
ever, it does not appear that the conduct of the 
whites towards them was in general reprehensible. 

I believe, on the whole, it was as lenient and in- 
dulgent as was consistent with their own safety. 
It was the mulatto people themselves who were 
the hard-hearted task-masters to the nrgi oes. 
The same indignities which they received fiom 
the whites, they .directed without scruple towards 
the blacks; exercising over the latter every spe- 
cies of that oppression which they loudly and just- 
ly complained ef, when exercised on themselves ; 
— and this is a true picture of hibman nature. By 
what means, then, if will be asked, were the ne- 
groes induced, to forget their resentments, and 
join with those who were the constant objects both . 
of their envy and, batr^ ? ^ . 

In order to reply to this question with as much 
accuracy and precision 'as the subject Will admit, 
it is necessary to recur to the proceedings of the) 
two associfttions, .of which mention was made in ' 



ST. DOMINGO. 


69 

the Second Chapter of this History; namely; the -chap. 
British association for the abolition of tlie slave 
trade, which held its meetings' in the Old. Jewry 
in London ; and the society called Lts Anm des 
Noirs in Paris. A short review of the conduct 
of these societies will • serve not ordy to lessen the 
surprize which may be felt at the revolt of the » 
negroes of St. Domingo, but also raise’ a consi* 
derable degree of astonishment that the enslaved 
negroes in the British islands had not given them 
the example. ' , 

I have observed, that the society in London 
professed to have nothing 'more in view than to 
obtain an act of the legislature for prohibiting the 
further introduction of African slaves into the 
British colonies. I have said, that “ they disr 
claimed all intention of interfering with the go- 
“ vernment and condition of the negroes already 
“ in the plantations ; publicly declaring their 
“ opinion ^o txj, that a general emancipation of 
those people, in their present state of ignorance’ 

“and barbarity, instead of a blessing, would 
prove to them the source of. misfortune and mi- 
“ sery.” Blit although such were their ostensible . 
declarations as a public body, the leading mem- 
bers of the society, in the same moment, held a 
very different language ; and even the society itr 
self (acting as such). < pursued ; a Une of ' conduct, 
directly and immediately repwgMnt to their own ‘ 
professions^, i ' Beisides using e^vef^.:' possible endea- 
vour ..to inflame , the * publlGi-df Grisat Britain 
agt^nst^.tfre planters, they disfributed at a prodi- 
gious expence throughout the colonies, tracts and 
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pamphlets without number, the direct tendency 
of which was to render the white inhabitants 
odious* and contemptible in the eyes of their own 
slaves, and excite in the latter such ideas of their 
natural rights and equality of condition, as should 
lead them to a general struggle for freedom through 
rebellion and bloodshed. In many of those writ- 
ings, arguments are expressly acWuced, in language 
which cannot be misunderstood^ to urge the ne- 
groes to rise up and murder their masters without 
mercy. — “ Resistance,” say they, is always justi- 
“ fiable where force is the substitute of right : no}' 
“ is the commission of a civil crime possible in a 

state of slavery'' These sentiments are repeat- 
ed in a thousand different forms ; and in order 
that they might not. lose their effect by abstract 
reasoning, a reverend divine of the church of Eng- 
land, in a pamphlet addressed to the chairman or 
president of the society, pours forth the most ear- 
nest prayers, in the most undisguised expressions, 
that the negroes would destroy all the white people, 
men, women, and children, in the West Indies ; 
“ Should we not (he exclaims) approve their 
“ conduct in their violence? Should wo not crov.a 
“ it with eulogium, if they fexterrairiate their U- 
“ rants with fire' afid sword ! ^Should they even de~ 
“ libetately the , most exquisite tortures on 

“ thpse tyrantSy mould ifiey j^ot be excusable in the 
“ tnofal judgmertt of ' those, who properly value 
^ thosO indstima^e' blessings, rational and religi- 
y ops liberty * ?” • , , . ‘ . 

,* This is a fair extract from'lietter addrdised to Granville 
Sliarp, Es<lj chairman of thasociety in the Old Jewry, hy the 
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Be.sides distributing pamphlets of tliij com- 
plexion gratis'^ ait the doors of all the churches and 
places of worship in the kingdom, and throughout 
the colonies, the society, pr persons ip their name, 
caused a medal to he struck, containing the figure 
of a naked negro, loaded with chains, and in the 
attitude of imploring mercy; thousands of which 
also wefe dispersed among the negroes in each of 
the sugar islands, for the instruction, I presume, of 
such of them as could not read ; but, unhappily, 
this instance of provident caution was. not requi- 
site; for so many negro domestics return ‘annu- 
ally from Europe to the West Indies, as constantly 
furnish a sufficienU number of living instructors ; 
and certain it is (I pronounce it from my o^nt 
knowledge respecting Jamaica) that the labours 
of the society on their behalf, as well as many of 
the most violent, speeches in the British parlia- 
ment, wherein the whole body of planters were 
painted as a herd of blood-thirsty and remorseless 
• tyrants, were explained to the negro slaves, in terms 
well adapted to their capacities, and suited, as 
might have been supposed, to their feelings. It 
will he difficult to say tvhat other measures tiie 
Old Jewry associates could havc.Jtakcrt to excite a 
rebellion, except that <jf furnishing the objccta of 
their solipitude with fii’e-arms add ammunition. 

ReVerelid percival Stpckdale> A. Of such waters the plan- 
ters may >vell excl^iai> *\Fogiv^ theyi know not what they 
do!" The same ejaculation J[ applied lio the learned and piou;^ 
Samuel Johnson, wflip possessed a negro servant, and before 
whom he frequently gav# as a toast, ** ji speedy rebellion of the 
negroes in JamakOj and^ success to them!" 
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CHAP. Hitherto, this society had served as a model 
and exemplar to that of Paris; but a disposition 
to stop at half measures constitutes no part of 
the French character ; and the society of Amh 
des Noirs resorted, without scruple, to those mea- 
, sur^ which tlioir fellow labourers in London still 
hesitated to adopt :• beginning with the class of 
free mulattoes, because they found many of them 
in France who became the willing instruments of 
their purppses ; and who undertook to interpret 
to the negroes in the French coibnies the wislres 
and good intentions towards them of their friends 
in the mother-country. Thus an opening was 
made towards conciliation and union between 
the two classes. The negroes, believing that it 
was only . through the agency of the mulattoes, 
and the connections of those tJwple in France, 
they could obtain a^^'cgular supply of arms and 
aimnunitiou, forgot or sftspended their ancient 
animosities ; and the men of colour, sensible that 
nothing but the co-operation of the enslaved ne- 
groes, (ilocile, as they supposed them to be, from 
their ignorance, and in’esislihlc from their num- 
bers) could give success to cause, courted 

them with such,^ assiduity as gained over at least 
nine-tenths of all; the slaves .in^the Northern pro- 
vince of St; Domittgo. 

-'T’here.seeinsi .however, to4i,ave been some appre- 
hensions entertained -by the leading men among 
i[\& Amis, des A'c«‘/v,.thaj; \Uie decree of the national 
assembly of. the loth of May, confined as the bene- 
fits of it . were to -the people of colour exclusively^ 
(and of those, 'to such .oply^ as were born of free 
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parents) might give rise to jealousies and suspi- 
cions, destructive of that unanimity between the 
different classes, the maintenance of whicli was an 
object of the last importance. 'J’o obviate any 
misapprehensions on this aepount, as well as to 
keep the mulattoes firm to their purpose, the 
Gregoire wrote and published his celebrated cir- 
cular letter ; — a performance which, if the inten- 
tions of the writer had been as pure as his expres- 
sions are eloquent, would have reflected Instic on 
his abilities*. What effect this distinguished 
piece of oratory may have had on the rugged and 
unenlightened minds of savage jteople, I pretend 
not to ascertain. It is certain that the Abb^ Gre- 
goire was considered by the negroes in St. ]')o- 
mingo as their great advocate.and patron ; a sort 
of guardian angel or tutelary deity ; of the good 
eflects of whose benevolet^ interposition and 
friendly offices their masters unjustly depri%ctl 
them, and on whose support and assistance they 
might confidently rely, in the attempt, througlj 
lebeilion and murder, to obtain justice for theiu- 

lioth classes^ of people being thus instructed 
and prepared, the decree of the 15 th of May was 
the signal of revolt, tfcte warhoop of massacre. From 
tire clamour which it C5tcSted amongst all orders of 
the whites in l&t Doming classes espe- 

cially) the peopl^^ofii colou^ ns F have shewn, had 
leason to appfehepd that mischieffi of an Cktensive 
and alarming nature were ntedlteted against them. 

^ The reader wtll fiad a tran^liition ot this letter at the end 
of the present Chaptfer. ^ 
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CHAP. They were thus fumibhed with a plausible, and, 
had they meant to have acted solely on the defen- 
iTDi. jjjyg^ a justifiable cause for resorting to arms; but, 
unhappily, the stiong tide of popular prejudice 
which prevailed in thp mother country against the 
planters, and the great majority which voted for 
the fatal deciee in the national assembly, weic 
eircumstances that inspired them with so danger- 
ous a confidence in their own resources, as over- 
powered all considerations of prudence, policy, 
and humanity. 

It must be considered, at the same time, that the 
enslaved negroes (ignorant and depressed as we 
suppose them to be) could not possibly be unob- 
servant of these combined and concurring circum- 
stances. They beheld the coloured people in open 
hostility against the whites. They Were assured, 
that the former hadj&the fullest sbpport and en- 
couragement fiom the supreme legislature of the 
mother country. They were taught to believe, 
that themselves also were become the objects of 
the paternal soiicHode of the king and the na- 
tional assembly, who wished to rescue them from 
the dominion of their maste^, and invest them 
with their estates. ^It appe, 4 re^ from indisputable 
evidence, that assurances of this nature were held 
out to the i^slaved negroes ;-;-aS8urance8 which 
could not but excite, their attehtion, awaken their 
fat^ties, and rou.se them to^ action. Whoever 
sh^t calmly deliberates on these, and the other 
if&cts that have been stated, will find no difficulty 
m accounting for the ‘dreadful extent of this in- 
- surrection ; or in assigning i% to its proper cause. 
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aud tracing to the fountain-head those rivers of 
blood which still continue to flow in this unfor- 
tunate and devoted colony * ! 

But it is now time to advert to the proceedings 
which occurred in Fr^smcg w'here we left Gregmrty 
La Fayette, Robespierre, and the rest of the society 
of Amis des Noirs, exulting in the triumph they 
bad obtained bn the* 15th of. May; and perhaps 
waiting, in the ardent hope and expectation, tliat 
their obnoxious decree of that date, would, produce 
those very evils which actually resulted from it. 
It was hot until thb beginning of September that 
information arrived at Paris concerning the recep- 
tion which the account of this decree had met 
with in St. Domingo, The tumults, disorders, 
and confusions that it produced there w'ere now 

* In September 179 1> when th^uthor was at Cape Fran- 
cois, he dined with a large company on board the frigate la Prii^ 
dente, conimaned by Mons. Joyeuse (at present a distinguished 
admiral in the service of the new republic, by the name of 
Villarei) vi hen, jfi the midst of the entertainment^ a loud excla- 
mation from the crew announced I/iat the gunner was returned. 
This man, who bad been missingsome weeks, wag immediately 
brought forward;, and gave the following account of tho cause 
of liis absence. He said that, liaVing gone on shore, to collect 
green meat for the pigs,hewaa surrounded by the rebel negroes, 
vt ho were about putting him to death, when Jean Fr^n^ois, the 
chief, finding that he was an officer in the king's service, or- 
dered that his life should be spared, alleging, the king was 
their friend. They detained him however as a prisoner, and 
compelled him to load and point their artillerj^in the at tack at 
M. Gallifet's plantation before-mentioned. On the defeat of 
the rebels in that, engagement, he fortunately made his'escape 
from them. Some of the shocking enormities and cruelties in- 
flicted by the rebels on their vrhile prisoners, as related in the 
preceding pages, were committed hi this maii’vg presence. 
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the strongest colouring, and the loss ; 
of the colony to I'i’ance was universally appre- 
bended. At this time, however, no suspicion was 
entertained concerning the enslaved negroes ; but 
pi civil war, between the whites and the mulattoes, 
was believed to be inevitable. The commercial and 
manufacturing towns predicting the ruin of their 
trade and shipping, and the loss of their capitals 
from existing dangers, presented remonstrances 
and petitions to the natit^nal assembly, urging the 
necessity of an immediate repeal of all the decrees 
by which the rights of the planters were invaded ; 
'that of the 15th of May especially. The consti- 
tuent national assembly was now on tlie point of 
dissolution, and perhaps wished to leave every 
thing in peace. At the same time the tide of po- 
pular prejudice, which had hitherto ran with such 
violence against the colonists, was beginning to 
turn. Most of those members whose opinions in 
colonial concerns, a few months before, had guided 
the deliberations of the na^^al assembly, were 
now either, silently disr^ai^^^or treated with 
outrage ; — a strong and striking proof* of the light- 
ness and versatility of the Fregoh character. At 
length a motion was made ta annul the obnoxi- 
ous decree, and (strange to tell !) on the ‘24th of 
September its repeal was actually voted by a 
large majority ! — At this remarkable change of 
st^iment in- the supreme legislature, it is neces- 
sary to pause, and remind the reader of what was 
^oing at the same time in St. Domingo ; where 
.as we have seen, on the l ith of that very month, 
the' concordat, or truce, took place between the 
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people, of colour and the white inhabitants of chap 
Port an Prince; and on the 20tb, tlu colonul 
assembly at Cape Franif^s publi'jhed the pu)cla- 
mation mentioned in the latter pait of ih' pre- 
ceding Chaptu Thij|i* almost in the vc»y tno- 
ment when the tind’ necessity of the aecree 

were acknowledged^ and its faithful pbservjun;e 
promised, by the colonial assei^bly, its repeaj wfiS 
pronounced by the natkiYu^l Wgislfttaie in^thh 
mother country 1 ^ , ’ 

Xfi such repugnancy and absmdity must every 
govermpent be drivep ijia^ attempts to regulate 
and direct the local concerns of a country tblree 
thousand miles distant. Of tlje tvvcKipeashr^s that 
have been mentioned; it is difficult to say which 
produced the greatest calamities; the decree of 
tlie Jdth of May in the jfhst instance; oi its uu- 
cx[)ected repe^^at the and, ip the inanner 
related 1 D^hts hafi' aris^ in .die minds 

of tlie mnUttpi^^QCIteipiJng th^ sincerity and good 
faith of the with’ respect to the c»«- 

cordat. Jbej^^'ipipfil^ns and^ apprehensions had 
indeed gfow^ fdi^ch^et heig|^h aSji^to induce them 
to insisj^pp a ^a^d conhrniation of its pro- 

visions ; which ” wBi^e ^ aOSP^ingiy. granJ^ them, 
by d new |nstrnn^, ojlj ttd&ty of the^ JlJtih pf Oc- 
tober, and a 6uppl|gientary‘agjeeineik the SOtli 
of the same month : dd spoder wa Acu^heniic 

information receavkl of the proceeding, in I'rance, 
in the repesd o(<tbe d^^iee^ than aU trust and 
hdence, and ev^^bope of reeoncUiadon and 
amity between the -,iw^ classes, ‘vamped for ever. 

It' was not po|siliJle to persuade the mhlattoes that 

, VOL. in. H * 
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CH vi> the planters in the colony were innocent, and igno 
rant of the transaction. They accused the whites 
of the most horrid duplicity, faithlessness, and 
treachery ; and publicly declared that one party or 
the other, themselves or the whites, must be utterly 
destro3fed and exterminated -There was no longer. 
Uiey said, an alternative. 

In this disposition, ex,asperated to frenzy, the 
coloured people throughout the Western and 
Southern provinces flew to arms. In the Southern 
piovince, a body of them became masters of Port 
St. Louis ; but the inhabitants of Port au Prince 
having l)een reinforced, a short time before, by 
the arrival of some troops from Europe, .were bet- 
ter prepared, and drove the revellers from the 
city with great slaughter. They took post in the 
palish of des Bouquets; but found means, 

however, before their retreat, to set fire to the 
city, and a dreadful conflagration ensued, in 
which more than one-third of the buildings were 
consumed. 

Open war, and war in all its horrors, was now 
renewed. All *the soft workings of humanity — 
what our great dramatic poe||^ calls the compunc- 
tious visitings qf nfiture — vvere now absoibed in 
the raging and insatiable thirst of revenge, which 
inflamed eadh class alike, . It was no longer a 
Contest for mere victory, b$t a diabolical emula- 
tion' which party could iqflicjt the most abotnin- 
'jible cruelties on the other. The enslaved negroes 
i^n the district called Cuirde-Sac having joined the 
mulattoes, a J>ldody engagement took place, in 
which the negroes, being ranged in front, and 
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acting without any kind of discipline, left two ihou- 
santl of their nuntber dead on* the field. Of the 
muldttoes about fifty were killed, and several taken 
prisoners. The whites claimed the victory ; but for 
want of cavalry were unable to improve it by a pur- 
suit, and contented themsches with satiating their 
levenge on their captives. Every refinement in 
cruelty that the most depraved imagination could 
suggest, was practised on the persons of those 
wretched men. One of the mulatto leaders was 
unhappily among the number: him the victors 
placed on an. elevated seat in a cart, and secured 
him in it t>y driving large spiked nails through his 
feet into the’boards. In this condition he was led 
a miserable spectacle through the city. His bones 
were afterwards broken, and he w'as then thiown 
alive into the flames ! 

The mulattoes scorned to be outdone in deeds 
of vengeance, and atrocities shameful to huma- 
nity. In the neighbourhood of Jeremie a bod\ 
of them attacked the house of M. Sejourn^, and 
secured the persons both ctf him and his wife. 
This unfortunate woman (my hand trembles while 
I write!) was far advanced in her pregnancy. The 
monsters whose ptisoner sfie was, having first mui- 
dered her husband ip her presence, rijjped hci up 
alive, and threw the infant to the hogs. ''They then 
(how shall I relate it !) sewed up the head of the 
murdered husband in—, — ! ! ! — Such are thy tri- 
umphs, philanthropy ! 

With' these enormities terminated thi disas- 
trous year 1791, Justl^efore* Christmas the thiee 
civil commissioners nominated by the national as^ 
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( HAF sembly for St. Domingo, arrived at Cape Franfoih. 

, Much was expected from their appointment by the 
friends of peace and good order ; but the sequel « ill 
shew that they effected very little towards restoiing 
the peace of the country. 


Tramlatwn of the Letter of Abbe Gregoire, 
Bishop of the Department of Loire and Cher, 
Deputy of the National Assembly, to the Citi- 
zens ^of Colour in the French JV ^st Indies, 
concerning the Decree of the \5th oj May, 
1791 . ^ 

FRIENDS! 

’YOU were MElST^-^you are |iow CITIZENS. 
Ilcinstiited in the fulness of your* rights, you tvill, in future, 
pai ticipate of the sovereignty of the people. The decree which 
the national assembly has just published respecting you, is 
i\oi a favour, for ftivour is a .* and a privilege to 

one class of people is an Injury to all the rest.— They are 
vvords which will no longer disgrace the laws of the l^rench. 

In securing to you the exercise of your political rights, we 
tutve acquitted ourselves of a to have paid it, 

would have been a ori natron OUf ^ disgrace to the 

constitution. The legislators of a free nation certainly could 
not do less you than our Upci^nt despots have done. 

H is now above a century^ago that l#ouis XIV . solemnly 
O|ikno\^te"dged and praclaifh<?<^ rights : but of this sacred 
inheritance ypti*have been defrauded by pride and avarice, 
^ ^'Which have gradually increased your burthens, and etobh- 
tered your existence. ^ 

The regenci^Nion of the French empire opened ^our hearts 
to hope, whu^e cheering influence has alleviated the weight of 
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your miseried : mi&eries of which the people of Europe had (h\i* 
no idea. While the whjte planters resident among ns were 
loud in their complaints .against ministf^ial tyranny, they 
took especial care to be silent as to thevr own Not a hint 
was suggested concerning the complaints of the unhappy 
people of mixed blood; who^ notwithstanding, are tlicir own 
children. It ib we, who, at the distance of two thousand 
leagues from you, have been consfrained to protfct tho< 5 e 
iluldren against the neglect,^ the conteaipt, the unnatural 
cruelty of then fatheis ! 

But it IS in vain that they 'have endeavoured io suppres<^ 
the justice of your claims. Your groans, notwithstanding the 
extent of the ocean which. Separates us, have reached the 
hearts of the European Frenchmen for they have heaits. 

God Almighty comprehends all men in the circle of his 
mercy. His love makes no distinction between them/ but 
what arises from the different degrees of their virtues ( .in 
Jaws then, which ought to be an emanation of eternal justue, 
encourage so culpable a partiality! Cah that go\crnnjtnf, 
whose duty it is to protect alike aU the members ot the same 
great family, be the ihother of one branch, anil the step- 
mother only of the others ? 

No, gentlerntii you could not escjkpe the solicitude of 
the national a&beinbly. In unfolding to tne eyes of the uni- 
verse the great charter of nature, ydur titles were traced An 
attempt had indeed been made to expilnge them, but hap- 
pily they are written in Characters as indelible as the aacred 
image of the Deity> which is graven on your countenances 

Already had the national assembly, in the instruetjons 
which it prepared for the government of the polonies, on the 
?8th of March, 1796, comprised both the Whites and people of 
colour under one common denomlnatlonv Your enemies, in 
asserting the ^pntrary,hav®pwhiishcd a falsehood. It is incon- 
^Aestably true, that when I demanded you should be expressly 
named, a great numlbcf members/ among whom, were seve- 

ral planttrsi eagerly exclw.ed, that you Wjs/e already compre- 
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( jiAP hended under the general words contained in those instrue- 
^ rions. M. Bamaye himself^ upon my repeated appeals to hini 
on that head| has at length acknowledged, before the whole 
assembly, that this was the fact. It now appe^irs how much 
reason I had to apprehend that a false construction would be 
put upon our decree ! 

New oppressions on the part of your masters, and new 
miseries on yours, until at length the cup of alHiction is filled 
even to the brim, have but too well justitied ui> apprehensions. 
The letters which 1 have received from you upon tide head, 
have forced tears from my eyes. Posterity will learn with 
astonishment and indignation, that a cause like yours, the 
justice of which is so evident, was made the subject of debate 
for not less than five days successively. Alas ! when humrimly 
is obliged to struggle so long against vanity and prejudice, 
its triumph is dearly obtained ! 

It is a long time that the society of Amis de$ Noir^ have em- 
ployed tliemselves in finding out the means to soften your lot, 
as well as that of the slaves. It is difficult<^perhaps impos- 
sible — to do good with entire impunity. The meritorious 
real of this society has drawn upon them much obloquy. Des- 
picable w riters have lanced their |:^isopou8 shafts at them, and 
impudent libels h^ve never ceased to repeat objections and ca- 
lumnies, which have been a hundred times answered and re- 
futed. How often have we been acC;ubed of being sold to the 
English, and of being paid by them for sending you inflamma- 
tory writings and arms? You know, my friends, the weakness 
and wickedness of these charj^eS. 'Ve have incessantly recom- 
mendedtoyouattachmefit to ybUr country, resignation and pa- 
tience, while VI aiting^ the return of Nothing has been 

able to cool our zeal, ortb^at of ypur brethren pf mixed blood 
who ate at Paris. M.Raimoud^jn pHrtichlar, has devoted him- 
self mostt» heroically to your ^ )Yitb wfaM transport 

- would you have seen this distingoishef^hitiaen, at the bar of 
the national assembly, of whicln he oUgbt to be a member/ 
laying before affecting picture of your misetics, and 
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strenuously claiming your rights’ If that assemhlv had sacn- 
heed thenij it would have tarnished its glory It was its duty 
to decree with justice^ to explain itself dearly, and cause its 
laws to be executed with firmness • it has done so , and if 
(which (> 9 d forbid ’) some event, hidden in the womb of tu 
turity^ should tear our colonies from us, would it not be bet- 
ter to have a loss to deplore, than an injustice to reproach 
ourselves with ? 

Citizens ! raise once more your humiliated countenances, 
and to the dignity of men, associate the courage and nobleness 
of a free people. The 15th of May, the day in which yoUs le- 
covered your rights, ought to be for ever inemoiable to you 
and to your children. This epoch will periodically awaken 
in you sentittients of gratitude towards thcvSiipreme Being ; 
and may your accents ascend to the vault of heaven, towards 
which your grateful hands will be extended ’ At length you 
have a Country. Hereafter you will see nothing above you 
but the law ^ while the opportunity of concurring in the 
framing it, will insure to you that indefeasible right of all 
mankind, the right of obeying yourselves only. 

Ydu have a country : and it wrfl no longer be a land of 
exile, where Jou meet none but tyrants on the one liand, and 
companions in misfortune on the other, the former distribut- 
ing, and the latter receiving contempt and outrage. The 
groansof ydur hflietions were punli^ed as Iheolamours of 
rebellion j a^d idtuated betweeh the uplifted poniard, and 
certain death, unhappy countries were often moistenetl 
with your teatsii and sometimea st^Uned with your blood* 

You have a countrjff Its^ptness will shine on the seat 
of your ndtjhfity. Yoi| wfU now enjoy in p^celhe ftfuits of the 
fields wlitbH ydia^re oullbated udl^i^t^onipulsion* Then 
will be filled up whielk, at an inufie^nse 

distauoef^o&'^hi^^Vs, chiidrenPf ^ father,, 

Ifmppriessed frater* 

nity asunder. ihalr^ eojoyments of conjugal 

union take place of by which 
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the majesty of moral sentiment has been insulted. By ^hat 
stranpje perversion of reason can it be deemed disgraceful m 
a wlute man to marry a black or mulatto woman^ when it is 
not thought d^honourable in him to be cortnected with her 
In the mobt licentious tVimiharity. 

The less real woith a man possesses, the more he seeks to 
arail himself of the appearances of virtue. What can he more 
absurd than to make the merit of a person to consist in dif- 
ferent shades of the skin, or in a complexion more or less sal- 
low ? The man who thmkb at all must sometimes blush at 
being a man, when he sees his fellow-creatUres blinded by 
such ridiculohs prejudices* but as unfortunately pride Is one 
of those failings we most unwillingly part with, the empire of 
prejudice U the mOst difficult to subvert : man appears to be 
uuuble to arrive at truth, until he has exhausted his strength 
in travclhng through the different paths of error 

This prejudice against the lUulattoeS and negroes has how- 
ever no existence in our Eastern colonies. Nothing can be 
more affecting than the eulogium made on the people of colour 
by the inhabitants of that part of the world, in the instructions 
given by them, to those they have appointed their deputies to 
the national assembly* The members of the hcademy of scien- 
ces pride themselves iureckohib^aniututtoof thelsleofFrance 
in the number of their correspondents* Among oursebes, a 
VKOrthy negro is a supoHor of the district of Hypo- 
Ute, m the department of Gard. JWe do nut concebe that a 
difference of colour be tho of (Afferent ^rights 

among member^ of the ^ai(plppo}iucal fltooietj|r/lt is therefore 
we find 1)0 suel^ »«*<• bme notioaal 

gpuMbi, wher offer the-’IVest Indies to 

insttte the ex^ution of ^.Ftirfectly incurring in 

the tauilabte)teati)iM;niif^if^hhii^t 6 ilJ^^t! inb^hflDts ofBour* 

deaux;»tbeylwkno%le<|^:)|^i^ 

the peo{d| qf ohloiir) ]pnideh^ 

and w),(ioi^' is aa justice. 

While the th^«i^(^s^,,hat« etw^ to 
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orilumniate your intentions, and those of the mercantile jian CHAP, 
of the nation, the conduct of those deputies is perfectly can- 
tradictory. Ardently soliciting their own iidtnission among’ 
us at Versailles ; swearing with us in the Tennis Ct>urt not to 
separate from us, until thecx>nstitotion should be established -, 
and then declaring, when the decree of the 1 5th of May was 
passed, that they could no longer c»iitinue to sit with us’ 

This desertion is a desertion of their principles, and a breach 
of their solemn oaths. 

All those white inhabitants of the colonies who arc 
worthy the name of Frenchmen, have hastened to abjure such 
ridiculous 'prejudices, and. have promised to r<*t»:ard you in 
futiire as brothers and friends* With what dchi htfiil aensA- 
tions do we cite the words of the citizens of Jacunel. “ 
swear to obey, without reserve, the, decrees of the national 
** assembly respecting our present and future constitution, 

^ and even such of them as may subatantially change it!’' 

The citizens of Port au Prince tell the nalionfil assembly the 
same thing in different word.s. Condescend, gentlemen,” 
say they, to receive tlie oath which the municipality .has 
taken to y<iu, in the n^me of the commons of Port au 
Prince, punctually to obey and execute all your decrees, 
and never to swerve from them in any respect whatsoever.” 

Thus has philosophy enlarged its horizoa in the new 
world, and soon will absurd prejudices have no other sup- 
porters than a few inferior tyrants, who wish to perpetuate 
in America, tlie reign of that despotism which has been abo- 
lished in France. 

, What would these nish have said, if the p^oijde* of colour 
had endeavoured to derive the whites^of tHevr political advan- 
tages T With whht energy would they not have exclaimed 
at such an oppression ! Infiamcd into inad^ss at finding that 
yoiir rights have beep pointed out to yoii^ their irritated pride 
may perhaps lead, them tq make every effort to render our de- 
crees Ineffectual. The/ will probably endeavour fo raise 
Shbh disturbances/'^^ hy!:.wrestii^ Colonies from the 
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mother-country, will enable them to defraud their creditori^ 
of their just debts. They have incessantly alarmed us with 
threats that St. Domingo will be lost, if jui»trce be rendered 
to you. In this assertion w'e have found nothing but false- 
hood : we please ourselves in the belief, that our decree will 
draw the bands still closer which unite you to the mother 
country. Your patriotism, your interest, and your affections ; 
will concur in inducing you td confine your commercial con- 
nections to France only ; and the reciprocal tributes of in- 
dustry will establish between her and her colonies' a constant 
interchange of riches and good offices. If you act unfaith- 
fully towards France, you will be the basest and haost aban- 
doned of the human race. But no ! generous citizens, you 
will not become traitors to your country ; yoii shudder at the 
idea. Rallied, with all other good Frenchmen, around the 
standard of liberty, you will defend bur glorious constitution. 
The day shall arrive, when the representatives of the people 
of colour will cross the ocean' to take.their seats with us/ and 
swear to live and die under ourdaws. The day shall arrive 
among you when the son will shine on none but freemen j 
w'heri the rays of light shall no longer fall bn the fetters of 
slavery. It is trde, the national .Assembly has not yet raisin) 
the condition of the enslaved negjocs to & level with your 
situation ; because suddenly g^anling the rights, to those ^Hb 
are ignorant of the duties of citizens, might perhaps have 
been a fatal present to them ^ but forget hot, that they, like 
yourselves, iire born to freedom ahd^ perfect; equality. It is 
in the irresistibld' cojaij^e^ of thin|^a;^thaf ajli 'hatiphs, wpbse ^ 
liberty has been ihvhded, skSll pfedbus portion 


of thelr/indefeUsibl^ ^ 

You arb accused 

the whites : but, alas ! so b^en , 

with which you as^rwdv t^t It 'wimld tie| 

.ne'^s in us to credit the W’ahy 

foundation for what has.beeii'iwlViimcc^^ ebil4. 

duct yourselves in futurt^ pi^fb be a shUiuefCl 
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Y our oppressors have heretofore endeavoui ed to hide fiom cif AT. 
their slaves the li^ht of Christiauity^ because the religion of 
mildness, equc^lity, .ind liberty, suits not with^ such blood- 
thirsty men. May youx coiuluct be the reverse ut tluos. 
Universal love \t> the language of the Gospel; \oor pastois 
will make it heaid among you. Open your hearts to receive 
this divine system of morality. We have mitigated ynur mis- 
fortunes . alleviate, on your part, those of the unha|>p) vie- 
tim.s of avarice, who moisten your Helds with their sweat, 
and often with their tears. Let the existence of your slaves 
be no longer iheir torment; but by your kind irtatnient of 
them, expiate the crimes of Eurojie! 

By leading them on jirogre^sively to liberty, yon wdl fulfil , 
a duty ; you will prepare for yourself the mo^t comfort djlc 
reflections : you will do honour to humanity, ami insure the 
})rosperity of the colonies. Such will be your conduct to- 
wards your brethren, the negroes ; but what ought if to be 
towards your fathers, tjfcie whites? Doubtless you will be 
permitted to shed tears over Ihe ashes ofFtrroud de liaudiere, 
and the unfortunate Og/, assassinated under the forms of law, 
and dying on the wheel for having wished to be free ! But 
may he among you perish, who shall date to entertain an 
idea of revenge against your persecutois ! They are already 
delivered over to the stingy of their own consciences, and co- 
vered with eternal infamy. The abhorrence in which they 
are held by the present race of mankind, only precedes the 
execration of posterity. Bury then in eternal oblivion every 
sentiment of hatred, and taste the ddicious pleasure of oon- 
fenring benefits on your oppressors^ Repress evtsn too mark- 
ed expressions of your joy, whiebi in causing them to reflect 
on their own injustide tpyyards you^ will make their remorse 
still more pungent r , " 

Strictly obedient to the .laws, teaeh your children to re- 
spect thepi, By a careful education, instruct them in all the 
duties of morality: so shall you prepare^ for the succeeding 
generation, virtuous citizens, honourable men, enlightened 
patriots, and defenders of their country ! 
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CH\P How will their hearts be affected when, coiulnciin tin ni 
to your shores, you direct their looks towaids hrance, tellm:; 
♦ them, beyond those seas is your parent country, it is Irom 

" thence we ha\e received justice, protection, hap]>mess, and 
liberty, 1 here dwell our fellow- citizens, o»ir brethren, and 
our friends ; to them we have sworn an eternal friendship 
Ilcir^ of our sentiments, and of our* affections, may your 
hearts and your lips repeat our oath*^ * Live to love them 5 
and, if necessary, die to .defend them ! 

Signed, 

GREGOHIL 

. Parit^Sih Jufte, 1791 . 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Jieieption and Proceedings oj the Civil Cvmmh- 
siouen, and their Return to France — National' 
Decree of the Ath of Apr it , 1792 — Appointment 
of .a new Girccrnor {Mans. Desparbcs) and three 
other Commissioners {Santhonax, Polverel, and 
Adhaud) — Their, FnibarkatUm and Arrival, 
with a select Body of Troops — Their violent Pro- 
ceedings — Appointment., by the Executive Council, 
oj M. Gttlhaud as Chief Govermr, m the Room 
of Desparbes — IILs Arrival, and Disputes with 
the Commissioners — Both Parties proceed to hos- 
tditks—The molted Negroes railed in to thi 
Assistance of the Commissioners -A general Jlfa<>- 
sacre of the White Inhabitants, and Coii/lagration 
of the Town of Cape Francois. 

f 

Tjrt civil commissioners who were to re.st()re 
peace and subordination in St. Domingo, and 
w hose arrival there was noticed in the last Chapter, 
were named Mirbeck, Roome, and St. Lcget, 
Mirbeck and Roome had formerly been known as 
advocates in the parliaments of Paris ; and St. 
Leger, who was a native of Ireland, had practised 
many year* in France as a surgeon. Although 
the confusion of the times had elevated these men 
to power, not one of them was distinguished fur 
extraordinary abilities, and their rank in life was 
|[uot sdeh' as to command any great degree of con 
.-Hidciation from the planters. .If hey were received 
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CHAP however, from respect to their appoiutmenl, with 
politeness and submission, botli bj the gover- 
nor and the inhabitants. Military honours weie 
shewn them, and they were led in oublic proces- 
sion to thr cathedial, where the blessing of tlie 
Almighty was devoutly implored for sncress to 
Ihcir mission. 

Their first proceeding, after announcing the 
new constitution and form of government for the 
mother-country, as confirmed by the king, was to 
publish the decree ol the 24th of September, 1791, 
by which the fatal decree of the J5th of May ’was 
annulled. So far all was well : but a few days 
afterwards they took' upon them to proclaim a ge- 
neral amnesty and pardon to such people, of all 
descriptions, as should lay down their arms, and 
come in, within a certain prescribed time, and 
take the oaths required by the new constitution. 
This measure lost them the confidence of all the 
white inhabitants : a general amnesty to the men 
pf colour and revolted slaves, was considered as 
a justificatiort of the most horrible enormities, 
and as holding out a dangerous example to such 
of the negroes as preserved their fidelity ; and it 
lost its effects on4:he mulattoes, by being accom- 
panied with a repeal of their favourite decree. 
T^'ith wbat1:ontempt and indignity it was received 
by the latter, the following circumstance will de- 
monstrate. At Petit GoctoCy the mulattoes - were 
masters, and- held in cibse confinement thirty-four 
white persons whom they reserved ‘^r vengeance. 
On the publication' of this amnesty, they led> 
them to execution: but instead of putting them 
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lo imiTiediate dealli, they caused each of them to 
be broken alive ; and in the midst of their tor- 
tures, read to them, in a strain of diabolical 
mockery, the proclamation aloud ; affecting to 
consider it as a pardon for the cruelties they had 
just committed. 

The unlimited and - indefinite authority whicli 
the commissioners seemed to claim, alarmed the 
colonial assembly, who desired to be informed of 
the nature and extent of their power-s. To this 
request no , satisfactory answer being given, the 
commissioners lost ground in the public opinion 
daily ; and their personal conduct, as individuals, 
contributed by no means to acquire them respect. 
Mirbeck spent the greatest part of hi.s time in the 
practice of low debauchery, giving indulgence to 
his vicious propensities without restraint or de- 
cency. St. Leger considered his appointment as 
an authority to exact money,' in which he was littk' 
scrupulous, and laid the few mulatto people who 
remained faithful, under a most unmerciful contri- 
bution. Rooine alone conducted himself without 
reproach ; he was a well-meaning inoffensive man, 
and attempted, though without effect, to act the 
part of a mediator between the diffi^reni factious 
which desolated the country. This praise at least 
was given him — ^/laf if he did m good, he did no harm. 

After a short stay at Cape Francois, the com- 
missioners visited Other parts of the colony; but 
finding themselves dVery where very lightly regard- 
ed, and having ho troops to support their autho- 
rity, they returned separately to France in the 
months of March and April.." 


CHAP. 
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'Cinr Troops however, as I have observed, had ai- 
rived from f’rance to the number m the whole of 
about four thousand; but, in the spirit of the 
times, they maniiested very little obedience eitlicr 
to the civil commis&iouers, or the governor of the 
colony ; yet they served as a dicck to the revoll- 
ers, who would otherwise, in all probability, be- 
fore this time, have become masters both of Cape 
I‘V.in^ois and Port au Prince. In the Noithern 
[trovince, the rebel negroes indeed were supposed 
to be considerably reduced by disease and famine. 
Having destroyed all the provision groitnds, and 
devoured the cattle' of all kinds ph the plain of the 
Cape, they had taken possession of the sur- 
rounding mountadSlbuS districts, and were com- 
pelled by their chief leader, Jean Fran^mt a negro 
of great sagacity, to-plant provisions for their future 
subsistence ; a measure which has kept the flames 
of rebellion alive to the present hdur. 

Ill the mean time, the slate of public affairs in 
the niother-countrv was tending to a great and 
ominous ebahge. ^ Ever since the flight and sei- 
zure 'of their unhappy king, iq the month of June, 
1791, the feictioh was howl'll increasing in num- 
bers which was sgon J^.lu/dhe kingdong^in ruins, 
and bring the n^^nkAih "bithaelf to tlie scaffold. 
The JacoH^D ■ party, headed by a blood-thirsty 
triumvirate,* Were becoming alFpowerful'; apd 
Jfie society of AmiSf had once more 

acquired a fatal asheiiidancy i(|| ,tbc legislative 
(body. On the S 9 th ,of,F^bruftyy,‘ one of them. 

^ named Garan de C9$ilony after a, I^ng and inflam-. 

JDanioti^ Kobentiierre^ ajad^ACdr^* 
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inatory harangue against the planici.-, in general, cine 
proposed the form or a decree for uhrogaling that of 
the of Septcn.ihcr; declaring a gc‘;ier:d aimiestv 
tliroughout all iho I'rench colonies; aial niarUng, 
that new colonial assemblies should 1/e foiineii, 
which should transmit their sentiments not only oTt 
the of tlie inlernal government of ihc^ colo- 

nies^ Ind atsfj o^/ the best method of e[J\rt}iig the aha ■ 

HiiuH of 7i'‘a;rn sl(ri.\n/ in roro. 

Frantic as the new legislainrt iiad shc^\n 
itself on many occasions since its fast meeting, ). 
majority could not at this time be found to vote loi 
so senseless jukI extravagant lf^}5ro[)Osi lion : but in 
about two numths afterwards, rtliis assenddv passed 
the iarnons decree of the 4th of April. i7.0'2, of 
which it is nece.^-ary ihe reader should f)C; funiished* 
with a ropy a! large; and it is coiu’civcd in ine 
nords iollow’ing: 

The nalicnal assembly acknoaled.ges and dc 
dares, that (lie {)eop1e of colour and free negroes in 
the colonics ouglit to enjoy an e(]iKdiiy ol pohtic'ui 
rights n ith the w'hitcs ■ in consequence of uhich it 
decrees as follows : 

Article 1st, Immediately after the pu!»!ifxi- 
tion of tljc prc;scnt decree, the inhabitants of eacli 
of the French colonies in the Windward and Lee- 
ward Islands, shall proceed to tluj le-elcclion (jf 
colonial and parochial assemblies, after the mod? 
prescribed by the decree of the 8th of Mardi^ 


* The former assembly is t^enerally known by thi* iiamf of 
the Assembly, The new one met the Ist ol’ o.:- 

loberj 1791, and called itself the First Lc'^idailve Asscnibly. 
VOL. III. I 
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<.‘UAi>. J7.00, and the instructions of the' niitioual assembly 

of the 28th of the .same month. 

2d. Tltc [Ktople of colour and free nearoes fhall 
be admitted to vote in all the primary ami electoral 
asbctnl)lies. and .shall be eligible to ..he legislature 
and all places of trust, provided they pos.sess the 
(lualificittions pi escribed by the, 4th article of the 
aforesaid instructions. 

.‘jd. I’hree civil commissioners shall be named 
for the colony of St. Domingo, and four for tlie 
islands of Martinico, Guadaloupc, St. i^ucia, and 
'I'obago, to see this decree enforced. 

4th. Tlie said commissioners shall be autho- 
rised to dissolve the. present colonial assemblies; 
to take every measure necessary for accelerating 
the convocation of the primary and electoral as- 
.seniblies, and therein to establish union, order, and 
pf'acc : as well as to determin^ provisionally (re- 
serving the power of appeal tc^me^iational assem- 
bly) upon every question which may arise concern- 
ing the regularity of convocatioirs, the holding of 
assemblies, the form of elections, and the eligibility 
of citizens. 

.5 th. They are also authorised to procure 
every informatiqn possible, in order to discover 
the authors of the troubles in St. Domingo, and 
the conthiuance thereof, if they still, continue; 
to secure the jiersons of the guilty, and to send 
them over to France, there to be put in a state of 
accusation, &c. 

bill. 'I’hc said civil commissioriers shall be di- 
rccteil for this purpose to transmit to the national 
assembly minutes of their proceedings, and of the 
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ovideiice they may have collected concerning the cii.vi*. 
persons accused as aloresaid. 

7lh. 'riie national assembly authorises the civil 
commissioners to call forth the public force 
whenever they may think it necessfyfy, either for 
their own protection, or for the execution of such 
ordcis as they may issue by virtue of the preceding 
articles. 

8th. The executive power is directed to send a 
sufficient force to the colonies, to be composed 
chiefly of national guards. 

9th. The colonial assemblies, immediately after 
their formation, shall signify, in the name of each 
colony respectively, their sentiments respecting 
that constitution, those laws, and the administra- 
tion of them, which will best promote the prosj)e- 
rity and happiness of the people ; conforming 
themselves nev(TthcIcss to those general principles 
by which tlie colonies and mother-country are con- 
nected together, and by which their respective inte- 
rests are best secured, agreeably to the decree of 
the 8th of March, 1790, and instructions of the C8th 
of the same month. 

10th. The colonial assemblies are anthoiised to 
send home delegates for the purposes mentioned in 
the preceding article, in numbers proportionate to 
the population of*cach colony ; which proportion 
shall he forthwith determined by the national as- 
sembly, according to the report which its colonial 
committee is directed to make. 

llth. Former decrees respecting the co]onie.s 
shall be in force in every thing not eontrary to the 
present decree.*' 

I ‘2 
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rip.r It may be supposed dial the men who (reject 
big all pretensions to consistency, and despidng 
the lessons of experience) first proposed this de- 
cree, and finally prevailed in currying it througli 
tlie legislative assembly, had duly considered of 
the means for ensuring its execution in the colonics, 
and were provided with fit insti'iinents for that 
[uii'pose. The new commissioners nominated lor 
St. Domingo were Messrs. Sanlhonax, J’olverel, 
and Ailhaud, all of them among the most violent 
of the Jacobiue faction ; and it was resolved to 
fmnisli tliem with such a force as (if properly 
employed) would, it was alleged, not only esta- 
blish their authority, but put a speedy end to all 
the disturbances which had so long afflicted and 
desolated the colony. Six. thousand inen, selected 
with great circumspection from the national guard., 
with officers whose principles were well known 
to their employers, were accordingly ordered to 
embark forthwith for St. Domingo. ^J. Bhiuche- 
hmde, the governor-general, was recalleti, and a 
new commission of coinmaudcr-in-chief given to a 
I.Ions. Desparbes. 

. Tims appointed and provided, the civil coni- 
missioners and the new governor, accompanied by 
a fleet of thirty transports, took their departure 
from France in the ' month of .July, probably in 
much the same dispo .itibn of mind towards the 
colonists, as was manifested by the Duke D’Alva 
and his Spanish and Italian troops in 1568, to- 
w.arcls the inhabitants of the Low Countries. In- 
flamed like them with a spirit of avarice, fanati- 
cism and rex'enge, they meditated on nothing but 
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11.' the hcachts to ari.-ic from sci 7 ure a\id coiitisca- rii.va 
lion; on scheme? of mischief and project; of vcn- 
j;eance. 

Tliey lauded at Cape Francois on the IcUii (.d 
Sf'pteniber, and hnding M. Rlancholande at great 
variance nilh the colonial as.M.'mbly, the comun-. • 
ioners took the shortest course pos.^ible to loiiu) 
nate the dispute, by forthwith dis.solving the as.sem- 
bly, and sending the unfortunate Hlanchdanflc a 
state piisoner to France, where, as to be accused « :e' 
to be condemned, he lOon afterwards perished b-,’ 
the guillotine.'^ 

Dismay and terror now prevailed tiiroughout 
the colony. Delegates were setit to the civil cotn- 
niissioners from all quiirters, to denvanti an expo- 
sure and explanation of their viens and inlenlions. 
Suspicions were already gone forth coneernin'.'; tlie 
firojcct, vvhich the coininissioners afterwards a\mv- 
ed, of declaring a general emancipation of the 
negwo slaves ; and all parties, as well among llio 
republicans as the royalists, concurred on this oi .. 
easion in rejirobaling tlie folly and iniquity of the 
measure. So general was the clamour on this ac 
count, that if a firm and exten:iivc. codition <)!' 
interests among the planters could at tliis time 
have been effected, it is probable the commissioners 
might have found, that all the force they liad 
brought with them would have proved insufficient 
for the purposes which they meditated. Disd- 
mulation therefore was thought necessary for the 
present. They declared and confirmeii tlie de- 


* nil .^pril, 1793 
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CHAf’. claration with the solemnity of an oath) that they 
had no wish nor intention to make any change in the 
1792. system of colonial government concerning the slaves ; 

avowing the fullest conviction that the emancipa- 
tion of those people, under the then existing cir- 
cumstances, was impracticable — Their views, they 
said, extended no further than to see the decree of 
tile 4th of April, in favour of the free people of 
colour, properly cnferced ; to reduce the slaves in 
rebellion to obedience, and to settle the future go- 
vernment and tranquillity of the colony on a solid 
and permanent foundation. 

These and similar declarations silenced, though 
they did not satisfy, the white inhabitants ; who 
soon perceived, with unavailing indignation, that 
the commissioners held secret communications with 
the chiefs of the mulattoes in ’ all parts of the 
colony. By the co-operation of those people, the 
commissioners soon found their strength sufficient 
to avow themselves openly the patrons and pro- 
tectors of the whole body of the free negi'oes and 
mulattoes: and they now made no scruple of 
seizing the persons and ellccts of all such of the 
whites as opposed their projects; sending great 
numbers of them in a- sta.e^of arrest to Europe, 
to answer before the national assembly to the ac- 
cusations which they pretended to transmit against - 
them. Among the persons thus imprisoned and 
transported to Fi ance, were comprehended the colo- 
nel, lieutenant-colonel, and many other officers of 
the Cape regiment. 

The white inhabitants now called aloqd for t|ie 
;^ction of a new colonial assembly, and hoped 
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that the necessity of levying taxes would induce chap 
the commissioners to issue orders for that purpose ; 
but instead of complying with the public re- 
quest, they oubstiluted what was called unc cojh- 
mission inhrmediah'e, by nominating twrdvc per- 
sons, six of whom had been members of the last 
assembly, to act as a sort of legislative council : 
the other six were mulattoes. To this motley 
board the commissioners delegated authority to 
raise money from the inhabitants; reserving to 
themselves, however, the right of appropriating 
and expending it as they alone should think 
proper. 

In the meanwhile, the new governor (Desparbes) 
began to manifest some signs of dissatisfaction and 
impatience. He complained that he wa.s considered 
as a mere cipher in the government, or rathci- as 
an instrument in the commissioners’ hands, llis 
complaints wore answered by a resolution to arrr;.st 
his person; and he avoided the fate of his pre(l(*- 
cessor, Mons. Blanchelande, only by a speedy flight 
from the colony. 

Two members out of the six whites that com- 
posed a moiety of the commission intmmdiairc, 
met with similar treatment. They ventured to 
offer their opinion on a measure of finance, in op- 
position to that of M. Santhonax. The commis- 
sioners commended their frankness, and M, Saii- 
thonax invited them to supper. The invitation 
was accepted but at the hour appointed, llx.y 
found themselves surrounded by a detacbinent of 
the military, which conveyed them to very sorry 
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entertainmeot in the liold of a ship, and there left 
tliein as state prisoners.* 

'J’he commissioners, in the next place, fell out 
amont; themselves; and Sanlhonax and Polvercl 
determined to get quit of their associate Ailhaiid. 
Prudently judging, however, that the [Hiblie dc- 
gtadation of one of their own body nould reflect 
some degree of ignominy on them ali, tliey per- 
suaded him to be content with a proportion of the 
common plunder, and silently quit the country. 
Ailhaud submitted with a good grace to what he 
could not avoid. 

By these, and other means, above all by the 
practice of bestowing largesses oa the troops, and 
the acquisition of a desperate hand of au.xiliaries, 
composed of some of the revolted slaves, and vaga- 
I'onds of all"' colours and descriptions, mostly col- 
lected from the jails, Santhonax and Polvcrel, in 
tlic beginning of the year 179d, found themselves 
absolute masters of the colony. The lives and pro- 
perties of all the wliitc inhabitants lay at their mercy, 
and the dreadful scenes which were at that time pass- 
ing in tlic mother-country, enabled tlicse men to 
prosecute their purposes, and gratify their vindictive 
and avaricious passions, without notice or control 
from any superior. 

» ' ' ' ''t 

* To one of tliese geiitlepien 1 am indebted fpr inore va- 
Uiablc and extensive iiiforniati6n than I have been able to 
C(Ak Pt llirouj^h any other channel. In his voyay:e to Europe, 
Jhe shi]> in whicli he was confined Was (fortunately for him) 
captured by an English frigate, yrhich brought him to Bng-» 
land, where i had the happiness to render him some aedept- 
able service. 
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:(r(,ivcd from rhoucc, they declined to revoke the 
pcmcrs exercised by the civil commissioners^ and 
contented themselves with appointinj^ a new go- 
vernor, in the room of M. Despa i hes. Their 
choice fell on ^lons. Galbaud, an officer of artil- 
lery, and a man of fair character, whom they di- 
rcicted to embark ior his new government without 
delay, in one of tlie national frigates, and put the 
colony into the best state of defence against a io- 
reign enemy. 

Gall)aiid, with his suite of attendants, landed 
at (kipc Francois on the 7th of May, 17.93, to iIk* 
great joy of the white inhabitants. At .that pu iotl, 
tiic civiFcommissioners, with most*(d‘ tiioir troops, 
were erriployed in the Western province, enrJea- 
vouring to quell an insurrectior\ there ^vhicll their 
tyranny had created; so that (Jalbaud was re- 
ceived with acclamations and submission by the 
municipality of the town of the Cape; to whose 
place of meeting he repaired with his atteiiflants, 
took the necessary oaths, and entcreci on his go- 
vernment without opposition. He declared, at 
the same time^ that he was not dependent on the 
civil commissioners, nor bound to execute, at all 
events, their proclamations. 


But the tragedy which was acting in France 
was no sooner b’.ougliL to its catastrophe, hy the foul 
murder ol thei; amiable and unoffending sovereign, 
and war declared against Great Britain and Hol- 
land, than the pt rsons who composed wlial wab 
called the executive council, thought it necessary 
to pay s(Muc little attention to the safety of St. l)o- 
ini)Vi(>. Not having however leisure or inclination 
to enter into a full investigation of thf,‘ complaijits 
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ciiAi' A very quick interchange of letters took place 
between the new governor atiJ the conin)issioncrs. 

1793. fje desired tliem to repair iuimcdiately to the 
Cape, that he might communicate the instructions 
he had received front the executive council. They 
answered that he was an entire stranger to them ; 
that they had seen no decree of the national con- 
vention by which they themselves were super- 
seded, and that being vested with authority to 
.susjrcnd or appoint a governor, as they alone 
might think proper, he could only be considered 
as an" agent subordinate to, themselves ; — They ■ 
added, that they were then assembling an army to, 
suppress a rebcllioD in the town and neighbour- 
hood of Port au Prince ; but as soon as that 
business was at an end, they would repair to the 
Cape, and examine into the validity of his preten- 
sions. 

On the 10th of June the civil commissioners, 
having reduced Port au Prince and Jacmel, ar- 
rived at the Cape. The streets were lined with 
troops, and they w-ere received by Galbaud witli 
attention and respect. A very serious altercation 
however immediately took place between them, 
highly di.sadvantagbous” to the governor. There 
existed, it sgems, a decree of the ancient govern- 
ment, imrepealed by the national assembly, 
enacting that no proprietor of an eatote in the 
West Indies should hold the government of a 
colony wherein his estate was situated, and M. 
Galbaud was ijossessed of a coffee-plantation in , 
St. .Domingo. When therefore he was asked why.,‘ * 
he had acquainted the executive Council with 
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this circumstance, he was utterly disconcerted and en.u’. 
had no reply to make. 

On the 13lh, the commissioners ordered M. 

Gal baud to embark forthwith on board the sloop 
of war r.a Nonnande, an.d return to France. At 
the same time they sent instructions to Mons. de 
la Salle, whom they had left commandant at Fort 
au Frince, to repair to the Cape and receive from 
them, in the ■ name of the French republic, tlie 
command of the coloriy. 

The siiven following days were spent on both 
sides' in intrigues, and preparations for hostilities. 
Galbaud's brother, a man of spirit and enterprize, 
had collected from among the inhabitants, the 
Cape militia, and the seamen in the harbour, a 
strong party to support the governor’s authority. 

On the iZOtli, the two brothers landed at the head 
of one thousand two hundred sailors, and being 
joined by a considerable body of volunteers, im- 
mediately inarched in array towards the govern- 
ment house, in which the commissioners were 
stationed. The latter were defended by the 
people of colour, a. body of regulars, and one 
piece of cannon. The conflict was liirce and 
bloody. The volunteers manifested great lirm- 
ness, but the see^en getting possession of a wine 
cellar, soon became intoxicated and ungovern- 
able ; ahd the column was obliged to retire to the 
royal arsenal, where they remained the ensuing 
night unmolested. 

The next morning many skirmishes took place 
in the streets, with various success, in one of which 
Galbaud’s brother was taken prisoner by the com- 
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CHAP, inis&ioncrs’ troops ; and in another, the fcaincii 
that wore fighting on the part of Galbaud made 
captive Polvercl’s son ; and no»v an extraordinary 
circumstance occurred. The governor sent a flag 
proposing that , his brother migiit be exchanged 
for the commissioner’s son ; but Polverel rejected 
the proposal with indignation ; declaring in answer, 
that his son knew his duty, and was prepared to 
die in tlie service of the republic. 

But a scene now opens, which if it docs not 
obliterate, exceeds at least all that has hitherto 
been related of factious anarchy, and savage 
cruelty, in this unfortunate colony. On the first 
approach of Galbaud with so large a body of 
seamen, the commissioners dispatched agents to 
call in to their assistance the Vcvolted negiocs; 
offering them an unconditional pardon for past 
offences, perfect freedom in future, and the 
plunder of the city. The rebel generals Jean 
pranipois and Biassou, rejected their offers ; but 
on the 21st, about noon (just after that Galbaud 
and most of his adherents, finding their cause 
hopeless, had retired to the ships) a negro chief 
called MacayUj with upward? of three thousand 
of the revolted slaves, entered the town, and began 
an universal and indiscriminate sjaughter of men, 
women, and children. _The white inhabittots fled 
from all quarters to the sea-side, in hopds ^ find- 
ing shelter with Jhq governor ori board the ships 
in the harbour ; but a body of the mulattoes cut oft' 
their retreat, and a horrid butchery ensued, which, 
epntinued with unremitting fury from the 21st, 
to the evening of the 23d; when the savages^ 
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Jiaving murdered all the Hhitc inhabitants that rH.\p. 
fell in their any, set fire to the ljuildingo ; and 
more than hall' liie city was consuineJ by the 
flames. The coiiimissioners themselves, cither 

terrified at beliolding the lamentable aiid exten- 
sive mischief which they liad oedasioned, or afraid 
to trust their persons with theii- rebel allies, 
sought protection under cover of a ship of the 
line. The proclamations which they published 
Irom time to time in palliation of their conduct, 
manifest a consciousness of guilt wliich could not 
be suppressed, and form a record of their villa- 
nies, for which the day of retribution awaits, but 
still lingers to overtake them!* 

Such was the fate of the once flourishing and 
beautiful capital of St. Domingo ! — a city which, 
for trade, opulence, and magrjificence, was un- 
doubtedly among the first- in. the West Indies, — 
perhaps in the new world ; and here T shall close 
for the present, the disgusting detail of conspira- 
cies, rebellions, crinics, cruelties, and conflagra- 
tions (a uniformity of' horrors !) through which 
the nature of my '"^^ork has compelled me to 
travel ! — rejoicing th^t I have at last 

Esg^li'd the Stygian pool, tho’ Joiig detain’d 

fix that obscure sojoarn I 

’ ‘ 1 ' : ' “ , MiLTOK. 


When this was written*, the author did not know that 
Santhonax alohe survives. Pol vcrel died in 1794. Sunthormx 
has lately appeared before the national assembly, and 
pronounced guiltless ! 
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CHAP, and have the pleasing tasjt to perform of render- 
ing due homage to the gallant and entcrprizlng 
spirit of roy countrymen in their noble — but alas ' 
hitherto unavailing — endeavours to restore peace, 
subordination, and good government on this 
theatic of anarchy and bloodshed. Previous to 
which, however, it will be a relief and satisfac- 
tion to the reader to be presented with n picture 
or state of the colony, as it existed in the days of 
its prosperity ; — its culture, population, and pro- 
duce ; — its growing importance and commercial 
value. Hitherto, we have contemplated nothing 
but scenes of ‘desolation. — We shall now behold 
a pleasing contrast in the blessings of regular go- 
vernment : due subordination, social order, ex- 
tensive commerce, peaceful industry, increasing 
cultivation, smiling plenty, and general happiness! 
The conclusions to be drawn from the contempla- 
tion of scenes so 'different in their nature, arc of 
importance to all mankind. 


The Account given above of the Destruction of the 
City of Cape Fran(pois, xeas drawn up with as 
much Caution as the Case seemed to require, from 
fnformaiion transmitted to the Author by Per- 
sons in Jamaica and St. Domingo, some oj 
whom (hffered in many essential circumstances 
from others. He had afterwards an Opportur 
mty of cotvoerdng personally on the Sulyect with 
a Genf^man of St. Domingo, on whose veracity 



ST. BOMlNHJO. 


I'ir 


ami Honour he could place thefullesi Depcndance, chap. 

bp whom he was favoured with the follouhiig 

Notes or Mciuoraucla m w riling, which he thinhs 

best to lap before his Readers verbatiiii. 

» 

iNOTl’I.S SIJH i/eVKNEMEj\T DV ( AP. 

IvE (icneral Calbaiid a%oit niand^ au (Jap ies cc»ni- 
nd^Sviires Santlionax et Polverel, de la inanierti la plus inipc- 
rieuse^ les c{)niiini‘'S;iire^ se sont d^termin^s a «*y rendre par 
terre de S. jVrarc, d*oii ils bont partis le ^ Juin, accompag.n^‘S 
de 4 (K> mul^ltres et 200 blancs, et conipris leurs coupe letc 
les dragons d’Orleans. 11 s ont fait leur entriSe au Cap d'une 
inaniere assez audacieuse pour en iinposer. 

Galbaud avait deja indispose les habitans du Cap par nne 
ad<lresse, on proclanjation, quJ ordonnait une corjlribution 
de 450 mille livres^ dont la perception a ete faite de la fa(p)n 
la plus violerite, et (pii tenait, plus du pillage que d’une con- 
tribution. 

JJe General Cialbaud n’avuit fait aucune dispositions pour 
se preserver des resolutions et des e'ntrepriscs dos coinniis- 
saires, qui entrerent cependant d’une manierc inenaqante. 

A la premiere cntreviie des General Galbaud et des coin- 
niissaire.s, en la maison de la edmmission (lo gouverneinent) 
apres les jjremiers compliments* il y eiit exj)lication .sur Ies 
pouvoirsdu general 5 les Commissaires lui oposerent nn decret 
qui deffbndaitqu’aucun proprictaire dans la colonie p<it y roin- 
mander ni y avoir d*autorit6j H accuserent M. Galbaud 
d’avoir disViiuiuld au conwil executif qii’i! avait des pmprietes. 

Pendant ce dem616, qui dura prfes de deux jours, les agents 
des commissaires pr^paraient les esprits a le.s laisser faire, ct 
a ne point se tn^^ler de la discution, dans laquelle Siinthonax 
prenait cependant une grande preponderance, 

Galbaud^ voyant que persortne iies’emprcssait a le soutonir, 
et prevoynnt sans doute une chute huiniliante> demanda aux 
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CUA i‘. conirni.ssaires tie s’eu retonrner en France, proferant la retraile, 
a ties ponvoirs routc^t^^s ; ce qui lul fut accortic bwv 1e 
champ, et il s’emhartpia le 14. 

Le 17 (Ja]l)niul rriinit tons Ics niatelotvs tie la racie et clux. 
des \aIsG(:aii\ de iruerre^ et projettc de descrmire a la villc du 
Caj) ; il fait ^on d^barquement le 18, ot marche an ^^onvenie- 
rticjit^ (Hi loc^Criient left comm is sai rets, qui instruits des niouve_ 
tie Galhaed, rt^iinirent les troupes i,t^i leiirs etaicnt dc- 
vouees, et particidierenient lc:j nriilfitres, et les cinbiisqucreiit 
derricre le-^ inurs du gouveriiemenC dans toutes k\s issues, su^. 
le-^ terraSses, &o. Aussitbt qiie les nietelf)th furent a pork^edc 
pistolet. on fit des dtkharfi^es, qui en tuerent t*t blesscrent iin 
granti nombre^ ncaninoins les rnulatres furent ebranles deux 
fois ; nniis le tksordre dans les matclots detcrinina le General 
Gall)and a fnirc 5 a rctraite a rarseiial ; IIl, il fit one proclama- 
tion pour inviter les boas citoyens a sc r^iiiiir a luif pour 
chasser les comiuissaircs, qui voulaient usurper le j^ouverne- 
inent l)^s-lors les commissaires rtdinirent aux niuliltres 
tous les n^,gres de la ville, qui avaicnt d^ja pris parti dans 
I’nction en assassinant dans la ville toutes les troupes qui 
leurs avaicnt servis a leuir ^expedition ; et les placerent par 
pelotmis a chaque coin des riies^ et dif^s epf un blanc voulait 
sortir de chez liii, on paraissaii aux fenctres, il etait fusille. 

Pendant ce teins, et d^s que les commissaires eurent appris 
les inonvcmens dc Gal baud, Hs avalent depeche des eixprcs aux 
^.hefs des brigands, pour les eng^er a venir a leur secours^ 
et leurs offraient le pillage de In vltle. 

Le iq Galbaud ciipitule ^ Tarsenal^ et se rend abord : il y 
en mis cm btat d’arrestation, ainsi que TAmiral Cambis, et le 
Contre-Amiral Serccy, qui sont dep6uill6s de leur coni rnandc - 
mont. t \ 

Une proclamation des commissaires avait precedammeut ^ 
cet evenemeni, mis a contribution 37 negqciants, on riches . 
particuliers, pour une somme de 675 mille livres, qui parrait 
avoir ete exig<?e et pay6c sur Vheure. Le 19, au soir, le 20, 
le 21, les brigand^ entrent de toutes parts dans la ville du 
Cap, aya***; a leur' t<He leurs chefs, et on assure que M. de 
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Grasse s‘y est trouv6 aassL , Le pillage, \e<i massi^i^res^ les CHAP. 
Hammes deviennent cffroyabted; les hommes, les femmes, 
les enfans, sont assassin^s, massacres, et eprouvent toutes les 
horreurs imaginabUs lib out eu la barbaric do renfernier et 
de brbler dans une maison plus de 300 personu^s toutes 
vives. , 

Les malheureux de tout sex*e^ loiit tigc, qui cherchaicnt 
a se sauver cn gagnani des embarcations, ott a la nage, 
et.ncnt fusill^s m^me dans Peau. 

11 parrait que dans le piaSsacte let n^gred out frap6s indis- 
tinctemenfc tous les partis, bjanc^, tKiul^tres, et que les blancs 
be sont deffendus contre t6u«f btec un grand acharoemeat ; 
n^anmoins il parrait certain, que la population blanche a 
eDtidrpibent ddtfuite^ et mifil n'a pas restd an .^ql blanc an 
Cap^j on estime/ que, s'est sauv6 152 a 1500 personnes 
abord, c^est plus qu’on'n’oge Fesperen 

Le qonvoi esi sortie du Cap le9S pour FAmerique, la nria- 
jeure partie ayant tr^s pen de vivfea, tr^s peu d'e.iu. et plu- 
sieurs sans ^tre pi'^par^s a ce voyage> sans nsi^a nl voilles, 8 l 
ceux qui ont re^u les malh^uretix qui se sovi abdnl, 

n^y aufont frouve aucune sUb$}6^ljee/^« ' * " 

La ville Incendi^e, d^trultq,^^ses habit^^ns massacres, on 
assure qu’il ne reste que Je ^quyemernept, une partie des 
casernes, Farsenal, et les maisopi dn Oareuage;— 

IVglise et les fontaiqes det^u||^v 

Left coniaussaires onl'OTliNjpectateurs tranquillcs pendant 
le carnage et le maison on a vu San- 

thonax^^ier et presser 1^? chefs des brigands, 

left app^j^ ses sauveuij»^,ei"tottr ifmoigner lehr reoonnais- 
sance 1 

Lp cqmmissair^i qui fnvite et ap- 

pelle cUoyeibB It ^e r^iluir atstour d*eux, et de 

laisser paViir jftller Subir le juste chati 

ment de leurs bn:a^i^''^|e en parti le jour m^me, & la 

villij fumait ^snebre. 




K 



IS(^- • HISTORICAL, SURVEY OP 

' i 


CHAP. IX. 

Situation, Extent, and general Description of St. 
Domingo — ’Ori^m of the French Colony, and 
Topographical Description of the seceral Pro- 
•omccs into which ihc French Poisessions were 
divided — Their Population, and Produce — Ship- 
ping and Exports — Compared with the Returns 
of Jamaica. 

(iiAi* Thk island of St. Donoingo is situated in the 
Atlantic Ocean, about three thousand five hun- 
dred miles from the land’s end of England ; the 
eastern point lying in north latitude IS* 20' and 
in longitude 68* 40' W. from Gieenwicb. The 
island e^^tfnds about one hundted and forty miles 
in the broadest part, from north to south, and 
three hundred and ninety from east to west. In 
a country of 'such ma^itude, diversified with 
plains of vast extent, and moudtains of prodigi- 
ous height, is probably t<!i[,be found every species 
of soil which nature has a^^ed to all the tropi- 
cal parts of the earth. 'Ij general, it is feitile in 
the highest degree; every where vrcll watered, 
and producing almost every Variety vegetable 
patihe, for use 'dnd heau)|^‘“fbr luxury, 

which the lavish hand of-ft. jboun^lrifevidence, 
hat|^towed on the vicbest'fiortion of the globe; 
and me liberality of nature Was laudably seconded 
;i}y tlic industry of the iidiabitahts. Until those 
ravages and devastations which,* I have had the 
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task of refcordingji deformed and destroyed, 
with uodistinguihlii'ig barbarity, both the boui)-> 
ties of nature, ami the labours ut ait; the posses- 
sions of France in this noble island were considered 
as thg, garden ot the We*t lacyies ; and for beau- 
tiful lycenery, richness of sot^eap^rity and variety 
of climate, might justly be deenit^ the Paradise ^ 
the New World. . 

Of ihe territories whie&^iremained exclusively 
in possession of the ori^liel [conquers, the Spa- 
niards, ittjjt ittformatum ii very imperfect. I shall 
hereafter the 'best aecoq®* I itare been able 
to collect , i^itcernin^ Iheiiir* On^ southern 
coast, more especially in the neighbourhood of 
the ancient, city from whdclt thd l^nd denvea its 
present name, the land? are said, to bq among the 
best, and, without doubt a very llajfge'^jfwoportion 
of remainder requires ondy the 4§hd of the 
cuUii;etoe to b^dmo vei^ 3^he in-, 

terior* country ctmtains dfneNtl^i^avapnahs, or 
plains, many of occupid^bnly^'jby wild swine;< 
horses, and Morn^. , elittlo fi^ the Spaniards 

having catterminated ,||^ ’i^tif>t)Ie and unoffending 
natives, xtopIfUed witii herds of do- 
mestic anitnak,^ wild, soon mul- 

ti:pIiedl%Jte|jfBsnd 

raany, the'i^iiful habitations of 

his wt^rhess for beasts! 

Jpt*the toweverK^hd crime brought 

dOwp ite>OM#'%tf^dl^^e(il;*-^'Ponishnjeot which 
altffket revejni^Ml^'’3iFi^gs o^the helpless Ame- 
neadSii^^d who d^kj;^ wish, that avarice, aro- 
bhto^, ^d'cfaplty,'jtt|i^ he thus 'always entangled 
ig^t^Jwnjprq^ts? ' 

K 2 
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ciur. The reader is doubtless- apprized that I here al- 
. lude to the establishment in St. Domingo, of that 
daring and desperate band of adventurers, the Bu^ 
cankrs ; — an association constituted of men of all 
count! ies and descriptions, but of wliom it may 
tiuly be said, that if self-preservation be a law of 
nature, tlie hostilities 'which they maintained for 
upwards of fifty years against their oppressors, 
weip more justifiable and legitimate m their 
origin, than all the wars which the pride and am- 
bition of kings and nations have occasioned, from 
the beginning of the wotld to tlie pipesent hour. 
As the cruelty of the Spaniards fitat compelled 
these men, from a ‘tense of common danger, to 
uhite their strength, so the blind policy of stocking 
with cattle a country of such extent became their 
support; for the flesh of those animals supplied 
them with food, and ‘they purclwsed arms, ammu- 
nition, and clothing with the skins. 

Of the ris^i^iOf these people, and the primary 
cause of their combining together to make repri- 
sals on the Spanish, settlements, a short account 
may be necessary : I have elsewhere treated tlie 
subject more at large.*-*»They consisted oii- 
ginally ef a body of Ff^och and English planters, 
whom, in the yeSir \6^f al^panish krmam|nt had 
expelled ^pm the island of , Christopher, with 
circumstances .pf ’oi^trag^ij^'<Whfurityc;|^ ^Driven 
from thence, by a forou C^uld Hot re- 

sist, as the only ^alti^iiativ&jW ^ifi^aping from 
slaughter or slavery, th^-i^^/pptms. boats with 
their families, and posses^ fhemselt^. of the 
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small unoccupied island of Tortuga^ situated 
within a few miles of the northern const of St* 
Domingo. Here they were joined by a consider- 
able number of Dutch emi^nts from Santa 
Cruzy whom the avarice and'crtielty of the Spa- 
niards bad compelled, in like manner, to roam 
over the ocean for shelter, after having witnessed 
the massacre of many of their number, even to the 
women and children. Companions in adversity, 
thesp poor exiles learnt mutual forbearance from 
their common sufferings ; . tor, although they were 
composed of three different nations, they appear 
to have lived for aome years in perfect . harmony 
with each other. Their mode of life 'contributed 
to produce the same beneficial effect: finding a 
country of immeasurable extent in their neigh- 
bourhood abounding in cattle, their time was 
chiefly occupied in hunting ; an employment 
which left no leisure for dissensiofft and aflbrdod 
them both exercise and -food. The plains of St. 
Domingo were considered, however, merely as 
their hunting-grounds : Tortuga continued their 
home, and place of fetreat. Here their women 
and young people cilltivated small plantations of 
tobacco (an herb, of which, in hot and moist cli- 
mates, the^ pradtice of inhaling the smoke seems 
to be poiitited out by nfttofe) : and as the coast was 
rugged, ffijd of difficult approach, they fondly 
hoped that their pbScurity would' protect then) from 
further p<jrt,ecUtion. ' 

If the government of Spain had been actuated 
at this time hv niotiyes of wisdom, it would in- 
deed have 16 ft these poor people 'to range over 
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IX 


the wildemebs unmolested. It ought to have 
, known, that the* occupation of hunting diverted 
them fj'om project^ ot vengeance, and deeds of 
gie&tei enterprise; hut tyranny if vitiiout fore- 
sight, anci the restless and jenfK)isele‘'S’' hivotry of 
the Spanish nation allowed the fugitives no re- 
spite. An arniaintnt was co|]f(tled, aod prepa- 
rations made to effect their u^ exthi tin nation ,* 
the coinmandeft of which, taking occasion* When 
the ablest of the men had resoited to. the larger 
island in tb^r usual pursuit, lantlcd % bodjr of 
soldiers at Tortuga, and inaj|ljng captives of the 
women and* children, the old and infiiin, caused 
them all to be massacred witliout mercy. 

It does not a|ipear that the mi^eiable people 
' who weie thus purslied to destruction, like beasts 
of prey, had been guilty of any outrages or de- 
predations i%Jtt^e abipfe’ Or sbbjefcts of Spain,' which 
called for^^oli’ exemplary vengeapfce. Neither 
was it im^ed td ’theUi as a crime that they 
had possessed 'tliertisel VPs rif Xoitpga, or that they 
roamed about the desel%^^f Si, Domingo in |ia*r- 
smt of cattle which had. |£6 Owners- ,'Theii^ guilt 
consisted ip the ot being born out of 

the SpdnjfJi !tfiiTJtor^,'ancr pr^umiog nevertiielesa 
to ventm^iW ^jr'^‘|»rt New World, 

for'tHe arrogant ael- 

.JlfcneSs of this i>rgOi|eO'fMtt<bh, to appfo* ^ 

Ipriate all the Ai^Hicd%> thcm'>ell^. 

"They claimed Ovea'sWj §c^/an§f\|^€llisive rial|[tof 
^sailing dn any pa^^^^the'"muin-"lRa6iOT;as, 
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judgment, conjll^tated i>i/p6rti6n pf the 
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.ic»ly-discovered hemisphere; and strict orders 
were issued to all their cotijn<andeis, by sea and 
land, to seize the ships and subjects of all other 
people that should be found within the boundaiiet 
which they had prescribed, an^ to punish the in- 
truders with slavejy or death. We have seen !n' 
V. hat manner tho,se orders were executed. 

If is evident therefore, that no alternative re- 
mained to the' occupiers of Tprtuga, but to turn 
on their pursueis, and wage offensive war on those 
who >>»ould allow of no peace with them. If the 
justice of their cause te still a question, let the 
recoids of time be consulted; let an appeal be 
made to that rule of conduct, which (to use an 
eloquent expression of Lord Coke) is written hy 
the Jini^er of God on the heart of man; and let 
histoiy and leasoh determine, whether any instance 
of hostility, in the annals of mankind, can be de- 
fended on better grounds. To si^ch' men, in sucii 
a cause, no dangers were too forinidable, no ob- 
stacles too great. Inured by their mode of life 
to the vicissitudes of the cUmale, united among 
themselves, and animated by all the motives and 
passions which can inflame the human mind to 
great exertion, they became the most formidable 
antagonists which the Spaniards had ever encoun- 
tered, a|d displayed such deisds of valour and suc- 
cessful enterprise, as (all circumstances considered) 
have never ,been equalled before or since. 

Trom a party of ^these adventurers (chiefly na- 
tives of Normanijy; the french colony in St. Do- 
mingo derived its origin. ,By yirhat, means thty 
were induced to separate from, their associates n 
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diAi’ danger, to reliiniuibh the gratification of levengc 
and avarice, and exchange the tuniuits of wai for 
tlie temperate occupations of husbandry, it is nei- 
ther within province nor ability to explain. 
Many of them, without doubt, uerc men who had 
‘btui driven from Euiope by indigent circum- 
stances and despeiate foi tunes; some, by the 
cruelty of ci editors; and others,’ pci haps, by the 
consciousness of their crimes. Captivated by the 
renown and allured by the wealth of the Buca- 
niers, they joined in their expeditions against the 
Spaniards from no better motives than those of 
plunder and rapine ; and ,to such men must be 
imputed those outrages etnd excesses which have 
stamped the proceedings of the whole association 
with infamy.* Bot there is a time tor all 

* I conceive, however, that these have been wonderfully 
magnified and erated. The rtarra the called Phe History 
oj tht ButanUri^ published towards the latter end of the last 
century, which has beepr quoted by writers or all descriptions 
ever since as of unquestionable authority, wa^ originally 
written in Dutch, b} one John Eaquemebng, who confesses 
that he had been one of the Bucaniers, and was expelled frotti 
theu- society The repoita of such a writer ought to haic 
been received with great caution } 4|ut there is a still stronger 
circumstance to excit€;pSusptciOii and ft is this : The Engli&h 
work lb not tsken from the Dutch original, but from a 
Spanish transktt ton ! and to suppose that a Spaniard would 
speak favourably of the Bucanierc^ is the very exc^ of hu- 
man credulity Not haviqg^ ‘he original book to refer to, I 
caq^ot pronounce with certainty 3 but 1 am of opinion, that 
mSny of the tragical stortesi concerning the torture of the 
^^lish prisoners, and the violatfon of the women, are 
interpolations of the Spanish translator. I foim this 
conclusion from the malignity displayed tawards the cha- 
racter of the famous ^tr Henry Morgan. If we may believe 
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tilings ; and the change of lile in ihc‘>e men con-* chap. 

° ^ IX 

tirms the observation of an elc<:»ant writer, tliat 
** as there is no soil which will not shew itself 
“ grateful to culture, so there is no disposition, 

“ no' character in mankind, which may not, by 
“ dexterous nmuagement, be turned to the public 
“ advantage.”* It was a happy circumstance 
in the infancy of their establishment, that while 
tht^ were too obscure for the. notice of the go- 
vernment, they liad no check given to their in- 
dustry by the chill influence of poverty. To a 
fortunate exemption from the hand of power, and 
the tacility with which they were supplied with 
the common necessaries of life, they were indebt- 
ed for their preservation and prosperity. A me- 
diocrity of condition, and equal freedom, excited 
the spiiit of emulation among them; hut oppies- 
bion would have pioduced discourf^ement ; and 

V 

the account given of tjiis gallant coitimaflder» he was the 
most inhuman monster that ever existed. Yet this very man 
(who by the way acted under a regular commission and letters 
of reprisal from government) after he had quitted the si a, 
was recoinmeuded by the Karl of Carlisle to be his sm-cessor 
in the government of Jamaica^ and was accordingly appointed 
lieutenant-governor in the earVs absence. He afterwards 
received the honour of knighthood from King -Chailes 11. 
and passed the remainder of his life on his plantation in Ja- 
maica Bj^the kindti^a^ of a friend in that island^ I have had 
an opportunity of perusing some Of Sir Henry Morgan's 
original privj^fe letters and this 1 wW say, that they mani- 
fest such a spirit of l;^umanity, judtice> liberality^ and piety, 
as prove that he has either been grossly traduced;i or that he 
was the greatest hypofcritc’ living j~a character Ul-suited to 
the frank and fearless temper of the man. 

* European Settlements, Vol. ll^p* 109. 
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CHAP sloth,, not industry, is the otFspring of wrelch- 
edness. 

Of the progiessjve pursuits of those people in 
extending the footing which they had obtained, 
until the French government accepted their sub- 
mission, acknowledged them as faithful subjects, 
and availed itself of their labours, — and the final 
cession to France of the weStbfn part of St. Do- 
mingo, by the peace of Ryswick, the reader will 
find an ample account in the history of this island 
by Pere Cliarlevoix. It is therefore unnecessary 
for me to detail what an author so well informed 
in the ancient transactions of the colony has 
written. All that my English reader will expect, 
is an account of the political and topographical 
state of the colony ; its population, produce, and 
exports at the time my History commences ; and 
these particulais will be found in what remains of 
the picsent chapter. 

The possessions of the Frencli in St. Domingo, 
as I have elsewhere obseived, were divided into 
three great departments, called the Northern, the 
Westein, and the Southei n Provinces. TheNoith ■ 
em Province comprehended a line of sea-coast 
extending about fprty leagues, from the river Mas- 
sacre to Cape St. Nicholas, and contained • (in- 
cluding 'J''drtuga)^ twenty-six parishes. Its popu- 
lation in the beginning "tf 1790, consisted ol 
white inhabitants of all ages, chid l64,do6 
^egro slaves. The number of sugar -kpantations 

288^ of which 258 made, what is called clayed, 
or soft white sugar, and 30 mucavado, or raw 
sugar. It reckoned 2,009 plantations of coffee, 
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66 of cotton, 443 of indigo, and 2l5 smaller esta- 
blishments, such as provision-giounds, cacao-groves, 
tan-pifs, potteries, hi ick-kilns, 8ec. 

Of the towns and harbouis in the Northnn 
PrOxdnce, thr- chief were those of Cape Francois, 
Fort Dauphin, Port De Paix, and* Cape St. Ni- 
cholas. I shall treat onl> o( the first and the last. 

The. town S^Cdpe Frahj^ois (which in time of 
war was the seat of the Fieuch government) would 
have ranked, for beauty and legularity, among 
the cities ol the second class in any pait of Europe. 
It consisted ot between eight and nine hundred 
houses of stone and brick, many of them hand- 
some and commodious', besides shops and ware 
houses ; and it contained tao magnificent squares, 
oinamented each with a public fountain. The 
cbiet public buildings were the church ,* the 
govcinment-bouse (formerly a convent belonging 
to the Jesuits) ; a superb bamibfe 'for troops ; a 
royal arsenal; af prison; a pta^-housel and two 
hospitals. The number of fre^ inhabitants of all 
'fctolours was estimated at eight thousand, evclu- 
sive of the Miig’s troo|MS and sra-faimg {leoplc. 
The domestic slaves Htptd' said to be about twelve 
thousand. The sicmittim of the towny hpwever, 
was not to he cormnebded. It was built at the 
foot of a high rpountsin, called Ze Momc 
du Cap^ which atoimds inde^ with springs of 
" excellent wa|^^*atid furnished a great supply of 
gdrdent vegefetJW,*' bdt it intercepted the land- 
wind, dntJ reverhifkted th» mys of the sun. J'he 
* town ordse'^ th himlence dhieflv from the coidmo- 
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CHAP diousness of its liurbour, and the t \trcnie fertility 
of the plain adjoining it; to the' east, a district fifty 
miles in length, aftd twelve m bieadtb, appropri- 
ated solely to the coltivation of sugor (the planta- 
tions of which were divided from each other only 
by hedges of citrons and limes), and yielding greater 
returns than perhaps any other spot of the same ex ■ 
tent in the hahi^^hle globe. h 

The town of Cape St. Nicholas consists of about 
250 houses, which are chiefly built Of American 
wood. It is sheltered by a bight bluff,' called the 
Mole ; and having been a free-j>ort, was a place of 
consideiablc trttde, and particulaidy resorted to by 
the ships of America. It is chiefly known, how- 
ever,' for the safety and extent of its harbour, which 
is justly called the key pf the Windward passage ; 
and the fortifications towards the ?ea are reckoned 
among the strongest in the West Indies. On the 
side of the land they are overlooked by the sur- 
rounding heights, and hence it is concludeil, that 
afthough it might be difficult to take the place by 
an invading armament, it. ifrould be still more diffi- 
cult to retain it afterwards, unless possession was 
obtained also of the interirndountry. 

The Western ‘PsovincerUi%an at Cape St. Ni- 
cholas, and extending altMsg the line of coast 
wfi^ forms the tnght 6f l^gane/’for upwards of 
owDundred leagues, teimnn^!^ at Cape Tiburon. 
rctontained sixteen pari^s^ an^/ouf chief towns, 
pamcly, Port au Prince, Hare, Leoganc, and 
'^etit Goave ; besklcsi village^ of which those, of 
Gonaives, Arcahaye, and CrpiX des Bouquets, arc. 
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not inconsiderable. The only good harbours in this 
great extent of coast are tho&e of Pori an Piince 
and (londucs. All the other Muppiug-jihicts aie 
open roads, ^ometinle^ niueh exposed. 

Port au Prince (except in tinieof uai, whin the 
Governoi-tieneral uas directed to remove to ( ape 
Francois) was consideied a^ the metropolis of the 
colony. Jn 1790 it consisted of about tiOO house.s, 
and contained 2,754 wlut^ inhabitants.* 'fhe situ- 
tion is low and marshy, and the climate, in conse- 
quence, very unhealthy. It is surroundctl moieover 
by hills, which command both the town and the 
harbour; but both the hills and the v allies aie 
abundantly fertile. To the east is situated the noble 
plain of Cul de Sac, extending fi-our thirty to forty 
miles in length by nine in braidth, and it contained 
one hundred and fifty sugar plantalion-s, most of 
which were capable of being watered m times of 
drought, by canals admirably ^qptrived and <lis- 
posed for that purpose. The circumjacent moun- 
tains were at the same time clothed with planta- 
tions of coffee, which extended quite to’lhe Spanish 
settlements. 

The 'population and state of agriculture in the 
Western Province wdre as follow; white inha- 
Ifitants of ftll age's 12 , 798 ; negroes in a state of 
slavery l9S,9fil ; plantations of clayed sugar JS5, 
of inu^covadOv 222. Mahtatiofis of coffee 894, of 

4 ‘ ^ 

* , • 

* The free pebple of (iolour were estimated at 4,000, and 
the enslaved at about 8^000: but being cunipre- 

bended in tfte generqjf return for the whole district^ they are 
no where |i«cer^titltd,Witb precision. 
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CHAP, cotton 489, of indigo 1,952, besides 343 smaller 
settlementSif 

The Southern Province, extending upwards of 
sixty leagues from Cape Tihuron, along the south- 
ern coast of the island to L’Ance a Prtie, contain- 
ed twelve parishes, and three chief towns, Lcs 
Cayes, Jeremie, and Jacmel : places of which I 
shall heieafler have occasion to speaks It pos- 
sesses no safe hppirbours, and its roads are^ danger- 
ous. The shipping that load at I.es Coye take 
refuge, during thi hurricane season, at La Baye des 
I'lamands. 

The population in this department was com- 
posed of 6,037 whites, and 76^,812 negio slaves. 
Its establishments coorish^ of 38 plantations of 
white sugar, and 110 of muscovado; 214 colFoc- 
plantdtions, 234 of cotton, 765 of indigo, 'and 119 
smaller settlements. ’ . > 

The quantity of land in cultivation through- 
out all the parishes Wds 763,923 carreaux,* equal 
to 2,289 j 480 jEngHsh acrei^^of which about two- 
thirds wer# situat^'in the .mountains ; and that 
the rentier may bavoA'a state of the agriciilture 


* The clirreau of land in Sj|i, 4 lWit^o is 100 pac^ square, 
of3| Frejicb feet eaehi the ^^gejliries 122,S00 feet. The 
Parte foot is dirided^'ioto tw^Wr inches, and into 
tw<^^ lines; wherefofo, if^wt^raappMe liiM lo he di- 
vided Itttp 310 purtt,'' ^ie Paris foo| will 'Jbh 4440 parts/ the 
Lq^od, 1350. Th^'jftn^rtions erei$^i|ted by the Royal 
^Cadetny of Sciences. laipaictl aerg .contaiite 43,5^0 
iinglish feet sirperficial’itieastire ; wh4tt belt^ tnultiplicd by 
1/350, and the totrf divided by 1,440, giilslat.'40,^7|, or-* 
j^awt one-thii4part.tii/l thd ftNStAl^lfigo, - 
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at one view, 1 shall subjoin a summary of the pre- 
ceding accounts, from whence it will appear that 
the French colony contained, the beginning ol 

431 plantations of clayed sugui. 

362 - of muscovado. 

Total - 793 plantations of sugar, 

3,4,17 of coffee, 

789 - cotton, • 

3,160 - . of indigo, 

54 - of cacao, or chocolate, 

623 smaller settlements, chiefly for rai<!- 
iog gmhi, yams, and other vege- 
table food. 

Making 8,536 ^ablishments of all kinds through- 
out the polony. 

The population in 1790, Oft a like summary, ap- 
peal s to have be^ 30,831 whites of both sexes 
and air ages (pjfclbsive of European troops and 
sea-faring people), and 434,429 negro ^slaves. In 
this account, however, the domestic slaves, and 
negro mechanics employed m the several towns, are 
not . coenpi'ehended. They amounted to about 
46,000, which made the'numh®r ol negro slaves 
‘ throughout the colony 48P,<)00.‘'' 

Of the people of colour very accurate 

account was objteined. <Motis. Marbois, the in- 
tehdaht, r^pofjed^ id^m in 1787' lit aboi^ 20,000. 
In 1790 , the opinioti 0xed them at 24,000 

The e^cterior apf^rance of the poloH^, as I have 
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CH VI’ observed in another place, every where dcnion- 
stiated gveat and incieteiing prosperity. Ctiltiva- 
tion was making lapid advances ovei the country. 
’Ihe towns abounded in waiehousos, which were 
filled with the lichost commodities and productions 
of Ihirope, and the haiboms were crowded with 
&hi|)ping. There weic freighted m 17S7, for Eu- 
jopc alone, 470 ships, containing 1fS,2o3 tons, 
and navigated bj 1 1,220 seamen. Many of them 
were vessels of \eiy large buithen ; and the follow- 
ing is an accurate account from the intcndant’s re- 
turn, of the general expoits on an average of the 
jcais 1787, 1788, and 1789; vi/. 


Average exports from ihe French part of St. Do- 
, mt%o before the Revolution. 

Livres. 

Clayed sugar - lbs. 58, 6'42, 214 - 41,04.9,549 

Muscovado sugar lbs. 8€,.54.9,829 - 34,t)19,93I 

Coffee - - lbs. 71, (>6'3,187 - 71,063,187 

Cotton ^ lbs. 6,(>98,858 - 12,397,716' 

Indigo - - Ilhds. '951,607- 

Molasses t,- Hhds. 23,061 - 

An inferior sort of ? ^ . 

rum, called taffia > ^ > 

Raw hides ' - No. 6,500 - 52,000 

Tanned ditlo ^ ]- No. 7,900 - -118,500 


8,564,463 

2,^67,320 

312,000 


The total value at ih® ports of « a, rr • 

ping, is livres of Sf. Domingo, was 5 * > ^ ^ 


eing equal to 4^956,780/. 'sterling money of 
|Crreat ; and if all th# articles 
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togedier with the value of mahogany and 'other 
wooda, the whole amount would probably exceed 
five millions of pounds sterling.* 

If this statement be compared by the rule of 
proportion with the exports frona Jamaica, the 
result will be considerably in favour of St. Do- 
mingo, t. e. it will be found that the planters of 
Jamaica ret^ve small(pr returns from the labours 
of their in propdTtion to their numbers, 

than the planters oC St. Domingo hare received 
from theirs.* For’ this differenops^arious causes 
have been assigned, and advantages allowed, and 
qualities ascribed to thd Freiich planters, which I 
venture to pronounce, pn full inquiry, had no 
existence. The ^iie muse arose, undoubtedly, 
from the superior fertility of the soil, and the pro- 
di^ous benefit which resulted to the French 
planters from the system of watering. their sugar- 
lands in extreme dry. weather. This is an advan- 
tage which ndtnre *d^ed to 4he lands in Ja- 
maica, except in“h places; but bas fireely 

bestowed on many j^ta of St. Domingo; and the 
planters there avail^ themselvat of ii with the 
happiest success.t ‘ > ^ 


* Vide Ajaipeadii, TabtS No. SjflOia whente fi wiD a]i- 
pear that the expdfts for ifSh SxveedeS iho average 

abova given, hath in qaaiititied^aid Wtlud. 

t Having made diligent ia^awy iStp ^eaimage prodoee 
of the Treach aagar*landa in !^1^oiati^|^bileon the vpot, 
1 veptare to giv^ ethmatt^ fbodded 

in truth as the admij|. ' ' * ’ . 

IhtheNbr|brdw<I^^^U>fOaenomi«Mke, Blariearom, and 


vox., m. 
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And such, in the days of its prosperity, was the 
french dolony in the island of St. Domingo. I 
have now presented to my readers both sides of 
the medal. To Great Britain, a^ve all othei 
nations of the earth, the facts which I have related 
may furnish an important lesson ; and it is such a 
one as requires no comment ! ^ 

pounds weight of muscovado sugar for each camau in canes ; 


the average is * - <5,500 

Jaquizi ' 7,000 

Limonade - « 9,000 

Ouartier Morin - - 5,000 

Pldine du Nord, Limb^, Petite A.nse 5,000 


. gj g 

The average of the whole iad,7lOO lbs, eo^ carreau. 

This part of St. Sominjgo was not wateredl. 

I 

In the Marc^ lj*Artibonite^ and Go* 

naives, each carteft^ yielded - 8,500 

Vazes, ArCahaje, Boucassin • 10,000 

Cwl de Sac " - - 9,000 

Leogane 1 - - * 6,500 

34,000 

The Wcrage jl^OD lbs* the earreau^All thes<^ 
districts were watered. "" ^ 

In the SoUtU-f^tte disiHoMi of Grand Goave, Bes* 

Cayes, Plaint du Fon4 which likewise 

Were watered, ytdded * - % 7^980 

^The generiM the whole, fa 7,500 Ib^ from cacli 

carreau in wMc|t\add 8| per cent for the d!tlbr« 

e!5ee>etwecn'‘||i|pi|PS^ibd^^^ weights, the total is 
ll^a for tires %7l^ Iba. per 

acre i being neai^ more generaf yielding 

ot all ^ hm^ ^ t^t^Jvqut Ja^[£ica 
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CHAP. X. 

Emigrations — Overtures to the British Geverti-- 
mmt accepted — Situation and Strength of the Re- 
publican Partp in St. Domngo^ and Disposition 
of the Inhabitants— Negro J^ely abolished by 
the French dommis^net's— Armament allotted 
for the hwasum of the Country— Surrender oj 
Jeremie and the Mote at Cape St, Nicholas— 
Unsucoessfi^ Aiteptpt aUt Cape Ti^pn Fui'- 
thcr Proceedings # the Bridkk 4^ until the 
Arrival of Gemrai Whyte— Capture of Pori au 
Prme. 

The destruction of "the bt^ujtrful city of Cape ciup 
Francois, and the roa^Sacre'^f UKist of the white 
inhabitants, wei« 4ie sad events which terwnnated 
our hi.storical detail'' at the close 'Of the eighth 
Chapter. It was ofascryi^, hbwev^, that M. 
Galbaud and ^,pattiaaay, amonjg were 

coiupipehcndod, thaoy, respectable fa^lios* h®.d 
fortanateiy jsi^barkcd cstf^fhe sbi^ in* t|^ harijowf* 
justJ)efore 

Happy td'0f jfem 6»>«HnD, they 

direct^ dieir ooufse to tht^Uhiled North 

America; and gf fhp'ihCn«^ 

^ raefer (debased Jre'have b^lj^'ltin other 
situations) tWy whatlgr^ l&wnbers 

of their uidiappy fellow*citiieu|i had foiled hcfoic 
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cH/iP them refuge from the reach of persecution, and 
an asylum from the pre&sure of poverty. 

Etnigrations trum alt parts of St. Domingo 
"had indeed pievailed to a very great extent, ever 
since the revolt of the negroes m the Noithern 
province. Many of the planters had removed 
with their families to the neighho^ring islands . 
some of them had taken refuge in Jamaica ; ’and 
it was supposed that not less than ten thousand 
bad transported themselves, at yanous times, to 
diffeient parts of the continent of America. Most 
of these uere persons of peaceable tempers, who 
sought only to procure the mere necessaries of life 
in safety*' and <}uiet. ^ The principal among the 
planters, naviug other objects in view, had re- 
paired to Oreat Britain. It is a circumstance 
within my own kno«vledge, Iha^ so early as the 
latter end of 1791 (long before the commence- 
ment of hqstUities^ between JPrance and Eng- 
land) many of them had made application to 
the King% nMMsters, re(|[uesting/that an arma- 
ment might be sent to «ke possession of the 
counfry fbr thb Etng of Great Britain, and re- 
c^ve the alle^aiA^' inhabitants. They as- 
si^rted am 'afrahi, vili^ ipuclb 'greater confi- 
^ce than^urtf-*) that w classj^s of the vrhites 
ilB^edto pl^ t^V^|^iiv^,,^erAbe English dp*- 
^gjinloB, and ^'a|»pei|imceof a Bit 

Jiish MiBuiroi^ ^>,eol^y wol4^^ surrender with- 
out V, mpi^ntatiops no at- 

timf fjy# btrtr’ At Jm^gth, 
*^ter t^^ national as^^ ^ ^oght proper 
mK, tha English 
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niinistry began to listen, with some degree of chap. 
complacency, fo the overtures which were again 
made to them, to the same edect, by the planters 
of St. Domingo. Iiv the summer of 1793, a M. 
Charmilly (one of those planteis) w'as furnished 
with dispatches from the secretary of state to Ge- 
neral Williamson, the lieutenant-governor and 
commander in chief of Jamaica, signifying the 
king’s pleasure (with allowance of great latitude 
however to the govcrnorV discretion) that he 
should accept terms of capitulation from the in- 
habitants of such parts of St. Domingo as solicited 
the protectiot^f the British government ; and for 
that purposelbe governor we.s authorised to de- 
tach, f^rotn the troops’ nndef bis command in Ja- 
maica, such a force as should be thought sufficient 
to take apd retain possession ‘of all the places that 
might surrendered, until reinforcements should 
arrive from England. > Charmilly, having thus 
delivered the. orders and instructions with which 
he was entrusted,' sent art agent without delay to 
Jeremic,* a small port and town in the district 
of Grand Anse, to wbkh he belonged, to prepare 
the loyal inhabitants for a visit from tiieir new 
allies and protectors the English. • 

But, before we proceed to detail fhe operk- 
tions which foHbwed this determination of the 
British cabinet, it seems heceSsaiyv^as well for the 
sadsfactipn of 'the reader as in justice «to the gal- 
lantry and goQd<<^^uct of the. officers and men 
who were aflertfs^s, sent to ,St. Dmningo, that 


* It is situated jnif within the Bight of LtogMe, 
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niu*. some account should be given of the difficulties 
M bich were to arise, and the force that was to be 
encountered in this attempt to annex so great and 
valuable a colony to the liutfsh dominion. I am 
well appiised that I am here treading on tender 
ground ; but if it •shall appear, as unhappily it 
■will, that the persons at whose instance and en- 
treaty the project was adopted, either meant to 
deceive, or where themselves grossly deceived, in 
the representations which they had made to the 
English government on this occasion, it is my 
province and my duty to place the failure wliich 
ensued to its pioper account. The historian 
who, in such cages, from fear, favour, or affec- 
tion, suppresses the communication of facts, is 
hardly less culpable than the factious or venal 
writer, who sacrifices tlic interests of truth and 
the dignity of history, to the prejudices of 
paity. 

The republican commissioners, as the reader 
has been informed, haef brought with them from 
France six thousand ctiosen troops ; xvhicii, added 
to the national force already in the colony, and 
the militia of the country, constituted a body of 
fourteen or’ fifteen tho'nldnd effective men ; to 
whom W’cre joined a motley but desperate bapd of 
all complexions and dei^ptions, chiefly staves 
which had deserte^* frSm their miners, and ne- 
groes collected from the jails. All thesej amount- 
ing in the ^ybole to about twenty-two thousand 
effectives, w'cre brought into somd degree of order 
and discipline ; were well armed, and, what is of 



M. DOMINGO 


infiaite impor^ncc, were, in a considerable de- cusp 
gree, inured to the climate,* Being necessarily 
tii.speised, however, in detach nnnits thioughout 
the different piovinces, they w'ere become on tiiai 
account less formidable to an invading enem). 

Aware of this circyrastance, the conjmissioners, 
on the first intimation of an attack from the Eng- 
lish, resorted to the most desperate expedient to 
strengthen their party, that imagination can con 
ceive. They declared by proclamation all man 
ner of slavery abolished, and pronounced the uegio 
slaves to be from thencefot watd a fice people, on 
condition of resorting to their standaid. From 
this moment it might have been foreseen that the 
colony was lost to Europe; for tliough hut few 
of the negroes, in proportion to the whole, joined 
the commissionens, many thousands choosing to 
continue slaves as they were, and participate in 
the fortunes of their masters, yet vast numbers in 


• The foliowiag detail was given me by a uicinber of the 
• ulonial assembly 

Troops tn St Domingo on the arrival of Santhonai and 
Polverel, viz 

'I’roops of the line which arrived with the eommissioners 6,000 
The regiment of Cape Francois .... yoo 
The regiments of Artois and Normandy - - . 1,000 

vStipendiaiy t|oops enlisted and paid for by the colony l,^i00 
The colonial militia, including free pbople Of colour 7,000 

15,»00 

Black companies raised by the authority of the com- 

niisstouers . 6,000 


Total 


2i,yoo 
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ciup. all parts of the colony (apprehertsive probably 
that this offer of liberty was too great a favour 
to be permanent) availed themselves of it to se- 
cure a retreat to the mountains, and possess them- 
selves of the natural fastnesses which the interior 
country affords. Successive bodies have since 
joined them, and have estabilched themselves, in 
those recesses, into a sort of savage fcpuhlic, like 
that of the black Charaibes of St. Vincent, where 
they subsist on the spontaneous fruits of the 
earth, and the wild cattle which they procure by 
hunting; prudently declining offensive wai, and 
trusting llieir safety to the rocky fortresses which 
nature has raised around them,, and from which, 
in my opinion, it will be no easy undertaking to 
dislodge them.* 

* The proclamation alluded to was issued at Port au Prince 
the latter end of August, and was signed byPolverel alone, San- 
thonax being at that time in the Northern province. It begins 
by declaring, that neither himself nor Siinthona\ are recalled 
or disgraced. That, in order to encourage the negn> slaves 
to assist in opposing the meditated invasion of the English, 
all manner of slavery is abolished > and the negroes arc 
thenceforward to consider themselves as free citizens It then 
expatiates upon the uccesdity of labour, >eud tells the negroes 
that they most engage to work ^ usual, from year to ye%r ; 
but that they are at liberty to make chmee of their respective 
•masters. That one-third of the crop shall be appropriated an- 
nually to the purchase pf clothing and provisions for their 
maintenance; and that in the month of September lu each 
year they are at liberty to make a new choice, or to confirm 
that of the precoding year. Such, to the best of my remem- 
brance (for I apCak-from memory) arc the chief firo^-isions of 
this celebrated proclamation, which J think extended only to 
the Western and Southern provinces ; Santhonax being em- 
powered, to make what other regulations he might think 
proper for the !^forthern province. ^ The whole appears to 
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Of tlie revolted negroes in the Northern pro- 
vince, many had perished of disease and fan^ne; 
but a desperate band, amounting as it was supj^cd 
to upwards of 40,000, inured to war, and prac- 
tised in devastation and murder, still continued 
in arms. These were ready to pour down, as oc- 
casion might offer, on all nations alike ; and instead 
of joining the English on their landing, would re- 
joice to sacrifice both the victors and the vanquished, 
the invaders and the invaded, in one common de- 
struction. 

Concerning the white* proptietors, on whom 
alone our dependance was placed, a large propor- 
tion, as we have seen, perhaps more than nine- 
tenths of the whole, had quitted the country, Ot 
those that remained, sorme there were, undoubt- 
edly, who sincerely wished for the restoration of 
order, and the blessings of regular government; 
but the greater part were persons of a differeni 
character: they were desperate adventurers who 
had nothing to lose, and every thing to gain, by 
confusion and anarchy : not a few of them had 
obtained possession of the effects and estates of 
absent proprietors. From people of this stamp, 
the most determined opposition was necessarily 
to be expected ; and unfortunately, among those 
of better principle, I am afraid but a very small 
number were cordially nttacbed to the English. 
The majority , seem to have had nothing in view 

have been a inatchlest piece of absurdity •, betraying a la- 
mentable degree of ignorance concerning the manners and 
dispositions of thf negroes, and totally impracticable in itself 


1 
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but to obtain by any means the restoration of theii 
estates and possessions. Many of them, under 
lhair ancient govertmient, had belonged to the 
lower order of mblcA'ie ; and being tenacious of 
titles and honours, in propoition as their preten- 
sions to real distinction were disputable, they 
dreaded the introduction of a system of laws and 
government, which would reduce them to the ge- 
neral level'of the community. Thus,' as their mo- 
tives were selfish, and their attachment feeble, 
their exertions in the common cause were not 
likely to be very sticQuous or efficacious. I do 
not find that the number of French in arms, who 
joined us at any one period (I mean of white in- 
habitants) ever exceeded two thousand. It were 
unjust,' however, not to observe, that among them 
were some distinguished individuals, whose fide- 
lity was above suspicion, and whose services were 
highly important.* 

From this recapitulation it is evident, that the 


* A few men of colour aUo distinguished themselves in 
the common cause ; vtx. Monsieur Le Point, Lieutenant-co- 
lonel of the St. Marc's legion, who, with about 300 Mulat- 
toes under his command, kept t^e parish of L'Archaye in 
complete subjection /or n con..iderable time. 2. Baucqutl, 
Mstfor of the Milice Royalc of Verettes, a person much at- 
tached to thg English 3. Charles Savtty, who commanded 

a very important post in the plain of Art^onite, upon the 
river D’Esterre. Great conUd^ic^ was ]>laccd in this man 
by Cdlonel Brisbane, and it wds never abused. All these 
were well educated^ and nourished deep reseUtipent 
■against the French planters, on account of the indignities 
which the class of coloured people had received from them. 
At Cape Tiburon, three or four bimdred blacks were embo- 
died very early, under a black general named lean Kma, 
who serveul^well and Aiithfully. » 
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invasion of St. Domingo wns an onterpri/c of 
greater magnitude and difficulty than the British 
govenmient seem to have imagim d. Considering 
the extent and natural strength ot the tountry, it 
may well be doubted, wheihei all the force which 
Great Britain could have spared, would have been 
sufficient to reduefc it to subjection, and restore it 
at the same time to such a degree of order and 
subordination, as to make it a colony worth hold- 
ing. The truth seems to have been, that (jencral 
Williamson, to whom, as hath been observed, the 
direction and distribution of tlic armament w'as 
entrusted, ahd whose active zeal in the sci vici' of 
his country was eminently conspicuous, was de- 
ceived, equally with the kin^s ministers, by the 
favourable accounts and exaggerated representa- 
tions of sanguine and interested individuals, con- 
cerning the disposition of their countrymen, the 
white jdanlers remaining in St. Domingo. Instead 
of tlie few hundreds ot them which afterwards le 
sorted to the British .‘.tandaixl, the CJovernor had^ 
reason to expect tlie suppoit and co-operation of 
at least uS many thousands. In this fatal confi- 
dence, the armament allotted for this impoitant 
expedition was composed of only the 1 3th regi- 
ment of foot, seven companies of the 49lh, and a 
detachment of artillery, altogether amounting to 
about eight hundfed and seventy, rank and file, 
^t fpr duty. ' Such wa.^ the^ force that was to 
annex to the tJrowm of Great Britain, a country 
nearly (Wjnai itf extent, and in natural strengtli 
infinitely superior to Great Britain itself! Speedy 



156 


HISTORICAL SURVEY OF 


CHAP and effectual reinforcements from England were, 
however, pronu^ed, as well to replace the troops 
which were removed from Jamaica, as to aid the 
operations'in St. Domingo. 

In the meantime, the first division, consisting of 
six hundred and seventy-seven rank and file, under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Whitelocke, 
sailed from Port Royal the S>tb of September, and 
arrived at Jeremie on the 19th of the same mouth. 
They were escorted by Commodore Ford, in the 
Europa, accompanied by four or five frigates. 

As the propositions, or terms of capitulation, 
had been previously adjusted between the people 
of Jeremie, by their agent Mr. Charmilly, and Ge- 
neral Williamson, it only remained for the British 
forces to take possession of the town and harbour. 
Accordingly, the troops disembarked early the next 
morning ; the British colours were hoisted at both 
the forts, with royal salutes from each, which were 
answered by the Commodore and bis squadron, 

^ and the oaths of fidelity and allegiance were taken 
by the resident inhabitants, with an appearance of 
great zeal and alacrity. 

At the same time information was received, that 
the garrison at the Mole of C-pe St. Nicholas were 
inclined to surrender that important fortress in like 
manner. As this was a circumstance not to be 
negle^ed, the Commojldre immediately directed 
his ,|burse thitlier, and, bn the 22d, took posses- 
sllli of tire fortress and harbour, and received the' 
ali^iance of the ofiicers and privliites. The grena- 
dier company of the l$tb regimen^ was forthwith 
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di3patched from Jeremie to take the command of chap 
the garrison ; which was soon afterwards strength- 
ened by the arrival of the second division of the 
armament ordered from Jamaica, consisting of five 
companies of forty men each. 

The voluntary surrender of these places raised 
expectations in .the people of England, that the 
whole of the French colony in St. Domingo would 
submit without opposition : but the adv^tage.s 
hitherto obtained seem to have been greatly over- 
valued. The town of Jeremie is a place of no 
importance. It contains about one hundred very 
mean houses, and the country in the vicinage is 
not remarkably fertile ; producing nothing o‘f any 
account but coffee. At the Mole of Cape St Ni- 
cholas, the country is even less productive than in 
the neighbourhood of Jeretnie; but the harbour i.s 
one of the finest in the new world, and the fortifi- 
cations vie with the strongest in the West Indies. 
Unfortunately, from' the elevation of the surround- 
ing heights, the place is not tenable against a 
powerful attack by land. The garrison consisted 
only of the regiment of Dillon, which was reduced 
by sickness or desertion to about one hundred and 
fifty men. The town itself was in the highest de- 
gree hostile: nioi?t of the inhabitants capable of 
bearmg arms, left the place on the arrival of the 
English, and Joined the republican army. 

Zealous, however, to promote the glory of the 
British name, Colonel Whitelocke determined tl^ai 
his little {^y.^uld not continue inactive at Je- 
remie. It was represented to him, that the acqui- 
sition of the neighbouring post of Tiburon would 
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cij\i> prove of the utmost importance towaids the sceu- 
rity of Grand-Anse, ahd a M. Duval pledging him- 
self to raise five hundred men to co-operate in its 
reduction, an expedition was undertaken lor that 
puiposc, and Colonel Whitelocke, with most of the 
Biitish force fiom Jeiemic, ai rived in Tiburon Bay 
on the 4th of October. 

But, on this occasion, as on almost every other, 
the English had a melancholy proof how little de- 
pcndance can be placed On French declarations and 
assurances. Duval never made his appearance, 
for he was not able to collect more than fifty whites ; 
the enemy’s force was found to be far more formi- 
dable than had been represented, and the gallantry 
of our troops proved unavailing against superiority 
of numbers. They were compelled to retreat with 
the loss of about twenty men hilled and wounded.* 

The defeat and discouragement sustained in this 
attack were the more grievously felt, as sickness 
soon afterwards began to prevail to a great extent 
in the army. The season of the year was unfa- 
vourable in the highest degree for military opera- 
tions in a tropical climate. The rains were in- 
cessant; and the constant and unusual fatigue, 
and extraordinary duty to which the soldiers, from 
the smallness of their nun^|:^r, were necessarily 
subject, co-operating with the’ state^ of the wea- 
ther, product the mos^.iaM|| cwhsequences. That 
never-failing attendant ipiliftary expeditions in 

• ^ ThU I>uval being afterwards sua{{eib^|a oj cdrrespond- 
ing with the encmy> was ordered to island, anrf he 

went to America 
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the West Indies, the yellow or pestilential fever, otup. 
jaged with dreadful virulence; and so many, both 
of the seamen and soldiers, perished daily, that the 
survivors were stricken with astonishment and 
horror at beholding the havock made among their 
comrades ! 

General MHlliamson, with his us'ual humanity, 
exerted himself to give them all the relief in his 
power. Unhappily he had no alternative -but liither 
to withdraw the troops altogether from St. Domingo, 
leaving our allies and new subjects, the French 
planters who had sworn allegiance to our govern- 
ment, to the mercy of their enemies, or to send, 
from an already exliaustcd ajrmy, a stnall reinforce- 
ment of men, to' perish probably in the same man- 
ner as , those had done whose numbers they were 
scarcely sufficient to leplace. 

Tlu' latter measure was adopted : in truth, the 
circumstances of the case admitted of no other. 

The remainder of the 49th regiment, the 20th, 
and the royals, amounting altogether to seven or 
eight hundred men, were therefore dispatched with 
all possible expedition ; and the safety of Jamaica 
was at length entrusted, to less than four hundred 
regular troops. 

The sudden appearance in St. Domingo of a 
reinforcement, though small in itself, produced 
however a considerable effect among the French 
planters, by introducing a belief that the British go- 
vernment was now seriously resolved to follow yg) 
the blow. In the beginning of December, .the 
parishes of Jean Babel, vSt. Marc, Arcahaye, and 
Boucassin, surrendered on the same conditions as 
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OHAi" had been granted to Jereniie ; and their example 
was soon afterwards followed by the inliabitants oi 
I^ogane. All the former parishes are situated on 
the north side of the Bight : Leogane on the south. 

The British commanders now directed their 
views oucc more towards the capture of Tiburon. 
The defeat which our troops had sustained in the 
late attack of . that important pest, served only 
to animate them to greater exertions ; but a con- 
siderable time unavoidably elapsed before the ex- 
pedition took place; the interval being employed 
in securing’ the places which had surrendered 
im. On the Slat of January, however, the Cornmo 
dore touched at Jeremie with the squadion, uiio 
received the troops on ’ jard ; and the whole ar- 
rived off Cape Tiburon on the evening of ili i 
of February. 

The enemy appeared in consiuerahle Jorcr , and 
seemed to wait the arrival of the Briti.s’ «it!) gircot 
resolution ; but a few broadsides fn>»n uk s*iij)‘. 
soon cleared the beach. They came kr v ai ‘ ho'v. 
ever again, as tiiO 0ank compa* 'cs .'pproached 
the shore, and directed a general dis ’la.gi 'j. jims- 
quetry at the boats; but out troops Ian ltd ami 
formed in an instant, rout''d“tbeir Hue with gn.)* 
slaughter, afid itnmediateJy'took possession of <he 
post. Th<it gallantry qf Majpr Spencer who com- 
manded, and of the of|cefi^S«d4p.en who composed 
the flank' companH^a^ particularly conspicu- 
It seems, indeed, to have been a spirillbd 
aM well copdoeted enterpri;id^tbrOvgbout ; and 
it|i'as happily effected with the loss of only three 
of the English killed, and seven wounded. Of the 
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« nemy, one hundred tmd fifty surrendered prison- cii vR 
cr.s of «ar; and their magazines were found icpletc 
nilh annnunition.*^ 

IJy the pos^ession of tliis post on the south, and 
that of the Mole at f’ape St. Nicholas on the 
nf)rtli-western part of the island, the British squad- 
ron commanded the navigation of the windward 
passage, and the whole of that extensive bay 
which forms the Bight of I,eogane, and the cap- 
ture of the forts, shipping, and town of l^ort au 


* I ha\c "mce been informed by an ofldeer of rank^ who 
ook a ili^tin^uibhcd part in thij enterprise, tluit the real nnm-- 
ner of tiruish killed and wounded was tvventy-live. This ^eii- 
lcu>r n hiui'e^famon^ th vounded. The generoUvS gaU 
r. <i fomnion siilor lamed belonging to the 

i\ ii'ioi f tu b^' rc orded in this place. Instead of 

^ t * lus Inf "vitn the boats, according to orders, after 
‘’ 0 ')p >\ (TO Kin«lcd, the sailor jumped on shore, swore that 
/( ’ ,r a dash at the Brigands. Hut it was necessary 

i\ fu op' ^lit ui'i follow up their success, and it being found 
'Hi; ‘ take all the wounded men along with thero^ 

a ^n oi iho-^e ninihl ha^o been left on the beach in a dark 
In fih to he «A4Ssa«Tcd by a savage enemy j which hone's! 
lac V perLi^ning ne deci iced it was a more pleading task to 
avc the ii' V of thif •' poor suffering men, than to kill half a 
-^corc rebeh. rle tin retore plunged into the water, the boats 
havmg pusliod oif, and bynard swimming, reached the llounil 
Sloop. near a mile from the shore, and from her wa^ 
cent to his own ship- Captain Rowley being by this means 
informed of the situation of the wounded men, manned hi^ 
barge, and brought them all off himself; and W'hh a very com- 
mendable attention towards such ofthem as died in the removal, * 
ordered the* liclitenant to read the faneral service over them, by 
the light of a lantern, before tlietr Wiles were committed lo 
the deep. Allen, the sailor, was reprimanded for his breach of 
discipline, but rewarded with five pounds for his humamtv, 
VOT. 111. M 
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Pl'ince (the metropolis of the French colony) 
seemed more than piobablc, on the anival of a 
larf^e armanicnt now daily expected, Viitli much 
anxiety, from England. 

In tlie meanwhile, it was determined (now that 
the season was favourable) in order that the troops 
might not continue inactive, as well as to facili- 
tate the meditated reduction of Port au Prince, 
to attack L'Acul, an important fortress in the vi- 
cinity of Leogane. Accordingly, on the 1,9th of 
February, the flank companies, a detachment of 
the royal aifillery, and of the 13th regiment, with 
some colonial troops, having two flve-ualt-inch 
howitzers and two four-pounders, marched from 
thence under the command of Colonel Whitc- 
locke, at four in the morning. Baron de Monta- 
lembert, with about two hundred colonial troops, 
and a few of the British artillery, were previously 
embarked in transports, and ordered to land and 
attack the fort at an hour appointed. Captain 
Vincent, with the light infantry of the 4,9th, and 
about eighty of the colonial troops, took a moun- 
tain road, while Colonel Whitelockc moved for- 
ward on the great road, and took post just out of 
cannon-shot, waiting the united attacks of the 
Baron and Captain Vincent’s detachments. The 
enemy began to cannonade about seven o’clock, 
and continued it with inteirvals till eleven, when 
Colpnel W hitelbcke' ordered Captain Smith, with 
the howitzers and cannon, to advance and fire 
^pon the fort, supported by ^ light infantry of 
the royals and 13th regiments, 'under the command 
of M^or Spencer, in order to give time for the 
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Baron’s people to land. Unfortunately, from the 
inismandgcinent of on«^^f the transports, the 
troops under the orders ot the Baron de Monta- 
lembert rould not be landed. Colonel VV hite- 
locko, therefore, finding he had nothing to expect 
from them, the day being considerably advanced, 
now came to the determination of attacking the 
fort by storm ; and detached Major Spencer, with 
the grenadiers of lire 49th regiment, and the light 
infantry of the 13th, to join Captain Vincent, 
and approach the fort by tlie mountain road, while 
ho himself marched by the great road for the same 
purpose. At five o’clock, the two columns n>ov- 
cd forw’ard, and the moment the enemy discover- 
ed the march of Colonel Wbitelocke’s division, 
they commenced a very heavy fire of cannon and 
inusquetry. Orders were immediately given for 
the column to advance and gain the fort, which 
orders were gallantly and rapidly executed. At this 
instant, l.ieutcnant M’Kerras of the engineers, 
and Captain Hutchinson of the royals, wcic both 
w'oundcd ; but they continued their exertions, 
notwithstanding, till tlie fort was in quiet posses- 
sion of the victors. Our loss was not great ; but 
Captain Moishead (who had before received a siiot 
in the body, when gallantly mounting the hill) 
with Lieutenant Tinlin of the 20th grenadiers, 
Lieutenant Caulfield of the fiSd regiment, and 
some privates, were unfortunately blown up by an 
explosion after the fort was taken ; for the oflicoi 
who commanded, fififling he could no longei de- 
fend it, placed a quantity of powder and oiliei 
combustibles in one of the buildings, w'hich wa 
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fired by an unfortunate brigand, who peribhed iu 
the explosion. Captaii^^j^orshead died the next 
day, and w'as interred with military honours, at- 
tended by tijc British garrison ; Lieutenant Caul- 
field lingered some time longer, and then followed 
him to the grave ; but Lieutenant Tinlin reco- 
vered.* ** 

The next enterprise of our gallant little army 
had a less favourable termination. It was direct- 
ed against a strong post and settlement at a place 
called Btimpard, about eight miles from Cape St. 
Nicholas, where a hardy race of people, chiefly a 
colony of Germans, had established themselves, 
and lived in unambitious poverty. A detachment 
of two hundred men, from the different corps, 
were ordered on this service in two divisions, one 
of which was commanded by Major Spencer, the 
brave and active officer already mentioned, -the 
other by Lieutenant-Colonel Markham. Of their 
proceedings during the attack, and their rctreai 
afterwards, I have not been furnished with the 
particulars. All that is known to the public 
with certainty is, that our troops were repulsed by 
superior numbers, with the loss of forty men, but 
without any diminution of the national charactei. 

* I am indebted to the gentleman who favoured me with 
the information confeyed in the note to p. 161. for the fol- 
lowing corrections and observations on the account^ which I 
have given above^ of the attack of jicul Our loss,4hat da> 

(the 19th February) was thirty-four killed and wounded> 
amongstwhomwereaixEngiisbo0lceraand ten Frenchmen. 
" Jjieutena^t Lord Aylmer wad woumied in the thighs while 

** iidvancing in Major Spei^cer’a division to the atta<di.” 
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1 1 was allowed, , even by the enemy, that they 
fought bravely. They were defeated, not dismay- 
ed, by circumstances which probably they did not 
foresee, and against which human prudence could 
not provide. 

This afflicting loss was but ill compensated, by 
the very distinguished honour which was soon af- 
terwards acquired by the few’ British troops that ♦ 
had been left in possession of Cape Tiburon, under 
the command of Captain Harlyman, of the 13lh 
regiment, who were attacked on the 1 6th of Apri][ 
by an army of brigands, amounting to upwards ot 
two thousand. The enemy’s force was led on by 
Andrew Rigaud, a man of colour, who commanded 
at Les Cayes, and was composed of revolted ne- 
groes, and desperadoes of all descriptions, rapacious 
after plunder, and thit sting for blood. This savage 
horde surrounded the fort about three o’clock in 
the morning. It was defended with much spiiil 
until a quarter befpre nine, when the besieged, 
quitting the fort, assailed the assailants, and routed 
the besiegers with great slaughter, one hundred and 
seventy of their number being left dead on the 
field ; but when it was discovered that no less than 
twenty-eig^t 6f our gS^llant sddiers had lost their 
lives, and that one hundred and nine others were 
severely wounded in the bloody contest, the shouts 
of triumph were suppressed by gloomy reflections 
on the forlorn conditiod of tfie wmy, it being 
mournfully evident that a few more such victories 
would anoihilate tl^' victors ! 

Hie defence of Fotl L‘Acul, early in the same 
month, is also deserving particular notice. Cap- 
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CHAi*. tain Napier had the command ; aijd he was ably sup- 
ported by Lieutenant Bambridge, of the artillery, 
and Lieutenant M’Kellari of the royalb. 'Fhe latter 
was stationed in the adjoining block-liouse. 

Xhe enemy, on this occasion, conducted their 
operations with such secrecy and concert, that it 
was supposed they must have lain concealed, a con- 
« siderable part of the night, in the ditch ; as the first 
notice the garrison had of their approach, was from 
a loud yell which they uttered in endeavouring to 
gnter the embrasures. 

The firing of our morning gun was their dgnal 
of attack ; but they seem not to have been apprised 
that previous thereto, by a full hour, it was the con- 
stant practice of the British officers to have their 
men at the out-posts under arms. 

Being twice repulsed from the fort and block- 
house, the enemy rallied and made a third attempt ; 
an instance of persevering bravery, unobserved until 
that lime in their warfare. They were, however, 
finally driven off; and were afterwards pursued 
with great slaughter by a party of French royalist, 
under the command of the Baron de Montalem- 
bert, who had Just arrived from Leogane. 

Tlie whole p'f the Buti^h forde at this time in 
all parts of St. Domingo • did not, I believe, 
amount to nine hundred effective men, a number 
by no. means sufficaent^to ^nison the places in 
our possession ; aijd thif rapid diminution whicli 
prevailed among them, could not fail to attract 
observation among alL classes of the French inha- 
bitants ; to dispirit our allies, and entour^e our 
enemies. Such of the planters as had hitherto 
'1 
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Stood aloof, now began to declare tliemsclvcs hos- cihf. 
tile; and desertions were frequent from most of 
the parishes that had surrendered. At Jean Ra- 
bell, a f)lace ahicb, a few months before, had vo- 
luntarily declared for the British government, the 
garrison consisting of two hundred and fifty of our 
supposed allies, rose on their officers, and com- 
pelled them to deliver up the post of Lavaux to 
the French general, and it was greatly apprehend- 
ed that, unless a very poweiful reinforcement 
should speedily arrive to strengthen the British 
army, many other places would follow their ex- 
ample. 

Eight months had now elapsed since the sur- 
render of Jeremie, and in all that interval not a 
.soldier liad arrived from CJreat Britain ; and the 
want of camp equipage, provisions, and necessa- 
ries, was grievously felt. The army seemed devot- 
ed to inevitable destruction, and disappointment 
and dismay were strongly marked in the counte- 
nance of eveiy ntm^ At length, however, on the 
J9th of May, when expectation was nearly lo.sl 
in despair, it was announced that his Majesty’s 
ships the Belliqueux and the Irresistible, with the 
Ely sloop, had cast anchor in the’barbour of Cape 
St. Nicholas, having a fleet of transfmrts under 
their convoy, with the battalion Companies on 
board, of the 22d, fiSd, and 4Jsi regiments of ih- 
fantry, nnddr.the command . of Brigadier- General 
Whyte. This event, as nray well be imagined, af- 
forded infinite relief and satisfaction to the barras- 
sed and worn-out trcd{is on shore ; and their ani- 
mation on this occasion was heightened by the 
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confident hope and expectation tlmt Port au Prince 
would be the object of an imittediate attack. It 
was known that its harbour was crowded with ships, 
most of which were supposed to be laden with the 
richest productions of the colony ; and although 
the regiments newly arrived did not exceed sixteen 
hundred men in the whole (of wlioin twp hundred 
and fifty were sick and convalescent) the deficiency 
of numbers was no longer the subject of complaint. 
Every one anticipated to himself the possession of 
great wealth from the capture; and justly con- 
cluded that his share of the prize money would 
augment or diminish in an inverse proportion to 
the number of captors. 

The belief that Port au Prince would be the 
first object of attack was well founded ; and the 
road of Arcahaye was fixed on as a place of ren- 
dezvous for the men of war and trartSports. Ac- 
cordingly General Whyte, having landed his sick 
at Cape St. Nicholas, and taken one hundred and 
fifty of the garrison in their room, proceeded on 
the 23d to the place appointed, to concert mea- 
.=ures with Commodore Ford, and receive on board 
such of the colonial trx>o’ps«^ were to co-operate 
vrith llie British in this" entlrpriae. On the 30th 
the squadron sailed from Arcahaye, and cast an- 
chor off Fort au Prince on _th0 evening of the 
same day. It was eom^Cised of four ships of the 
line, the Europa, the Belliqueux^ the Irresistible, 
the Sceptre, three frigates, jipd’ four or five 

J ailer vessels; the whole the*' iorfftiediate 
nmand of Commodore'"Ford;^ and the lahd 
, -forces, .under the orders of General Whyte, con- 
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sisted of one thousand four hundred and sixty-five chap. 
rank and file fit fot duty. 

The whole force being thus collected, and tlie 
necessary prepat ations made, a flag was sent, cat ly 
the next morning, to demand the suricnder of the 
place ; but the oflicer charged with the dispatch 
was informed that no flag would be admitted, and 
the letter was returned unopened. It was now 
determined to commence operafions by the can- 
nonade of Fort Bizotton, a fortress situated on 
a commanding eminence, well adapted to guard 
the approach to the harbour, and defendeil by 
five hundred men, eight pieces of heavy cannon, 
and two mortals. Two line of battle ships were 
ordered to attack the sea-front, and a fiigate was 
stationed close to the. shore, to flank a ravine to 
the eastward. From these vessels a brisk and 
well-directed fire was maintained for several 
hours i but as no great impression appeared to be 
made. Major Spencer, vvith three hundred Bii- 
tish, and about five hundred of the colonial troops, 
was put on shore in the evening, within a mile of 
the fort, vvith orders to commence an attack on 
the side towards the laud. On their ariival at a 
small distance from the scene of action, about 
eight o’clock.at night, a most tremendous thunder- 
storm arose, Juxompanied with a- deluge of rain, 
of which, as it overpowered the sound of their 
approacl}, the advanced guayd,' commanded by 
Captain Daniel, of the 4 1st, deternuned to take 
advantage. The^ brfive men, sixty only in num- 
ber, accordingly rushed forward,, and finding a 
breach in the walls, entered with fixed bayonets. 
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ciiAi’ anfl hcca’aic instantly inastero of the fortres'' ; the 
besioged every where throwing down their arms and 
calling for mercy. So rapid were the movenx nts 
of this gallant band, and so unexpected was their 
success, that Major Sfxincer, the coiinnandcr, had 
his fears for the safety of the whole party, of whose 
situation he was unapprized for some hours. I 
grieve to add, that Captain Daniel, who so gal- 
lantly led the advanced guard on this occasion re- 
ceived a severe w'ound in the attack, while his brave 
associate, Captain Wallace, the second in com- 
mand, was most unfortunately killed on the glacis. 

The possession of Fort fiizotton determined the 
fate of the capital, which was evacuated by the 
enemy on the 4th of June ; and the British com- 
manders w'ere so fortunate as to preserve, not only 
the town itself, but also the shipping in the har- 
bour, from conflagration, although the republican 
commissioneis had given orders and made firepa- 
rations for setting fire, to both. The commissioners 
themselves, with many of their adherents, among 
whom was the Mulatto Montbrun, commandant 
of their troops, made their escape over the moun- 
tains to Jacrael, carrying i^^ith them, it is said, 
money and eflects to a great; amount. 

Thus was achieved the conquest of Port au 
Prince; an event which has proved not less pro- 
fitable than lionoural^e to* such of the ofiicers and 
soldiers by whom it was effected, as have lived to 
jjoy the fruits of their victory; for there were 
iptured in the harbour, two-andstwenty top-sail 
^vessels, fully laden with su^, indigo, and coffoc, 
i-of which thirteen were from three to five hundred 
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Ions burtlieii, and the remaining nine, from one cihv 
hundred and fifty to three hundred tdns ; besides 
seven thousaixl tons of shipping in ballast ; the va- 
lue of all which, at a moderate computation, could 
not he far short of 400,000/. sterling.* 

« 

^ Three days after the surrender of Port au Prince, the 
enemy made a second attempt on the British postatTiburonj 
at that time under the command of Captain (now Lieutenant- 
Colonel) Bradshaw. This attack took place on the 7th of 
June 5 but tlie assailants were prevented liringing their artil- 
lery to bear on the fort, by a heavy and well-directed lire 
from the Success frigate (Captain Roberts), stationed off the 
point, close to which the cannon must have been conveyed 3 
about midnight, therefore, the enemy, from the covert of an 
adjoining wood, began a general discharge of small arms, and 
continued to fire very vigorously for several hours, but with 
little e3weoutionj the fort having been made proof against 
musquetry. During this attack, as the great guns of the 
fort could not be pointed towards the enemy with any cer- 
tainty of effect. Captain Bradshaw directed his men to remain 
quiet By this judicious conduct the enemy were completely 
deceived 3 for interpreting the silence and inactivity of the 
garrison to proceed from the effects of terror and the loss of 
men, they were encouraged, about six in the morning, to 
attempt, in full force, to storm. The d^nsequences were 
fatal to them : Captain Bradshaw allowed them to approach 
within a small distance of the walls, when he opened so 
tremendous a fire, both from artillery and small arms, as in- 
stantly laid nearly ond half of their number breathless, and 
compelled the remainder to retreat .in the Utmost confusion. 

A sortie being, at the same time, made from the garrison, a 
great many were killed in the pursuit, and their discomfiture 
was decisive. 

The circumstances here related were unfortunately 
omitted in the first edition of the Historical ISurvcy of St. 
Domingo. , 
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CHAP. xr. 


Sickness among the troops, and the causes 

oj. — Reb^orcement. — Dreadful Mortality . — 
General Whyte is succeeded by Brigadier General 
Horneck. — Leogane taken by the Rebels — Tem- 
porary Successes of Lieutenant-Coloml Bris- 
bane at Artiboniie. — Revolt of the Mulattoes at 
St. Marc. — Attack of Fort Bizofton. — Prepa- 
re fiojis by Rio and for another Attempt on Tibu- 
ron. — The Post attacked o/i Christmas Day, 
and car ried,~~G allant Defence and Escape of the 
Garrison, and melaacholy Fate of Lieutenant 
Basketville. — Lieutenant -Colonels Brisbane and 
Markham killed.-~Observations and Strictures on 
the Conduct f the War. 


From the success wliich attended the British 
arms in the conquest of Port au Prince, it might 
have been hoped that we were tiow to enter on the 
survey of brightci^ prospects thaln those whicl) have 
hitherto presented themselves to Our contempla- 
tion ; but a melancholy reverse of fortune was 
soon to aw'ait th» conquerors; for, immediately 
after possession was taken of the town, the same 
dreadful scbuiTge-^isease, exasperated to conta- 
gion, which had‘>been‘ so fatally prevalcnts, among 
our t^ps in ihfe/^recedihg autumn, renewed its 
'““‘^^ive pirogress;. And,- on this occasion, it is 
iidicult to' trace the proiitnate'’ causes of so 
lie a calamity. The situation of the town of 
au Prince has already been noticed. 
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healthy in itself, it is surrounded by fortified cine, 
height*-, whicli command both the lines and the _ „ . 
harbour ; and these heights are again commanded 
by others. Here the enemy on their rctieal from 
town made their stand, in. the well-founded con- 
fidence of receiving regular supplies of men, am- 
munition, and necess?iries, from Les Cayes, a sea- 
port on the southern coast, distant only from 
Port au Prince, by a very easy road, about forty 
miles.* No part of St. Domingo possesses a 
more ready communication with the French 
Islands to windward, or with the states of Ame- 
rica, than the port last mentioned ; and from both 
these sources, reiiiforcenjents were actually re- 
ceived, and constantly poured into the enemy’s 
camp. On this account the British commanders 
found it indispensably necessar'y to strengthen the 
lines, and raise additional intrenchments and works 
on that side of the town which fronts the moun- 
tains. Thus a most severe and unusual burthen 
was imposed on the soldiers. They were com- 
pelled, with but little intermission, to dig tiie 
ground in the day, and to perform military duty 
in the night; exposed, in the one case, to the 

if 

^ The harbour of Les Cayes was guarded by two small 
forts, each of which was furnished with only six pieces of can- 
non, and a smaller battery, which mounted only live pieces. 

The number of white inhabitants belonging to the town were 
computed at eight hundred 3 but the people of colour had taken 
possession of it in the latter end of 170% and Andrew Rigaud, 
a Mulatto, was made commander in chief and governor-general 
of the south side of the French part of St Domingo. IJis 
power was absolute, and bis brother^ of the same cast, was ap- 
pointed next in command. These oxen were invested with tins 
authority by the two commissioners, Folverel and fcanthonax. 
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ell'll’ burning rays of the sun; in the other, to the noxi- 

XJ o ^ 

<jus dews and heavy rains of the climate. Such 
extraordinary and excessive labour imposed on 
men, most of whom had been actually conlined six 
months on ship- board ivithout fresh piovisions oi 
exercise, co-operating with tiie malignancy of the 
air, jjroduced its natural consequences. They 
djopt like the leaves in autumn, until at length 
the garrison became so diminished and enfeebled, 
that dellciencies of the guards were oftentimes, 
made up from convalescents, who were scarcely 
able to stand under their arms.* 

It is true, that a reinforcement came from the 
^Tindward Islands, soon after the surrender of the 
town ; — but, by a mournful fatality, this apparent 
augmentation of the strength of the garrison, con- 
tributed m an eminent degree to the rapid increase 
and aggravation of its miseries. On the 8th of 
June, eight flank companies belonging to the 22d, 
2dd, 35 ih, and 41st regiments, arrived at Port au 
Prince, under the command of Lieutcuaul-Colo- 
nel Lenox. They consisted, on their embarkation, 
of about seventy men each, but the aggregate 
number, when landed, was not quite three hun- 
dred. The four grenadic • ‘'companies, in parti- 
cular, weic nearly annihilated. The frigate in 
w'hich they.- were conveyed, became a hou.sc of pes~ 
t Hence. Upwards of .one ,liundred of their num- 
ber were buried in the deep, in Uie short passage 

* It was fortunate for the British army, that the French 
tro^^’sutTered by sickness almost as much as our own : Port 
au iSince would otherwise have been but b short time in our 
possession. 
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between Guatlaloupe and Jamaica, and one liun- ciiap. 
dred and lifty more were left in a dying state at 
l*ort r{o\id. 'I'he wretched reiuuins of the wliole 
detachment discovered, on tlieir landing at Poit au 
Prince, that they came — not to paiticipate in the 
glories of conquest, but— to perish themselves 
within the walls of a hospital ! So rapid was the 
mortality in the British army, after their arrival, 
that no less than forty officers and upwards of six 
hundred rank and file met an untimely death, with- 
out a contest with any other enemy than sickness, 
in tlie short space of two months after the sur- 
render of the tow n ! , 

General Whyte, his health much impaired, 
and hopeless, it may be presumed, of further tri- 
umphs with an army thus reduced and debilitated, 
now solicited and obtained permission to return 
to Europe. He was succeeded in the chief com- 
mand by Brigadier-General Horneck, who arriv- 
ed from Jamaica about the middle of September; 
and if the requisite qualifications for such a sta- 
tion-^firmness without arrogance, and conciliat- 
ing manners without w’eakness, could always en- 
sure success to- the possessor, General Horncck 
would have brought good fortune with him. But 
the difficulties which the former commander would 
have had to encounter, had he remained in his 
station, devolved with aggravated weight on his 
successor. The only reinforcement Avhich fol- 
lowed General Homeck, consisted of fifty men 
from Jamaica. Whatever troops were promised 
or expected from Britain, none arrived, 

until the expiration of seven months after Gcnend 
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Ilorneck bad taken the command. Instead there- 
fore of attem[)ting new achievements, he was com- 
pelled, by irresistible necessity, to act chiefly on 
the defensive. The rebel Mulattocs, under Ili- 
gfud, even became masters of Leogane, and satiat- 
ed theii vengeance by putting to death all such 
of the French planters, our allies, as unfortunately 
fell into their power. 

On the other hand, the judicious exertions and 
rapid success of Lieutenant- Colonel Brisbane on 
the plain of Artibonite, had been foi some time 
the subject of much applause, and had given birth 
to great expectation. The French inhabitants of 
the town and neighbourhood of St. Marc, had 
been all along more heartily disposed to co-ope- 
rate with the English, than any of their country- 
men. Colonel Brisbane had not above fourscore 
British under his command. The rest of his little 
army was composed of the remains of Dillon’s re- 
giment, the* St. Marc’s legion, the militia of the 
neighbouring parishes, and a body of about three 
hundred reluctant Spaniards from Verette; the 
whole not exceeding twelve hundred men in arms. 
With this force, properly distributed, he had lout- 
ed the republican troops '\n9 rebel negroes in evtiy 
quarter; and even brought the negro chiefs to so- 
licit permission to capitulate. Eight or ten thou- 
sand of these deluded wjfctches had actually sub- 
initted unconditionally, and many returned, of 
th|eir own accord, tp the plantations of their mas- 
ers. But these promising appearances were of 
short continuance. While Colonel Biisbane was 
following up his successes in a .distant part of 
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Artibonite, the men of colour in the town of 
St. Marc, finding the town itself without troops, 
had violatc<l their promises of neutrality, and on 
the*6tb of Sc[)teinber, taken up arms on the part 
of the republic ; putting to death every man that 
fell in their vAay, whom they considered as an ene- 
my tt) the French commissioners.-^The garrison, 
consisting of about forty British convalescents, 
threw themselves into a small fort^ on the sea- 
.shoie, which they gallantly defended for two days, 
when a fngate came to 'their telief from the Mole 
of Cape St. Nicholas, and took them off'. — ^Thc 
tuumph of the Muiattoes, however, was transient. 
Colonel Bi|sbane returning in force, attacked -them 
on the side of the land, and recovered the town ; 
making upwards of three hundred of the insur- 
gents prisoners, and driving the rest over the 
Artibouite live"; but. the .i^vaotages which be 
had obtained on the plain’wlere lost.in the interim. 
The negro chiefi no longer oflrered to capitulate, 
but appeared in gr«^f force than ever. Being 
joined by the fugitive Mulattoes, they soon re- 
passed the river ; ^'-and having procured in the 
mean time plenty of sufms and ammuuition, they 
threatened so formidable an attack on the town of 
St. Marc, early in October, as to excite the most 
serious apprehensions for its safety, t ' ‘ 

Such the situation of a^irs, in the west- 
ern parts of St DomihgOj abwt the' period of 
General Horneck’s arrivadc' The'I northern pro- 
vince (the Mole l^jcholas and the town of 
Fort DaupbiU ekoepyd) was entirely in possession 
of the rebel negroes;, end unhappily, in all other 
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rH\p. parts of the colony, the w(oknebS of the Brilisli 
was so apparent, as not only to invite altackb from 
the enemy, but also to encourage revolt and con* 
spiracy in the posts in our possession.* Ri- 
gaud, uho commanded in the sonih, now deter- 
mincil to make a bold effort for the recovery of 
Fort Bizoiton. The fort was attacked early in 
the morning of the 5tlt of Decemi^er by three co- 
lumns of the enemy, amounting in the whole to 
about two iliousand men; hut they were defeated 
with great slaughter on their part, and with little 
loss on ours- ‘ Captain Grant, however, and both 
his lieutenants, Clunes and Hamilton, were se- 
verely wounded early in the attack; yet they 
continued their efforts, and nobly succeeded ; and 
General Williamson bore testimony to their good 
conduct and valour- 

Baffled in this attack, Rigaud resolved to 
make another, and a more formidable attempt, for 
the recovery of Tiburon. His intentions were 
known, and his project might have been defeated, 
if any one^ English sliip of war could have been 

* Colonel Brisbane had scarcely driven the Mulattoe'? from 
^t.Marc, aqd restored order and tranqulHlty in the town, be* 
fore a dark CO ns pi 5 _acy wa$ agitated among some of the i lench 
inhabitants^ untler the protection^ to cut him off; but it 

was happily discovered and defeated before it broke out into ac- 
tion. This happened the beginning of January, 179^r ^ 

still more daring and dangerous plot was carried on. aiuonth 
alttsrwards, in Port mi Prince, to^eize on thegfirri‘'on, and put 
all the thiglish to death. This Conspiracy also was fortwnately 
discover f'd, and t ' enty of the conspirsttors being bro »ght to 
trial betore a council of war, ci^mposed of the prttuipal com- 
manders by sea and land (among whom were five French field 
officers) they were all adjudged to suffer death, and fifteen of 
them >lere Otcordingly shdt on ibc 18th of February. 
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spared to watch his motions off the harbour of < hai’. 
Les Cayes, where Rigaud commanded, and from 
whence he conveyed his artillery, ammunition, 
and provisions. He proceeded, however, without, 
interruption, in his preparations for the attack ; 
and his armament sailed from Les Cayes on the 
23d of December. His naval force consisted of 
one brig of sixteen guns, and three schooners of 
fourteen guns each; and he had collected a body 
of three thousand men, of all colours and de- 
scriptions, eight hundred of which were troops of 
the line. The attack commenced on Christmas- 
day. The harbour was defended with infinite 
spirit, by the sloop King Gray, until a red-hot shot 
from the enemy took her magazine, and caused her 
to blow up. The garrisoo, consisting of only 
four hundred and fifty men, made a vigorous de- 
fence for four d.<ys, when, haying lost upwards of 
three hundred of their number, and finding the 
post no longer tenable, the- survivors with unex- 
ampled bravery, fought their way for five miles 
through the enemy, and go't'safe to Iroi#. On 
this occasion, the British acknowledged themselves 
much indebted to the gallantry and good conduct 
of Monsieur de Sevr^, commandant of the French - 
troops. M. du PJessis, the Lieutenant-Colonel, 
and two other officers of the south le^on were 
killed in the fort*- The'loss of du Plessis was greatly 
felt and lamented. Lieutenant Baskcrville was 
the only British officef who, by some unfortunate 
circumstance, was unable to join his companions 
in their retreat'; ' and this high-spirited ^oung 
man, with a resolution which, though a Christian 

N 2 
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inu5t condemn il, a Roman would }..no approved, 
to flelVat the triumph of hio savage enemy, who 
would probably lidve made him suft'er a shanu'ful 
death, put a period to his own existence os Higaiid 
filtered the foit. 

With this disastrous occuiience terminated the 
year J751,* and here I shall close my account 
of tlic military transactions of the British aiiny in 
St. Domingo; for, although hostilities are still 
continued in this ill-fated country, it is, I think, 
sufliciently apparent, that all hopes and cxficcta- 
lions of ultimate .success are vanished lor ever ! 
The bisU'rian who shall lecount the events of 17.95, 
will have to lament the mournful and untimely 
deaths of many brave and excellent young men who 
perished in this fruitless contest. Among the fore- 
most of these was Lieutenant-Colonel I'hornas 
Jirisbane, of whom honourable notice is taken 
in the foregoing pages, and whose gallantry and 
good conduct were not more the subject of uni- 
versal admiration, than his untimely- fate of uni- 
versal fegret. He w'as killed on a reconnoitring 
party in February. By bis death, his country 
was deprived, at a most critical juncture, of an 
able, indeftrtigable, and ir..clligent officer, who had 
gained the affections of most of the variorisdc.scrip- 
tionS of people under his command by his kind- 
. ness, and the conhdfince *of all by his couragc.f 

V 

* Major-General Williatndon, the latter end of the year, 
was appointed Governor- General of St. Homingo. lie arrived 
ai Port an Prince in IVIay, 1795. 

t He was a captain in the 49th regiment^ and lieutenant- 
colonel of the colonial corps called the bt, Marc’s JLcgion. 



ST. DOMIN(X). 


The same fate, a month afterwards, awaited Lieu- cn \f 
tenant- Colonel Markham, who perished in attack- -.w' 
, ing an out-post of the enemy’s lorces nhicU were, 
at that time, laying siege to Fort Bizotton. He fell 
as the detachment w'as rapidly advancing to the 
charge. His survivor in command (the Jlon. Cap- 
tain Colville) proceeded however with ecjual aniiiia- 
tion : the out-post was carried ; the coloui’s of tin- 
enemy, and five pieces of their cannon, were taken, 
and some hundreds of their numbers slain on the 
spot ; but the victory was dearly obtained by the 
loss of so enterprizing and accomplished a lea<ler. 

Yet it affords .some consolation to reflect, that these 
brave young men, though cut off in the bloom of 
life, fell in the field of glory, nobly exerting them- 
selves in the cause of their country, and dying 
amidst the blessings and applauses of their compa- 
triots. Alas, how many of their youthful associ- 
ate.s, in this unhappy war, might have envied them 
so glorious an exit! What numbers have perishci! 

— not in the field of honour — but on the bed ot 
sickness! — not amid.4 the shouts of victory — but 
the groans of despair ! —condemned to linger in tin- 
horrors of pestilence ; to fall without a conflict, and 
to die withput renown !*♦ 


* The disease of which so many gallant men have perished 
is commonly known by the name of the yellow fever, 'j'wo 
writers of great ability (Dr. Rush of Phila(lel))hia, and Dr. Hen- 
jainin Moseley of Pall Mall, London) have treated fully of this 
dreadful calamity. The picture which the latter has given of 
an unhappy patient of his in the West Indies, a young officer 
of great merit, in the last stage of this disea.se, after four day-- 
illness, is drawn by the hand of a master. “ I tarriveil .it flu- 
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These reflection^-, and the observations which 
I have made in the preceding pages, on the insuf- 
ficiency of the means to the objects in view, are 
not written in the spirit of accusation against men 
in authority; nor (if I know myself) is there any 
bias of party zeal on my judgment. I am far from 
asserting that the situation and resources of Great 
Britain were such as to afford a greater body of 
troops for service in St. Domingo, at the proper 
moment, than the number that was actually sent 
thither. I picsume not to intrude into the na- 
tional councils, and am well-apprized that exist- 
ing alliances and pre-engagements of the state, 
were objects of important consideration to his 
Riajesty’s ministers. Neither can I affirm, that 

lodgings of this much esteemed young man (says the doctor) 
about four hours before his death. When I entered the room, 
he was vomiting a black muddy cruotr^ and was bleeding at 
the nose. A bloody ichor was oozing from the corners of 
his e^es^ and from his mouth and gums. His face was be-> 
smeared with blood, and, with thedulness of his eyes, it pre- 
sented a most distressing contract to his natural visage. His 
abdomen was swelled, and inflated prodigiously. His body 
was all over of a deep yellow, interspersed with livid spots 
His hands and feet tvereof a livid hue. Every^part of him 
was cold excepting about his h^art. He had a deep strong 
hiccup, but^neither delirium nor coma > and was^ at iny first 
seeing him, as I thought, in his perfect senses. He looked at 
the changed appearance of his skin, and expressed, though he 
could not speak; by his sad coonteiiaace, that he knew life 
was soon to yield up her citadel, noiv abandoning the rest of 
his body. Exhausted with vomiting, he at last was suffo- 
cated with the blood he was eudeavoui'lng to bring up, and 
expired.” 

Moseley on Tropical Diseases, ddt ediU'p^ 440. 
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the' delays and obstructions, whiclr prevented the 
arrival at the sc6ne of actidu of some of the de- 
tachments, until the return of the sickly seasoa, 
were nnavoulable. A thousand accidents and ca- 
sualties continually subvert and overthrow the best- 
laid schemes of human contrivance. We have seen 
considerable fleets detained by adverse winds, in ti.e 
ports of Gieat Britain, for many successive months, 
and powerful armaments have been driven back by 
storms and tempests, after many uuavailinf» at- 
tempts to reach the place of their destination. Thu'^ 
much I owe to candour ; but, at the same time, I 
owe it also to truth, to avow my opinion, that in 
case no greater force could have been, spared for 
the enterprize against St. Domingo, the entcrpn?e 
itself ought not to have been undertaken. The ob- 
ject of the British ministers was avowedly to obtain 
possession of the whole of the French part of the 
country. That they placed great dependance on 
the co-operation of the French inhabitants, and 
were grossly deceived in this expectation, 1 believe 
and admit ; but they ought surely to have foreseen, 
that a very formidable opposition was to be ex- 
pected from the partizans and troops of the repub- 
lican goveipment; and they ought also to have 
known, that no considerable bpdy of the French 
planters could be expected to risk their lives and 
fortunes in the common cause, but in full confidence 
of protection and support. In my own judgment, 
all the force which Great Britain could have sent 
thither, would not have been sufficitnt for the 
complete subjugation of the colony. It is asserted 
by coiifpetent judges, that no |i|ss than six tho'i«aad 
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men were necessary for the secure maintenance of 
Port au Prince alone ; yet I do not believe that the 
number of British, in all parts of St. Dominpt), at 
any one period previous to the inont^ ot Ajrril, 1795, 
exceeded tv\o ihoiisaud l«o iiiuidred, of whom, ex- 
cept at the capture oi Port au Prince, not one half 
were tit for active service; and during the hot and 
^ srckly months of August, September, and October, 
not one third.* 

Perhaps the most fatal oversight in the conduct 
of the whole expedition, was the strarrge and un- 
accountable neglect of not securing the little port 
or Jacniel on the south side of the Island, previous 
to the attack of Port au Prince. With that post 
on the one side of the peninsula, and the post of 
Acul in our possession on the other, all communi- 
cation between the southern and the two othet 

* The following returns are authentic : 


Return of the provincial troops in the service of the British 
government at St. Domingo^ 31st Decemlier, 1T94. 


Banls and file iit for duty. 

Sick. 


Tutal. 

At Port au Prince 

- 

496 - - 

48 

- 

- 544 

Mole at St. Nicholas 

- 

209 - - 

38 

- 

- ^47 

St. Marc 

- 

813 « - 

«• 

3^1 

- 

- 3134 

0 


*1518 

407 


1925 

Return of the British forces in the i&lantl of St. Domingo. 

31st December, 1794. 




Rank fnd filS^cffecdve* 

Sick. 


Total. 

Port aU Prince • ' 

- 

S66 - - 

4652 

- 

- 828 

Mole St. Nicholas 

- 

309 - - 

166 

- 

. 375 

Jeremie - - - 


95 - - 

59 

- 

- 154 

Tiburon 

- 

34 - - 

18 

- 

52 

St. Marc 

* 

48 ' - - 

33 

- 

- 81 

A 

-1 


752 

738 


1490 
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provinces would have been cut oft'; the naviga- ciiAi*. 
tion from the Windward Islands to Jamaica 
w'ould have been made secute, while the pob‘.e8- 
sion ol the two Capes vvhtch form, the entrance 
into the Bisjht of Leogaiie (St. Nicholas a,nd Ti- 
biiron) would have protected the homeward trade 
in its com sc tlirough the Windward Passage. 

All this might have been accomplished ; and I 
think it is all that, in sound policy, ought to have"* 
been attempted. As to ^ort au Prince, it would 
have been fortunate if the works had been de- 
stroyed, and the town evacuated immediately after 
Its surrender. 

Tlie retention by the enemy of Jacmel and 
Les Cayes, not only enabled them to procure 
reinforcements and supplies,, but also most 
amply to revenge our attempts on tlieir coasts, by 
reprisals on our trade. It is known, that upwards 
of thirty privateers, some of them of considerable 
force, have been fitted out from those ports, whose 
rapacity and vigilance scarce’ ft vessel bound from 
the Windward Islands to Janiaica could escape. 

The prizes which they made, m a few short 
months, abundantly compensated for the loss of 
their ships at Port au Prince.* 

\ 

* The following: ia a list of veas^la bound to Jamaica^ 
which were taken and carried into Les Cayes^ between June 
1794 and June 1795, most of them laden with dry goods, pro- 
visions, and plantation stores, and many of them of great value. 

From 

The Edward, Wm. Marshall, 13th June 1794, Bristol, 

Fame, Robt. Hall, July - ^ L and Cork. 

Bejtlona, Thos. White, - - I ^iverpoo* 

Hope, »Wm. Swan. 
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After all, though I have asserted nothing 
' which I do not believe to be true, I will honestly 
admits that many important facts and circum- 
stances, unknown to me, very probably existed, an 
acquaintance with vvhich is indispensably neces- 
sary to enable any man to form a correct judg- 
ment of the measures which were pursued on this 
occasion. To a writer, sitting witii (omposure in 
his closet, with a partial display of facts before 
him, it is no difficult tis^k to point oUt faults and 
mistakes in the conduct of public affairs; and 
even where mistakes are discovered, the wisdom 
of after-knowledge is very cheaply acquired. It 
is the lot of our nature, that the best-concerted 

From 

ThcMolly, Peter Mawdslcy, SihMar. 1795, Africa, SOOnegroes. 

Hodge, Geo. Brown, I9th Ditto, - Liverpool. 

William, Tho 3 . Ccdloine, 20th Ditto. 

Bell, Archd, Weir, Ditto, - - Greenock. 

Bustler,^ — Sewell, - * a transport. 

Druid,*— -^Wilson, I4th March, - Leith. 

Martha, Wm. Retd^ 5 1st March, - London. 

Alexander, Benjn. Moor, 17th April, ^ Glasgow. 

Lovely Peggy, Peter Murphy. 

^ Swallow, Lachlan Vass, lOt^^May. 

Dunmore^ Stepjien Conuuci^ 26th May, London. 

Maria,*— — —Wilkinson, ^ - Ditto. 

Minerva, — ^—Robertson, 4th June, Africa, 4 50 negroes. 

General Mathfew, Thos, Douglas, 8fch Ditto, London. 

A schooner, nameforgo^, A^am Walker, 22d Do.Gla.sgov/. 

Hope,— Hambleton, 22d Ditto, - Ditto. 

Caledonia, — ^Hunter^ 25thBitto, LeitU^li^t frpm London. 

Molly, Simpson, 27th Ditto, ‘Glasgow. 

Resolution,— — Taunton, 29th Ditto, - Hull. 

> r 

And sereral veseteU beldaging to n^mea forgot. 
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plans of human policy are subject to errors chap. 
which the meanest observer will sometimes de- 
tect. “ The hand (says an eminent writer") that 
“ cannot build a hovel, may deniolisli a pu- 
“ lace.” 

But a new scene now opens for contemplation 
and reflection, arising from intelligence received 
since I began my work, that the Spanish govern- 
ment has formally ceded to the Republic of 
Fiance the whole of this great and noble island 
in perpetual sovereignty ! So extraordinary a 
circumstance will doubtless give birth to much 
speculation and inquiry, as well concerning the 
value and extent of the territory ceded, as the 
present disposition and general character of the 
Spanish inhabitants. Will they relish this transfer 
of their allegiance from a monarchical to a repub- 
lican government, made, as it confessedly is, with- 
out their previous con.sent or knowledge : or may 
reasonable expectations be encouraged, that they 
will now cordially co-operate with the English, in 
reducing the country to the British dominion? 

Will such assistance effect the re-establishment of 
subordination and good government among the 
vast body of revolted negroes? These are deep 
questions, the investigation of which will lead to 
inquiries of still greater magnitude ; for, whether 
we consider the possession, by an active and in- 
dustrious people, of so vast a field for enterprise 
and improvement on the one hand, or the triumph 
of successful revolt and savage anarchy on the 
other, it appears to me that the future fate and 
profitable existence of the Biitish territories in 
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CHAi', this part of the world, arc involved in the issue. 
, thesejuiand various collateral subjects, I re- 

gret that 1 do not possess the means of giving 
much satisfaction to the reader. Such informa- 
tion, however, as I have collected on some of the 
preceding inquiries, and sucl) reflection? as occur to 
me on others, will be found in the ensuing chapter, 
w liii'h concludes my work. 
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CHAP. XII. 

• 

Indent Htnie of the SjumiUi Cohny — The Tmcn 
of St. Domingo estahlibhed by Bartholonuw Co- 
lumbus in ]4<)8 . — Pillaged by Drake in 
Conjectures and Reflecthm concerning its present 
Condition, and tin State of Aorieultiire in the in- 
ti nor Country. — Numbers ami Character of the 
prisent Inhabitants. — Their Animosity timards the 
Frinch Planters, and Jeabusy of the English . — 
Conjiclures concerning the future Situation of the 
whole Island; and some concluding R^ections. 

Tnr: Spanish colony in Hispaniola (the name St. ciivi^ 
Domingo being properly applicable to the clhef 
city only) M'as the earliest establishoient made by 
the nations ol Euiope in the New World; and 
unhappily, it is too notorious to be denied, that it 
was an establishment founded in rapacity and ce- 
mented with human blood! Tlie sole object of 
the first Spanish adventorers was to ransack the 
bowels of the earth for .silver and gold ; in which 
frantic pursuit, they murdered at least a million 
of the peaceful and inoflensive natives ! As the 
mines became exliausted, a few of th§ more in- 
dustrious of the Spaniards entered on the cultiva- 
tion of cacao, ginger, and sugar ; but the poverty 
of the greater part of the inhabitants, and the 
discovery of new mines in Mexico, occasioned & 
prodigious emigration the experience of past 
disajipointmcnts not pioving sufficiently powerful 
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CHAP to cure the rage for acquiring wealth by a shorter 
course than that of patient industry. In less than 
a century, therefore, Hispaniola was nearly desert- 
ed, and nothing preserved it as a colony, but the 
establishment of archiepiscopal government in its 
chief city, St. Domingo; and its being tor many 
years the seat of civil and criminal jurisdiction, in 
cases of appeal, from all the territories of Spain in 
this part of the world.* 

The settlement of the French in the western 
part of the island, of the origin of which I have 
already given an account, though the primary 
cause of hereditary and irrecoucileable enmity be- 
tw'een the two colonies was, however, productive 
of good even to the Spaniards themsjslves. As the 
French settlers increased in number, and their 
plantations <»ecanie enlarged, they wanted oxen 
for their markets, and horses for their mills*. 
These theh* neighbours were able to supply with- 
out much exertion of labour ; and thus an inter- 
course was created, which has continued to the 
present day ; the Spaniards receiving, through 
the French, the manufactures of Euiope, in ex- 
change for cattle. The example too, before their 
eyes, of successful irtdi’stf^ and growing pro.spcrity, 
was not wholly without its efFe,ct. The cultiva- 
tion of su^r, which had diminished near^ to 
-nothing, was revived^ it> different parts of the 
Spanish territory, and plaotations were established 
of cacao, indigo, ginger, and tobacco. The quan- 

* The adminisUation of justice throughout Spanish Ame- 
, rica is at present divided into tvirelve courts of audience, one 
onljr of which is at St. Domingo. 



ST. DOMINCU). 


191 


tity of sH^av f \portf’(i in the beginning o;' the pre- 
sent ccntuiy, is said to have amounted yeaily to 
15,000 chests, each of 7 cwt. 

The country itself bejng evidently more moun- 
tainous in the central anti eastern than in the 
western parts, it is probable that the Spanish ter- 
ritory is, on the whole, naturally less fertile than 
that of the French ; but much the greater portion 
of tl'.e island remained, until the late treaty, under 
the Spanish dominion ; and of that, by far the 
major part continues at this hour an unproduc- 
tive wikk-iness. On the northern coast, the line 
of divisios began at the river Massacre, and, 
crossing the country somewhat irregularly, termi- 
nated on the southern side, at a small bay called 
Les Alices i\ Pitre; leaving nearly two-thlnls of 
the whole island in the possession of Spain Pro- 
ceeding eastward along fhe shore from the boun- 
dary on tlie. north, the finst place of note is Monte 
Chiisti, a town which formerly grew to impoit- 
ance by contraband traffic with North America, 
but is now reduced to a miserable village, the 
abode of a few iishernien ; and the sui rounding 
country exhibits a melancholy prospect of neglect 
and sterility. The rivei St. Jago runs into the 
sea at this place ; on the banks of which, at some 
ilistance inland, are grazing farms of consider- 
able extent. Fronn the mouth of thi.s river, foi 
the space of fifteen leagues,’ to Punta Isabella (the 
site of the first settlement established by Christo- 
pher Columbus) the soil, though capable of im- 
provement, exhibits no sign of cultivation. From 
Isabella to old Cape Fran^fois (with the exception 
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rHvp. of Pugrto de Plata) the coast seems entirely de- 
serted ; aw, after passing the hay of Spmaaa, does 
a much better prospect oi^, until cod'^tlng round 
the eastern extremity, tlieach a vast extent of 
level country called i.!o8 Llanps,,or the Plains ; at 
the He''t end of which, on tlie banks of the river 
Oeanja, staptjs^^lipjipietropolw. 

This city, whi(^.was long the most considerable 
in the new world, waS founded by jBartholomew 
Coluiulnis, in j'ear 1498, and named, after a 
saint of gi eat Renown in tli(>W| days, St. Dominic. 
There is preserved in Spanish historian, 

who resided beie abput: tlf^lf^glts i^ter U^hrsbes- 
tablishment, an account oftts |t|ite and populsytion 
at that period, trhfch hebg autbeh 

curious, t shall present to th9*/^der,at li^ngth./ 

“ But nqwe ^f#y8 the tO ^(jeake , 

“ what of 

** islande, wbicbe is tbd‘i’citie 6t Sm jDomenicof^ Jl^^ 
“ saye, that as touchyoge the ht^ildyngcs, there is 
“ no^ citih in Shaihe, s6 indcH f^r so-muche (no 
not Bdrsdlon^^i whiche I haviavoftentymes scene) 

“ that is to bee preferred ^before thjs , generallydi* 
“ Por the houses of San 'Domentco ace for the 


“ moste parte of stpni^ aa^are tjtey of BarsaJdna. 

“ The siti|ation*>itii, m&he'^tter tha that of 
“ mloiufi , by c^son tha| streates are m^h 
"lafg^/.and <p^yc^, c^parysoP' 

“ nioret^#rec^‘ and furthi , Foir.beinge 

“ buyldMnoiyeip typi^^sydp ^^oommoditie 
‘^the place qf th|;- streatei were 

^$0 directed vid^ ‘^$^4 edmps^.'^d measure ■, 
wcfcintt exed^ al the citietr senj^. . 



191 


^ ST. 1>Q]WIN(30. 

“ It liath the bua so uetd, that ol one bjde theie is ciive 
“ no in5fo spate betweii the Sit». and the ciiie, 

“'<b»n the w allies. On the other pjErte, haid l>y 
the syde and at the foote of the houses, passeih 
“ ’the ry ver Ozama, whiche is a mai veylous porte , 

“ wherein laden shyppes ryse very line to the 
“ lande, and in manner under the hou'e wyn- 
“ dowes. In the myddest of the eitie is the for 
tresse and castle ; the port or hajre^ is so 
“ fay re and commodious to or unlade 

“ shyppes, as the lyke,^fo4»ld^^i!ef|^ fewc plans 
“ of the w ofli^, that are in this 

‘‘'eitilrtlSiSf atibut syxb nundietli in numiier, and 
“ such houses as I have spoken of hdore; of the 
“ which sum aie so fayre and laige that they 
niaye well reccave and lodge any loiile oi noble 
“ manne of Spayne, with his trayne and tunilic, 
and espicially that which Don Du go VoLn, 

“ viceroy undei your niajestie, bath in tins citie, 
is suehe that I knowc no man in Spuync thal 
“ hath the lyke, by a f|uaiter, in goodnesse, con- 
"‘^yderynge all the fommoditids of tht same. 

Twikcwysc ihe situation thereof as heingc abo\c 
“ the sayde porte. and altogythcr of stone, and 
“ havynge ii^any faiie and large ibomes, with as 
“ ^odly a piospecl of the lande and sea as may 
“ 1:^ devysed, seemeth unto me so niagnifical and 
“ princely ke, that yout; ^iijestie may bee as well 
“ lodged theiem as' jn ■ahy of the raoste exquisite 
“ builded houses of 'Spayne. There is also a ca- 
‘^^qdrall chuichc buyided of late, w hcie, us 
“ t6^^|i^'‘’hQp accotdyng to his ^ygniUc, as a^o 
the csbK>nes. are wcl indued. This, clmich is 
VOL. III. 
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CFfM’ well buylcieci ot btone and lymo, and of good 
woi)veinan‘^hyj)pc.^ Thac arc futthci more 
tiircr monasicrii b l»caryng the naiiK s of Sayiat 
'' Dominike, Saynt jManccs, and Saynt Mary of 
; lh(' ^viiiche are, wel. bu^ldcd, al- 
tliough not so curioublye as tlay of Spayrie. 
'riieio IS cilbO a very good hobpitall foi tiie aydc 
“ and succour of poie people, whi'^lie uas foiind- 
‘‘ rd by Michaell l^assainont, thicasuicr to your 
majestic. 'Fo conclude, this citie fro day to day 
‘‘ increascth in welth and good order, as for 
‘‘ that the sayjde adniyrall and viceioy, v\iih the 
lorde chaunccloure and counsayle appoyiitcd 
thrie by your majestie, have theyr continuall 
ab)dynage here, as also that the rychest men pf 
the ilandc resort hytlier, for thyre nioste com- 
modioub habitation and trade of such merchaun- 
die- as are eyther brought owt of Spayne, or 
sent thither from this iland, which nowe so 
“ abuudeth in many Ihynges, that it serveth 
Spayne with many coininudities, as it uere with 
usuiy reqiiilyng biicli benefites as it lyrst re- 
ccaved from tlicusc/’t 

It is piobablc that St. Domingo had now at- 
tained the sinnuiit of ilr pfospeiity. Alioiit sixty 
years afterwards (1st January, IfiHb) it wa^ at- 
tadked by Sir Francis Drake; a narrative of whose 

♦ To. this cathedral were convened, from the ( arfhu^ian 
Monastery in .Seville^ the remains ot Christopher Columbus, 
who expired at Valladolid on the 20th of May, 1506. Jt was 
his dying request lhat hia body should be interred in St. 
Domingo. 

t From a iransltition by Richard Eden, printed, London 
1565, in blackJetter. 
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cxpccliiion, by an oye-witaaes, prc'^eived iu ILik- CJur. 
lu) {\ (. ollection ; horn ula'ch it appears, lhai it uas, 
even then, a city of gieat extent and magnifies ncc ; 
and it is shocking to relate, that, after a inoruIi\ pos- 
session, Drake thought himself aiithori/ed, bj die 
laws of VI ar, to destroy it by fire. \Vc spe nt the 
early part of the mornings (says the histoiianofthc 
voyage) in fireing the outmost houses; but they 
being built very iiiagnifiecnlW of stone, widi high 
lofles, gave us no siiidll travcll to ruin the n). And 
'ill)eit, for divers dayes together, ^\e ordeined cell 
tiioming by day-break, until the heat began at nine 
of the clocke, that two hundred mariner^ did nought 
els but labour to fire and burn the said houses, 
whilst the souldiers in a like proportion, stood forth 
for their guard ; yet did we not, or could not, in this 
time, coD^uwv so much as one third pait of tile 
townc ; and so in tlic end, wearied with firing, we 
were conleniv'd to accept of five and twenty thou- 
sand ducats, of five shillings and sixpence the peece, 
for the ransome of the lest of the towne.”"*^ 

* I’he following anecilote, related hy the ‘-.ime autfjor, is 
too stnkiiiL;’ to he overlooked, I shall quote his own wouU : 

During Ihe stay of the I^n^libh army in t)u eity, it ehaiiced 
that the general sent on a message to the S^^ani^h governor, a 
negro lioy with a flag of vrhito, signifying truce, as is the 
h [lanyard sonlinarie manner to do there, when they approach 
to speak to uf} j which boy unhappily was first met withal! 
by some of those who had been belonging as officers for the 
king in the 8panish galley, which, with the towtie, was 
lately fallen into our hands, who, without all order or reason, 
and contrary to that good usatre wherewith wee had iiitcr- 
tained their messengers, furioiialy strooke the poor hoy thorow 
the body, with which wround tlie boy returned to the gene- 
ral, and, after he had declared the manner of this wrong I nil 
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(’inp. Of tlie present con4itiou of tins ancient city, 
the number of its inbabitants, and the commerce 
nliich they support, I can obtain no ara-ouiit on 
which I can depenfl. 'fhat it hath been long in 
its dedme I have no doubt; but that it is wliolly 
depopulated and m luins, as Raynal asseits, 1 do 
not believe. The cathedral and ollnr [inblic 
buildings are still in being, and were lately the 
lesidence of a considerable bodj' of dcigy and 
lawyers. The city continued also, while under 
the Spanish govennnent, the diocese ol <in arch- 
bishop, to whom, it is said, the bishops ot St. Jago 
in (luba, \Tnezuela in New Spain, and St. John’s 
in Torto liico, weie suffragans. Tht'fc circum- 
stances have hitherto saved St. Domingo from en- 
liic decay, and may possibly continue to save it. 
M'ith this very defective information the leader 
must be content. As little seems to be known 
conceining tlie state of agriculture in the Spanish 

crueltie, died forthwith in his pit sente, wheiewith the ge- 
neral! being greatly pa-ssion’tl, coniniaridtd — the provost 
niartiall to cause a couple of friers, then pnsoiitis, to be car- 
ried to the same plate where the bo> was stroken, and there 
presently to be banned, dispatching, at the b.unu lustant, 
another poor jirisoner, with ^he reason wherefore tliis execu- 
tion waS iloiie, ancl with this turther message, that untilltbe 
party who had thus murdered the general’a messen;'er,,were 
delivered into our hands to receive condigne jiunisbment^ 
there should no da> passe wherein there should not two 
prisoners be hanged, until they were all consumed which 
were in our hands Whereupon the day following, hee that 
had been captaine of the king’s galley, brought the offender 
to the towne’s end, offering to deliver him into our'^aUds^ 
but it was thought to be more honOhf^ahU^ reveng^,ilp 
them thcie, in our sight, to perforin the exec uiuHl 
selves, Yirhich was done accord^ngly^v>,^ 
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pobacs&ions in this island, as of theit capital and 
commerce. A few planters are said t(; cultivate 
cacao, tobacco, and sugar, foi their oun c\p(‘n(h 
ture ; and poihaps some ^mall quantities of each 
are still e\j)oilcd for consumption in hpain. I'lic 
chief ai tick of exportation, however, conlimies to 
be, what it always lias been since tlie mines were 
abundoiKMl, t/ze hidt\s of horned cattle: which luU’c 
multiplied to such a degree, Unit the propuetor-^ 
arc said to reckon •them by thousands; and vast 
numbers (as I believe I ha\e elsewhere observed) 
aie annually slaughtered solely for the skins."*^ 

It seems therefore extremely probable, lliat th(‘ 
cultivation of tlic earth is almost entiu'ly neglected 
throughout tlie whole of the Spanisli dominion in 
this island ; and that some ot tlie finest tracts of 
land in the world, once the paradise of a sinqdc 
and innocent jjcojile, are now fibundoncd to tlie 
beasts of the held, and the. vultures whicli hover 
round them.| 

Of this description, probably, is the country 
already mentioned, caded Los IJanos, v\hich 
stretches eastward fiom the capital u[)uaids of 
fourscoie British miles in Icngtii, by twenty or 
twenty-five in width; and which, abounding in 
rivers ihrougliout, may be supposed adapted for 

^ It ib sanJ that a (’qinpany was fonaed at Har<-t'lona in 
17^7^ with ij^SKjIusive privileges^ foi tlip re-establishment of 
agriniljtVW "^Slid commerce in the Spanish part of St. Do- 
khow not witn what succebs 
\ GalhnazOg oi Xiner’can vulture, a very ravenous 
and flUhy ttird that feeds on carrion These birds abouinl in 
^£J[>Q^ingo, and devour the carcases of the cattle as boon 
are stripped off by the hunters. 
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CHAP, the growth of every Irop'cul prociuclion ; it seems 
capable also of being artificially flooded in dry 
weather. ' 

Next to Los Llanos in magnitude, but superior, 
it is believed, in native fertility, is the noble valley 
to the north’, called Vega Beal; through the 
middle of which flows the river Yuna, for the' 
space of fifty niiles, and disembogues in Samana 
bay to the east. Peihaps it were no exaggeration 
to say, that this and the formef districts arc alone 
capable of prorlucing rnoRO sugar, and other valu- 
able commodities, than all the British West Indies 
put together. 

I'hese plains, however, though in contiguity 
the largest, are not* the only .parts of the country 
on which nature has bestowed extraordinary fer- 
tility. Glades abundantly rich, easy of access, and 
obvious to cultivation, are every where found even 
in the bosom of the mountains ; while the moun- 
tains themselves contribute to fertilize the valleys 
which they encircle. 

Proceeding westward along the soiilhcrn coast, 
from the capital to the river Nieva, the country is 
said to be subject to excessive droughts; but here 
too, the benefircence of nature has provided a. re- 
medy for this inconvenience, in a thousand beau- 
tiful rivulets, which, descending from the distant 
mountains, intersect the low lands in various di- 
rections. Of this never-failing, resource, even the 
aboriginal natives, ignorant as wc suppose them 
to have been, knew how to avail themselves by 
flooding their lands therefrom in the dry season ;* 

/ * Vide vol. i. p. 10?2. 
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— and it is probable that boinc of Uio t'aihfstol the (;iiak 
bpanish scttleib followed their e\^'llplc, toi it is 
evident that many spots in this threat tract 
formerly covered with plantations both of sugii 
and indisjo; their sites being marked out by tlie 
ruins of ancient buildings, nluch could have Iieen 
erected only foi the manufacture of those articles. 

Amidst the wilderness of thickets and weeds, which 
now dofonn and encumbei the giound, au dis- 
covered many valuable growths in a state ol wild 
luMiiiauce, sucli as the cactus of several vaiieties, 
the indigo plant, — a species ol cotton of which the 
wool is reddish, and some others ; pointing out to 
the present slothful povssessors, that line of cultiva- 
tion which would turn to profitable account, even 
in spots to which water could not easily be con- 
ducted. AVith this auxiliary there is no icason to 
doubt that every production of the lro)fies might 
be raised throughout this jdistrirt, in the utmost 
plenty and perfection. 

By much the greater part of this extensive 
range, however, remains as natur< originally cre- 
ated it ; covered with woods of iinmen»e gtxjwth 
and luxuriant foliage, with very little underwood. 

The mahogany the cedar, the guaiacum, the bitter* 
nsii, the fustic, and a thousand others, here flou- 
risli, and die unmolested. In some places are vast 
groves of the latauier or thatch palm, the sight of 
which always gives pleasure to the beholder, not 
more from the singular conformation and beauty of 
the tree itself, than from the circumstance that it 
indicates, with unerring certainty, a rich and deep 
soil underneath. 



iJjM<iRjCALr hURVEV 01 


"rii(" jTHiUi ob^tiK to the re-ObtablisliiTicnt oi 
lov\ri‘!> and srttleinenls on the southejii coa^^t, ‘irises 
Troin the insuflicicney of its ports aniJ liarbours ; — 
many of the shippin;_; jdaccs beinu nothing more 
than open l)ays5 winch, in the antuimial months, lie 
('xpoM’d p) the fury of storms and huijicane*-. Tiie 
haiboni of St. Domiugo, uhicli uas formcil} nip- 
jiosed to be ronimodious and sccuie, lias become^ 
in the course of ycais, too sliallow to admit «l)ipsof 
laige burthen; — but its loss might be happily -sup- 
plied, at llie distance of tourteen leagues to the west- 
ward, in the bay of Ocoa ; a capacious inlet, com- 
piehciiding Ia^o mOi>t safe and commodious porls^ 
named Caldera and Puerto Riejo. The very advan- 
Utgeons position of tliis great bay, in the centre of 
the southern paitof the island; — in the tracks and 
almost in sight of ships bound to Jamaica and the 
Mexican (luljih ; — the safety and security which it 
offers at all seasons of the year, in the two subordi- 
nate |)orts before mentioned ; — all the‘^c air circum- 
stances of importance; and iluy will, without 
doubt, attract (he notice of the French (hneinmcnh 
wdicnever it shall hereafter attempt to form any 
considerable^ establishment in the late Spanisli part 
of this great country.* 


^ Most M* what is given in thjp above and tbe preceding 
piigc, js added since the farmer edition. The author 
derived his inforni-itn)n from a letter to the Trem h l>irco- 
tory written in 179H by certain comini^'feioners employed 
to cv.irnine the eastern part of St Domingo, and report to 
tbe Dire(tojy conoermng its agriculture and production. 
This ]ctt(i, wliuli is one only of a large s<!tics, having 
been sent by a vessel that was captured by a British 
cruiser^ was put into the hands of the author, aiub tib far as 
it goes, ib very intelligent and batisfactory. Itibto be hoped the 
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Thus scanty iincl uiiiiirorcbtin!4 is Uic best ac- cme. 
count I have to ghc of the territory itself; nor is 
niy information much nnore pcrh'ct conceniincf 
the number and condition of the people by ulioni 
it is at jn’esent inhabited. Tlie earliest delaoh- 
nients Iroin Okl Spain were undoubtedly nume- 
rous. Hen era, an accurate and well-informed 
historian, reckons that there were, at one period, 
no less than 14,000 Castilians in Hispaniola. 

Such was the renown of its‘riche.s, that men of 
all ranks and conditions resorted thither, in the 
loud expectation of sharing in the golden harvest. 

Its mines, indeed, were very productive. Robert- 
son relates, that they continued for many years 
to yield a revenue of 460,000 pesos.* In con 
trasting this fact with an anecdote which I have 
elsenhcre l' recorded, that the inhabitant-,, at the 
time of Drake’s invasion, were .so wretchedly poor, 
as to be compelled to use, in barter among them- 
selves, ptere.s of leather as a substitute for money, 
we are lurnislied with a striking proof that the 
tnic vvuy to acijuirc liclics. i.s not by digging into 
the boweh, but by improving the surface of the 
earth. Not having any manufactures, nor the 
productions of agriculture, to ofler in exchange 
for the necessaries and conveniences of life, all 
their gold had soon found its way to Europe; 
and when the mines became exhausted, their 

remainder of the correspondence will some time or other be 
made public, as the writers appear to be men of science and 
observation. 

* Upwards of 100,0(X)7. sterling'. 

t Vol i. Book 2d. 
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CHAi’ penury was extreme; and sloth, dopoputation, 
and dcgenei'dcy, were il-^ necesstny consequen- 
ces.* 

The introduction into tins island of nesrues hom 

* O 

Africa, of nliich I have elsewheie traced the ori- 
gin and cause,! took place at an eaily peiiod. 
This resource did not, however, gi eaily conlriliutc 
to augment the population of the colony ; for such 
of the whites as removed to the continent, in search 
of richer mines and hetter fortune, commonly took 
their negroes '^ith them ; and the small-pox, a few^ 
years afterwards, destroyed prodigious numbers of 
others. In 1717, the whole number of inhabi- 
tants under the Spanish dominion, of all ages and 
conditions, enslaved and free, were no more than 
18,410, and since that time, I conceive, they have 
rather diminished than increased. Of pure whites 
(in contradistinction to the peoplp of mixed 
blood) the number is undoubtedly very inconsider- 
able ; perhaps not ;1,000 in the whole. 

* The gross ignorance of considering gold and silver as 
i(.(d instead of arii/wial wealth, and the folly ot htgleetiiig 
agriculture for the sake of exploring mines, have been well 
exposed by Abli6 Kaynal> who compares the conduct of the 
Spaniards in this rjcspect, to that of the dog in the fatde, 
dropping the piece of meat which he had in his rnou»h, to 
catch at the shadow of it in the water. 

t Book iv. c 2. \ curious circumstance was, however, 

omitted. When the Portu^;U€se first began the traffic in ne- 
groes, application was made to the Pope to sanctify the trade 
by a hull, which his Holiness issued accordingly. In conse- 
quence of this permission and’ authority, a very considerable 
slave-market was e<;tablished at Lisbon, insomuch, that about 
the year 1539, from 10 to 12,000 negroes were sold there 
annually. 
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The hereditary and une\lin(iuihluible anhno.'iUy 
between the Spanish and French plantei-, on this 
island has alieady been noticed. It is proliable, 
however, that tlie knowledge of this ciicntnstani e 
created greater reliance on the co-operation of the 
Spaniards aith tlic British army, than was justified 
by subsecpient ( vents. At the earnest and re- 
peated solicitations of Idciitenant Colonel Bris- 
bane, in 171)4, orders Mere indeed transmitted 
from the city of St. Dorningtt to the Commandant 
at Verettes, Don Francisco de Villa Nevva, to join 
the English with the militia of that part of the 
country; the British garrison at St. iVIarc under- 
taking to supply them with provisions and am- 
munition : but these orders were ill obeyed. Not 
more than three hundred men were brought into 
the field, and even those were far from being 
hearty in the common cause. The French loyal- 
ists appeareil in greater numbers in the neighbour- 
hood of St. Marc than in any other district; anil 
the Spaniaids detested the Fiencli colonists ol all 
descriptions. It was eviilenl, at Uie same time, 
that they were almost C(|ually jealous ol the Eng- 
lish ; betraying manifest symjitom.s of discontent 
and envy, at beholding them in possession of St. 
Marc, and the fertile plains in its vicinage. They 
proceeded, however, and look the town and har- 
bour of Gonaive; but their subsequent conduct 
manifested the basest treachery, or the rankest 
cowardice. The town was no sooner attacked by 
a small detachment from the revolted negroes, tlian 
the Spaniards suftered themselves to bo driven oat 
of it, in the riiost unaccountable manner; leaving 


(HAP. 

XU. 
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CHAP, the french inliahit^ints to the fm-y of Hie savages, 
^ who massacred the wh nontbt r (a- their com- 
rades had done at Fort l)atip!ihi), aiiddieu reduced 
the town itself to as>hes.^' 

On the whole, there is reai^on to sii[)[io;>c that a 
great proportion of llui jwcseiit Spanish pioprielors 
in St. Domingo are a def)as(Kl a. a I degcncraio race; 

* In the northern province of the riench e< hjriy, the in- 
habitants of Fort Dauphin, a town situated on the Spanish bor- 
ders, having no assistance from the English, and being appre- 
hensive of an attack from the rebel negroes, applied for protec- 
tion, and delivered up the town, to the Spanish government. 
The Spanish commandant, cm accepting the conditions requir- 
ed, vvhicii were cluefly for personal safety, issued a proclama- 
tion, importing, that such of the French planters as would 
seek refuge there should find security. Seduced by this pro- 
clamation, a considerable number repaired thither j when, on 
Monday the 7th of July, 1794, Jean Francois, the negro ge- 
neral, and leader of th(2^ revolt in 1791, entered the town with 
some thousands of armed negroes. Ho met not the smallest 
resistance, either at the advanced posts, or at the barriers oc- 
cupied by tlie Spanish troops j the inhabitants keeping their 
houses, in the hope of being protected by the coininandant. 
Jn an instant, every part of the city resoun»led with the cry of 
Long li\e the King of Spain! Kill all the French; but 
offer no violence to the Spaniards ; ” and a genend massacre 
of the French cominencerl, in which no less than 77 1 of them, 
without distinction of sex or ag^, w«re murdered on the spot: 
the Spanish soldiers standing by, spectators of the tragedy. 

It is thought^ however, that if the Spaniards h.ui openly in- 
terposed,* they would have shared the fate of the FVench. It 
is said that Mont-Calvos, connriander of the Spanish troops, 
moved by compassion towards some French gentlemen <if his 
accjuaintance, admitted thorn int<) the ranks, dressing them 
in the Spanish uniforin for their security ; others were secretly 
conveyed to the fort, and sent off in the night to Monte 
Christi, where thev got on board an American vessel bclong- 
ingtoSalein, * 
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a motley mixture from I'uropean, Indian, and 
African ance.stry ; and the observation nhich lias 
been made in another place,* concernint"; the 
Spanisli inhabitants of Jamaica, at the corn|i]c>t of 
that island in ]G'5J, will equally apply lo those. 
They are neither polisheti by social intincourse, 
nor imjiioved by education ; but pass their days 
in gloomy languor, enfeebled by .sloth, and de- 
pres.sed by poverty. From such men, therefore, 
great a.s their antijiathy is to the inonch nation, 
and however aver.se th<;y may be to a change of 
laws and government, I am afraid that no cordial 
co-operation with the British can ever be expect- 
ed. I'he best families among them, rather than 
submit to the French^ dominion, will probaly re- 
move to (kiba, or seek out new habitations among 
their countrymen on the neighbouring continent; 
while those which remain will nece.ssarily sink 
into the general mass of coloured people, French 
and Spani.sh ; a class that, I think, in proces.s 
of time, will become masters of the towns and cul- 
tivated parts of the island on the soa-coast ; leaving 
the interior country to the revolted negroes. , Such, 
probably, will be the fate of this once beautiful and 
princely colony ; and it grieves me to say, that the 
present exertions of (Ireat Britain on this blood- 
stained theatre, can answer no other end than to 
hasten the catastrophe ! 

I might here expatiate on the wonderful dispen- 
sations of Divine Providence, in raising up the en- 
slaved Africans to avenge the wrongs of the iujuietl 
aborigines ; I might a!>o iiululge the fond lail i. iia- 
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cious idea, that as the negroes of St. Domingo 
have been eye-witnesses to the benefits of civilized 
life among the whites; — have seen in what man- 
ner, and to what extent, social order, peaceful 
industry, and submission to laws, contribute to in- 
dividual and general prosperity (advantages which 
were denied to them in their native country;} 
some superior spirits may hereattci rise up among 
them, by whose encouragement and example they 
may be taught, in due time, to discard the foo- 
cious and sordid manners and pursuits of savage 
life ; to correct their vices, and be led progressively 
on to civilization and gentleness, to the knowledge 
of truth, and the practice of virtue. This picture 
is so pleasing to the imagination, that every hu- 
mane and reflecting mind must wish it may be 
realized ; but I am afraid it is the mere creation 
of the fancy — the fabric of a vi.sion!” Expe- 
rience has demonstrated, tltat a wild and lawless 
freedom affords no means of improvement, either 
mental or moral. The Charaibes of St. Vincent, 
and the Maroon negroes of Jamaica, were origi-, 
nally enslaved Africans ; and what they tmv arc, 
the freed negroes of St. Domingo will hereafter be 
— savages in the midst of society ; without peace, 
security, agriculture, or property ; ignorant of the 
duties of* life, and unacquaint^ with all the soft 
and endearing relations which rerider it desirable : 
averse to labour, though frequently^ perishing of 
i^nt ; suspicious of each ! Other, and tovfawls- the 
of mankind revengeful and faithless, remorse- 
iSs and hloody-minded ; pretending to he free, 
while gioaning beneath the capricious despotism 



ST, DOMINGO, 


of their chief':, ami fetlitijr^aii the ini -cues of ser- c»Af. 
\itinle, without the betletits of suboniitiuilr-u ! 

If wliat I have thus — not hastily, but— delibe- 
rately predicted, concerning tlie fate of ihi', uufor- 
lunite country, shall be verified by the ou'ut, all 
other retleciions must yield to the pres'^iug con- 
.siueration hoviir ,ii^a| to obviate and defeat the in- 
fluence which .Wwwdful an example of success- 
ful revolt and triumphant anarchy may have in 
our oivn islands. This is a subject which will 
soon force itself on the most serious attention of 
Government ; and I 'am of opinion, that nothing 
less than the co-operation of tlic British parlia- 
ment with the colonial legislatures can meet its 
emergency. On the other hand, if it be admitted 
that the object is infinitely too important, and the 
means and resources of i'Vance much too power- 
ful, and abundant, to suffer a doubt to remain con- 
cerning the ultimate accomplishment of her views, 
in seizing on the whole of tliis extensive country : 
if we can suppose that (convinced at length, by 
painful experience, of the monstrous folly of sud- 
denly emancipating barbarous men, and placing 
them at once in all the complicated relations of 
civil society) she will finally succeed in reducing 
the vast body of fugitive negroes to obedience;, 
and in establishing security, subordination, and 
order, under a constitution of government suited 
to the actual condition of the various classes of 
the inhabitants -if sqch shall he her good for- 
tune, it will not require tlie endowment of pro- 
phecy to foretel the result. The middling, and 
who dre commonly the most industiious, class of 
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ciiAi*. planters, throughout every island in the West 
/ Indies, allured by the cheapness of the land and 
the superioi' fertility of the soil, will assuredly 
seek our settlements in St. Domingo ; and a West 
Indian empire will fi;!t itself in .this noble island, 
to whicli, in a few short years, all the tropical 
possessions of Europe will be subordinate 

and tributary. Placed in tl^.^^tre of British 
and Spanish America, and situated to windward 
of those territories of either nation which are 
most valuable, while tlie cc^merce of both must 
exist only, l)y its good pleasure, all the riches of 
Mexico will be wholly at its disposal. Then will 
the vassal Spaniard lament, when it is too late, the 
thpughtless , and improvident surrender he has 
madd, and Great Britain find leisure to reflect 
how deeply she is herself concerned in the conse- 
quences, of it. The dilemma , is awful, and the 
final issue known only to that omniscient Power, 
in whose hand is the fate of empires ! But what- 
ever the issue may be,‘ — in all the varieties of for- 
tune, — in all events and circumstances, whether 
prosperous or adverse, — it infinitely concerns 
both the people of Great Britain, and the inha-, 
bitants of the British colonies, — I cannot repeat 

m 1? 

it too often, — to derive admonition from the story 
befqfe; nsr To.^ Great Britain I would intimate, 
that if^w^egarding tha present example, cmcou- 
ragement shall continue tube given to the pesti-’ 
lent doctrines of th!C^©.;hot-brained fanatics; and 
detestable ince'ndiatries^' vidio, under tlie vile pre- 
tence of philanthropy and zeal for the interests 
of suffering humanity, preach up rebellion ' and 
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munler to the contented and orderly negroes in rriAP. 
our own territories, what else can be expected, 
but that the same dreadful scenes of carnage and 
desolation, which we have contemplated in Si. 
Domingo, will be renewed among our countrymen 
and relations in the British West Indies? May 
God Almighty, of his infinite mercy, avert the 
evil ! To the resident Planters I address myself 
with stili greater solicitude ; and, if it were in my 
power, would exhort them, “ with more than 
mortal voice/’ to rise above the foggy atmosphere 
of local prejudices, and, by a generous surren<ler 
of temporary advantages, do that, which th(> 
Parliament of Great Britain, in the |)ritle und 
plenitude of imperial dominion, cannot effect, and 
ought not to attempt I call on them, with 
sincerity and the affection of a brother, of them- 
selves to restrain, limit, and finally abolish the 
further introduction of enslaved men from Africa ; 

— not indeed by measures of sudden violence and 
injustice, disregaixling the many weighty and 
complicated interests which are involved in the 
issue; but by means which, though slow autl gra- 
dual in their 0[)eratiQn, will be sure and certain 
in their efiect. The Colonial Legislatures, by 
their situation and- local knowledge,, are alone 
competent to this great and glorious task: and 
this example of St. Domingo, and the dictates of 
self-preservation, like the hand-writing against 
wall^ warn them no longer to delay it ! 'To- 
wards the poor negroes over whom the slaluli s of 
Great Britain, the accidents of foriuru*, and the 
law of inheritance’ ha\( invc.tui liicni 
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ciiAr. power, their general conduct for the last twenty 
‘ years (notwithstanding the foul calumnies with 
' which they have been loaded) may court enquiry, 
and bid defiance to censure. A perseverance in 
the same benevolent system, progressively leading 
the objects of it to civilization and mental improve- 
ment, preparatory to greater indulgence, is all that 
humanity can require ; for it is all that prudenci* 
can dictate. Thus wdll the I’lanters prepare a 
shield of defence against their enemies, and secure 
to themselves that serenity and elevation of mind 
which arise from an approving conscience ; pro- 
ducing assurance in hope, and consolation in adver- 
sity. Their persecutors and slanderers in- the mean 
time will be disregarded or forgotten ; for calumny, 
though a' great, is a temporary evil, but truth and. 
justice will prove triumphant and eternal ! 
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The following TABLES were drawn up by order of tlie Le* 
gislative Assembly of France, which met the ‘list of 
October 1791, and seem to havc,becn framed in the view 
of ascertaining the actual state of the Colony and its 
Commerce, immediately before the breaking out of the 
rebellion of the Negroes in the month of August of that 
year. The totals will be found to differ in some of the 
particulars, from the statement which has been given in 
the preceding pages. The difference arises partly from 
the actual change of circumstances, in tlic course of two 
years which Intervened between the periods when each 
statement was made up, and partly, J ani afraid, from 
errors and omissiona of my own. 
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Apper^u des Richesses territoriaks des habitations engranlde Cuture de la Partie Fk.ik,o>? de St. Domir 
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ADDlTlONAi. TABLES, 

CONTJilNINO 

iNFORMVtTION NOT COMPREHENDED IN THE ^RECEDJ^iJ; 
Colleclt'il (v ff'‘' Atiilwr when at Cape V’an'. fr^ 
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No. IV. 

trade of the French Part of St. Domingo with old Fraii< . 
Imports for the Year 1738. 


t}nantity. 

1 Nature of Goods. 

Amuiml III 
Hispaniola 
Currency. 

186,759 

j Barrels of Flour 

Eiv. 

12,271,247 

1 

Quintals of Biscuit- 

38,684 

3,309 

Ditto . Cheese 

217,450 

2,044 

Ditto . Wax Candles 

602,010 

27,154 

Ditto . Soap 

1,589,985 

16.896 

Ditto . Tallow Candles 

1,479,510 

2 u ,762 

Ditto .Oil 

1,970,7M 

1,369 

Ditto Tallow 

55,770 

121,587 

Casks of W ine • 

13,610,960 

7.020 

Cases of Ditto 

684,770 

5,732 

Casks of Beer 

328,175 

6,174 

Hampers of Beer . S' 

157,380 

10,375 

Cases of ('ordials 

340,070 

6,937 

Ankers of Brandy 

140,238 

2.28 J< 

Ditto of Vinegar 

23,784 

19,457 

' Baskets of Aniseed Lifjnor 

254,398 

5,999 

Quintals of Vegetables 

Cases of Preserved Fruit 

322,130 

14,613 

320,477 

2,486 

Quintals of Cod Fish 

. 85,60r 

1,308 

Ditto . Salt Fish 

26,700 

17,219 

Ditto . Butter 

1,650,150 

2 1,261 

Ditto . Salt Beef 

99^,300 

14,732 

Ditto . Salt Pork 

1,101,395 

4,351 

Ditto . Ditto 

376,560 

1,627 

Ditto . Hams 

177,340 


Dry Goods, viz. lanens. Woollen 
Silks, (’ottons, .and Manufactures 
of all kinds 

Sundry other Articles, valued at 

39,008,600 

8,68.5,600 

< 

1 

Amount^ of all tlic CockIs imported 

86,414,040 


I'liest; Importations were made in 680 Vessels, measuring together 
18y,679 Tons, or by Average 32i>§ Tons each Vessel ; ^ iz. 


1-24 from Bourdeaux 
i2C) from Nantes 
90* from Marseilles 
yO from Havre de Grace 
ly f»om Dunkirk 
Jll from St.Malo 


I O from* Bayonne 
6 from Ija Rochelle 
S from Harfleur 
2 from Clierbourg 
2 from Ci’oisic 


I from Dieppe 
I from Rouen 
1 from Granvdie 
1 from Cette - 
1 from Rhedon. 


Add to the 580 Vessels from Franco, P8 from the Coast of Africa, 
and the French yiart of Hispaniola will bc found to have employed 
(>78 Vessels belonging to France in the year 1788. 
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No. V. 

I'^orcign TRADE in 1788 (exclusive of tlie Spanish.) 

rmportecl by Foreigners (Spaniards excepted) to 

the Amount of - 6,821,707 Eine^*. 

Exported by the same - - - « - 4,409,922 

DiU'ercnce - - - - 2,411,785 


AT. J5* This Trade employed 763 siiiall Vessels, measuring 55^,7 K> 
Tons. The Average is 73 Tons each. Vessels from North Ame- 
rica (American built) are comprehendecl in it: but there wer< 
also enjployed in the North American Trade 45 Frencl* 
Vessels, measuring 3,475 Tons (the Average 77 Tons each), 
which exported to North America Colonial Products, Va. 
lue - « 525,571 Livje . 

And imported in return Goods to the Amount of 4(i5,081 

Diirerencc - , - - 60,490 


Spanish TRADE lu 17^^ 

250 Spanish Vct.sels, measuring 15,417 Ions, or 57 l*on» eac h, im- 
ported to the Amount of (chiefly Bullion) - - 0,717,113 
A nd cxj)orted Negro Slaves, and Goods, chiefly Eu- 
ropean Manufactures, to the Amount of - - 5,687,61 3 

DifTcrence * • , . 4,129,5^^3 


y, This is exchisive of the inland Tiade with the Sp. iiiarciS, o( 
yvhich there is no Accf‘unc. 
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No. \T. 

AFRICAN TRADE. 


Negroes imported into the French Part of Hispaniola, in 1788, 


Pons of 
Importation 

Men. 

Women. 

0 

pq 

0 

Amount. 

r. 

PorUau Prince 

4,732 

3,256 

764 

541 

8.293 

i rf' V 

St. Marc - - - 

1,066 

643 

230 

60 

2,600 

8 

lAgano 

1,662 

798 

469 

327 

9.246 

9 

J^r^mie - - 

88 

73 

23 

: 18 

204 

1 

Cayes , - , 

1,624 

872 

1,245 

849 

4,590 

19 

Cape Francois 


2,394 

1,514 

752 

10,373 

37 


13,674 

7,040 

4,245 

l 

2,.'i.l7 1 

29,506 

98 


in 1787, 30,839 Negroes were imported into the French Part of St. 
Domingo. 

* 

The 30,506 Negroes imported in 1788, were sold for 61,9.^6,100 
Livres (Hispaniola Currency) which on an average is 3,091) liv. 3v. each, 
hciiig about 60/. sterling. 
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CIIAP. IV. p. 51. 

a i/ MS discovered, however, about nine months afierwctrds, that 
this most unfortunate young ma?t (O^e) had made a fulr < on- 
fession. His last solemn declaration, sworn to and signed by 
himself the day before his execution, was actually proditcfd, 


The following is a cojiy of this important document , 


TESTAMKN J dp: MOKT DT)GE. 

ixTKAir des minutes du Consell Supcrleur du Cap, Tan 
mil sept cent quatre-viugt-onze ct.le ucuf mars, nous 
Antoine-Etienne Kuolte, conseiller du roi, doyen au Cou- 
seil Superieur du Cap, et Marie-Fraiigois Fourchcresse dc 
Vertieres, aussi conseiller da roi iTU Conscil Supmeur du 
Cap, commissaircs iiommes par la cour, a I’eftet de faire 
exe'cuter I’arrCt de la dite cour, du 5 du present mois, poi- 
tai:t condamnation de mort contre Ic nomme Jacques Og( , 
dit Jacquot, quartcron libre : loquel, clant en la chambie 
criminclle, et apr?is lecture faito du dit arret, cn ce qui Ic 
concerne, a dit et declare, pour la tiecharge de sa con- 
science, serment pr^alablement par lui prfiUj, la main 
icVfl^e devant nous, de dire ' 

Qlr dans le commencement du mois du f<*vrler dcinic;, 
si les rivihres n’avoient pas d6bordces, il devoit se faire .in 
attroupement de gens de couleur, qui devoient entrainer a\cc 
eiix ies ateliers, et dev'n'e. t renir li^-ndre iiti villc iJi p 
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CHAP, noinbre trfcs considerable ; qu’ils titoicnt ineme d 6 jA reunis 
an nombre de onze mille homines j que le ddbordement des 
rivieres est le seui obstacle qui les a empech^'s de se rciniir; 
Cette quantite d'hommes dc couleiir etant composee de ceux 
du Mirebalais, de TArtibonite, du Limbe, ci Ouanaminthe> de 
la Grande Hivi?*re, et generalemcnt de toute la Colonie. 
ccttc cpoque, il etoit sorti du Cap cent hommes de couleur 
pour se joindre a cette troupe. Que Paccuse est assure que les 
auieurs de cette r<5 volte sont les Declains, negres libres de lu 
Grande-Rivi^ire, accuses au proems : Dumai^, n. 1.; \ von, n. 1. ; 
Ritozin, m. 1, espagnolj Pierre Godard et Jean -Baptiste, sors 
frbre, n. 1. de la Grandc-Riviferc; Legran<l Mazeau et Toua- 
saint Mazeau, n. 1. ^ Pierre Mauzi, m. 1.; Ginga Lapaire, 
Charles Lamadieu, les Sabourins, Jean Pierre Goudy, Joseph 
Lucas, muldtres libres j Maurice, n. 1 .^ tdus accuses au proces. 

Que les grands moteurs, au bas de la cdte; sont les nomme::! 
Daguin, accuse au proces 5 Rebel, deineurant au Mirebalais ; 
Pinchinat, accuse au prochs } Labastille, ^galement accuse au 
procc^j ct que Taccus^, ici prisent, croit devoir nous declarer 
6 tre un des plus ardens partisans de la rfivolte, qui a mu en 
grande partie celle qui acclat 6 dans les environs de Saint-Marc, 
ct qui cherche H en exciter une nouvelle j qu’il y a dans ce 
moment plusieurs gens de couleur, dans differens quarters, 
bien rcsolus tenir 2 l leurs projets, malgrc que ceux qui trem- 
peroint dans la rcvolte perdroient la vie 3 que Paccuse, ici 
present, ne peut pas se ressouvenirdu nom de tous 3 mais qu'il 
se rappelle que le fils de Laplace, q. I .3 dont lui accuse a vu la 
.sceur dans les prisons^ a quitte le Limbo pour aJler faire <les 
r^crues dans le quartier d’Ouanaminthe 3 ct que ces r^crues ct 
ces souldvemcns degensde couleur sont soutenus ici par h 
presence des ndmmcs Fleury et PHirondelle Viard, deputy?* 
des gens de couleur aupres de Passemblde nationale 3 que lui 
accuse, ici present, ignore si les deputes se tiennent chez eux ; 
qu’il cioit que le nomm^ Fl^ry se Heut au Mirebalais, et Ir 
noinme PHirondelle Viard dans Ic quarUer de la Grande- 
Uivi^re 
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Que liii accuse, ici present, d6clare que I’insurrection des qHAP. 
rovollcs existe dans les souterrains qui se trouvent entre la 

^ p. 

Cr^te In Marcan et le Canton du Giromou, paroisse de la 
(irande-Uivicre; qu’en consequence, si lui accus6 pouvoit^tre 
conduit sur les lieux, il se feroit fort de prendre les chefs des 
rtV.'olt6si que Taptation dans Inquelle il se trouve, rclativement 
^ sa position nctuelle, ne lui pennet pas dc nous donner d('s 
details plus circon$tanci&; qu’il nous les donnerapar la suifr** 
lorsqu'il sera un peu plus tranquil; qii’il hii viciit en ce mo- 
ment k Fesprit que le nomme Castaing, mulitre iibre decette 
dcpeiidance, ne se trouve compris en aucunc maniJiie dans 
FafTaire actuclle ; mais que lui accuse, nous assure que si sou 
frere Og6 eCit suivi Fimpulsion du dit Castaing, il se seroit 
port6 k de bien plus grandes extrdmites ; qui cst tout ce qu*il 
nous adit pouvoirnous declarer dans ce. moment, dont Vii 
vons donn6 acte, qu’il a sign6 avec nous et le gr^flier. 

Signe k la minute J. (JOE’, KUOTTE, FOURCHERESSE 
DE VERTiERES, et LANDAIS, grdfficr. 

Extkait des minutes du greffe du Conscil Superieur du 
Cttp, Fan mil sept cent quatre-vingt-onze, le dix mars, trois 
heures de rcUW'c, en la chambre criminelle, nous Antoine- 
Etienne Ruotte, consciller du roi, doyen du Conseil Superieur 
duCap, etMarie-Franqois-Joscph deVerticrcs, aussi conFcillcr 
du roi au dit Conseil Superieur du Cap, commissaires nomnUs 
par la cour,iuivant Faritit dc cojour, rendu sur les conelu*. tuns 
du procureur g^n6ral du roi dc la dite cour, a F^ffet de proc<:dek' 
au recolement de la declaration faitc par Ic nomme Jacqn^s 
Og^, q. 1. ; lequel, apr^-s serment par lui fait. In main 
devant nous de dire la v6rite, et apres lui avoir fait lecture, p'^r 
legr^lfier,de la declaration du jourd*hier,Favons interpell^* de 
nous declarer si la dite declaration contient v6rit^, s’il veut n'y 
rien ajouter, n*y diminuer, et s’il y persistc. 

A nfipondu que la dite declaration du jour d*hkr curum yit 
vi^rire, qu’ily persistc, et qu’il y aj^nitc que les dciix 
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ClfAP. fr^res, dontrun plus grand que Tautre, niul/itrcs ou »jiiartc- 
51 libres, ne les ayant vu que cette fois j Jean-Pierre Oe- 

rard, m. 1 . du Cap, et Caton, m. 1 . aussi du Cap, so'\t em- 
ployes gagner les ateliers de la Grand- Hi vibre, qu’ih sont 
ensemble de jour, et cjue de niiit ils sont disperses. 

Ajoute encore que lors de sa confrontation avcc Jacques 
Lucas, il a ete dit par ce dernier, que lui accuse, ici y)r(»sent, 
i*avoit inenncc <Ic le faire pendre 3 iiquoi, lui accuse, a rcpondu 
:i»j dit Jacques Lucas, qu’il devoit savolr pourquoi quo le dit 
Jacques Lucas, n’ayant pas insistc, lui accus6 i/a pas declare 
le motif de cette menace, p.oiir ne pas ])erdre le flit Jacques 
Lucas; qu*il nous declare Ics choses cornme dies se soul 
nass^cs ; que le dit Lucas lui ayant dit qii’i! avoit soulevc 
les ateliers de M. Bonamy et dc divers autres habitans dc la 
Grande-Riviere, pour aller egorger Tann^e clicz M. (’ardi- 
ncau; qu’an premier coup de come, il ^toit sfir que ccs ateliers 
a’altrouperoient et se joindroient h la troupe de'? gens de cou- 
ieur; alors lui accuse, tenant aux blancs, fnt revolt^; de cette 
barbaric, et dit au nomme Jacques Lucas, que Tauteur d’uri 
pared projet m^ritoit d’etre pendu; qu’il e{lit ^ I’instant ^ faire 
reiitrer les n^gres qu’il avoit apj)ost6 dans difl’erens coins avcc 
des comes ; que lui accuse, ici present, nous dt'clare qu’il a 
donneau dit Lucas trois pomponclles de tafia, trois bouteilles 
de vin et du pain ; qu’il ignoroit T usage ijue Ic dit Lucas en 
faisoit; que la troisi^nie fois que Ic dit Lucas en vint cherclier; 

] .li accuse, ici present, lui ayant dcmaiulc ce qu’il faisoit de ces 
boissons et vivres ; le dit Lucas repondit que e’etoit pour les 
:i^gres qu'il avoit disperse de^dteetd’autre; que ce quiprouve 
que le dit Lucas a^oit Ic projet de soiilever les negres esclaves 
centre les blancs, et fie faire egorger ces derniers par les pre- 
miers; e’est la proposition qu’il fit i Vincent Ogc, frere de lui 
r.ccusc, de venir sur Thabitatton de lui Jacques Lucas, pour 
^Hre plus a porteo de se joindreauxnegresqu’il avoitdebauehc; 
qiu* si lui accuse ira])a8 r^vele ces fails iL sa confrontation avcc 
le (lit Jacqucb Lucas, e’est qu’il s’est appergu qu’ils n’etoient 
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yjixs connus, et quMI n’a jms voulu le perdre j qii’il a dii moJn.'i cu 
la satisfaction d’avoir dctourn6 ce crisne horrible et canni- , 

p. ; I 

bale 3 qu’il s’etoit reser\<5 de-r^e^ler cmi justice> lors tie ^on 
clargissenient 5 qtie ee inCme Lucas est celui q;d a 
couperlat^te a deux blancs prisonnicrs, et notarnineiji ;u* 
sieur Belisle, pour lui avoir cnleve une femme; que Plvrri^ - 
Roubert 6ta le sabre des mains de Jacques Lucas, et app.'lhi 
Vincent Og6, frfefe de lui accuse, ioi present* qai fit dcs re- 
montrances au dit Lucas; que cependant ces priSonniers out 
dcclar6s en justice que c’6toit lui accus6 qui ayoit en cc t\ct- 
sein ; que in6me 2i la confrontation ils Te lui out sontenu ; 
rnais que le fait s’etant pass^ dc niiit, les dits prisonniors onr 
pris, lui accus6* pour le dit LOcas, tandls que lui accusC n'a 
cesse de les edmbjer d’honnij^etis ; qu’^ la c.onfrontcitinn, bo 
accus6 a cru qi/fl jS^jj^lj^uffisant ^ que ce lui, 

et d’aflfirnier qvi’ii ^’kWl^jaiiaals <iOi?nu fcnipic; inal '. 
qu*aujourd*hui il se croyoit ppur la ddcharge dv* -.t 

conscience* de nous rendre les faits tels qu’ils soul, et d^in- 
sister il jurer qu’il ne Fa jamais coi]U)Uc,. . 

Ajoute r^iccusc que le nomm€ Fleury et Perisse* le prcmioi , 

Fun dcs deputes des ^ens de coulfUr. ptM de Fassembl^e na- 
tionale* sont arrives en cetteColohl^par^ilii ^limeutllordelais 
avec le ndmme FHirondelle Viard^ qtie le cap'.taine a mis les 
deux premiers k Acquin, pheat un nomme Dupont, honune de 
couleur; et le nomm^ I’ftiroqdelle Vidrd, ogalcmcot depufo 
des gens de couleur, au Cap< Ajoute encore Fucciise, qu'ji 
nous ayoit d6clar6, le jout: d^^hier, que 1^ Lajdace, dont 

le pere cst ici dans les pri^rtiw* d^; ^crues ^ Outuia- 

ininthe* est du nombre ce^x <\m ont marchiS duLimb^ contre , 
le (?a}» ^ au Port* 

Margot, feignant d’avoir 

line tluxion ;.que dtt^l^flllace pdrc a dit* ijiai accus6* qu*il 
etoit s^rquesort vo&ii^^quiest ri^-poseira pas contre 

lui, mHlgr6quni'Sadie“l^bt^|0sd6&rch«^3 ^toit assure, 
que le noi»m6 Gir^deau;d^^n,u prison, xie d^clareroit rien, 

Pearce qu’il 6toit frop son a'ftti frour le d^COpvrir; quVnsuiUs 
' vot. lU, ' ; " a 
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( '. 'I le firnon^oit,, il scroit lorcc tl’en denoncer beaucoup d’an- 

, taut dll Linobt; cjue des riutres quartlers. 

-iP^, -'w Observe raccusr qiu* lorsqu’il nous a parle des nioyois em- 
ployes ])ar Jacques Jjuea.** poiirsouleverles nei^res csclavcs, il a 
oinls de m>usdirc <|ue Pierre Maury avoit ori^ une trontaiue 
d’esclavos clicz Lucas j que lui accuse, avee I'ag’rement d’O^c 
le jeuiKv son fr^re, les reavoya, ce qui occasionnu une plainte 
generalc, les gens de couJeur disant que cStoit du renfort - qne 
lui accuse cat ni6iae^cette occasion une rixe avec le plus grand 
des Didiers, avec lequel il manquade se battre au pistblel, pnur 
vouloir lui soutenir qu'ctarit libre ct cherchant h fitre assimile 
aux blancs, il n’etoit pas fait pour iHre assiuiile aux u^^gre-' 
esclavesy que d’aillcurs soulcyant les csclavcs, e’etoit detruli** 
les propri^tes des blancs, et qu’ea les detruisant, ils dctruisoieid 
les leurs propres 5 que depuis que lui accuse etoit dan^ les pri- 
sons, il a vu un petit billet ecrit parledit Pierre Maury J Jean- 
Fran(joisTessier, par lequel illui marque qu’il continue ^ ra- 
masser, et que le nbgre iiomm^ Coquin, alhi *i la dame veuve* 
Castaing ainee, arm^ d*une paire de pistolets garnis cn argent 
et d’une inanchette que le dit Maury lui a dounee, veille l\ tout 
cc qui se passe, et rend compte t(>us les soirs audit Maury 5 qui 
est tout ce que I’accusc, ici piCbcnt, nous declare, rn uoiss con* 
jurant d’tHre persuades que, s’il Ini 6U)it possible d'c.bteiiir lai- 
sdricorde, il 6*exposeroit volun tiers k tout Ic:^ dangers pour fairo 
arrt'ter les chefs de ces revokes j et t|ue dans u>utes les circ on- 
stances, il prouvera son zfele et son respect pour les blancs 

Llcture Si Itti faite de sa declaration, dans laqucllc il 
persiste pour conteitSr v6nt4f, lui en donnons aete, qu’il a s'ignc 
avee nous et le greffier. 

Sign6 h la mintite J, OGB'i RUOT'PE, PO U CHERP:SSES 
DE VERTIERES, LANDAlS, greffier. 

Pour expedition collatiauee;, ^igne, LANpAlS, gr6ffier. 

A COPY of the preceding docuincnt> the existence oi 
which often heard of, but very mneh doubted, iPvas* 
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transmitted to me from St. Domingo in the month of July CHAP. 
1795, inclosed in a letter from a gentleman of that ishind, j 
whose attachment to the British cannot be suspecteil, and 
whose means for information were equal to any: this Letter 
is too remarkable to be omitted, and 1 hope, as I conceal liis 
name, that the writer will pardon its publication, it here 
follows ; 

Je vous envoye ci-joint, le testaamot de Jaques Og6, exe- 
cute au Cap le 9 Mars 1791.^ Void mes reflexions sur les 
dates ci les faits ; 

1. Jaques depofle ie projefc connu d^puis long 
terns par le.s Brissotins dont il ^toit un des Agents. Jl 
nomme les chefs des Mul^ltres, qui dahs toutes les pdr- 
ties de la Colonic devoient ex^cuter tin plan digne de.‘; 

SuppAts lie Penfer. - ' v 

2. J I depose qne rabondance dfes pluies et les erf^e^ 

<ies rivieres avoicut emp^chc rcx^cution du proj<*t an 
mois de Fiivner. . 

3. ll declare que si on veutlui accordcr misericorde, 
il s'cxposera aux dangers <le faire arrdter les chefs. 

Oge est execute, avec yingt de ses complices, le 9 Mars 
1791 . Son testament cst garde secret jusqu’d la fin de 1791 
(apr^^s rinceniije poncralc de la partie du Nord) qu’un arrete 
de VAssemblee Coloniale oblige imp6rieusem€t^t le Greflier 
du Conseil du Cap k en dclivrer des copies. Que conclure ? 

Helas, que les coupables sont aussi nombreux qu’atroces et 
cruel.s ! 

lers. Coupables : Les honirnes de couleur nomm6s par la 
def position d’Og6. 

(et au nioins autant s‘ils ne sont plus.) Le Conseil dn 
Cap, qui a ose faire ex^cuter Og6, et qui garde le secret Mjr 
sea depositions si interessantes. 
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o. Le General Hlanchelande et tous les chefs militalres 
tjui ii’ont pas fait arr^ter snr le chump toutes Ics personnes dc 
(*ouIeur nomniees par Oge et iie les ont pas C'>nf‘M»nices r»vec 
Jeur accusateur. Mais non r on a precipit6 re\ecntu»n du ni:iL 
heurcuxOgC; on a garde iiii secret dont la p'j')licit6 siiaveroit 
iu Loionie. On a laissc libres tous les chefs des r^volt^S; (ui 
les a laisse pour suivre leurs projets destructifs. 

iSi les Chefs inilitaires, le conseil. It?, magistrats civiJs, 
a^’oient fait arr^ter au inols de Mars 1791, les n>u15itres Pin- 
chiiiat, Castaing, Viard, et touff les autre?, ils n'anroient pas 
pii consommer leur crime le 2S 'Voiit suivant. Les 
de Normandie et d’Artois qiii venoient d’arriver de France, 
etoient usse2 forts pour arrfiter tous .les gens de couleur 
L(»upables, et s*ils ne Tavoient pas etc, et que ce fiit lo motif, 
qiii eut emp6ch6 Blanchelande d*agir, ponrquoi Blanche- 
iande envoyat-il, au mois de Mai 1791, des troupes de ligne 
que lui envoyoit de la Martinique, M. de Behague? 

La s^rie de tous ces faits prout’e evidemment la coalition- 
des conire-r6v61utionnaires avec les Mul&tres, dont ils ont etc 
la dupe, et la victime apres Tarrivee des Coinmissaires Pol- 
vcrel et Santhonax, 


CHAP. VI., 8&. 


A truce or conventioih culled the coNpOBUAT, %i\as agreed 
upon the IH/t of September, .betw^n the free people ofcoloui 
and the white inhaiitante af Port-au-Prince, The fol- 
) owing is a true copy of this curjious and important docu- 
ment; ' > ?'■ ' 

Concordat de MM/le^ cltoyens bjancti du Fbtt-au*Prince 
avec, MM. Jes citoyens du couleur. 


L’an mil sept cent quatre-vingt-oiize, & le onze du mois 
de Septembre. ^ r , 

Les cornmissaitei de la garde nationals d^ citoyens blanc.- 
du Por'^u- Prince, Vune pwt, ^ 



AND JLLUSTUATIONS. 


1>9 


les commibsairea tic la g\arde Rationale lies dtoyeiii? de 
’oulour, d’autrt:^ part- et ceiix fondcs de pouvoir par ari(il6 
de ce jour, & du neuf ^eptembre present nun's. 

Assemble^ bur la place d’ariues du Ijourg de la (’roix-dv 
Bouquets, A I’etlet de tielil)erer,sur les nioyens les jdu-' capable 
d’operer la lenriioti des ci tokens de toutes les classes, ik d’ar- 
r/iter les progres & les suites d’une insurrection qui menace 
egale merit toutes les parties de la colon ie. 

I/’assemblce ainsi compobde s*etant transport^e dans Tcglise 
paroissale du dit boufg de la Croix-des-Bouquets, pour eviter 
i’ ardour du soleil, il a etc proc6d6 de suite, dcs deux c6tAs, a 
la nomination d’un president & d*un secretaire. 

l,c.s commissaires de la g^rde nationale du Port-au-Brincc 
oni uomme (lour leur president M. Gamot^ A jxiur leur secre- 
taire M. Hacquet ; & les commidsaires de la garde nationiAki 
des citoyens de couleur ont noiiani^ pour leur president 
Finchinat, & secretaire JM. Daguin dls. 

Losquebs pr^sidens & secretaires ont respcctivemcnt no- 
ceptc leb dites charges, & ont proniis de bien & fidollemcrit 
'• oil acquitler. 

Aprba quoi il a clit de la part des citoyens de con- 
leur, que la loi fiiite en leur favour en 1G85, avoit 
mi^pris^e & viol^e par les progres d*un prejuge ridicule, Cv 
par Tusage abusif et le despotisme niinisteriel de I’ancien re- 
gime, ils n’ont jamais joui que fr^8-iin|jorfaiteinenl ilu bene- 
fice de cette loi. 

Qu’au moment oCl ils ont vu I’assenibl^e dea repr^senlans 
de la nation se forhier, ils ont pressenti quo les principiis 
qui ont diet6 la loi constitutioniirelle de T^tat,, entratneroit 
n^cessairement la r^connoissance de Jeurs droits qui, pour 
avoir long-teirtps m^connus, n'en ^toient pas moiiis 
Siicr^s. 

Que cette r^connoissance a 6t6 consacr6e par les dccrcts 
& instructions des 8 & 28 Mars 1790, & par plusieurs au- 
tres rendus depuisj mais qu’ils ont vu avec la plus viv 
douleur que les citoyens blaucs des colonies leur refi 
soient avec obstination T execution de ces decrets, jiour 


( IIAP. 
IV. 
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cjiii ios y conccrnc, par rintcrprctation injuste quMls en qnt 
faite. 

Qu’outre la privation dii benefice des ilits decret*?, lors- 
qii’ils ont voulu Ics redamcr, on les a sacrifi^s ^ Vidole du 
piejugCj vn oxen^iwt contra eux im abus iiM royable des loitj 
& de I’autorilf'' du goiivernemenL au point de les forcer 
d’nbandonner leurs foyers. 

Qii'onfin, ne pouvant plus supporter leur existence mal- 
heureuse^ 8c ctant r 6 solus de Texposer tous les evdneniens, 
pour sc procurer Texeycice des droits qu'ils tiennent de la 
nature & qui sont consacres par les lois civilcs Sc politiques, 
ils ae sont rcunis sur la nioiitagnc de la Charbonnibre, ( ils 
ont pris les armes^ la 31 AoAt dernier, pour se mettre dans le 
cas d^une juste defense. 

Querenvie d'operen^t reunion de« thus les citoyens indis- 
tinctement leur fait accueillir fayorabtement la deputation de 
MM. les commissaires Wanes tie la gardte Rationale du Port- 
au-Prince 5 ' qu’ils voyent aVec une satisfi^ctibn difficile ex- 
primer le retour cle 8 '<jUoyetis Wanes atix vrais j)niicipes de la 
raison, do la justice, de rhumanit 6 &. de la saine politique, 
qii’ayant tout lieu de croite ^ la sinc 6 rit 6 de ce retour ils se 
reuniroht de coeiir, d^esprlt Sc d’intention aux cito}ens Wanes, 
pourvii <]ue la pr 6 cietise & saintte Sgalitb soit Ja base & le 
lesultat de toutes op 6 rations, .qu41 n’y ait entre-eux 8c les 
citoyens blancs, d’autre difference que uelle qu'entrainent 
necessairement le merite Si la vertu, & que la fraternite, la 
sinccritc, Tharmoni^, & la doncorde, cimentedt jamais les 
liens qui doivent tes attacher tcciproquemerit : en conse- 
quence, ils ont ' demand^, rex&:ation des articles suivans, 
auxquels les sus dits comtnissaifes Wanes ont repondu, ainsi 
t^u’il est mentionn 6 en la colonne particle a celle des de- 
uiandcs. ^ 


JOemandes des commissaire^ de la garde nationale des citoyens 
de couleur. 

Article premier. Les citoyens blancs feront cause com- 
mune UTCC les citoyens de couleur, & di^ntribueront de 
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loutep Icurs forces & de tous leurs niojens i rext cution lit- 
lerale de tons les points & articles des deeret*; & in^trurlioiis 
de Tassembl^e nationale, sanctiDnn6s pnr Je roi, iS. ce, 
restriction & sans sc permettrc aiicune. interpretation, con- 
lormement a ce (jui est present par J’assenibiee nationale fjiji 
defend (i’iijterj)r(^tor scs decrot?.— — Accepfe- 

II. Lcs citoyens blaiics prornettent & s'obli^^ent de lu* 
jamais s’opfioser directement ni indirectement ^ Tex^cution 
du decret du 15 Mai dernier, (pii cJllt'On n’est pas encore 
parvenu otriciellement dons cette colonie; de protester nii'me 
contre toutes protestations & rt^clamations contraires aux dis- 
positions du sus dit decret, ainsi qiie eOntre tontes adr6sses 
rasseinblcc nationale, au roi, auk qua,trQ-vingt-trois departe- 
iiicns & anx differentes chanibres de commerce de France, 
pour obtenir la revocation de cc decret bienfaisant.-— -Ac-' 
oeptc, 

III. Out demande les sus dits citoyens de couleur, la con- 
vocation prochainc I’ouverture, des asscnrblces priniaires 
$i colonialcs, par tous les citoyens. actifs* aux terfhes de Tar- 
ticle IV. (les instructions de Tassembl^e nationale, du 2^^ 
Mars 17D0.— ^ — Acceptc, 

IV. De d6puter directement irassemblee coloniale, & de 
nommer des deputes choisis parmi lcs citoyens de coiiieur, 
cpri aurbnt, comnie ceux'des citoyens blancs, voix consultative 
& delib«5rative.——— Accepts, 

V. Declarent r les sus dits citoyens Wanes & de coulcur 
protester contre toute xnunicipalite provisoire pu non, de 
m^me contre toutes assembles provinciales A colonialcsj 
les dites municipalites assemblies provinciales & coloniales 
n’6tant point formj^S sur le mode present par les decrcts & 
instructions des ? 4 Maw 1790.-'— ^Acceptf., 

VI. Demandeitt les citoyens de couleur qu’il soit re- 
connu par les citoyens Wanes, que leur organisation pr^sente, 
leurs operations r6centes & leur prise d^armes, n’ont eu pour 
but & pour motif, que leur s{lret6 individuellc, I’cx^culion 
des decrets de Tassembl^e iiationale> la rSclamation de leurs 
droits meconuqs Si viol& & le desir de parvenir par ce moycn 


( IIAV, 
iV. 
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\ \l .lie Ui^n<[uilhtr jMihliqiie, qu’oii consequence ils fioient rk- 
dares inciilpables pour les eveneinens qui ont resultc de 
.- 16 ^ cette prise cl*armeSj & qu’on ne puisse dans aucun cas exer'^er 
coiitrc-eux collectiveineut ou iiuUviduellemenL aucune action 
directe ou indirecte pour raison de ces monies e/eneniens, qii*;l 
boit en-outre recoanu que leur prise d'armes tiendra jasqu*au 
moment ou les d^cretb de rassemblee nationale seront pone- 
tuellemcat 8l formelleinent cx6cutes ^ qn*en cpnse(|uenco, ies 
amics, canons & munitions dc guerre enleves pendant les 
com bats qui ont cu lieu, vesteront en la possession de ceux 
qui ont eu le bonheur d’etre vainqufeurSj que cependant les 
pri&onincrs [si toute foie il cn est} soLeut r^mis cn libcrt‘‘ de 
pari & d’ autre. Accepte* 

VIL Dernandont lOvS dits citoyens de couleur qiie, eon- 
formetnent a la loi du 11 Ffevrier dernier & pour ne laLser 
iiueim doute sur la sinc^rite de la reunion pr^te k s’operer, 
toutes proscriptions cessetit & ^oient r6voquces ce mo- 
ment, que, toiites.les personnes proscrites, d^cr^tces, & cou- 
tre lescjuelks il serolt intervenu des jugernens ou condaili- 
nations quelconques pour raison des troubles survenus dans 
j.'i colonic depuis le commencement de la revolution, suieut 
tic suite rapeles & mis sous la protection sacr^e & imrivediate de 
tons les citoyons, qu6 reparation ^olemnellc & autlientique 
soil faite ;i leur iionneur, qu’il soil pourvu par des moyens 
conveuables, aux indemnites que n^»essitent leur exil, leurs 
proscriptions 5c les d^crets d^cern6s contre-euxj que toutes 
conliscations tie leurs bieris ^ientvyflevces & que ;?estitutioi* 
leur soil faite dc tous J0's objets qui leur ont 6te'en]ev6s, soil 
cn execution des j,ugemens 'prononc6s contre-eux, soil 
main arm^e. " Demandant que le pr6sent article soil strict e- 
ment & religieusemqnt ob^rve p«ir tous les citoyens du ves- 
sort du conseil superieur de Saint-Domingue, Sc sur-tout 3t 
I’cga^d des sicurs Poisson, Destnares, les frerCs Regnauld Sc 
iixitiisa compris au inline jugement que ceux-ci, tous les ha- 
, de In paroisse de la Croix-des- Bouquets, de nii^me qu'^ 

regard du sieur Jean-Baptiste la Pointe habitant de I’Arca- 
haye, cotUre Icquel il n’esfc intervenu un jugement severe 
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ijuc par lino suite dc ])ersecutions exercees conlre Ics f‘itoyen«i 
de coulcur, & qui prosorit par les cito\cns do Sa'iut-Marc 
& de rArcabaye, n’a pu so dispenser d’cfuployor line juste 
defense coutre quelfju’uu qiii voiiloit Tassa'^siner & qui fas- 
sassinoit en eitet; se resonant les citoyens de oouleiir do 
faire duns un autre rnoniont 8l^ ^vers qui il appardendra, 
toutes proto^Utions & leclatnations relatives aux jugemens 
prononccs eontre let. sieiirs Oger, Chavannes & aotres coin- 
pris dans les dits ju|»emens, regardant des h present les arrets 
prononces eontre Jes sus dits aieurs, par le conseii sup^riour 
du Cap, eomme inf^mes, <iignes d’etre voues h Texiciration 
conteuaporaine & future,- & conniie la cause fatale de tons 

les nialheiirs qui atlligent la province dtt nord. Acceptt-, 

♦*n ce qiii nous concerne. 

Vill. Qne le secret des lettres ik corresjwndance soit 
sacre Sc in^iola^Jle, conforni6tnent aux dccrets nationaux. — 
Accepte. 

IX. Libertd.de la presse, sauf la responsabilil6 dans le.*’ 
cas deternunes par la loi.—~- Accept^. 

X. Deiniuident en*outre ks citoyens de couleur, tpi’en 

attendant Vexc’Ution pouctuelle &^itterale des dtjcrets d<‘ 
rasseinblee nationale, & jusqu'au moment oil ils pourront se 
retirer dans leurs foyers. Messieurs les citoyens blancs de la 
garde nationale du Port-au-Prince s\»bligent de contribuer h 
rap]>n)vi3ionneiiient dc rarivee des citoyens <le couleur pen- 
dant tout le terns que durera son actfvit6 eontre les ennemis 
communs & du bien publiq, Sc de fnciliter la libre circulation 
des vivres daiis les dificrens quartiers de la partie de I’ouest, 
Accepts, , 

XI. Obsorvent en^outre les sus dits citoyens de couleur, 
qne la sinc6rit^ dont les cifoyens blancs. viebdent de leur 
donner une preuve authentique, ne leur permet paS de ganler 
Ic silence sur les^craintes dont ils sont agit^s; eii consequence 
ils dedareiit qu’ils ne perdront jamais de vue la reconnois- 
sance de tous droits & de ceux de leurs fr<ires des autres 
(juartiers > (lu’ils verroient avec beaucaup de peine & de 
douleur la reunion pr^te it s’opcrer aU Port-au-Prince Sc an- 


CHAP. 

VI. 
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CHAP. de la ddpcndancc S(.uirrtr des difficuUf;. dan 5 Ics au- 

^ tres cruiroits de la colonie, auciuel cas ils d^clarent quc rien 

p, o.y, : * 

all mondc ne sauroit les emp^cher de se r^unir A ceux des 
leurs qui par une suite des ancicns abus du regime colonial^ 
eprouveroient des obstacles ^ la reconnoissan ?e de leurs droits 
& par consequent h leiir feilic;t6. Accepte. 

Aprbs quoi rassemblee revenue b h place d*arnjes, la rtia- 
ticro mise eii d^lib6ration;» niArenoent examinee & discutee^ 
I’assemblee consid^rant qu’il est d’une necessity indispensable 
de inettre en usage tous les moyens qui peuvent contribuer 
uu bonhenr de tous les citoyens qui sont 6g:mx en droits. 

Que la r6union des citoyens de toutes les classes peut 
seiile ramener le calme & la tranquillite di necessaires h. la 
prosperity de cette colonie qui se t^ouve aujourd’hui rnenacee 
•des plus grands malheurs. ' / 

Que rexccution^^dnctuelle ficlittyrale de tous les articles 
des decrets & instructions de fassenibiy^ nationale sane- 
tionnes par le roi, p^Wt seule opiSrer cette r6union desirable 
s’ous quclque point de yuq qu’on Tenvisage, 

11 a etc arr^te, sav(ur|^ de la part des citoyens blancs, qu’ils 
acceptent t(ius ics articles insercs an present conc\)rdat. 

Et deJa part des citoyens de cd’uleur, (jue, vu I'accepta- 
tion de toUs les articles sans restriction ins6res an pr^irent 
concordat; ils sc r6unirorit & se r^unissent en effet cle coeur, 
d'esp^it & d’intention aux citoyens l^^ncs, pour ramener Ic 
calme & la tranquillite, 1^a^iller ,de7cpnwt I Texycii- 
tion ponctuelle dea de V^ssemblee sane- 
tionnys pkr le r6i, & pour erriployei* toutes leurs forces & tous 
leurs inoyen^ eont/^^^ Tennctni cojitnmyn.v * / 

A cty arri^ty par ||es$i^rs 1^ citoyens blancs*&. Messieurs 
ies citoyens de couleur, jque.<je,.joui: dc^ott yieindre toute 
esptii^ de haine & de divliddn entre les citoyens de la colonie 
erijig^nera},. Ics citoyens rd^ couleur du'Vort- an- Prince qui, 
une fausse pusil}apimity, n0 «e sont pas ryunis ^ leurs 
d’armes^ seront compria dans Taiunistie gyiierale; 
quc jamais uucun reproche ne leur sera fait de leur con- 
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iliiite; entenJant qu’ils ])articip<?nt ^galenieut. anx avantages CHAP 
que promct notre hcureuse reunion entre toutos lefs ])ersf)nnes 
Si tous les citoyens indistinctement. 

De plus, qne protection ^galc devoit t^tre accord^Se au sexc 
en general, les femmes & filler de conleiir en jouiront do 
mt^nie que los femmes &. lilies blanches, & qiie ni 6 mes pre- 
cautions & soins seront pris pour leur sflret^? respective. 

Arrl^te quc le present concordat sera*9ign6 par T^tat major 
de la garde nation ale du Portrau-l*rince. 

11 a kte arr 6 t 6 que le present conedrdat sera rendu public 
par la voie de Timpression, qim eopiea collation^eS d'y celui 
seront envoy^es il I’assem^l^e p^tionale,' aii roi, aux quatre- 
vingt-tniis ddpartemens, h toutes les ehambres de commerce 
de France, & k tous autres qu*il appartiendra. 

Arr.^te que mercredi prochain quatorze du present niois 
MM. les citoyens blancs du Port-au-Prince se r^uniront li 
Tarnidc do MM. les citoyeUs dc couleur en Ja paroisse de la 
Croix-dcs-IJouquets, qu*il sera chantc datis T^^glise de cette 
paroisse ti dix heures du matin un Te Deum en action de 
gr^lce de notre Jiieureuse reunion 5 . qm MM. des bataillons de 
Normandie Si <rArtoi9, et des corpSirArtillerie, de la marine 
royale & marchande, seront invites A 5 *y faire representcr par 
des deputations partiCtili^jres, que de hi^me les citoyens en 
general de la Croix -des-Bouquets, du Mirebalais Si autres en- 
droits circonvoisins seront invit^.s h a’y rendre, alin crunir 
leurs veeu^ aux ndtres pour le boriheur commun. 

^ri-putre que le concordat sera pass^ en 

triple tninuto^ doht la premi^W^ sei^ aux archives de 

la municipality future> hi seconde entre les mains des chefs 
del’armye des citoyens de couleUr, & la troisieme dans les 
archives de la garde nation^e du Port-au-Prince, 

Faite triple entr,e nous et dc bonne foi, le jour, mois Si an 
que dessus. Signt^ itc. 
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Duumrs de M, Hamot, prvsidenL den commissairea veprtse^tani^ 
les dtoyens blajtvs (hi Port-au-- Prince, (I MM. les cotfh.iis-- 
sair'cs rvprhentans I' arm^e des ciioyem de couLeur, 

Mkssieues, 

Nous voua ajjportons enfin des paroles de paix. Nous 
ne venons plus traiter avec vous; nous ne venous plus voiis 
accorder des demandesy nous vehou8> animes de 1' esprit de 
justice, reconnoitre authenliquemeht vos droits, vous engager 
a ne {ilus voir dans les citoyetis blatics que des amis, dcs 
fr^reSi auxquels la patrie en danger vous invite, vous sollicitc 
de vous r^unir pour liii porter un prompt seqours. 

Nous acceptons enti^rement 8l sans aueiine reserve, Ic 
concordat que vous nous proposez. Des circonstancc-s Jiinl- 
heureuses que vous connoisscz «'sans doute, nous ont fait 
h^siter un instant ; mats notre courage a franchi tons ie^ 
obstacles) nous avuns impose silence aux petits prejuges, an 
petit esprit de domination. 

Que lejour oil le dambeaii de la raison nous eclaire tons, 
soit ^jamais memorable ! qu'il soil un jour d’oubli pour tour< s 
les erreurs> de pardon pour toutes les injures, & ne dispu^on:. 
desormais que d'amour &. de zele pour le bien de la cliobt 
publique. 


CRAP. 

VL 

}i. 


CHAP. 

V. 



chap; V. p. 60. 

• ‘ mV . 

Mauduit started bc^kf 9(C,^while fiht a single hand was bjied 
up in his d^ence* 


In this last particular I. was i^iginformed, and rejoice that 
i hav^^n opportunity of correeting my mistake. The foE 
detail of that bloody transaction has been transmitted 
tqi fne from M. Domingo since ihe'first sheets were printed: 

Les grenadiers dii regiment .de Mauduit, & d^autres voix 
parties de la foule, demandent que le Colonel fasse r^para- 
tion h la garde nationale. On c;tige qu’ir fasse des excuses 
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ynur 1‘insnlte qiril lui fuite, 11 prononce les excuses <511*00 CIIAI', 
hii deinande j st\s f::renadicr3 ne sont points siitisfaits, ils veu- 
lent quMl Ics fasse h. genouk.. Une riHn,'ur terrible se f.ut 
entendre: cc fut alor^ tpie plusicurs citoyens, wiewt,* de ceux 
qiie Maiiduil avoit le plus vex6^ fendent la foule^ et cherchoaf 
^ le soustraire an mouvement cjui se prdparoit. On a va 
dans ce moment le brave lieaiisolcil, apn'-s avoir cte attoint 
d’un coup de feu a TatTaire dii 99 au 30 Juillet, et defen- 
dant le comite {sea Page 34,) recevoir un coup de sabre en 
protegeant les jours de Maiiduic. On pent rendre justici! 
aiissi ^ deux olKciers de Mauduit : Galeseau et Germain 
n’-tyant pas abandonn^ lent Colonel jus(pi’au dernier mo- 
'j mais Tindignation des soldals 6toit h, son comble, ct 
,1 ii'etoit plus temps. 

Mauduit pres»6 par ses grenadiers de s^agenouiller 
pour demander pardon h la garde natidnale, et refusant cori- 
staniment de s’y soumettre, regut un coup de sabre h, la 
figure, qui le terrassa ; un autre grenadier lui coopa ^ Tin- 
iitaiit la t$te, qui fut portae au bout d'?me hayonette. Alors le 
ressentiment dc45 soldats et matelots livrfe k eux m^mes^ 
n'eut plus de homes.: ils se transportcrent chez Mauduit, 
oil ils trainaireiit son corps, tout y fut bris6, rompu, meubles , 

3rc. on decarela uidine la maison, &c. &c. 

CHAT. X. p, 151. CH \}> 

• ' X. 

They declared by proclamation all inanr\,er of slavery aho- 
lished. Ho.' — ^I'his proceeding was ratified in February, fol- 
lowed by the Rational Convention in a Decree, of which 
follows a Copy. . ' . 

Decsst de la Convention Nationale^ du 10 Jour de 5 Feb. 
Pluvldse an second de la RepubUque Frangoisc, 
une et indivisible. . ‘ 

La Convention NationaJe d6clare que resclavoge des 
Nrgres dan^ toutes les Cidonies cst abolii en consequence 
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CliAr, tiecrete quc tous les hoiiiiacs, s:ins distinctiou dc coulcur, 
^ domicili6s daus los Colonies, sont citoyens Francois, et joui- 
font (le tous les droits assures par la constitution. 

Ellc rcnvoie au cuinite de salut public, pour lui fairo in- 
cessarueiit un rapport sur les mesurcs A pendre jiour asMucr 
I’cxccution <lu present d^cret. 

Vis^ par les inspecteurs. 

Auger, 

Cordier, 

. ” # S. E. Monuel. 

Collation tie h. rorigiiittl, par nous president et secretaires 
(ie la Convention Nationale, ^ Paris le 22 Germinal, an ,se- 
cond de la R^publique Frangoise une et indivisible. Signe, 
Amar, Pr<?sidenL A. M. Baudot. Monnot. Ch. Potticr, ct 
P^ssard, Seerdtaifes. 

As most of the French islands fell into possession of the 
English soon after this extraordinary decree was promul- 
gated, the only place where it was attempted to be enforced 
was in the southern province of St. Domingo, and the mode 
of enforcing it, as 1 have heard, was as singular as tlie de- 
cree itself. The negroes of the’ several plantations were called 
together, and informed that they were all a fret people, and a« 
liberty to quit the service of thejr masters whenever they 
thoughf proper. They were told, however, at the same time, 
that as the Republic wanted soldiers, and the state alio we* 
no man to be idle^ soeU of themes left their masters would 
b(‘ compelled, to enlist, in oue^or other of the black regiments 
tlieii forming* At first many of the negrqes accepmd the 
.alternative, and enlisted accordingly j but the reports they 
.soon gave of the rigid disdplinoaiid hard fare to which they 
were subject, operated in a surprising manner on the rest, in 
keepingH^them more than usually quiet and industrious, and 
they n^ested that no change might be made in their con- 



ANJ) ILLUSTRATION'S. 


< lur. 

CUARX p 153 

■I 1 >.j. 

Of iht revolted hu^rot* in il^e not thti n ])rovu?ri ^ fu>i / iuk^ 
peualied of dt-ieusc and famine, 

Fpom the^dat numUtr oF negroes th »f h ul hillen in b.itlio, 
dinl the gie.iter number that pcrii^hetl from the fancies 
ahove-moiitione<J, it mjs computed hi the year \7^-^ that 
this elms of people at that period had sustamed a diimniillou 
of more than one hundred thousatidr {ReJi€'iiofi& swr la Co- 
limte, Sfc, tom 2. p. 217 ) Since that time tire moitahty has 
been atill yiiore rapid, and, including the loss of whitpc, by 
sickness and emigration, J do not believe that St. Domingo 
at this juncture (June 1796) contalua more than two-fifths of 
the whole number of inhabitants (white and bhick) which it 
possessed in the beginning of 1791.— ••According to this eaten* 
lation, upwardSi of 300,000 huniati beings have miseJtn&ly 
peiibhed in this devoted cpnntry within the last six years ♦ 


1 

CHAP. XL p. ISO. 


The sa7ne fate awaited ^LxeuiendnUColonel Markham, 


CH\?. 

XL 

P 1S('. 


J CAKMOT deriy myself the melancholy satisfaction of pre* 
terving in this work the following honourable tribute to the 
memory of this amiable officer, which was given out m gene- 
ral orders after his death by the Coniiti^der-in-Chlef 


Head^ Quarters, March 28, 1795, 

Brigadkf^ General Horncck begs the ofljic^rfl, non-com- 
missioned officers, and privates of the detacihment, which on 
the 2Ct]i inst. proceeded under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Markham on a party of observation, to receive his 
icry sihccie thanks fot their gallant behaviour at the attack 
of the en. inv*<? advanced pj&t, taking their colour*, .md c-in- 
nop, .)n(’ dc'^rroying their stores 



MO ADDITIONAL N()JT>, 

C.iiAP. same time he cannot suflidently (‘xpress his iVel- 

lilies on the late alllictin^ loss that has been sustained in 
Lieutenant-Colonel Markham, who, equally excellent ami 
meritorious as an olhcer anti a man/ lived universally r - 
vSpocted and beloved, and died leaving a in ‘^iit example* 
military, social, and private virtue. 

The Brigadier-General hkewise requests Captains Martin 
and Wilkinson, of the Royal Navy, to receive his acknow- 
ledgments and thanks for the jii^iportant assii^tance they liave 
aflbnletl j not only on this occasion alone, but on every other, 
wherein his Majesty’s service has required tlieir co-t^jeralion. 
lie also begs Captain Martin to do him the favoqr to impart 
the like acknowledgments to the officers of the Royal N;o y 
aiid to the respective ships' companies under his coiniiMml 
for the zeal and good conduct they have shewn wIumkwl- 
eniplpyed. 
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CHAPTER xm. 


On Sunday, October 30, 179I» Sir William Young chap 
rmbarked in the ship Delaford at Spitbcad, which 
siilod the same evening, and after a pleasant voy- 
age of thirty-eight days, came in sight of the island 
of Barbadoes. Here then the Tour may be said ' 
to commence ; and- the following extracts are, by 
favour of Sir William Young, transcribed lite- 
rally from a rough journal, in which be entered ^ 
fcuch observations as occurred to him from the im- 
picbsionss of the moment. They may be considered 
theu'fore aa a picture drawn from the life; and 
the reader must be a bad Judge of human nature, 
and have a very indifferent taste, who does not 
perceive that it is faithfully drawn, and by the 
hand of a master. — Tor the few notes at foot I am 
rtccountable. 


• Tue.'tdayf December 6.— Early in the morning 
Barbadoes appeared io %ight, bearing on the star- 
board bow W. N. W. At two o’clock P. M. the . 
passengere landed in the six-oared pinnace. We 
went to a noted tavern, formerly Rachel’s, now 
kept by. Nancy Clark, a mulatto tvotfian^ where I ’ 
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lAi 

first lasted avocado-pear, a niawLisli fruit*. 
VV'alJiiag about the streets of Bridge-'i'own, iny 
iiii!«do<**. ijuprcssions gave me far from a disagreeable sen- 
sation as to the negroes. U'he town is extensive, 
and seems crowded witlt people, mostly negroes ; 
but ’ the negroes, with few exceptions, seemed 
dressed in a 'style much above even our common 
artizans, the women especially, and there was 
such a swagger of 'importance in the gait of those 
(and many there were) who had gold ear-rings 
and necklaces, that I told my friend Mr. O., on 
his pressing me for my opinion of what struck 
me on first landing in the West Indies, That the 
negro women seemed to me the proudest mortals J 
had eoer soai. A Guinea ship was tlien in the 
harbour, and had lain there for some time ; but 
none of the disgusting sights of ulcerated and de- 
serted seaman appeai'ed in the streets. Nor did I 
see any thing relative to the conduct of the slaves 
that implied the situation of abject acquiescence, 
and dread of cruel superiority, attributed to them 
in Great Britain. Many pressed their services (>n 
our first landing ; and some first begged, and Uicn 
Joked with us in the style pf a J}avus of Terence, 
with great freedom ofjspst^ch and some humour. 
I had a higher opinion of ^eir mjpds, and a better 

opinion of thwr masters- aijd governnjent, than 

* \ 

♦ is no disputing' about tastes. In Jc^maica this fruit 

is v^ry highly esteemed by all classes of people. It is usually 
eaten with pepper and salt, and Ims something of the fla\ our of 
Jerm^lem artiqhok^^ but is richer and more delicate, i t is 
Ipmetimes nianow^ ^nd >t is remarkahje that 

bothgranivoi*ou» andcariiivorcjus^ eat it with relish. 
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before I set my foot on shore. — Such arc my first cnAi*; 
impressions, vi'ritten this evening on returning 
aboard; furthermore, the' squares or broader 
streets are crowded with negroes ; tlieir wrangles 
and conversation forcibly struck me, as analogous 
to wliat might have been looked for from the 
slaves in the Forum of Rome. Said a negro boy 
about twelve years of age to a yoOng mulatto : 

You damn my soul ? 1 wish you were older and 
bigger, I would make you change some blows u ith 
me. — Upon my honour! said 'an old riegro. — I'll 
bet you tijoe, (Johannes) answered another, who 
had nothing but canvass tt;owscrs on. I gave him 
no credit for possessing a srx-atnd-thirty shilling 
piece, but I gave him full credit for a language 
which ' characterises a presumption of self-import- 
ance. Perhaps, however, liberty of speech is 
more freely allowed, where licence can most 
promptly be suppressed. The lib(g-ti of the Ro- 
man Emperors; as we find in Tacitus, and the 
domestic slaves of /.he Roman people, as we de- 
duce from scenes.' of TlautUs and Terence, some- 
times talked a language, and took liberties, , with 
their lords attd masters, which in free servants and. 
citizens wotild’ hot have been allOw'cd. Liberty of 
the press is a ph|bf of political freedom, but liberty 
of tongiip, is rather a probf of individual slavery. 

The feast of tlje Saturnalia allowed to slaves frec- 
dopj of speech for the day, without control. In 
iny estimate orf human nature, I should say that 
such freedom could not be used but moderately 
imleed for, the' slave kneW, that if he abused bis 
power bh the Thursday, die masterrhight abuse hu 
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cHjr. power oYi the Friday. Ills best security was on 
tiiose days, when every word might be forbidden, 
j irbadoes jjjjj therefore eveiy word might be forgotten, or 
fbrgivep. In qualification of ‘all inference from 
my first view of negroes I should observe, that 
• they were town negroes, many of them probably 
fret negroes, and many, or most of them, if not 
all, domestic or house negroes. One small coun- 
try cart, drawn by twelve oxen, and with three 
carters, gave me no favourable idea of the owner’s 
feeding of either beasts or men. But accounts 
of distress, and objects of distress in the streets, 
arc exaggerations. I saw as little of either as in 
any market town in F.ngland. 

At six in the evening we returned on board ; 
Captain and Mrs. W. of the (lOth regiment, and 
their little girl, joining us on the passage to St. Vin- 
cent’s, for which island we immediately bore away. 

Barbadoes is an island rising with gentle ascent 
to the interior parts, called the Highlands of Scot- 
land, As we sailed along the^coast from East to 
West, it appeared wonderfully inhabited ; dotted 
with houses as thick a$ on the declivities in the 
neighbourhood of London but with no 

- woods, and with very few trefe, even on the summits 
of the hills two or three straggling cocoas near 
each dwelling-house weie all the trees to be seen. 

St, Viment, fTednc^tf, Decefhher 7* — At day-break, St. 
Vincent's Si si^t. At 3 P. M. the ship capie to 
M anchor in Nanton’s Harbour, off Calliaqua- 
PIr. If. came immediately on boud, and in half an 
hour went on sbote jn the pinnace ; horses 



WINDWARD 1SLA^U^ 


were ready to carry us u|i to the villa, oi tnansio'v- 
house of my estate, distaut about half a lu.lc. A 
number of my negroes" met us on the lotid, and si t/ <' j 
stopped my Irorsc, and I had to shake hands 'sith 
every individual of them. Their joy was cxpiess- 
ed in the. roost lively manner, and thcic was fn 
ease and familiarity in their address, which iai- 
plied no habits of ajrpi’chcnsioh or restraint ; tlie 
circumstance does the highest honour to my. 
brotlier-in-law, Mr, H. who has'liie roan.igemtiit 
of them- On my arriving at my house, I had a 
succession* of visitors. The old negro nurse 
brought the grass gang, of twenty or thirty chil- 
dren, from five to ten years old, looking as well 
and lively as possible. The old people came one 
by one to have some chat with 3'laissa (Master), 
and among the rest ‘ OVawj/ * Sarah : ’ who is a 
curiosity. Sire w'as bom in Africa, and had a child 
before she was carried from thence to Antigua. 

Whilst in Antigua she refoembers ‘perfectly wdl 
the rejoicing on tbe’^JBa<?rals (white men’s) being 
let out of goal, who had killed Oovernor Paik. 


Now this happened on the death of Queen Anne, 
in 1713-41. wfejeU give?, to Christmas 1791-^2, 

' 'Years 

Add twp yeari^in Antigua’?dr> 

|»S88gC, ^ ■ J. - * - 2 

^lipl^sehef toheve had a chUd^ 

^'at fourteen, and to have> ... - 15 

so^d ttio y^r after ' j ' 

The CIcaSt ^rdba^ie age'.t^^ i' 

Granny Sarah iS" ‘ S - - - . > 

and she is the heartiest old woman I ever 


*(jMn!in othe'* 
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She danced at a negro-ball last Christmas; and 
I am to be her partner, and dance with her next 
St,Aviceut. Christmas. She has a garden, or provision- 
ground, to herself, in which, with a great-grand- 
child, about six years old, she noiko some houis 
every day, and is thereby rich. She hath been 
exempted from all labour, except on her own ac- 
count, for many years. • 

The villa at Calliaqua is an excellent house for 
the climate : it hath ten large bed-chambers, and 
it accommodated all our' party from the ship with 
great ease. 

Thursday f December 8. — This morning I rode 
over the estate, which seems in the most flourish- 
ing condition : the negroes seem under a must 
mild discipline, and are a very cheerful people. 
This day again I had repeated visits from my black 
friends : Granny Sarah was with me at least half a 
dozen times, telling me, you, Massa ; 

?/or)' me go die*!” (I behold you, my Muster; 
now let me die ! ) 

k Friday, December — -We mounted our 
lior&es at one o’clock to ride to Kingston, where 
a negro boy had carried^our ^lo^e|r,i(i^'dress ; the 

r r ^ 

• This is a stroke of nature. TheeijgiftofherniaSter wasa 
blesstng to Old^Sarah ifeypUd all expaotadon ; and not having 
any thia^farlh 0 ^|O bj^elfer in life^'she desires to be released 
from the burtken, of exlstehc". *A similar circumstance oc-^ 
eurred ti^nysdf fn^amaica/ buthamaa natur&is the s^m,ela 
all couples anil'agas. — itod Joseph made ready his chiwiqi, 

<• and ^nt up to meet father, toGoshen 5 ^hd pre- 

•' seated himself dntn him t. and he fell on his nedt, and wept 
“ on his neck a good while.— ^And IsraH said unto Jos^h, Now 
" let He die, ilnce I have teen thifj^ce," ftC.— Genesis, chap. 46. 
V.30. SO. “I -' ’ • 
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distance is about three miles of very hillv roAd. I chap. 
particularly noticed every negio whom I met or ! 
overtook on the road . of tliese I counted eleven,®^ Miacm. 
who veere dressed as field negrofes, with only 
trowseis on; and adverting to the evidence on the 
Slave IVadc, I particularly i^maiked that not one 
of the eleven had a single mark or scar of tlie 
whip. We met or overtook a great many other 
negroes, but they were dreSsed. Passing through 
Mr. Gnealheed’s large estate, I observed in the 
gang ope well-looking negro woman, who had t'ao 
or three wheals on her shoulders, which Seemed 
the efFept of an old punishment*. 

A ftee mulatto woman, named Burton, came 
this day to complain before Mr, H. of her negro 
slave, a lad of about seventeen. The boy was 
confronted, and seemed in truth a bad subject, 

’ having absented himself the three last days. 'J'he 
• only threat the wonian used to her slave, was that 
she would sell him. Mr. H. advised her to do 'it; 
and it ended in ordering the boy to look but him- 
sdf for a master who would purchase him. ’ 

Kingston is^ i atnall and scatteied, but very 
neat and wleB-btliHf''lowb. WO dressed omselvcs 
there, and ’pfoceetied aj three to the government 
house, ^ouit a mile up the country. It is a^ood 

« ^ 'In the Wesi lAiiles tbh punishment of whippingis com- 

mnnfy inOii;ted,not on the Antics of the negroes^ (as practised in 
the discipline of the British soldiers) Wt more humanel), and 
with much lessdanger, (mparU$ postmores, It is therefore no 
proof that the negroes'whomtJirWilUatti Young insprctid had 
escaped iiageUation.hecsMSethrirshoalifen bore no iin]ir(-ssio'i 
of tile whip. This acknowledgment jif'tiwe to truth and can. 
dour. 
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CHAP, bouie, hired from tlie Alexander estate. The go- 
vernor give me a most polite reception. Riding 
St Vinc«rt. home, I had the company and conversation of Mr. 
L. speaker of the assembly, who told me that a 
new slave act was prepared, and under considera- 
tion ot the legislature, which he himself had 
drawn up; and, above all, had studied to frame 
such clauses and provisions as might ensure the 
execution and full effect of the law in, favour of 
the negroes . — Nous verrom . — We bad likewise 
Some talk on the subject of building a church at 
Kingston . he said, if moved in the assembly, he 
had not a doubt of unanimity. I promised, in 
addition to my quota of tax for such purpose, to 
"subscribe .^1200 towards ornamental architecture 
or additional expence, which the conservatois of 
the public purse might not think, themselves war- 
ranted to admit in their plan and estimate; be 
pToiiu^ed to set the business on foot. 

*£>aiurJat/y December 10.— -This day (as usual) 
a half holiday from twelve o'clock for the negroes. 

Friday, December Iff.— -I'hree Guinea ships 
being in the harbour, full of slaves from Africa, I 
testified a wish to vwit_^the^ship3 previous ter, the'" 
sale. I would ..jiaj% visaed them^ jwivately and 
uiiexpe^:tedly,.j.but ft vias not pwcti^le^, ICvery 
Was prepared for our vUlt, as.^th 0 *|ekek'Oh- , 
serving eye niigbti. have distmvi^Eed i in. paftic^^ ' 
I was disgusted v^ith a jumping or dabc- 

ic\g‘of the negroes qn the dqck,,w^ich some, and 
haps many ^of tbepi, did voluntaijly,. hut sopie 
undei force or cqn^ol ; for I a saHor, mpre 
than once, catch ^se,^ig|dely by, (be firm who<bad ‘ 
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ceased dancing, and by gesture menace them to 
repeat their motion, to dap tbeii hands, and shout 
thdr song of Yah! Yah! which I undei stood 
mean “Fiicnds.” — Independent of this, and when 
1 insisted on the dance being stopped, I must, say 
that the people, with exception to one single wo- 
man (perhaps ill) seemed under no apprehensions, 
and were cheerful for the most part, and all anxi- 
ous to go ashore, being fully apprised of what 
wbuld be their situation and employment, when 
landed, by some of their countrymen, who were 
permitted to visit them from the plantations for 
that purpose. ^ 

Never were there ships or cargoes better suited 
for the ground of general observation ; for the 
ships came from distant districts, and with people 
of different nations on board ; the Pilgrim of 
Bristol, with 370 Ebocs from Bonny. The Eohjs 
of Liverpool, with 300 Windward negrbes from 
Bassa. The Atme of Idverpool, with 210 Gold 
Coast negroes from Whydah. 

■ The Pilgrim (Taylor, commander) was in the 
best possible ordef ; she was six feet in height be- 
'tween decks, without shelves or double tier in the 
men’s apartment^ add as clean as a Dutch cabinet. 
We visited cvejy part of the ship; in the hospital 
fliere was not one sick, and the slaves mustered on 
the deck, were to all appearance, and uniformly, 
not Only with dean skins, but with their eyes 
' bright, and every mark of health. This Captain 
Taylor must be among the best sort of men in 
’such an employment J havifi^in three voyages, 
and with full cargoes) lost on the whole but eight 
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seaiuan. In general, I should 
give a favourable account too of the Eolus, but 
5>t. \ 1 , cetjt. jjjg Pilgrim had not a scent that would offend, 
and was indeed sweeter than I should have sup- 
pose}! possible, in a crowd of any jieople of the 
■ same number, in any climate. One circumstance 
in all the three was paitieularly striking, in rela- 
tion to tlie evidence on the Slave Trade r A full 
half of either cargo consisted of children (and ge- 
nerally as fine children as I ever saw) from six to 
fourteen years of age ; and, on inquiry, I found 
but very few indeed of these were connected with 
the grown people on board. I could not but sup- 
pose, then, that these little folks were stolen from 
their parents, and perhaps (in some instances) sold 
by their parents*. I again remark, that these 
slaves weie fiom Bonny and from Bassa. 

The Anne was from the Gold Coast, a small 
\cs^el, scarcely clean, disagreeably offensive in 
smell, with only three feet six inches between the 
mam decks, yrt apparently witli no sick on board. 
These Gold Coast negroes were in themselves a 

* Nothing* IS more common in all parts of Africai than the 
circumstance of parentsoffreecoridltion selling; their childrc*n 
in times of scartity, wiiich freit]uetil!y happen, for a supply of 
food.^ Mr. J^ark has reconied many instances of it among the 
MaiS^ingoes, "(%i(le his Travels, p. 2^8, and again, p. 2D5.) 

Perhaps by a philosophic ^lul reflecting mind (observes Me. 
rark)^eath itself would'Scarctiy be considered as a greater ca^* 
lamify than slavery ; but the poor negro, lyhen famting^ith 
huo|;er, exclaims, like Ksau of old, Beh<ild I am at thepc\)il tu * 
Hie, and what pr<^ $h^alil this birthright do to me ^ These are 
drcikdful evils ; ordained, without doubt, for wiseafld good pui'* 
looses, but, concerning the causes of them, human wisdom is 
(Roomed toaijience.'* 
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worse looking people, but they bore too a sickly 
complexion and heaviness of mien and mind whidli 
the others did not ; and it was remarkable in the 
contrast of the cargoes, that among the last there 
was not even a common proportion of children or 
young people : I should suppose not above 20 iu 
the 210. 

Mr. B. of the Custom House, told me that at 
St. Vincent’s mo're certificates for bounties \verp 
given than at all the other islands, and that the 
reason was, because it was situated next to Bar- 
badoes, the most windward of the islands, and the 
Guinea ships arriving thus far in health, the mas- 
ters, to avail themselves of the parliamentary 
bounty, took' up their certificates before proceed-, 
ing on to Jamaica or elsewhere, inasmuch as every 
day, at the close of a long voyage, might be mark- 
ed by disease or deatli, and thus eventually pre- 
clude them from the benefit, of the law. This 
should be rectified. 

Mr. B. allowed, in conversation witli me, that 
the regulations of tonnage proportioncjd to iiuin- 
hers, on which- such outcry had been raised, hatl 
ultimately proved advantageous to the trader, as 
well as to the poor slave. Tlje preservation of, the 
slaves had well ; and fully repaid ’ for the dimiriii- 
tioh^n freight. ' ^ 

^t4^daj^yj)ecendfet\ 17. this, morning 
s\U my. negi oest were mustered at the works, and 
bad ten. barrels of lienings distributed among 
theM : afterwards, siich of tlie wofrion ds had reared 
children, caii)e to thpf villa, and; each received, as a 
pre.seiit,. five yards oif fiijc cotton, a,l 2.?. 6d. per 
yard, of the gayest patjern, to make a petticoat. 
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^xuK Sunday, 18. — Mr. IJ. read prayers to a congre- 
^tion of ray negroes. 

\4.K.(ait. Xucsday, 20. — Went to Kingston to attend the 
sale of the Eboe, Windward and Gold Coast 
• slaves, in all 880. T^he slaves were seated on the 
floor in two large galleries, divided into lots of ten 
each. Those purchasers who, by previous ap- 
plication, had gained a title of pio-emption, (for 
there was a demand for three tiroes the number im- 
ported) drew for the lots in succession, until each 
had his number agreed for. Tn lotting the slaves 
some broken numbers occurred, and a little lot of 
four (two gprls and two boys) of aixmt twelve 
years old, were purchased for me. The slaves did 
not seem under any apprdiension, nor did they ex- 
press any uneasiness with exception to the Gold 
Coast negroes, who gave many a look of sullen 
displeasure. Returning home in the evening, I 

found my four little folks in old Mrs. H 's 

room, where they eat a hearty supper, had some, 
of their country folks got round them, and went to 
sleep'^ as much at their ease as if born in the 
country. These children w'ere unconnected with 
any on boaid the ship. The gifjis were remark- 
ably straight, and with Ifeatui'es than negroc,. 
ordinarily have. They had each a bead necklace, 
andi^aU cottop, petticoat th^V eoonb-y make, 
and'miLW I think havp_ be«^ kidnapped or stoleflr^ 
from 0feir parents. I eaonot think that any^ pa- 
rents would haVe sold such children. • • 

, Friday, 2S.— This mopwng I passed anhour or , 
more observing the proQpss of sugar-making in 
the boiling house. Of the bwt cane-juice, a gal- 

•y 
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Ion of liquor gives one lb. of sugar ; of the mid- chap. 
dling-rich, 20 gallons give 16 lbs.; of the watery 
canes, S4 gallons give 16 lbs. st, 

This afternoon Anselm, chief of the Charaibes 
in the quarter of Morne-Young, and Brunau, 
chief of Grand Sable, at the head of about twenty, 

, came into the parlour after dinner, and laid a don 
(VamitH at my feet of Charaibe baskets, and of 
fowls and pine apples. We treated them with 
uhie, and afterwards about a dozen of their ladies 
were introduced, who preferred rum. I had much 
courteous conversation with Anselm, accepted a 
basket, and a couple of pines, and bought some 
baskets of the other Charaibes. They were all in- 
\ited to slefep on the estate, and a keg qf rum was 
ordered in return for Anselm’s present, and for 
Brunau's, &c. 

La r.iMC, one of the chiefs who had signed the 
treaty in 177^, and a dozen others, had before vi- 
sited me at different times, but this was a forintd 
address of ceremony, and all in their best attiii', 
that is, the men, and perhap^s the women too, for 
though they had no clothes, saving a petticoat re- 
sembling two children’s fjocket handkerchiefs sew- 
ed at the corners, and lunging one before and one 
behind, yet they had their faces painted red, pins 
through their under libs, and bracelets ; and a^ut 
their ancles strings of leather and beads. 

December S5. — About ten in the forenoon the 
negroes of my estate, both men and women, ex- 
ceedingly well dressed, came to wish us a merry 
Christmas : soon after came two negro lidlei-s and 
a taniborinc, when we had an httUr’s dancing, and 
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c^^r. carpenter J^ckj witb ^Phillis, danced an excellent 
tnlnuet, and then foui^^f them a dance njd| 
it. \ intent, a Scotch Tcel. After distiibuting ainong 

them different Cliristmas boxes, to the number of 
ajfejput fifty, we attended prayers in a large room '■ 
myself read select parts of the^ servicoj, and Mr. 
H— — closed our chureh attendant with a ehaiir 
ter from our Saviours sermon on tl^? moapty. 
a dialogue of praetical Cbristiapity on thoj heads 
of resignal^n towards God, and peace towards 
men. This day, and almost every day» I had 
mi^y (^haraibu visitors tendering presents. I laid 
a rule to receive no presents bob from the 
'c]&ipfs, for the person presenting expects doobie 
the in return, and the Charaibes a|« too nu' 
inerous for* a general dealing on such terms, either ^ 
with yifews to privacy or economy. I should not 
omit that yesterday morning the chiefs, Anselijsj- 
and Brunau, who bad visited me the evening be<« 
fore, came to see me, and politely having observe^ 
that they w'Ould not intermin^e, in their first visH 
of, congratulation, on my coming to St. Vint^iitVi, 
any letter of another nature, prbeaeded to de«.^^ 
mand fuelks mwoelles dc la France, an^ then ^uellee 
de I'Aagleterre rn#,j|has proceeded gra- < 
duaiiy to open the tend^c/ j^/tbo-.q»*e8tion,' aa' 
rel^og to, the designs of , goi^pment ..touchir^ 
tljeiis^lves. It sepnis^" thsi| jjsomp persons' pjE, thiij 
colony, travelling into.' tUek, country, and loolnn]^ 
over (he^ delightful plains 6f Grand ^ble from 
'Morne Ybung, had exclajmed, “ ^kat-a pUy thm 
country yet belongs to thy, saaiage Ck0ra0^\l^ and ^ 
this kind of language* fepeat<^ among th]^, had ' 
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awakened jealousies and apprehension'^, and some chap 
iVench discontented fugitives from Martinico and 
elsewhere had (as bad been heau! from tlie Cha- \ 
raibes at Kingston) given a rumour that I wa' 

•'ome out with some project for dispossessing lliem 
by the English governtncnt. To remove these* 
icalousies, I told them, ‘ That private a man as 1 
was, and come merely to look at my estate, and 
settle my private affairs, I nould ’.enturc, on per- 
sonal knowledge of the minister, and character of 
oiir common king, and unalterable principles of 
our government, to assure them, that whilst they 
continued their allegiance, and adhered to tlie terms 
of the treaty of 1773, no one dare touch their lands, 
and that Grand Sable was as safe to them as was 
Calliaqua to me : it was treason to supj)ose that 
the king would not keep his woid, according to 
the conditions of that treaty ; and if any subjects 
«’entured to trespass on them, they would, on pro- 
per representations, be punished. For in\self, I 
assumed a mien of anger, that they should forget 
their national principle in exception of me. If 
friendships and enmities descended from tathei to 
son, they most know me for their steadiest friend, 
and incapable of any injustice towards them.’ 

They seemed very much pleased witli this sort of 
language, and assured me of their strongest re- 
gard ,and confidence, and would hear no more 
lies or tales to the prejudice of myself, or of tiu- 
designs of government. ^I hcy invited me to come 
and taste their hospitality, and I promised to do 
so, and we parted as I could wish — tlie best fiiend^ 
in the world. 


vor.. iH. 
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Decemhct' 9.G . — This was a day of (Jhrislinas 

w-w gambols. In the morning we rode nut, and in the 
S(. \ /iicfjit. Qf Calliaqua saw many negroes attending 

liigh ma.ss at the popish chapel. I'lie town was 
like a ver} gay fair, willi booths, fuiiiished with 
every thing good to eat and fine to wear. 'I'lie 
negroes (with a very few exceptions) were all 
dressed in pattern cottons and muslins, and the 
joung girls with petticoat on petticoat; and all 
liad handkerchiefs, put on with fancy and taste, 
alx>ut their heads. Returning to the villa, wc 
were greeted by a party which frightened the boys. 
It was the Molo Jutnho and his suite*. The 
Jumbo was on stilts, with a head, mounted on the 
actor’vS head, which was concealed : the mn-^ic 
was from two baskets, like strawberry baskets, 
with little hells within, .shook in time. 1 he 
swordsman danced with an air of menace, the 
i.msician wa.s comical, and Jumbo assumed the 
“ antic terrible,” and was vciy active on his stilts. 
We had a large company to dinner; and in the 
evening I opened the ball in the great court, with 
a minuet, with black Phillis, Granny Sarah being 
indisposed ; our music consisted of two excellent 
fiddles, Johnuif ajid Ftslur^ fi'om my Pembroke 
estate, and Graudisott, tamborin of the villa: 
there stood up about eighteen couple ; the incii 
negroes were dresSed in the highest beauism, with 
muslin frills, high capes, and wdiite liats ; and one 
beau bad a large fan. The negro girls were all 
diesscd gay and fihe, with handkerchiefs folded 

^ * M'ithout doubt the A7Mm^;o of the Mandengoes. — 

Vi(l |5 JPark’s Tra\eb^ c. p. 39. 
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tastclullv about their heads, and cold eai-riiiirs riiiP.- 
/ and necklaces : the girls were nearly all licld ne- 
' "groes ; there arc but lour female slaves, as duines- ' 
tics in the villa. In England, no idea of ‘‘jolly 
Christinas’’ can be imagined, in comparison nitli 
the three days of Christmas in St. \"incent’s. In 
every place is seen a gaiety of colours and dress, 
and a corresponding gaiety of mind and spirits ; 
fun and finery are general. This moincnt a new 
party of musicians are arrived uith an African 
Biilafo, an instrument composed of pieces of hard 
uood of different diameters, laid on a low over 
a sort of box : they beat on one or the other so 
as to strike out a good musical tune. Tliey play- 
ed two or three African tunes ; and about a 
dozen girls, hearing the .sound, (Miue from the 
huts to the great court, and began a cm ions and 
most lascivious dance, with much grace a.s well a^ 
action ; oi' the last plenty in truth. 

Swtdaii, Jamary 1, 1792- — Rode over to my 
Pembroke estate in the valley of Rnccaincnt, 
about six miles distant, to the leeward of King 
ston. ’riie road is over the mo‘<t lugged and 
towering hills, with occasional piccipices of rock 
of a reddish dark hue, and for the rest covered 
with bushes and some fine trees. In the vales, be- 
tween the ridges, and on every practicable ascent, 
are cultivated ground.s, and the whole is a mix- 
ture of the rich and the romantic. 'I’he luad 
winds much, to avoid the deep ravines and gullies. 

The flight of a bird cannot be more than tliree 
miles from Kingston to Rnccaincnt. AV’e d 
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l•(r^p the valley of liuccamenl by a ravine, called Keil - 

W.W Ian’s land, belonging to me. 

'• ' The vale of Buccament brings to mind the 

happy and secluded valley of Kasselas, prince of 
Abyssinia. 'I lie valley, containing about y,000 
acres, is hemmed on each side by towering hilB, 
whose steep ascents iiavc in part peeled off oi 
split in the storm, and now are left precipices of 
bare rock, appearing betw'ecn streaks of the highest 
verdure, from which occasionally shoots the luoun- 
tam cabbage tree*. In the centre of the valley 
stands an insulated mountain, whose height, 
thiongh ail interstice in the rugged boundary of 
the vale, looks down on the garrison of Berkshire- 
hill, and Betkshire-liill is t)27 feet above the sea. 
d'lie hills or rocks that shut in the valley, again 
cuiiiinatid the hill in the centre. Down the vale- 
runs a fine and rapid rivei, abounding with the 
finest mullet and other fish ; its bed is obstructed 
with fragments of rocks from the skiiting moun- 
tains. Its murmurs fill the vale. It winds round 
the centre hill, and then pour? straight into the 
sea. The valley, as it coasts the sea, i.s about one 
mile over. It stretches inland about five miles , 
its greatest breajJtlij half-way from the sea, is twe 
miles. Broin the nnpuiit, in the centre, it forms e 
most lu.Kuriant pietdre of cultivation,' contrasts . 
with romantic views, and seems wholly secluded 
from all the world. My Pembroke estate take& 
in the bill in the centre, and thence runs along the 

■* Called also the Palmrto Royal, Sec it described at large 
tol. i. p. ilO. 
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river-side, cojuprclieiiding all the vallry on our rn-vr. 
yside, to within u quarter of a mile of the sea, 
s A negro gave signal of my approach to the- S'- 
house, aiul all the negroes came forth to gieet me, 
and nith a a\c1co!iic as warm as that at Calliaqua. 

'i'hey caught hold of my bridle, my feet, and my 
coat ; every one anxious for a share in leading me 
up to the house ; and indeed they attempted to 
take me off my horse and carry me, but I begged 
them to desist. 

Friday, Ja/marji d.- --! visited Pierkshire-hill, 

.ind went over the fortifications. ' The liill itself 
IS a rock, and, from its precipices, is scarcely as- 
sailable ; wheie it is so, parts have been cut away, 
mid, take art and nature together, the place may 
be deemed iiiipregnablc. The point above liath 
been flatted oil', so as to admit rootu on its surface 
for most commodious barracks for a complete re- 
giment, stores, reservoirs, &c. all bomb-proof. In 
my different excursions, I continued to inspect 
the persons of the negroes, and 1 can assert, that 
not one in fifty of those I have .^ecn has been 
marketl with the whip, with exception to the gang 
employed at the public works on llerkshire-hill. 

'J’his gang may be supposed to consist for the mo«t 
part of reprobate and bad negroes, who have been 
sold from estates for riddance of their practices 
and examples. They chiefly belong, as an entire 
to the overseer of the works, who may he 
supposed to pick them up cheap, being bad cha- 
racters, though competent to their bu.siness, undei 
the control of the military. The inhabitants, 
not willing to send their able men to the pub- 
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S!lu^ lie works, for fear of evil communication, com- 
mute their quota of labourers, by payinsf the 
s,.\ intent, oy^i-rsecr a certain sum to find others in tlicir loom. 

Fnday, January 13, 1792. — 1 he Chaiaibc 
chief of all, Chatoyer, with his brother du Vallte, 
and six of their sons, came to pay me a visit, and 
brought their presents ; a stool ot Charaibc woik- 
manship, and a very large cock turkey of the 
wild breed, which with a hen I mean for Eng- 
land. Chatoyer and du Vallee were well diesscd ; 
as a mark of respect, they came without arms. 
Wc had much conversation with them, and 1 
gave in return a silver-mounted hanger to Cha- 
toyer, and a powder-horn to du Vallee. The 
latter is possessed of nine negro slaves, and has a 
cotton plantation. He is the most enlightened of 
the Ciiaraibcs, and may be termed the founder of 
civiluation among them. Chatoyer and his sons 
dined at the villa, and drank each a bottle of claret. 
In the evening they departed in liigh glee, with 
many expressions ot ti iendship. 

January 1 7. — I visited the king’s botanic gar- 
den ; Dr. Anderson went round the garden with 
me. It consiats of about, thirty acres, ot which 
sixteen arc in iiigh gaidsn cultivation. The va- 
liety, heauty, growth, and health of the plants, 
from all quarters of tlie globe, are mdit striking, 
It is ,a scene for 4'pakiter aa well as a botanist, 
The quickness of Vegetation is astonishili^ : some 
English oak of three years growth are above seven 
^cet high. Tlie Indian teak wood, full e}ght®6“ 
' feet high, and six inches diameter, of only four 
years growth. This being a remarkable hard and 
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durable wood, leads me to note the gciicial re- c/ui'. 

XIII 

mark of Dr. Auderst/u, “ that in this count) y, wv--' 
“ where vegetation never stops or is cliecked, v>uctn< 
“ tlie hardcat floods are of growth as quick os 
“the most pulpous or soft texture. ' Dr. A/idtr- 
son is multiplying to a great extent all the useful 
trees; the C’hintse tallow tiec, the gum arabic, 
the Peruvian baik, the balsam of Capivi, the cin- 
namon, &c. N, B. I name them from their 

l)roduce. 

January 2d.- — Never passing a .lave flithout 
observing his back, either in the field or in the 
road, or wenches washing in the rivers, I have 
.seen not one back marked, besides that of the wo- 
man observed before on Mr. Greatheads estate (in 
■whom [ may be mistaken as to the cause) and one 
new negro unsold at Kingston, who found mean.s 
to explain to me that he was fumfurnm’d (flogged) 
by the surgeon of the ship; and he seemed to 
have had two or three strokes with a cat. I note 
it in the language of one accustomed to attend 
military punishments. — At my estate, and I be- 
lieve on most others, confinement is the usual pu- 
nishment. Three have been punished at Cal- 
liaqua sinci^ my^ arrival; Sampson has received 
ten lashes, two men w^e put into the stocks, 
of i|'hOin''|ndjhn Will was pne, for getting drunk 
and a negtt} lad’s hetld open in his passion ; 

he WAS released the next morning. The other 
was a watchman at the mill, from wlikli Uie sailb 
hadbee^ stolen; he was confined for two nights 
in ti^rrordn, and then^no discovery being made of 
dte tlieft, he was released. 
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CH^p Januaru 26. — Sailed fiom Nanton's harbour in 
the Maria schooner of 28 tons, took our depar- 
■■’i. ■Vincent, jyj-g jgu jj, j^jjg foienoon, coasted to leeward, 
and came otF St Lucia in the evening. 

Friday, 27- — Off Dominica in the morning, 
becalmed. In the evening a breeze sprung up ; 
and, 

Saturday, 28. — -Came at day-break off Basse- 
terre, in Guadeloupe ; hailed a hshing boat, and 
bought some fish ; the people said all was quiet ; 
tout va bien a la Guadaloupe. 

Saw a very large spermaceti whale spouting and 
playing close a-head in the channel between Gua- 
deloupe and Antigua. Came to an anchor at 
Ai 5 P. M. in Old Road bay, Antigua. Walking up 
an excellent level coach road half a mile, to the 
old road plantation house. A mulatto boy getting 
before, gave notice of Massa being on the way. 
Every hoe was now thrown down, and a general 
huzza followed ; and my good cieoles, man, wo- 
man, and child, ran to meet me with such ecstacy 
of welcome, embracing my knees, catching my 
hands, clothes, &c. &c. that I thought I should 
never have leachcd the house. At length, in joy- 
ous procession, }vith liaiidkerchiefs for fiags, I 
was conveyed to the old mansion of my ancestors, 
and gave my good people a treat of rum, and all 
was dance and song. . »* 

Sunday, 29. — Inquiring intp the condition of 
the estate and situation of the negroes, I found 
^thc latter generally dissatisfied with their manager, 

Mr. R . Their complaints" were directed 

chiefly to his curtailing the allowance'of the old 



wjndwauj:) I'3Lani>s. 


pt-oplc, and such otheis as were iurapaldc ot i<i- 
hour ; and his frequency aiul severity of pinii"!!- 
^ rnents. The first complaint I removed instunilv, 
by ordering the full allowance of indusUious 
youth to meritorious age. For tlic second (on 
examining into the grounds of allegation, and 
finding them just) I immediately tlischaiged IVli. 

R. and appointed Mr. H , who had been U u 

years on the estate, and much liked by the tic- 
groes, to be their manager. Tlicir satisfaction on 
both accounts seemed complete and gencial. 

Monday, 30. — Went to St. John’s, a large, and 
in many parts a well-built town, and the church 
an excellent building, as is likewise the town or 
court house; but the town itself has the appear- 
ance of ruined trade and deserted habitancy. Tlie 
country for twelve miles, from the old road plan- 
tation to St. John’s, is ojien, with very few trees 
or even shrubs, but beautiful in its swells ol 
ground, scarcely to be called hills, spotted willr 
buildings, and varied with inlets of the sea open- 
ing in different points of view ; high but infriic- 
tuous cultivation cover every acre. The roads 
excellent, and every thing speaking the civiliza- 
tion, art, and toil of man ; but nature answers not. 
Under the drought all fails : heat, w ith little oi 
no moisture, gejaerates nothing. Partial rains 
have this year, as often before, given hopes to the 
planter for hi’s canes, and to the negro for his pro- 
visions; but the season has. again failed, and their 
hopes are blasted. The whole is a picture of dis- 
appointment, in land, beast, and man. The negro 
houses are excellent, and many of them of s'ouc , 
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CfHP. but no in-doors can give the face of comfort and 
contentment, if all is wanting beyond the tliiesh- 
Antigua. iiold. The negroes having little or no piovisions 
from their grounds, are fed by allowance from 
the planters, many themselves in distiess, which 
scants that allowance- On estates in good condi- 
tion, it is twelve quarts of corn, with two or 
three pounds of salt provision. p>er week. 

Thursday, Ftbruary 2.— Being a day which I 
had allotted for a holiday to the negroes, we went 
early to the valley of the old road. In the morn- 
ing I distiibutcd ten barrels of herrings amongst 
the negroes, and in the evening we had a very 
mart well dressed negro ball in the hall of my 

old mansion. Afr. L and myself both im- 

j'lUtially allowed the negroes, young men and 
gills, to dance better in step, in grace, and coi- 
lectness of figun*, than our fashionable, or indeed 
any couples at any ball in England ; taking that 
ball generally, there i.s no one negro dances ill. 
I danced a country dance with old Hannah, and 
a minuet with long Nanny. Not a complaint 
, I'cmains at the old road. 

Friday, Ftbruary o.—Returning from old load 
to Dr. Fail bairn’s, I thei j saw Mr. Hoffman, the 
Moravian missionary, whose biameiess ^fe still m- 
su'crs to his song . I'lie Moravian missionaries are 
of the highest character., for moral example, as 
well as gentle manners; and they preach the doc- 
tiincs of peace and good will to all men, and to 
all governments. They assimilate in simplicity 
best with the minds of the negroes, and in their 
assiduity and goodness, have, I fear, but few 
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equals amongst the regular clergy in the West In- chap. 
dies. It was with difficulty I prevailed on the 
good, mild, and disinterested Mr. Hoffiuan, to re- Amiyu*. 
ceive annually for his domestic use a small bar- 
rel of sugar, and a quarter-cask of rum, as a 
token of my regard* for his attention to my negrot's 
on the old road estate. 

Sunday, February 5 . — In the evening embark- 
ed for Martinique. 

Monday, 6 Becalmed off Guadalonpe. 

Tuesday, 7. — At seven in the evening came 
into St. Pierre’s bay, and passing under the stern 
of an 18 gun sloop of war, she hailed us to come 
on board. I went on board with the captain of 
our schooner. I'htf French officer commanding 
the sloop, on my stating that our vessel was not 
commercial, but merely having on board Eng- 
lishmen, passengers, told me tiiat the sci\ooner mu.-'t 
immediately come to an anchor under his stern, 
but that myself and other gentlemen might go on 
shore. Returning to the schooner, a serjeant ol' 
the national guards followed us in a shallop, ami 
said he was come by orders to conduct us on .'ihore ; 
we went with him. On landing, he told u.s we 
must proceed to the hotel dc I'intcndant, Monsieur 
le Chevalier de Menemd. lie marched us above 
a mile to the hotel, and passing within the .senti- 
nel at Entrance of the court, asked for the gover- 
nor, who was out, and only a black boy in the 
house, who knew not where the governor was to 
be found. The national serjeant talked in a high 
tone pf brutal command, and said we must stay 
all night in the opcit air, or until the governor 
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^\iiT found. I used every kind of language, but 
all in vain. I was afterwards told tliat I had 
nfiju^ oi^^itted the essential argument with these liberty- 
corps, to wit, ‘ a johannes.' Abou^ ten o'clock a 
Monsieur De la Cour, lieutenant of police, ar- 
lived, apparently on other buSiness. I told him 
my name and situation. He behaved most po- 
litely, and told the serjeant he should take us to 
the hotel des Americains, the best tavern in St. 
Pierre, giving himself security for our forthcom- 
ing next inoining. Whilst the receipt for our 
bodies was writing, the governor, Chevalier de 
Menerad, arrived : on my name] being mentioned 
he behaved most politely, asked my whole party 
to supper’, and offered ine.aTied. Having com- 
plained of the Serjeant’s conduct, he immediately 
told him to leave the room, and made a general 
apolog}', giving me plainly to understand that 
there was scarcely the appearance of law, go- 
vernment, or any authority at Martinique. 

The national regiments had arrived a year be- 
fore. 'fhe inhabitants were of a different party. 
The old corps on duty there of an uncertain or 
undecided character, and the constitution of the 
mother courrtry beitrg unsettled, and no persorts 
in Mar’tinique knowing who were finally to be 
uppermost, all were afraid to assunre a respon- 
iibility. 

I thanked the governor for his polite invita- 
tion, but declined accepting what the state of his 
house, and having no domestics, proved to be a 
nrere invitation of compliment. His wife and fa- 
mily were at Guadaloupe. 
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Monsieur De La Cour conducted us, at near 
eleven at night, to the American hotel, where, find- 
ing an excellent house and a truly Parisian cook, 
we laughed ever our difficulties. 

Monsieur De La Cour, and IVTonsieur Penan, 
our banker, next morning confirmed the state of 
government in Martinique, as before mentioned : 
all was a calm, but it was such a cairn ns generally 
precedes a hurricane. With respect to the slaves, 
they are perfectly quiet. For the free mulattoes 
and ffens de cou/ciir ("who are twice as numerous 
as the white inhabitants) they too are waiting the 
result of ascendant parties in old France. For 
the whites, they are generally, as far as I can find, 
friends to the old government, and they declare 
themselves most openly ; hence the new acts of 
the national assembly are yet unexecuted. The 
church remains on its ancient footing, and the 
convents are filled with the same people. Capu- 
chins and Ursulins, hut the Capuchins appear 
not in the open streets. 

In' this state of political diffidence, commerce 
has lost its activity, and credu is gone; ut 
money seems to be plenty ; hut there is little 
or no trade in this great and once commercial 
town. Instead of fifty or more large sugar 
ships, which should at this season be seen in 
the bay, there are only nine ; and even these 
seem in general to be small. American vcss«d= 
(schooners and sloops) arc numerous ; perhaps 
there may be forty. 

JFednesday, Februaru 8. — We aniustd *nii- 
bclves in walking about the town and pun basing 
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Vin^ presents for our friends; hjmteric of Madame 
Gentier, embroider ic of Madame Nodau, and 
/iyuearj of Grandmaison. 

The town ot St. Pierre extends along on the 
beach. It is above two miles in length, and 
in breadth about half a mile. The buildings are 
of stone, and handsome. The shops arc many of 
them well decorated. The jeweller and silver- 
smith’s shop (Gouticr’s) is as brilliant as any in 
London or Paris. Trade being nearly extinguish- 
ed in the haibour, the embeis of what it has been 
glimmer in the shops. 

Thursday, February 9. — In the evening we 
embarked for St. Vincent’s. 

St Vincent, Friday, February 10. — Early this morning 
were in sight of St. Vincent’s, off the Sugar 
Loaves of St. Lucie, and there close in with the 
land. A fine breeze springing up, we run over 
the channel of seven leagues in three hours, and 
then coasted down to windward of St. Vincent’s, 
a beautiful and rich country, mostly in pos- 
session of the Cbaraibes. At four in the aftei- 
noon we anchored in Young’s Bay, landed, and 
once moie found ourselves in the comfortable 
mansion of Calliaqua. My voyage to Antigua 
has put me in full possession of the question con 
cerning the best mode of feeding the negroes. I 
am speaking of the difference in their situation in 
icgard to plenty and comfort, when fed by allow- 
ance from the master, as in Antigua; or when 
supported by provision grounds of their own, as 
in St. Vincent’s. In the first case, oppression 
may, and rei tainly in some instances, and in dif- 
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fercnt degrees, dotli actually exist, either as to chap. 
. quantity or quality of food ; be.sides the circutn- 
stance of food for himself, the negro suffers too 
in hi.s poultry and little stock, which arc liis 
wealth. The maintenance of his pigs, turkeys, or 
chickens, must often subtract from his own din- 
ner, and that perhaps a scanty one, or he cannot 
keep stock at all ; and a negro without stock, and 
means to purchase tobacco, and other little con- 
\eniences, and some finery too for his wife, is 
miserable. 

In the second case, of the negro feeding him- 
self with his own provisions, assisted only with 
salt provisions from his master (three pounds of 
salt fish, or an adequate (juantity of herrings, per 
week, as in St. VinceiitV) the situation of the ne- 
gro is in proportion to his industry ; hut generally 
.‘’■j.^akifig, it affords him a plenty that amounts to 
compauitive wealth, viewing any peasantry in Eu- 
rope. thi my estate at Calliaqua, forty-six acres 
of the lichcst ground are set apart for the negio 
gardens, where they nork voluntarily in the two 
hours they have evci'* noon to thcinseUcs, on the 
half-holiday in the week, and Sundays ; and ll^’ir 
returns arc sucii, that in iny negro village, contain- 
ing cighty-ifive huts, there is scarcely one but ha.s 
a goat and kids, two or three pigs, and some poul- 
try running about it. All this stock is plentifully 
fcd^froin the negro’s garden, and how plentifully 
the garden supplies him will appear from the fol- 
lowing fact. From the late Guinea saleo, 1 have 
purchased altogether tnenty hoy.s and girls, from 
ten to thirteen years old. It is the praciic'. on • 
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^i\u‘ them to the estate, to distiibute tlieni iu 

the huts of Creole negroes, under their direction 
t. Vuitent. care, who are to feed them, train tliem to worK, 
and teach them their new language For thib 
care of feeding and bringing up th.* young African, 
tlie Ocole negro receives no allowance of provi- 
sions whatever, lie receives only a knife, a cala- 
bash to eat from, and an iron boiling pot for each. 
On first view of this it looks like oppression, and 
putting the buithen of supporting another on the 
negro who receives him ; but the reverse is the 
fact. When tlie new negroes arrived on the es- 
■ tate, I thought the manager would have been 
torn to pieces by the number and earnestness of 
the applicants to have an inmate from among 
them. The competition was violent, and trouble- 
some in the extren.c. The fact is, that every 
negro in his garden, and at his leisure hours, earn- 
ing much more than what is necessary to feed 
him, these young inmates are the wealth of the 
negro who entertains them, and for whom they 
work; their work finding plenty for the little 
household, and a sui plus for sale at market, and for 
feeding his stock. Thi^ fact was in proof to me 
from the solicitations of the Creole negroes in ge- 
neral (and who had large families of their own) to 
take another inmate, on conditions of feeding him, 


and with a right to the benefit his work *. As 


soon as the young negro has passed his appre i- 


• Comparpthii with whatisaaidonthc sanae subject, vol.Ii. 
p. 154, It was impossible that two persons, writing in different 
islands, could agree so very precisely, unless their observations 
were founded in truth. 
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{fesliip, aii(i is lit for work in the field, lio-ha'^ a chai* 
hut of hU own, and works a garden on his own 
account. Of the salt provisions given out to the''* 
negroes, the tincst sort are the inuckarel salted from 
America, and the negroes are remarkably fond ot 

them. My hi other H (who is a managcT at 

once properly strict, and most kind, and who is 
both feared and beloved b 3 all the ncgroe>.) in- 
dulges them by stiulying to give a vatiety in thcii 
provisions; jxtrk, beef, and Hsh of difteient sOiK 
A negro prefers pork to beet ; one pouiul of pork 
nill go as far as two pounds of beet in his mess- 

pot. This little attention ot \[r. H to the 

negroes* wishes, shews how nmcli ot their comfoit 
must even depend on the masters’ regard to them. 

IVedneniay, Februart/ QQ..- 'I'he Gb'tli legiment 
review'ed by rienera I (’uyier. The men udi-look- 
iug, the nianiiul in prop<-i rime and exact, liic 
firing close, and the level good. The leview in a 
woid sliewed this regiment to l>c well disciplined, 
and nothing hurt by residence of near seven yeai 
in the West Indies. 

jMbudaj/, March >, — Kmbaifcei' in the Faiiy 
.'loop of war for Tobago. dot imdcr way at 
twelve. 

'Fuesdaj/, March (> At four 1*. M. Toliago 

in sight, our course close to the wind, making foi 
the body of the island. 

Wednesday, March 7. — Close in with the land, 
and most of the day beating to windward wirli a 
strong lee current. In the afternoon weie oil 
Man dwar bay. 

Thursday, March H. — I’he wind K. S F 

VOJ, HI. 
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ciur. and a strong lee current against us the ^vbo!c 
night. At day-break, we found our ihip iiearK 
Sf Vincent ^^erc slic was the preceding sun-set. In tlie 
evening we weathered St. Giles’s rocks and little 
Tobago on the N. E. end of the i-^land. Lay to 
during the niglit. 

Friday, March 9- — Atsun-rise were off Queen's 
bay, on the leeward coast, whence we ran down, 
i^ith both wind and current in our favour, and 
anchored in Rockly-bay about twelve o’clock, 
r higa, Saturday, March 10. — Went to Rise-land, or 
Sandy point, in the S. \V. part of the island, a 
country almost flat, but beautifully spotted with 
mountain cabbages, and various trees. Trini- 
darla, at eighteen miles distance, appearing plaifj 
to the eye. 

Sunday, Maixh 11. — Tliis morning early, I’ 
lude live miles across the Island from Rise-land to 
Adventure estate, in Courland-bay division. In 
traversing the country, and on my return, I wa^ 
much struck v\ith its beauty, from the Flat al 
Sandy point gently breaking into hills, till ul- 
timately at the FJ. E. end it becomes a scene of 
mountains and woods. I particularly no'ticed the 
great extent of provision grounds, and the line 
healthy looks of the negroes in general, arising 
from the plenty around them. L$aw no marks ul 
the whip on thcii backs, at least not here nor at St, 
Vincent’s. The punishments are either so unfre- 
quent or so little severe, as to leave no traces foe 
any length of time. 

Sunday, Maixh 15.-^Eaily in the morning set 
out, and iu the afteiuoou reached the Linus d'or 
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(Stale. Tnenty-two miles from Port I-ouis, fiorn cnf 
tlie very point of the Town of Port I.oui<«, 
the country becomes hilly ; and as you further acl- i‘'t> 

‘ vance, the hills rise into mountains not broken, 
and rugged, as the convulsed country of St. Vin- 
cent’s, but regular though steep, and on a largo 
scale of regular ascent and despent. The scene of 
nature is on an extensive scale, and gives the idea 
of a continent rather than an island. It is not 
alone its vicinity to the Spanish main that sug- 
gests this idea. The appearance of the island 
fully warrants the assumption, and the contiguity 
of South America, only more fully marks its be- 
ing torn therefrom, and of its being, in old time'-, 
the southern point or bold promontoiy of the vast 
bay of Mexico. 

friday, March 16. — This day I rode over my 
estate, but previous to any remarks thereon, I 
must notice the radical words and language of 
the Indian red Charaibe (Louis). There are- 
three families of red Charaibes, settled in a corner 
of my Louis-d’or estate, and their history is biielly 
this. — Louis was five years old when his fatlnr 
and family fled (about fifty years past) from the 
persecutions of the Africans or black Charaibes of 
St. Vincent’s. The family has since divided into 
three distinct ones, by increase of numbers. Louis, 
the chief, is a very sensible man, and in his trafilc 
for fish and other articles, has obtained some 
knowledge of the French language. 

’The following words I took from sound, and 
with accuracy; for on reading over the Chardibe 

T 2 
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ivonJs to Louis, he repeated them back in French 
to me. 

* God — naktli, I e. ranth^fre Wmd — cazabal . . Fatlur bib 

fheSun— \ehii . . , Ram — conob . . Moihci bfhee 

Moon -monr . . . rhumler — waia wiarow son -wica 

jbarth— hoang ... . Mountain— wt »|j . Daughter — lumu 

St T -hi lane Tree — we wee . . Lift — nee. 

Fire wbat-ho* . . . Bird — fu«w . , J)cdth — ^hela ’bai 

W at# r — tona . . Fiih- -oto’ Devil — qualevd 

1 interrogated Louis as to religion : he is 
now a catholic, but says the ( haraibe belief was 
alw'ays in a futuie state.— Foimerly, lliey used to 
buiy the dehmet siifing I, with his bow, airows, 
&c. “ But now,’ say*. Ixiuis, “ w'e bury au long 

“ tt droit, which is better ; tor when sitting, the 
^ body got retreci (this was his expiession), and 
“ could not easily star^l up and fly to heaven, but 
“ being buried long and xt might , it can fly up di 
icctly when called.” ']’his argument was pos- 
sibly suggested by the catholic missionaries, to 
make the poor Cbaiaibes leave the old practice. 
Louis’s belief in a future state i«, however, ascei- 
tained. 

But now to remirks on the estate. On the 
beach at Queen’s-bay, 're brick and stone pillais, 
not unlike the* gieat gate of an English park, 
whence the eye is directed up an avenue of cocoa- 
nut trees, and from thence, in the same straight line, 
through a broad and regular street of negro houses, 
at a mile from the gate, to the works, which ter- 
minate the avenue, and have the appearance of a 

* r questioned particularly on the si^ification of the word 
nakeh, ^ 

t This is a curious and remarkable illustration of what 
iclatcd in the Appendix, to book L vol. i. p. 147. 
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cliurch built in form Ot the letter T, ’v\ith ii lower cn/vi 
raised on the centre. Over the wojks ri'-c a prc- 
eipice, on which stands the mansion-house, ’ 

commanding the wdiole \ale. A tine river winds 
from the back mountains, under the point of the 
great ridge on which the house stands, and then 
pours in a diiect line nearly by the east of the 
negro village, into the sea. In its course it sup- 
plies a canal foi turning the water-mill. 

The negioc" on this (slate aic a most (|nie( .ind 
contented people; some asked me for little trille.s 
of money for difFcrcnt purposes, which I gave 
them, i)ut iheic was not onr romjilaint, for old 
(Vstaho came to me as <i kiiul ot deputation from 
the rest, to tell me that “ inassa Hamilton was 
“good manager, and good massu.” Indcf'd t!i(' 
negroes are gdierally treated as favourite chil- 
dren by their masters m Tobauo. 

l’h( lu cessities of the island have demanded 
the resKlcnec of the planter; and the critical state 
of the Frencli govcrnmenl, and tfie wild notions ami 
conduct of the Frfueh people in the coloriits^ 
have brought the old Knglish s. tilers in Tobago, 
and their negroes, to a system of leeiproeal le- 
gard and mutual deterniiiidtion to lesist particu- 
lar wrongs or a general attack. The planters here 
talk of the negroes as their resort, to be depend- 
ed on against either a licentious garrison, an ar- 
bitrary governor, or the mad ilemoeracy of I'Vrnfh 
hucksters. 

The negro houses throughout Tobago are mneh 
superior to those in St. Vincent's, or even in Aii- 
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I'^tinklyn, junior, informs mo that 
w w cacli of his negro’s houses has cost him 2d Johannes 
loiiogo. above forty pounds sterling, including the ne- 
gro’s Uiiuur. These houses arc built of boardsj 
uniform throughout the estate, are a’oout S6 feet 
long by 14 wide, consisting each of trvo apart- 
ments, besides a portico or covered walk with a 
r>('ut m front, of which a closet at the end is taken 
fi om the portico to form a small kitchen or store- 
room. The roof is of shingles. In St. Vincent’s 
the negro houses are of no fixed dimensions ; some 
are very large and some very small, according to 
the fancy or alrility of the negroes, who are how- 
ever generally assisted by their masters with posts 
and main timbers, and occasionally supplied with 
boards. 'I'hus the village is irregular, some 
houses boarded, some of them stone and part 
boards, and most of them w'atlled or thatched, 
V’iihin, the houses are as comfortable as those at 
'fobago, but not so durable ; and the portico of 
ihc Toliago hou.se is a superior comfort, 

Safio’da)/, JSlarch 17.— I passed the morning 
in seeing various of my negroes, particularly the 
women and their Creole children. This last ycai 
I have had an increase of thirteen childien, of 
whom only one has died. I ordered, as at St.^"in■. 
ccnt'.s, five, yards of line printed cotton to every 
w Oman w ho had rc’ared a child, aucl gave ten bar- 
rels of poik among the negroes in general. Rid- 
ing out, I paid a visit of some length to the red 
('Ihiraibe families, of whom Louis i.s the head; 
two of the }oung women were really handbome. 
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Tilt' old Indian dress is lost, and they wore iiand- rnAr, 
.ke» chiefs, cotton petticoats, and jackets like the 
negroes. 'Fhe huts were scarce)} weather-tight, 
being wattled and tliatched, crowded with all 
their filth and all their xvealth; the latter con- 
sisting of great variety of nets for fishing, hain- 
inocks for slcc[)ing in, and different sorts of pro- 
A ision, stores, &c. See. Beasts, stores, and people 
all in one room. 

At two o'clock we set out for Mr. Clarke's, 
five miles from Louis-d’or on the road to J’ort 
I ouis. Mr. Clarke’s house is an excellent, build- 
ing, framed in England, and placed on the very 
pinnacle of the highest mountain in 'i'obago, ivith 
garden and shrubberies, abounding with birds of 
most splendid plumage. Tiic variety, beauty, 
and number of the feathered tribes in 'I'obago, arc 
indeed at once delightful and astonishing. 1 must 
observe fiirtlicr, on the country of Tobago, that 
although it is not a tw'entieth part cultivated, yet 
it is all, or for the most part, improvable. Mr. 
Hamilton, who has passed many successive nights 
in tlie woods, and in traversing the country, as- 
sures me there is no w hero a rock, or scarcely a 
large stone, to be found, except ufion the coasts 
and beacli. Though the season is now dry, I ob- 
served in many parts large spots or fields of (iui- 
nca grass, which would fatten cattle of the largest 
breed. As- a timber and a victualling country, it 
aeems valuable in an imperial, as well as coiiiinrr- 
cial point of view; a icsourcc to armies and flee'-, 
as well as to the nierchunt and planter. 
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Jf'aliicsday, Aiarch yl.~At 6 id the eveiiiiif? 
I t..tib,\rkecl in the Lively &ciiooner for GrenaJa. 

2'huri>d(irf, 22rl. — At (> in the eveninj; ^'e an 
chored in the caieenaj^e of St. GcorjJi'h town, 
(jrenadrt, and inimediaiely landtd. 

Sioidaif, 2j.-^Tn tiie foienoon we vi’ent to 
thnich, the go\einoi, speaker of the assembly, of- 
hcei 1 <x.c. attending, aitli a re&pcetable congre- 
gation of people ol all cokaiis. In hie gallery 
was an assemblage ot girls and bo^s under a mu- 
latto .school-muster, who &iing psalms veiy v\ell to 
the accompaniment of an evcellcnt organ. The 
ch'rgyinan Mr, Dent, riad prayer^', and preached 
with great devotion. Tlie service was in eveiy 
respect most creditable to the islanil. The church 
is plain, with a handsome steeple, and a clock 
given by the present governor Matthew’s. 

St. Geoige’s is a handsoint town, built chiefly 
of brick, and consists of many good houses. It 
is divuli d by a ridge, winch, rimumii into the sea, 
foiins on one side the careenage, and on tlio other 
the bay. Thus thetc is the h.iy town, wheie there 
IS a handsome square and market-place, and the 
careenage town, where tiic chief mercantile hous( s, 
are .situated, the ships b ing land-locked, and in 
dei p w’atcr close 1o the wharf. On the ridge, just 
above the road of communication between the 
towns,' .stand.s the church; and on the promon- 
loiy or bluff head of the ridge, stands a large 'old 
toit, built by the Spaniards wlien in possession of 
^jlieiiada. It is built of freestone, is very substan- 
tially, if not sciciUitically constructed, and contains 
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ihp entire 4'jth regiment. The (>7tli regiment is 
v|iiartercd in the new barracks, and does duty on 
ihc new fortifications of Ilicluiiciid-lull ; a vei\ 
strong situation to the east or noith-cast of the 
town. 

Tuesday, March 27 - — Louis la Hranadc, chii'f 
of ttic Ciens de coulcur, and captain of a tnilitiii 
company, came to the government house, fJe 
seems a line spirited, athletic fellow, and wears a 
large gold medal about his neck, being a gift 
from the colony, m reward for his various service!- 
and experienced fidelity on all occasions. The 
mulattocj have pre.scntcd a iiio.5t loyal address to 
the governor, stating their strong attachment to 
the king and the British constitution, and theii 
abhorrence of all innovation. 

Friday, 2.9. — At ten in the morning we sailed 
from (Ireiuula in the Fanfaii schooner, coasted the 
lee«ard siilc of the island from soulli to north; it 
seems will peopled, and in general it appeals to 
be a rich sugar countiy ; with less variety of 
ground indeed than St. Vincent’s, and less ver- 
dure. Its mountains are but bills in comparison 
with thpse of St, Vincent. A waving surface, 
hills gently rising and falling, characterize CJrc- 
nada. Deep valleys shaded with abrupt precipices 
characterize St. Vincent’s. 

Hafurday, March 30. — At three in the morn-^ 
ing anchored in Kingston-bay, St. Vincent’s, and 
thence rode to the villa. From Grenada to St. 
Vincent’s, our schooner liugg’d the land of the 
Grenadines under tl><‘ir leeward side, with very 
small intervals of clianuel. The (Jicnadim isles 
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CHAP and detached rocks, are supposed to be about I CO 
in number. Twelve of these little Jsles are >'aid to 
Si. Vtacai. produce cotton. 

April 10. — Had much conversation this day 
about the Charaibcs. 

'i he VI I lid ward estates, quite to the Charaihc 
bov.iidaiy of B<iyaraw, are of the richest land in 
the island, but the suif on the shore is at all times 
.'u heavy, tliat no European vessel can continue on 
any part twenty-four hours with safety, and no 
European boat can come on shore without tho 
danger of being swamped. Hence, until lately, 
the supposed impracticability of landing stores and 
taking off sugars, prevented the cultivation of the 
lands; but since the Charaibes in their canoes, 
have been found to accomplish what Europeans 
cannot effect with their boats, these lands have 
1 isen to 60/. sterling an acre, and every settler is 
growing lich. A sloop lays off and on as near a« 
.^he may to the shore, and in one morning,^ from 
day-beak will make forty trips to the sloop, car- 
rying each time a hogshead of sugar, &c. &C. and 
the expcnce for the morning amounts to ten dol- 
lais, being a dollar for each CUiarail>e. — The Cha- 
raibes thus begin to taste of money, and are already 
become very industrious at tins work. More- 
over, they plant tobacco, and want nothing but a 
mailtet to encourage them to plant more. Cha- 
to^er*s brother (Du Vullee) has. nine negroes, and 
platiU cotton. Money civilizes in the first in- 
s^cc, as it corrupts in the last ; the savage la- 
i^ouring for himself, soon ceases to be a savage ; 
*to noon, a canoe naaiihcd by ten Charaibes ; 
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the tlave to money becomes a subject to govern- chap. 
i.uent, and he bccontes a useful subject *. w-v-O 

Mr. B. acting collector of the customs, inform- 
ed me, that the value of British manufactures c.k- 
ported from St. Vincent to the Spanish and 
French settlements, was upwards of £00,000/. an- 
nually. From the superior advantages of Gre- 
nada, with respect to situation, See. the export 
trade of that island to the Spanish main must be 
much more considerable. That of Jamaica out of 
comparison greater. These circumstances are to 
be taken into the general account of the import- 
ance of the West India Islands to Great Britain. 

y/jfrU 24. — Went on board a Guinea ship, the 
Active, from Sierra Leone. On board this ship 
is a black boy, called Bunc, about ten years old 

* This must be admitted with some limitation. Before a 
negro places such value on money as is here supposed^ he nuiHt 
haVe acquired many of the refinements and artificial necessities 
of civilized life, lie must have found uses for rnoncy« which 
In his savage state^ he had no conception of. It is not therefore 
the possession of money alone ; it is the new desires s^>ringing 
lip In his mind^ from the prospects and examples before him, 
that have awakened his powers, and called the energies of his 
mind into action. I have thought it necessary to observe thus 
much, because the doctrine of my amiable friend, without some 
qualiheation, seems to sanctify an assertion which has been 
maintained by speculative writers^ with some plausibility ; 
namely, '' that if the negro slaves were allowed wages for their 

labour, coercion woiildbecome unnecessary.** Wh.it cllect a 
system of gradual encouragement^ by means of wages, operat- 
ingslowly and progressively, might producein a long courbc of 
time, 1 will not presume to say; but 1 am persuaded that au 
attempt to introduce such a .‘'•ystem among the labouring ne- 
groes in general, without great caution and due prcparut.on, 
would be productive of the greatest of Hs. 
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CHAT the son of an African chirf ; he goirip to I’.ng- 
land for his education, aiid has two 'f-nl 

Si V, I rent j^y j^j^. jo p.jy Ins par.'-aof’ sn thtir 

sale. Captain William*- has another boy on 
board, who was sent to Engla* d tw'o yeais ago 
foi the same purpo&e. Tins voyage he wao to 
tabe him back to Annamaboe ; but the boy abso- 
lutely refused landing again hi Africa, and he 
waits on Captain Williams as a fret servant, and 
is going back to England with him. The slaves 
wore in high health; Captain Williams is a supe- 
lior man in this tra<le; as a fundamental trait of 
his clmractei, I notice, that last year (1791) on le 
cciving the pai liamentary bounty for the good 
condition in w'hich his people arrived, he gave out 
of iiis own pocket 30/. as a gratuity to the sur- 
geon of his ship. 

Monday, April ,‘?0. —This day Dnfond, Cha- 
to^er’s brother, and next to him in authority, par- 
ticularly on the Grand Sable side of the country, 
made me a visit ; he had been twice before when 1 
was absent in the other islands, and on his first 
visit had left his own bow and arrows for me. I 
gave him in return a pair of handsome brass- bai 
relied pistols. He seems a very polite and sensible 
man, and speaks good French. 

May 8. — Embarked on board the Delatord, and 
at 5 P. M. sailed for England. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Tr does not appear that there was any form of frrvr. 
civil government established in the island of Ja- ,^'1^ 
inaica before the Restoration ; wlien Colonel 
D'Oyloy, who Iiad then the chief command under a 
cjnjmission from the lord Protector, was confirm- 
ed in that command by a commission from King 
Clharlcs, dated the l.lth of February, 

fils commission, which recites the kings di^sire 
to give all protection and encouragement to the 
people of Jamaica, and to provide for its security 
and good government, 'empowers him to execute 
his trust according to such powers and aulhoiitie.^ 
as are contained in liis commission and the inslruc- 

• In the former editions, this account of the constitution of 
Jamaica was ascribed to Governor (now I^ord) Lyttelton, who 
was Captain General of that island ia J 70 1, but 1 ha\ e si nee h.id 
reason to believe it w'as on official paper drawn up by some person 
in the plantation office in Great Britain, and transmitted to the 
Governor for hi& information. That it came last from the Go- 
vernor’s office, is a fact within my own kiiowledf^e ; but I-oid 
Lyttelton having assured me that he has no recollection of its 
contents, Ifee! myself bound to apprise my readers of the cir- 
cumstance, As there can be no possible douht roncerning the 
authenticity of the documents annexed to it, the question hv 
whom the introductory part was prepared is of litllc 
ance in itself, but justice tov\ardaLord L>+tclto:i, ni il re.’ 
to tnah, require me to give this cxplanatio 
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iuw lion^ annexed to it, and such as should tioiu tune 
to time be j;ivcn to him by Ins niajcsly, and ac- 
cording to such good, jubt, and leasonablc rusloms 
and constitutions as v^ere exeici^cd and scidtd in 
oIIkm' colona s ; oi sucli other as should, upon ma- 
lm e advice and consideration, bo held n(cessai\ 
and piopci foi the good government and security 
ot the island, [iiovided they ucic not lepugnant 
to iht laws of luigland. 

It furthci empowds him to take unto him a 
council ot twelve peisons, /o he eleciul by the ptopk 
according to the manriei pi escribed in the instruc- 
tions , and, by the advice of any five or inoic of 
them, to constitute civil judicatoiies, with powei 
to administer oaths ; to command all the militaiy 
forces in the island, and put in force and execute 
maiticd law; to giant coimnissions, with the ad- 
vice of hi^ council, for the finding out new tiades : 
and to do and peifuim all other ordeis which might 
conduce to the good of Uk' island. The instruc- 
tions consist of fifteen articles , 

The fiist diiects the commission to lie puldisii- 
ed, and the king pi oclaimecL 

The third regulates the inannei of electing the 
Council, eleven of which to he chosen indiften iiily, 
by as many of the ofii^^eis of the army, plautob, 
and inhabitants, as could be conveniently admuUxl 
to sucl) election, either at one oi rnoic places; 
which said persons, with tlie secretaiy of the island, 
who was thereby appointed ahvays to be one, 
were established a council, to advise and assist the 

, goveinoi in the o^ccution of his trust, and five 

f 

" were to be a quorum 

The fourth and articles direct tlie takipg 
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the caths, and jiidicatoii' tm il»e civil 

atluib and aMaii>'> of the adiiiiially, toi tin peace 
ot tlie jshuid, and d( li '•luining conUvj\eisio . 

'J he "ixth diipcts the _<i,overMur to lii coniito- 

lut'ice vice and d( hanc'iei v, and to encoiiidtre 
/iiini^tei^^, Hidt (vlm^tianitv an<l tlu* u- 

ligioii, arcoiding to tlio cluuch <»t Ijiiiltual, 

might lja\( due n*\(tcn"‘c and cunon.^'^t 

then* 

ddie seventh dnr c ti the fortilirati. at (."a/uay 
lt> be complected, and cmnouci'. linn to euinptl 
not only '^oldicrs, but planter^, to vw)ik by tnin^. 

The eighth diiectb him to oiu i)iii igo tlic [)lciiit- 
ers, and to assuie them (d his ma)esiv\ piotec 
tion : and, by the ninths he is to caiiNC' an accniate 
survey to be made of the island. 

I^y the tenth it is directed, that the ‘'f'eudaiy 
slidll ktv cl legister of all plantation^, and tiicc 
bounds iLCKof; and that all peisons shall he 
obliged to plant a propoilioiial^le pait theicoi 
uilhin a linnled time. 

dTc eleventh and tuc*lfth direct al! eneourage- 
inents to i)c given to sncli negiocs aiid odicis as 
shall submit to the govccinnient, anti to merchants 
ami such as shall biint^ anv ti.ide tlioe. and foibid 

V J V 

monopoli/ing. 

The tliijtefntli directs^ tliat any ves-^el which 
can he spated fiom the defence oi the island, shall 
be employed in fetching seUUas fiom any otlier 
colonies, and that no soldiers be allovVcd dtpart 
without licence. 

The fouiteenth relates to the k(e[»ing oi the 
stores and provisions icnt to die ibland . aiifl the 
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(M\r tift(cnth (lirtcls the wvcinoi to ti n iJM i 

\ V ^ 

tune to tune, <x istatr ot tht inland, and all In 
cocciings. 

In J(><>!2^ 1 Old Wiiid&oi w? appointed 
noi of ddiiiJica, by coniinis^ujn iiiuld tlie u;ie 1 
seal, \vhi(lj, beside, containing the 
as ihooC coutuned in ( ol J>^'vleys ((inmissiou 
diic^'ts, that, in case ol Loul M inc^ )i s d^iiig oi 
leaving tlic island, the f^ovciniiifiit ^hall devolve 
on the council, oi any ‘>cvcn ot llieni;, and a]){)oin'’- 
a salaiy of two thousand pounds . /(t annion juv 
able out or the txchcqnei 

Ills in.tiuctions con^^i^tc’ iwent^-two aUicas 
1 he fust diieets the puhhearu))* ot hi^ (uinini',- 
^lun and the second, tlie appcnnlincnt of iht 
(ounvil, accoiding to his conimisMon aid the in- 
stiuetion', Ikit it nin>t be obsetvtcl niion tin 
aitule, that no diioctioiis whatever «ih givci 
tillici in dit roinniisfcRn ohieh letci^ to the i 
v.tiiiclions, or the instiuction^ them five*-, as t 
the mode in whuli the coined sliali be apjiojnlc I 

>.l T U A per MIS IHVt illl COVLKNOll N\M 
iiiLM HiMsrn 

Tlie tliiid, fouith, fifth, sixth, and seventh di- 
tides lelatc to the adiimnstciing oatli^, Ntahhsh 
Uj[g judicatures, and providing lor the sceuiity c 
the adjacent isles. 

The eighth diiccts encoinagtiutut to be gut 
to jilanteis to remove to Jamaica fioin the otiu.' 
colonies. 

The ninth directs 100, 000 acres of land to U 
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■(1 iinait 111 each of the four niuutcn ot the ciivi- 

^ ^ \ l\ 

)-I,niil as a royal tlcnicsne,, a survey to be made, 

.aci a iTi^istcr iept of all giant, and a miliiid 
ierrncJ. 

TIic tenth directs the planteis to be t nco-'idp f 
ihnir land'j coiitirmed unto them b) grants unde i 
the great seal, and ap{)oiiUs Ji\ 0 i )0 acres oi land 
to the governor for his oun ine* 

The tlfventh relates to the cncouiageinent of 
an ,)rthod()x ministry ; and the ivNcltlh ostabhsnc^ 

H duty of five [)cr cent, upon ail expoits alti'r th^ 

* xpin.tjoii of seven years. 

ihe thirteenth, fourteentli, fifteenth, and six- 
lOv itn articles contain general dnections as to tlu' 
liberty and ficcddm of trade (e\cc[)l uiili th(' 
Spaniards), aisiotance to the heighboinmg planta- 
t’ons, and the s^'ciiiity ot the island, bx obliging 
. hmters to ixoide in bodies togethoi, and in con- 
i’joiis buildingt 

l^he sc\cnteeiith directs, that, as an encuuiage- 
meat to men of ability to go to the idund, uu 
odice^. shall be held by deputy; and gives a fuiv^u 
nj the governor of sus{*ensiou or leniovab in case 

• d bad behaviour. 

The nincLeenlli empcweis the govdnoi to grant 
royalties and manors, or lordships, to contain h-.'- 
than five hundicd acres. 

The twentieth empowers the go\crnor, with ad- 
vice of the council, to call assemblies, to niabe 
laws, and, ujion imminent necessity, to lew 
money ; such laws to be in force two years, an i 
no l(»nger, unless approved of by the ciovWi 
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See the Proclamation of the 14//? of lycceminr, 
upon which the people of Jamai'a have 
upon any ouasion laid .so mmh stre^i. 

fiiAp. This proclamation was pulili'jhc-d by Lord W’indsoi 
upon his arrival; but nothin;; el&e inateral arises 
out of his short adininistiation 'vortli notice, foi 
he staid but two months, and left the islan<l, 
and the execution of hi& commission, to Sir Chailes 
Lyttelton, who had been appointed lifiitcnant- 
governor; and who goverin'd with the advice of 
it council ot twelve, appointed In Inin*-! If, and ealh d 
an assembly, that made a body of law^, anu)n(i''t 
, which was one for laising a icvi nuc. 

Nothing, however, which appeals to be mate- 
rial, as to the form ol tho constitution, occmied 
during his administialiou, which eontnuied about 
twenty months , when he was supcisedcd by tlit 
arrival of Sir 'J'hornas Mvxiytoid, who was ap- 
pointed govei nor in chief bv a comnii''Sion undt i 
the gieat seal, which empowcied him cithci t(> 
constitute, by his own authoiity, a piiv} council 
of twelve pcisoiis, or to continue the old one, and 
to alter, change, oi augment it as he thought 
proper; to create jndicatories ; and make laws, 
orders, and constitutions, provided they did not 
extend to take away any right or freehold, or the 
'iiS^est of any person in their rights or freehold'', 
. jg^ds or chattels, and that they were transmitted 
to his miyesty for allowance or disapprobation. 

He was further empowered to command and 
discipline all military forces, to use martial law 
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upon persons in military service, and establish ar- 
tides ot' war; to create courts of admiially, ac- 
cordin*! to such authority as ho should receive 
Tiuni the loid high admiral ; to eiccl forts and 
fortifications; to cstablisii ports, cities, tOHn\ 
boiough'5, and villages; to create manors and 
loidshi})s ; to grant charters to hold fairs ; to take 
surveys, and kor-p itvords of all grants of lands, 
under such ’nodciato quit-rents, services, and ac- 
knowlcdginents, as he should tliiuk lit; and to 
pre.azribe tei ins of cultivation ; and grants so made 
under the seal, and enrolled, weic to be good and 
valid against the crown; to grant commissions 
lor Unding out new trades; to pardon all offences, 
except murder and tieason, and in those casts to 
reprieve foi twelve months. 

He wa.-i also empouned, with the advice of the 
majority of council, to frame a method for esta- 
blishing general assemblies, and from time to time 
to call 'Lieh assemldies together, and witli their 
consent to pass all manner of laws, reserving to 
him a negative voice ; as also njvon eminent oc- 
casions, to levy money. These laws not to extend 
to taking away any ones ficehold, or to the lo.ss 
of a member, and to he in fuice only two ycar.s, 
unless approved and confirmed by the crown. 

This commission appoints a salaiy to the go- 
vernor of one thousand pounds por annum, pay- 
able out of the exchequer. 

Tlie iiislr’uclious, which consist of twenty ar- 
ticles, relate to the encouragement to be given to 
planters to come from the otlier colonies ; to the 
allowance settled upon himself and the othei of- 
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riur. ficers ; and extend to most of the points contained 
in Xord Windsor’s instructions ; but direct, that 
the measure of setting out the 400,000 acres, as a 
royal demesne, shall be suspended ; that no duties 
shall be laid in the island upon the import or ex- 
port of any goods for twenty-one years, nor shall 
any duty be laid here upon the produce of Ja- 
maica for five years. 

By these instructions it appears, that the crown 
allowed tw'O thousand five hundred pounds per 
artmmi for the support of government; arid what 
was wanted, over and above, was to be made good 
by a duty on strong' liquors, either made or ini- 
jiorted, to be levied by the authoiity of the gover» 
noi and council. 

In July, 1664, Sir Thomas Modyford issued 
writs for electing two assembly-men for each pa- 
rish ; which assembly met in October following. 

It does not appear that this as‘.cmbly sat aoove 
a month or two before they were dissolved ; hut, 
during their session, they passed a body of laws, 
which was transmitted to the lord chancellor, to 
be laid before the ciown; but, not being con- 
firmed, they would havj expired at the end of 
two years ; but (as I find it asserted by Lord ' 
’V’aughan) the governor .continued, them in force 
•. to the end of ^^mia'istraticto^, by an order of 
, cililtlncil. • I cannot, ^wever, find this order upon ‘ 
^fecord, but^ after that time a many ordi- 

p^nces of the 'governor and council, ifi tlife nature 
and form of laws ; in some of wbidFt it Was 
declared, that they shall continue in force until 
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niotlui uSbciiibly was called, and thm to be con- wiap. 
fnincd, altered, or lepealed, as that assembly vJv-w 
should see c'onveuicnt : but no other assembly 
wa? called duiing Sir Thomas Modyfoids adim- 
nisti dtion. 

In 1()70, Sir Thomas Modyford was lecalled, 
and Su Thomas I.ynch appointed lieutenant-go- 
vcinor and commaiidei in chief, with the same 
jiowers as Sir Tliomas ISIodyfoid had. 

On the 1st of December, 1071, he issued wiits 
for calling an assembly, to consist of tw o persons 
loi each palish ; which met on the 8th of January, 
and sat till June following, when the governor 
dissolved them, after having passed a body of law-s, 
which wcie tiansmitted to England, but were not 
confu ined 

In May, 1673, Sir Thomas Lynch called another 
assembly , liut upon their refusing to grant money 
foi the lojtdications, he dissolved it after sitting 
only a lew days ; and, in January following, upon 
cohsideialion that two years wcie almost expired 
since making the body of law«, and that his ma- 
jesty had not liecn pleased to signify his v^oyal 
consent to them, a new assembly was called, which 
met the 18th Of February, and, on the 14th of 
March, a new body of laws was passed, which were 
trausniitied tg ^n^and ^ but^ nof being conlSriijed* 

the crowrf, expired 4t the end of two yeafs."^ 

a * y4 

On the 8d of f)eceqiber, 167 \ Eoi^ Vai^hftn 

wa* Bpjpointed^g^yeroor ©f Jamaica. '^ A council, 
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<^Ar. consisting of twelve persons, was named in the 
commission, with power to him to expel or sus- 
pend any of them, and, la case of vacancies, to 
till up the council to nine. He was also em- 
powered to call assemblies, according to the usage 
of the island ; and, with the council and assembly, 
to pass la VIS, which laws were to be in force for 
two years, unless the crown’s pleasure was in 
the mean time signified to the contrary, and no 
longer, except they were approved and confirm- 
ed within that time. In the passing of these 
Ians, the governor was to have a negative voice, 
and to dissolve any assembly, as be should think 


proper. 

Upon Lord Vaughan’s arrival in his govern- 
ment, he called an assembly, which met on the 
2fith of April, 1675, and passed a new body of 
laws. 

It does not appear nh^ this assembly was 
dissolved; but in March, 1676*7, writs were 
issued for a new assembly, which met on the 26th 
of ,tbat month ; and having passed several other 
laws, they were dissolved on the 26th of July : 
and the laws passed by both assemblies having 
been transmitted to Eng'and, the council took 
tiiera into their consideration, and, after frequent 


deliberations^ upon them, and many alteiatiops 
proposed, they were ^eferjpd, with ‘the council’s 
.^ba^afions upon^i^R, to the attorney-general 
^lIllM^sider, ^thereof, and to form a ^w body of 
pffii^or the good governj^ent of island. 

’^With these lawfl^ ioto consi- 
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delation the state and constitution of Jamaica, 
and made the reports upon it hiercanto annexed. 
Vide Documents, No. 1 , 2. 

These r^’ports having been confirmed, a com- 
mission passed the great seal, constituting Lord 
Carlisle governor of Jammea, by which, and by 
the' instructions annexed thereto, vide No. 3, 4, the 
form of government proposed in the council’s re- 
port was adopted and established. 

Upon Lord Carlisle’s arrival in his government, 
he found tha people very much dissatibfie4 v\ith 
and averse to this new form of government, as 
will better appear by his letters, vide N^o. 5, 6, 7, 
8 , 9 , 10 . 

These letters and papers being taken into con- 
sideration by the council, as also a report thereon 
by the committee, the council, on the 4th of April, 
1679, made the order No. 11; and, on the 28th 
of May following, the annexed report No, 12, 
was presented to his majesty, and, being approved, 
was transmitted to the Earl of Carlisle, with the 
annexed letter. No. 13. 

Upon receipt of these papers, the Loul Carlisle 
communicated them to the assembly, who present- 
ed an address ip answer to the report of the 28th 
of May; which address w'as transmitted to tiie 
council by Lord Carlisle. Vide No. 14, 15, 16’, 
17, 18, 19) 20. , ^ “ 

On, the 5th of March “1679-80, the council 
took info consideration the letters received fioin 
the Earl of’lCarlisle ; and the annexed extracts 
SI inclmve) <Sl Iheir proceedings, will 
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fihew their several resolutions and directions in 
consequence thereof. 

,lt is impossible, at this distance of time, to 
judge what motives could have induced the coun- 
cil, after tlity hud sheun so much firniness and re- 
solution to suppoit the rights of the crown, by cs- 
lublisliiiig in .Idinaica the Irish constitution, to 
give the point up, as it appears they did by the 
annexed explanatory commission to Loid Carlisle, 
Ad. 39, w hich contains the same power of mak- 
ing laws ill assembly as is now given .to tlie gover- 
nor of Jamaica, and which, froni that time, has 
been minutely the same; excepting only, that, in 
1716 , tlie governor was directed, by instructions, 
not to pass any laws that should repeal a law con- 
tiimed by the crown, without a clause of suspen- 
sion, 01 first transmitting the draft of a bill ; and, 
in 1734, this limitation was extended to all laws 
for repealnig others, though such repealed law 
should not have been confirmed by the crown*. 

* Neither of these orders are enforced except in the case 
of private bills, the assembly haring constantly refused to ad- 
mit suspending clauses in any public act, and the crown l.as 
long since given up the point, £. 



OF JAMAICA. 


•J09 


DOCUMENTS 

annlxcd ro 

THE HISTORICAL ACCOUiNT. 


NCMBER I. 

Tlie Right honourable the Lords of the Committee for 
Trade and PlanlatlonM having tins day presented to 
the-Board the ensuing Report; viz. 

May it please your majesty. 

We having, according to the trust reposed in us in refer- APPKN- 
ence to your nrajesty’s plantations, taken in consideration the 
present state and government of the island of Jamaica, par* 
ticularly such matters as, from the nature of affairs as they 
now stand there, we have judged necessary to be recom- 
mended to the Right Honourable the Earl of Carlisle, whom 
^our majesty has been pleased to nominate and constitute 
governor of the said ibland j and having, after several meet- 
ings, agreed upon the following particulars, we most humbly 
crave leave to lay them before your majesty, for your royal 
deter mi nation. 

Tlie first point that did occur most worthy to be considered 
by us w.is, the"|)Ower amd manner of enacting laws for the 
civil, military, and ecclesiastical government; and upon taking 
a view of what Has been practised since your majesty*s happy 
restoration In the legislative, we find, that the methods and 
*authorities for the framing and ordaining the said laws have 
‘been only such as wjere directed by your royal commissioo uoto 
yout majesty's several governors, or prescribed by the instruc- 
tions given them from time to time ; and that as the constitu- 
tionand hxjgcncyof affairs have often changed, so yourmajesty 
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CHAP. thought fit variously to adapt your royal orders thereunto; 

and, by the last commission, given unto the Lord Vaughan, 
your majesty was pleased to empower hU lordship, with the 
advice of your majesty’s council, from time to time to sum- 
mon general assemblies of freeholders, who have authority, 
with the advice and consent of the governor and council, to 
make and ordain laws for the government of the island ; which 
laws are to be in force for the spaceof two years, except in the 
mean time your majesty’s pleasure be signified to the contrary, 
and no longer, unless they be conhrmed by your majesty with- 
in that time. Having, therefore, directed our thoughts to- 
wards the consequences and effects which have been produced, 
or may arise, from this authority derived unto the said free- 
holders and planters, which we observe to have received a 
daily increase by the resolutions they have taken, less agreeable 
to your majesty's intention, we do most humbly offer our opi- 
nions, that the laws transmitted by the Lord Vaughan, which 
are now under consideration in order to be enacted by your 
majesty, may be intrusted in the hands of the Earl of Carlisle, 
who, upon his arrival in the island, may offer them unto the 
next assembly, that they may be consented unto as laws origin- 
ally corning from your majesty; and that, for the future, no 
legislative a&sembly be called without your majesty’s special 
directions ; but that, upon emergencies, the governor do ac- 
quaint your majesty by letters with the necessity of calling 
such an assembly, and pray your majesty's consent and direc- 
tions for their meeting; and, at the same time, do present 
unto ybur majebty a scheme of such»|ffit9«9 he shall tliink lit 
and necessaiy, that your majesty may take the same into con- 
sideration, and return them in tha form wherein your majesty 
shall think fit\hat they be enacted; that-the governor, upon 
receipt fif yoor majesty’s ccOnmands, shall then summon an 
assembly^ and propose the ^aid lews for t^eir consent, so that 
the mme method in legislative matters be made use of in Ja- 
n^H^as in Ireland, according to the form preaeribed by Poyii- 
11^6 law ; and that, therefore, the present etyle of enacting 
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laws. By the governor, council, and representatives of the com- APPtiX- 
7nons assembled, be converted intd the style of. Be it enacteti . 

by the king's most excellent majesty, by and with the consent of 
the general assembly. 

We are further of opinion, that no escheats, fines, forfei- 
tures, or penalties be mentioned In the said laws to be applied 
to the public use of the island | and that your majesty do in- 
struct your governor to dispose thereof for the support of tl)e 
government. It is also our opinion, that in all laws for levy- 
ing of money, and raising a public revenue, the clauses 
whereby the said levies are appropriated unto the public use 
of the island, without any mention made of your majesty, or 
unto your mijesty for the said public use, are so far deroga- 
tory to your maje8ty*8 right of sovereignty, that they pught 
to be, for the future, altered and made agreeable to thd^siyle 
of England. 

We do likewise offer it unto your majesty as necessary, 
that no minister be received in Jamaica without licence fioiii 
the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of London; and that 
none having his lordship’s licence be rejected, without suffi- 
cient cause alleged ; as also, that in the direction of all 
church affairs, the ministers be admitted into the respective 
vestries. ^ 

And whereas It has upon some occasions proved inconve- 
nient, that the members of the council have been constituted 
by your majesty’s commission ; we are of opinion, that, for 
the future, they be only named in the instructions of the go- 
vernor; for the streogtJieDing of whose authority under your 
majesty we do offer, that he may have power to suspend any 
of the said members, if h^e see just cause, without receiving 
the advice and consent of the council ; and also, that none 
of the Sai4 so suspended, ’dr by your majesty’s order displaced, 
from that trust, may be permitted to be received into the 
general assembly. 

And Whereas nothing can contribute more to the welfare of 
your island, than chat all means be found out for tht 
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CHAP. 

XIV 


increase off trade; we do offer, for the encouragement tliereof 
that a mint be allowed in Jamaica, in such manner that no 
prejudice do arise unto your majesty's other dominions, or 
that what bullion is Iirought from theOce may be coined here 
:n Englanr! ; provided that all such coins may bear your 
majesty’s ro}.il superscription, and not be imposed in pa}-* 
ment elsewhere. 

All which, iJtc* 

' Danby, 

WoftCESTtr, 

Essex, 

Fauconbkrr\, 

Craven, 

H. Coventry. 

Tho. Dolmaj, 


His majesty, taking the same in consideration, was 
pleased to approve thereof; and did order> that the Right 
honourable Mr. Secretary Coventry do prepare a commission 
and instructions for his majesty’s royal signature, foi the 
Earl of Carlisle, according to the tenor of the said report* ^ 

NUMBER ir. 


At the Court at Whitehall, the of February, I677-"3. 
Present^ the King’s Most Excellent Majesty in Count iL 

Upon reading at tfie board, a report from the Right ho* 
tiourable the JLords of the Caminitt<{e fo^ Trade and Plant.i- 
tions, words following * ^ ^ 

It please youfr Majesty, 

lUpHng received, ob the 12th, of Janddry last fronj the 

Rnst honourableMr. Secretary Coventry, a draft ofacommis* 
siem and instructions for the Earl of Carlisle, whoda your ma- 
jef^'ll^.appoiiited to be yonr governor of and hav- 
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ine:, !ifter several additions ami alterations, remitted the same APPC^ 
unto Mr. Secretary Coventry, on the 2d inst. we crave leave to 
offer to your majesty the most material points which did occur 
unto us upon perusal of the said drafts which are as fol- 
io weth : 

Ist. As we are of opinion that all members of council in 
Jamaica may, for the more easy passing of laws, be admitted 
into the assembly, if duly elected by the freeholders 5 so we 
cannot but advise your majesty, that as well the members of 
the said council suspended by your majesty’s governor, as the 
members displaced by your majesty, may be rendered incapa- 
ble during such suspension of being admitted into the as- 
sembly. 

2dL That although your majesty has, by an order of the 
16th of November last past, thought fit that no assembly be 
called without your majesty’s especial leave and directions ^ 
we think it very important, for your majesty’s service anil 
safety of the island, that in case of invasion, rebellion, 
or some other very urgent necessity, your majesty's governor 
may have power, with the consent of the assembly, to pa^g 
acts for raising of money, to answer the occasions arising by 
such urgent nccipssitied. 

3d. 1 hat whereas hitherto, within your miyesty’s island 
of Jamaica, the oaths of allegiance and supremacy have not 
been imposed on persons that bear any part of the govern* 
ment, except the members and officers of the councilj,. and all 
judges and justices; so, for the prevention of future incon- 
veniences, and greater assurance of loyalty towards your ma- 
jesty, we are humbly of opinion, that all persons elected into 
the assembly shall, befeibfi! their sitting, take the oaths of al- 
legiance and supremacy, which your majesty’s governor shall 
commiasionate fit persons, under the seal of the island, to 
administer unto them, and that, without taking the said 
oaths, m>ne shall be capable of sitting, although elected* 

Wc have likewise, pursuant to your., majesty's orders, pre- 
pared a body of laws, such as the Right honourable the Earl of 
('arlisle may be empowered to carry with him, and to offer 
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Cn \P. unto the assenibly of Jan.aica for their consent. Whereas we 
flo not findj since your majesty’s happy restf)iation, that any 
laws transmitted from your majesty’s plantations have been 
confirmed by your majesty, either under the t; re.it «eal of 
England^ or any other signification of yoiir majestv’s pleasure 
(the act of four and a half per cent in the Canbbee islands 
only excepted, which was confirmed by the order of council)^ 
and the intended method of enacting laws in Jamaica hath 
not as yet been put in practice ; we humbly crave your ma- 
jesty’s royal determination, whether the said law^ shall pass 
only by order of your majesty in council, or undei* the great 
seal of England, that we may accordingly be enabled fitly to 
present them unto your royal view. 

All which, 

IJis majesty was pleased to orde-, that Mr. Secretary Co- 
ventry do prepare Lord Carlisle’s commission and instruc- 
tions concerning these matters accordingly j and as for the 
laws of the said island, his majesty by an order of the board, 
hath been pleased this day to declare bis pleasure^ that they 
shall pa^'s under the great seal of England. 

NUMBER UI. 

Ea tract of King Charles the Second' s Commission to the Earl 
of Carlisle. 

And wc do hereby give and grant unto you, with the ad- 
vice and consent of the said council, full power and autho<« 
rity, from time to time, as need shall require, to .summon or* 
call general assemblies of the freeholders and planters within 
the said island, and other the territories under your govern- 
ment, in such manner and form as hath been formerly prac<* 
tided and used in the said island of Jamaica. 

And our will and pleasure is, that the persons thereupon 
duly elected, and having before their sitting taken the oaths of 
allegiance and stipremacy, (which you shall commissionate 
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fit persons, 4)9der the seal of oujr inland, to administejr^ APPIN- 
witliout takitjg which none^hall be capable of sittings, though^ . 

. elected) shall be called aod held the general assembly of the 
said island of Jamaica, and other the territories thereon de* 

' jieiiding , and shall have full pow4er and aiitlionty to agree nnd 
content unto all such statutes and ordinances for the public 
peace, welfare, and good government of the said island, and 
other the territories thereon depending,^ and the people and 
inhabitants thet^tt^lind such otheis as shall resort tiierconto, 
and for the benefit of our heirs and successors, as having been 
by yot^ with advice^ad consent it the said council, framed 
and trailsmi^^d unto ns, in prde^ to be hero enacted, by otit 
giving our edfisCnt thereunto,^ shell be by us approved and 
remitted unto you under our gteut seal of England ; which 
said statdtes, laws, and ordinances, are to by you framed 
as near as conveniently may be to the laws and statutes of 
bur kingdom of England. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

And we tla herdby, neverthe^es% authorite and empower 
you, in case of invasion, rebellion, of ^oine vejpy great nei es- 
5ity, to pass cct or acta^ by and with the 4on&ent of the 
general assembly^ without transmitting the same first to us, 
to raise money w ithim the said island, and the territories 
within your government, to ansv^er the occasion arising by 
such urgent necessities. / 

And we give yoo Hkewjjse^fuU power, from tim<^ to time^ 
as you shall judge 1t necessary, to dissolve ell gci^eralassem- 
bhes, as aforesaid. 

r 


XV. 

Extract qf Charle$ the Instructiofi^^Q harl 

^ ^ of Cf^rtisle. ^ 








And whereas by our (ibnimission tye have di«?e^'l|p^ 
for the fbthf^ no generaf aasetnMy be cal^d |ritbotit our spe- 
cial di&ttbna j^but that, upon do acquaint us 

by letter with ^thc necessity of gdling ishch 'aniassembly, and 


VOf.. fU, 
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( U VI' pray our consent and ditrctions for their meoiing^; )ou siuJl, 
at the time, trdn->niit unto us, with tlie advice and con- 
ient of the council, a draft of such acts as }o’i si all Ihink fit 
and hccc-^ai^y to be passed, that we may take the same into 
our consider xtain, and return them in the foiin v\e sliall ihinL 
fit to be en.it ted . in and upon the receipt o our connnantU, 
you shall then summon an assembly, and propose the said 
Iciiva foi their consent. 

And accordingly we have ordered t^hu^delivered unto you 
lveir6with, a certain body of laws, lor the use of our saidi&land, 
framed in pursuance of other laws tradsmittevl unto vs by 
former governors, with such iilterat’Ons and amendments as 
tve have thought Ikj with the advice Of our privy-council 
liere^ which, upon your airiv.il in our biid island, you shajl 
ofrer unto flie next as**eiijbly, that they may be consented to 
and enacted as laws originally coming from us. 

W> arc willing/ netcrtheless, that in cabe of invasion^ re- 
bel! ion, or Som^ cry urgent necessity, yot^ passman act or acts. 
With the consent of the general assembly, uithout transimf- 
ting the same first unto u^, to nti'je money within the said 
island, and the terntones depen ling thereon, to answer th 
OLcublons aribing hy such urgent nccebbiti>?s^ 

* And you bhairtake care that prebcut style of cnactim^ 

1 1\\ the governor j cou icili atio re [iresentntive of tlu eon 

viru'i assmhiedi be converted into^the style of, JJe it tneuLut 
bij the Jking" ^nmt exocUent majesty , by a^idv M' Vf^ 

the assctfihlif^ 

^ V/ 

'E^Unit ^n^\LHtet fre^ oj Con.de io Mr. Se< elary 

* / • ^ Cd$en^tj, ^ , , 

f/jlpiye «p6ken wjth Several of the council, aind fint 
' fdotHK iti them mi|Ch tlJSS^bfied -at ^ic aUcratioins in th© litw - 
f^nd iiianueroffpa^'jingtb^m, ]#urtioidaily at theUttef part t»i 

clau t in the thilitk bill ; but that multt^iiogs he may. 
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upon all dcoasions or etnergeacles, att a«? captdln-g<*neral 
and governor in chjV*f, according to and in pursuance of all 
% ^ the poweis and authorities gi\en unto him by his majesty’s 
comruibbion^ any thing in this cube, or any^other, to Uio 
’ contraiy in anywise notwithstanding j ’ which they are 
jealous of, le >t that thereby they shall rin? 4 (e it legal to execute 
all instructions that either ore or shall be sent to me, or any 
other succeeding got^tuor^ which scruple might ea-il) be 
avoided, but great seal being affix -d to tlu lav\ I 

have no pov^t to altcatiaUj which 1 . might have done 
' botl^ to their satisfaction anil the preservation of the king's 
rightsV' The act for the revenue* too, f feai will not without 
difficulty pa^s j^but I shall endeavour uU I can to bring them 
to for'w'hich I have greater indurenients than my being 
, liefCjs' without any hopes from the present state of the trea- 
sury^ which is exliausted and ia debt for their new iortilica- 
tions. 


NUMBER VJ, 

^ ^ to Mt» S^aetary ('oveydiy from the lien I oj 

Cut tide. 

^ St. lltk September, 

Sir, 

^ The assembly met on tlie 2d instant, and, I hnd, are o 
dissatisfied with the uheration of the govern meat/ that I qucb- 
tion whether they will pass any of these laws; they have objec- 
tions against sevend of tbeih as the act for the revenue that 
is perpetual, and may ^)e ^ they are nettled, at the ex- 

pression in the preamble, that the revenue wa^ raised by the 
governor ahd council 5 atjjd tltOUgh they cannot deny it to be 
truth, Jpet they say Ihht codMil was elected by the pcofde, 
nnd, though conttnned tnider the name of a council, yet wa§ 
in ejCfect fin assembly of representatives of the j>e(>ple, 

1 haVe ^j^en into their hands acopy of tbaiact and fourteen 
nu^rc, and them libtirty co compare with the 01 i- 
ginal. /The aef^of n^itia and flome otheis 1 ktVp by me, nil 
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I «c what they will do vvith those they have. All the acts 
are n<^t yet transcribed 5 for but one man can write at a time^ 
and they ate bulky; but I have enough to keep them em-* 
ployed. The speaker came to me on Saturday, to desire li- 
berty to adjourn for a few daysr^ which I consented to, and 
they adjourned tUKfhursd&y morning. Lu ut. Col. Beeston 
Is speaker, who 1 recointnended to thpljp upon Sir H. IdLor- 
gan‘s assurances that he would beha\ e h|n 9 Self well. He hath 
the general repute of an honest and^^^ph^creet gentleman^ 
he signed the oilier about the privateer^ at which so 
much offence was taken ; but 1 am saliaAdd he was no further 
faulty, than in Complying with the dl^ptions of the assem- 
bly : and 1 the rather proposed him (w^om they had a mind 
to choose) to gain the point quietly of recommending, wl^ch 
my Lord Vaughan, I em told, neglected to do. 

The assembly appointed a committee to compare these 
laws with their former: it is said they differ in many things^r 
especially from those laws last sent from Lord Vaughan, 
which are most usefully framed for their present benefit. 

Popular discourses here as w^U as in England , and 1 find 
a few men’s notions have taken such^plaoe^ lK(ith the leading 
men of the assembly, that they rather set themselves to frame 
arguments against the present constitution, than to accommo- 
date things under it. 1 cannot yet teH you whaf Course I 
shall take to remove this diffici^t^ 5 but 1 will do the be^| I 
can. 1 fiqd one of the council more faulty in this than any 
man {a tlie island,' hut am name him have 

tried the utmost to rCclaiili 

Whilst we are^ here busy IWUt imall ^m^tters, I dOpbt 
your hands are full of may therefore forget ns 

We hear^he French aqd agreed. 


I^m, Sir, 

^ Your most humble ^efyunt 
CAB^ISLE 
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'NUl^BER VII. 

Extract of a Litter frQm the Lari of Cai lute the Cotiwniice, 
24^/i OLioher, 167^* 


API’KN- 

JL>1\ 


My Lords, ^ 

I have met with the difficulties here I foresaw, but 
could neither avoid laer prevent, in England. The general 
assenibly meeting CJd of September last, I recommend- 
ed and sent to thel!il*ike several bills I brought over under the 
great leal of England^, for their consent to be enacted; but 
beiugSnuch dissalfcJiJeti the uew frame of government, and 
their loaing^tUeir de^beratlvejgnrt of power in altering .uul 
nmcndtng la^Vs, they would not pass an) one ot them, but 
ihlivy them all out , but prepared an address/ w ith a bill of 
impok upon wines and otlier strong liquors for one year, 
without giving me notice thereol, in such terms and form as 
vyas not fit ftir mo to p«iss it: but afterwards changing the 
style of enacting, as directed in my instructions, with some 
other amendments to this bill, the public necessities of the 
hUnd, having cpntracted many debts from ne.w fortdiratimi's 
and salaries already due, requiiing it, 1 gave the royal assent, 
and then, on the l^tli this instant Octoln r, I djsstdved them. 
My earnest suit to all your lordships is, that you^ll plea&t to 
have me In your thoughts, and the present state of tins co- 
lony under your lordsUrpSj^^Consideratioft^ for some expedient 
may be elucidatory the power given me by my 
commission and instruiiticpj^ which may quiet the mmds of 
persons generally dj^atisil^^tn this island, which b most 
ceftainly under the greatest B^es of improvement bf all the 
islands in the West Indies,, atfd^erefore most lit foi to be 
cncourageA with the kuig^^ <*iritenance aftd support, \^ith 
good and accCjHablC laws, 

\Vhat bills I shall sen 4 to Mr. Secretary Coventry, I pray 
may be dispatched speedily when brought before youi lord- 
ships end received , an ordfer to be passed through all olHccs 
without delay, being in part of what is so very much wantjng 
towards the support of the good government of this islainl.’ 
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MEMBER Vin. 


Tt f/y of a 1 (ttei J'^om ilxp railt^f Carlisle to t it ( ^ j j t( e, 
M> JAifJS, 

x* 

\ fc rtiiig-ht ago I gave jon an ttc^COi^nt wpon v li.tt ttrinfe 
Jhi! pirted with the assembly i bi nee thoroughly 
consWerLd of whit might in thib place frtiftsi; conduce to his - 
iDfijeSty's strvice, md could not think of ojiy baiter expedtent 
than to ‘iM d the bearei, Mr. Atkinson, ^ wait upon Vout 
lol(l‘^h1p^5 He w'as Secretary teji ^Sl^ rhypmas Lvneh tind my 
I^ord \^iugh in, and has been enough ac<^uainted with all my 
proceedings since my anival, so as pertcrtly able to s^isfy 
your lordships in any thing jou ma\ desire to know concerning 
the plioe^ and to Iny hef^ie you all the sc\cr«tl inteicst« of 
Ins majesty relating to it 

M> loids, I 6rd that the present form apjiolntei for the 
making and passing ot laws, considering the distance of th^ 
pHce, IS tery impracticable, besides \ery distasteful to the 
«ense of the people here, as you may obsertra by the assem- 
bly s address to me, and if your lordships will ple^ise to 
mo’iehi’5 majesty to send me a general instruttion to (all 
anotlier <isscmbly, and to re-enact and make whit laws are bt 
for thi? place, I coi^td then ordet^Hbe matter to toiulude ef- 
fectually to Jus majesty's service. I have^ by Mr Atkinsp^, 
sent you fclie dtafls of suca b4llsng|r6re the most fundamential, 
and chiylly concern his nla’ ii™^nterest> tiud 1 do a^®ure 
you, that I will not in ^uymw^rial point vary tioui them. 
He will, when your lordBhlj^ order him to ittcnd ’yOu, liy 
them all before you, and, 1 bel^e, give your 10rdsUi[»s sn^h 
tbyw^u^h 4 itJsfactjorl, thr^. yliu^^will rest that what I 

is for his majesty’s Scivit*e, and that I sh ill ue enough 
^nabh d by it to settle every thing upon so good a foundation, 
that neither bis majesty »6r your lonbhrps will e\er rq>cnt 
||aving made any deference to my ojnmou . in it, tny lords, 
i success dtpeiids'upon the difipatolj^ljind W theclrcum- 
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'i^nres Mi*. AtkuisoirwiII give you an .•cnuint IIh bu^itte&s y\iTt\* 
i-5 wholly to attend 30UI lordships anil, I bdu\e, he' will 
alvva}** b< III tliL wav. He has ]>ra)ed ine to infi ictde with 
Viur lordsh to tvcu^c what eriors In oimoit^ as 

havinf^ bt ( n a W Indian for these ei/^ht jcars \ i-.t, md do 
on his bolialt Leg that favour of jour lordships, hut laipe 
that lu wiU ])iove bpi ilisciect, as to give )Our lord^'^]ps ao 
manner o I ofluice* 1 tlon^litit the leadast .aid Ik st way’ 
to hav< all things Hghtlj iiudei stood, and do ho*pe that isst^c 
will be produced frdm it. 

1 aV>i >our Lordships' most 

^ ^ hpmWej, *u>d ohid'ciit ‘■e'\ ant, 

' t HlLi^LK 

SL JUgod^ la Fegffj Nov. 15 , 107^:1, 


NUMliLR IX. 

Vniract of a Letter Jrom lit l^ail of ('aiJislo to Mr ^cctdar/f 
Cov /i(rj. 

On the 2d of Stptiiuber la t the gtneial as^m.bJ; inct, 
but under so much dHsalibfaotion from the new fiarne oi v,o- 
^\riuueM, and their losing tiiea (khbciatue part ol powei* 
in h dining, altering, and lunending laws, tliat they sp( ut mar 
i fortnight very il’neasily about some of the laws, and would 
ha\c begun with the bill levcnue to Ivive thrown that oM 
first, ds a of their disallowing the new method of gov em- 
inent, being so highly that they were near questioning 

the kings power and to do it: lUjoinuch, that 1, 

taking the maintenance theredf to he in mj < harge, and fimlin^, 
some of the council equally disgusted at the change of co\ c i /»- 
incut, and foreSbceing that'^it wasi hke to encourage disi outer t 
in the assembly, totaktvth^ijl ofi’, nod leave the asiCmbly upo i 
their humour by themselves, 1 thought it abioluti ly 

necessary to put thi** question to each of the lounHcllors, ui 
these words: “ Do jou submit «md consife-nt to thi^ pic‘'i.iit 
** form of goveinment which his majesty bath been plcattd to 
order Ifor this isltnd of Jamaica?*' To which the ciiief- 
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riJ\P juatipe^ Col Ix>ng:, refused to answr, with two morcj CoC 
ChaHcs V hitdeld and Col Thomas Freeman< The cbief- 
justice^i beings a man of %tr> gfeat mfluenoe upon the assem- 
bly, I presently suspended, and ^ave the other two (less dan- 
gerous) till morning to consider on it : and then the chief- 
justice sent to me ms submission under his baud, and Col. 
Freeman submitted ; but Col Charles tVhitlield, otherwise a 
♦ve**> good man, went away into the codlS^ryi 

Tl^e assembly received and examined ^ the ^ brought 
over, and drew up their reasons agaihst j^e^ing them i of each 
many were i ery frivolous, and the best wmSi because they^nere 
not compared with and amende4 by thejiast l^ws of my Frord 
Vaughan’s, now With you, and received som^ two days bef^^^re 
my coming away, the fleet then staying in the Downs, 
departure much pressed upon the cxpjKctatioa of war. These 
reasons against the revenue bill 1 answered individually , but 
no means or endeavours either 1 myself, the council, oi both 
could u«ie, woi^ld prevail with tliepE| to pass any one of them; 
.•nd J look upon this to be their chief reason, that by not pass- 
ing them they might the better shew their dislike of that new 
way of government , though they urge this for their enjoying 
a power of altering and amending laws,thenfieessity of chang- 
ing them as often as occasions do require, and the distance 
from this place is so great, that before the lifog's approbation 
can be obtained to a taw, and retn!^^ hither, it may be ht for 
the publiQ' 4 $opd Either to lay that law aStdei or much to 
chan^ and it , ^md, objection 

I think ^ey are in the right want tempo- 

rary laws till the dblony be bi^tlwgrown i and^ upon thorough 
considecation of the whol^ this part, I am of upi-- 

nlon H Is ahould be 

leave and paWer from thf kl!bg^l%afce JaWt; (ndkVa^ating fo 
his majesty’s power or prerogative)uto «rudurefor smne ferin 
'^tiU his royal approbation may be had therein of this I 
do earncbtly entreat yohr care. ’ 

fc Lv^ng use^ all methods possible with the seinifol members 
,aOd jom^y witfifthe body of theaswwtebly, for the passing 
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the laws^ I i^as, after jnan^ confereates and debuted, art^d 
^ veral adjournments, frustrated, and they threw them alFoitt,^ 
Afterwards), in a full bady, by the speaker they gave me the 
, inclosed jiddrcss, and presented to me a bill for the public im- 
post, i)ref)ared, without gtvSngf me notice thereof, in «iiicU 
terms and forme as was not Ht for me ttf^paes it in ; but at> 
last in some part consented tu such amendments as I and 
council thought fi^^hanging the et>le of enacting as di- 
rected in my inetru^ions, but reelfraimrig it to one year^^ fttwn 
. a feal^fthai it they should have made It perpetual, they ehoUM 
be Assembled nd'^dre, be i^overned by governor and 
council/is tSfey ^ere in CojiiI)*Oyley*s time, when they en- 
acted laws, ftpt only for'^the revenue but otlior occasions by 
gb^eiPnor and council, and some part of bit* Charles Lyttle- 
toh's timcji it appears by our council-book upon the place; 
and Sir lliomasModyford hod an instruction to continue this 
revenue by order of governor and coiiitril, the assembly in 
his life-tIme passing it perpetual 5 and in Sir Thomas Lyncli' > 
time the assembly made it perpetual, but, for want of the 
king’s consent, they both are fallen; but now, tiie asseir*bh 
say, they are pf abetter understanding than to give the runi> 
oUt of their own hands. ’ 

To this bill, the islaud> affairs lieing Under great pres- 
sures ft-pm public debts contracted fo^ the new fortifications 
and SalaiieS already due/#^ve the royal assent; and then, 
being the 12th instaht, 1 dissolved them. 

Which having doive;^l^*|;ndt^ being satisfied^* wjtb Ihc be- 
haviour of tiif5a8sembly?P^rir proceedings in rbUtfon to 
the’governmeuH stood ch^’gjfd wjtb>- most of ^ them being 
in military trusts^ I put tbfe question to eack df them 1 Do 
' you submti to this fym df goternmcnl which his majesty 
* ‘ hath been pleaded td order 4bt this island; of Jamaica ? *’ to 
which several of them neither gave me a dutiful nor cheerful 
answer ; |0me did, and at thi& somA are ipuch dissatisfied. 
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JVfev it please your lixccllcncy. 


e, the niemberb chosen b> his majebiy s wi it tu be tlicjtjo- 
neral as^ienibly fortius hi& island of Jama«^ do, with a ,'^reat 
,deal of thankfulness^ ackriowlcdge t}ie princely care which his 
iij'jKsly hath been e\er pleased to have of this hi^ colony, and 
of which 3 OUT excellency hath likev ^segiy^n to us \ery lite 
aihfji^esh assurances and, in obedience to his majesty’s com- 
mands, we have jierused the several bills which j our exedfency 
sent us , and, ha\ mg duly eScamihed the matters contained in 
them, we could not g»ve our cott^ent io any of them, there 
lietng <iivcrs fundamental enors, which w e particul^i^rlyv.oh'- 
served, and did cause them to be entered Into our journal; 
from the consideration of them we cannot but reflect, and do 
humbly bog excellency to re]iresent unCo his most sacred 
majesty, the great inconveniencies which are like to redound 
unto this hiS Island by this method and manner of parsing of 
Iriu s, wLk h is absolutely impracticable, and will not only tend 
to the great discoura«?<^inent of the present planters, but like* 
wise put a very fatal otpp to any further prosecution of the 
improvement of this pi ice, there being notlnng that iriiiles 
people more to settle ami remove their family and stocks into 
this remote put of th^ woild, thsi^i^tbe .issurance they have 
always had ^ being governed in Such manner as fhat none 
of their rigfil^^SljouJd lost, so lon^ as they w ere within the 
domhiions^ofthe kingdom behe\e 

that hjs ^fgesty wuld have mis^l&is aUeratfbp, had he been 
truly informed 9f his own mteirests, and of that which E pio- 


per anil namrp) the connli^l^tlonfO/^ this islanw. 

My j»rd;j ycuf that fre 'ott^^govepi|or, tipnn 

the pl^ce, caflnat but dibtfuguhh both, and plainly see th i* 
whiph, at great distance, is inipossiWc to be known, beittg al- 
jpp yrt iljsitinguisjied lyith the false oolours ot interest and de- 
* "u It IS tq you, 'th^Vefore, we address oursely^ i nbd rh> 
iWj* l»cg jou to assure his mtge8ty,Vlii(-h we.4o£r^m{)i«t 
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bottom of o^r licarts unfcigncclly declare, t.bat wc are his true, . 
faithful, and' loyal subjects.'. In the next place, sir, we hum- 
bly beg you to lay before his majosty; the true condition of 
, this i.sland, and tlie severaljjjjTcumstanccs wherein it : 

the situation and natural ad^a*ntages of the place will verv 
probably, by God’^s blca$ipg, Jn 'a very short time, make it, 
very cdnsiilcrnble. It^j^yere pity, therefore, that any stop in 
its infancy should be 'put to dt,. which may hinder its future 
grow^th, and disappoint those hopes which his majesty., 
evep*||Sil, and^whicli will no tfoubt of it come to pass, fjiat, 
if this i^knd be en^^^aiged by good .government and whole- 
some laws, if Vill effectciallj^ierVe very many Interests, botli 
of his majesty’s crown and the nation’s trade. 

the present* form of the government, m it is now ap- 
pointed, has these plain and manifest inconveniencies In it. 

’ 1st. That the distance of this place renders it impossible 
to be put in practice, and does not in arty manner fall under 
th^ same cbnsuleration as Ireland does, flrom which we con- 
clude the exg^mple is taken. ' 

2d. The nature of all colonies is changeable, and conse- 
quently tlie laws must be adapted the interest ()f the place, 
and must alter with it. 

3d. It is no small satisfaction that the people, by their, 
repr^entatives, have a ^^llberatiyorj^yriir making of 

fews 5 the negative ana l>|r^ly resolving powerheing not ac- 
cording to the, rights pf Englishmen, and 
but in^thpse aristobraey^i^reya^ls- 

government bfin^/all 
things ahsol«ft"^!attd puts power.pl a governor to 

do what he pleases, which is m^esty^s interest, and 

may he a temptation cdmniit great 

partiiiytic^^,^d '’I?''"' ’ . 

wbi<!n haf been; ways hsed, both in this 
other colonies, in ,tha of hiws,> was a 

greater, his majesty’s prcro^tlve than tiie present 
!forinj^ jf5[>Vi^- governor durst npf^^onsent to any ihihg 
his iot^fe^t j apd if fce did, the signj[6cation of llie kih^s 


vlx 
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CH^P. determined the laws, so that his majesty bad thereby 

a double neeative# 


I’ims, sir, we have truly laid bef(^re your excellency our 
re.il sense; and do hope that your excellency, being tho- 
roughly satisfied of the mischiefs which will certainly arise to 
this place from the reasons we hat^' given, will in that man- 
ner represent our condition to his mc^ty, that he may be 
thereby induced to give an instruction tp^^nr excellency, to 
pass$uch laws as are municipal and lit fyt us> and^t^^tbe 
same manner which has ever l^en '^rd^lfised in tliis^ inland 
and other his majesty's colonial we having no other cl^m 
in it than to ex{)ress our duty to the king* and our unfei|;;|^d 
service nnd gratitude to your excellency, fur mediating 
which Is so diuch for his majesty’s and the island's interest* 
And we do here likewise present uUtp your excellency a 
bill for the raising a public impost unto his majesty;, his heirs 
and successors,^ for Ihe support of this his government 5 and 
do hereby --your excellency to accept of it as a real de- 
monstration of oUf loy<iUy to our prince and Service to ybur 
excellency, with ussurai^e that we shall, upon all occasions, 
be ready to express such furtiier testimonies of the same as 
may be Suitable to upf duty and allegiance. 

'' * 

. NUMBER Xf. 


PyhUi 


ifxBS^KT, tho^lf ing’S 



A 

lentt 


in Council. 


^Wheitos tijft Lords of the Commit- 
tee f^r an| f la^thlUS i^id th^ day ihake Report 

unto his CourfcSl, 




£ That having in'^pm^uaiK^e of bis msjesty’s^Srder, con- 
sidered the prese^i^^stute ana constitutlou of Jammea, ami the 
^Wrnnjent thereof,' St is settled h^Hs mpaj«sty*acbli^^^ 
lord|(hip3 See no reasons any should be 
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made in the method of mating laws according to^the usage 
of Ireland^ for which tlieir lonlships aie preparing reasons to 
evince the necessity and legality of the aame And that 
wheteas a ship is now lying m the Downs^ bound'* for that 
island^ their lordships advise that the Right Honourable Mr. 
Secretary Coventry do, by this conveyance^ inform the Earl 
of Carlisle of his pleasure herein, with directions 

that all things be diap 03 Cd to this end and that in the mean 
time, the present laws enacted by Lord Vaughan be con- 
tintl^ by proclamation, or otherwise, until his* maj^aty^s 
p^eilliDl^be fiirtheri^owhi as also that his lordship do» by 
the $rsi conve^apee^ s^nd over ap authentic copy of the act 
f^r a public impost, Utelf enacted there, according to hU 
lOm^ip's instructions for matters of that nature. 

Bis majesty, having thought fit to approve thereof, was 
pleased to order, as it is hereby ordered, that the Right 
Honourable Mr. Secretary Coventry do signify his 
majesty’s pleasure unto the Earl of Carlisle, according 
to the report. 


Aprr N« 
Dl\ 


NUMBER XIL 

« jf 

Jt the Court at the ksth of May^ 1679- 

*, !• * 
pKiiSBNTi the Kipg'e Excellent ^ Council. 

Whereios.^te read at the Board aRcpdrt 

fVom^the Right icfrds of the Com- 

Trade and in the words tol- 

May it please yoUr 

WeJhaVe, in obedience to ypur miyesty^^ command*?, en- 
teredintQtiic present stateof your miye^^ty's island of Jamaica, 
in ordeir t<^|M^pose such means as may put an end to the great 
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( ii \ P tli^rouragejiicni j^our ni ijeaty’s p)Ofl swhjects there lie undei 
liy the un-^etlled conditt6n theretif, oeca^j oie^d by the refusal 
of the l^>v^ lately oflt red by th*' E ii I ot Caib'-le to the asseiu- 
bly forHhen consent, at whifli proceethiif**! tiibaatiifactiyn 
appears to have iisen in the iimnner following: 

B> the commission granted by yotjtr n y* sty unto the Lord 
A a ugh in and several preceding 3, it waa your ro)al 

pledoure to entiust the assembly of Jaroiiica wi^h a power to 
liame {tnd enact laws> by the advice ar4^QPi»<int ot th^ go- 
vernor and council; tvhich Jaws were to continue in foyce for 
the space of two years, and no longer fc^t so it bath hap- 
pened, that your m4ijestyj finding the irt'cobvepienciea, Which 
did attend that power and manner of makings Iaw8,by the Ir- 
regular, violent, and unwarrantable proceedings of the a&|eni- 
bly, was pleased, with the advice of }our privy cQuacU/\ to 
provide, by the iSiirl of Carlisle's commission, that "no ^IbWs 
should be enacted in Jamaica, but such as, being framed by 
the governor and council, and transmitted unto your majesty 
for your royal approbation, were afterwards remitted to Ja- 
maica, and consented unto by the assembly there; and, in 
pur-yuance thereof, the Earl of Carlisle carried over a body of 
laws under the greats^ of England; which Jaws upon his 
lordship's arrival there, have been rejected by the general as- 
sembly, upoa grounds and reasons tontoined in ah address to 
your majesty's goverUor, and in divj^rs letters received from 
his lordshi^n ^at behalf, 

1st. pla^e, we^fiirf th^ are unsatisjled with 

the elapse b Ifte 

govepuor may, uj;)ou all aet 

verrtOr id chief, according iti^p\lfS^UaGett.of all the 

I owers and authorities Unto him by youy majesty's 

ciin>ini‘-sion ; faring makfi it Jii^l t.> 

sent your 

They havedikeiylfie rejected the bill vising a 
mbac bebS 'pdf^pctual, liable (as, they say) 

lo'jiecliVeitcd 
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3tUy. It is objouted, th:it the suid l.iws contain divers fan- > Appf.iV- 
diimeiital errors. " 

4tl)ly, 1 bat they were not compared w/th, and amended 
by the last laws sent over by Lord Vaughan. 

5tbly, 'lh«t the distance pf the place renders the present 
method of pa&siiiir laws wholly impracticable* * 

6rhl\. That the nature df all colonies is cbangeablej and 
consequently the Uws lUdst be adapted to the interest of the 
place, and alter with it. 

74;hly. That thereby the) lose the satisfirtion of a ddi&e- 
rativ^e’^power in mating laws. 

Sthly. That this form 6^ government renders your go- 
vernor absolute. ' ^ 

^rPthly. That by the former method pfenaetiug laus \our 
• majesty*s prerogative was better secured. * 


These being the objections and pretences upon which the 
iibiembly has, with so much anhno&ity, proceeded to rejf*tt 
those bills transmitted by your majes-ty, we cannot but ofUr, 
1 ji )onr»majest}’b information and satisfaction, such dshoit 
<L.ns\^cr thereunto as may not only give a testimony of the 
unreas(inublebes‘5 of their proceedings, but also fujnish your 
y;overnor, when occasion shall serve, with such argument-, 
na may be lit to be usi d in justification of your majesty s com- 
iti ‘^bion and powers granted unto him. 

1st, It is not without the greatest presi|g?i"pt{jOn that they 
go about to question youf mjesty’s power militia m 

that island, bince it b^£a%we<i ami deeWe'd, even by 


that island, sina^ it ami decwecl, even by 

the laws of thlayour klng^is^.that the sole supreniegovern- 
meht, command, and tltsposSut?^ pf the militia, and of all 
forces by sea and land, and pf all forts and places of ‘strength, 
is rc'^idlng in yott^, majesty,* within all your nmjesty^s rcahub 
and dominions. 

* 

2d. 'jThe objection made against the bill fpr the public re- 
venue Ifatl) as liiile ground, since its being perpuual is in* 
more thad was formerly offered by them unto your 
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maje^ty^ during the government of Sir Thomas Lynch, in 
the saoie ^[jcasure and proportion as l^ now proposed j nor 
can U bi^ diverted^ -fSince provision is thereby expressly made, 
the? same shall be for the bet ter support of that govern- 
ment , besuleSj that it is not snitable to the duty and mo-> 
desty ot subj^cts^ to suspect your majesty s justice or care for 
the government of 0jat c<?lony, wl||^b settlement and preser- 
vation ha^ e been most particularly earraed on by your ma- 
jesty's tender regard, and by the gmt expense of yonr^wn 
tiithsnre. ^ ^ 

3d It cannot with any truth be saldi i^at these laWcon- 
lain many and great errors, no|h(iig having been done there- 
in but in pursuance of former laws,, at divers times enacted 
by the assembly, and with the advice of your maiest/s 
council, as well as the opinion and appobation of your attor- 
ney-general, upon perusal of the same/ J 

4th* To the fourth objection it may be answered, thnt, if 
any thing had been found of moment or importance in. the 
last parcel of laws transmitted by tlie Lord Vaughan, your 
majesty’s tender care of your subjects' welfare would h ive 
been such as not to ha^jent those bills imperfect, or der 
fective in any necessary matter* 

5th« As to the distance of the place, which renders (as 
they say) tfei0 present^ ibethod of making laws altogether 
practicable^^ ynttr majesty having' *becn pleased to regulate 
the som^ advice of your privy council, according to 
theusog^^^^Sfand, such care tt^kan as that no law 
might be Wteig weU-be{ng 

of the piuntatioir^and Wom which 

in all former goyernin^ts .thought nece&saryjp|jar 

is it*^Iike1y that this^lp^y^fa Subject to 
than your kingdom ^ more -ire- 

quent in leases than such as 

are already prdyided^fi^ ^bpon eineigcncies, 0 tn other 
i^anner lhan4« diluted pf ydur majesty's e^&mjssion} 
^wbilteb} the inj^ahiti^ts have free ac^^ss to mako ooxoploints 
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to your governor and council, of any <lefect in any old law> APHI N 
or to give reasons for any new one, which, l>einir modelled ^ ^ 
by the governor and council into form of law, and transmit- • 
ted unto your majesty, it' by your majesty and council found 
reasonable, inry be transmitted back thither to be enacted 
accordingly. , 

6th. It was sufficiently apparent bnto your majesty, that 
Jaws must alter with the interest of the place, when you 
were graciously pleased to lodge such a power in that govern- 
ment, as might not only, from time to time, with your ma- 
jesty’s approbation, and by the advice both of your privy- 
ujuncil here, and of the governor and council ilicre, enable 
the assembly to enact new laws answerable to their growing 
ifeeessities, but even, upon urgent occasiyis, to provide, by 
raising money, for the security of the ii>land, without attend- 
ing your majesty’s orders or consent. 

7th. It is not to be' doubted but the assembly have 
endeavoured to gra«p all power, as well as that of n delibe- 
rative voice, in making laws : but how far they have thereby 
. intrenched upon your majesty’s prerogative, and exceeded the 
Dounds of their duty and loyalty, upon this pretence, may 
appear their late exorbitant and Unwarrantable proceed- 
ings during the government of the Lord Vaughan, in order- 
ing and signing a warrant under: the marshal of the island, 
yornr majesty’s officer of j^stice,^ for the shipping and pre- 
venting the execution of a sentence passed, al^ording to the 
ordinary forms of law, upon a notorious pirate, and distuiber 
of your inajestj^’s peace: and they have further taken upon 
them, by virtue of ' this deliberative power, to make laws 
contrary to those of En&;laHd, arid to imprison your majesty’s 
su^ects ; nor have they forborne io raise money by public 
acts, and to dispose of the same according to their will and 
pleasure, without any mention made of your majesty, which 
has never in like ca^e been practised in any of your majesty’s 
kingdoms. How far, therefore, it is fit to intrust them with 
a power wliiph they have thus abused, and to which they 
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ril \l\ iiavc no pretension of right, was the subject of your najosfy’s 
royal coiniriission, whi^ii you w'ere pleased to put a rtstraint 
upon those enormities, and to take tiie rein^* of government 
into your own hands^ which they, in express words, against 
their duty and allegiance, have challenged and refused to 
pa it with. 

8th It cannot with any truth be supposed, th.it, by the 
present form of governm.ent, the governor is rendeied abso- 
lute, since he is now, more than ever, become accountable 
unto your majesty of all his most important doliberationa 
and actions, and is not warranted to do any thing but accord- 
ing to law and your mi^esty's commission and instruction*-, 
given by ail vice of your privy council. 

9th. And whether your mgyesty’s prerogative is prejudiced 
by the present constructions, is more the concernment of 
your majesty, and subject of your own care, than of their 
considerations. 

Lastly, and in general : We humbly conceive, that it would 
1 ) 1 ’ a great satisfaction to your subjects there inhabiting, and 
an invitation to Strangers, when they shall know what laws 
they are to be governed by, and a great case to the planters, 
not to be continually obliged to attend the assemblies to re- 
enact old lat«^s, which your majesty has now thought fit, in 
a proper form, to ascertain and establish j whereas the late 
jiower of making temporary law^ could be understood to be 
of no longer continuance than until such wholesome laws, 
founded upon so many years experience,, should be agreed 
on by the people, and finallf enacted by ypur majesty, in 
such manner as Hath beeii practised in either of your majesty’s 
dominions to which your English subject have transplanted 
themselves. For as they dannot pretend to further privi- 
leges than have been granted to’ them, either by charter or 
some solemn act under your great seal, so, having from the 
first beginning of that plantation been governed by such 
instructions as were given by your majesty unto your gover- 
nors, according to the power your majesty had originallv 
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over them, and which ^ou have by no one authentir act ever 
yet parted With, and having never h.ul . ' otlier nt^ht to 

aesetnblies than from the jierinission of the governors, and 
that only temporal y and for proliation, it is to be wondered 
how they should presume to provoke your ms^Cbty^ by pre- 
tending a right to that which hath been allow^ them merely 
out of favour, and disCpiirage your majesty from future 
favours of that kind, when what your majesty ordered for \ 
temporary experiment, to bce what form would, best suit tiie 
safety and interest of the island, shall be construed to be a 
total resignation of the power inherent in your majesty, and 
a devolution of it to themselveb and their willb, without 
which neither law nor government, the essential ingredient*-’ 
of their subsistence and well-being, may take place among 
them. 

Since, therefore, it is evident, that the asbcmbly of Jamaica 
have, without any just grounds, and with so much animosity 
and undutifulne&s, proceeded to reject the marks of your 
majesty’s favour towaids them, and that your majesty’s 
resolutions in this case are like to be the measure of respect 
and obedience to your royal commands in other colonies j 
we can only offer, as a cure for irregularities past and a 
leinedy against all further inconveniencies, that your nit^jesty 
would please to authorize and empower your governor to 
call another assembly, and to represent unto them the great 
convenience and expediency of accepting and consenting 
unto such laws as your mc^esty has under your great seal 
transmitted unto them , and that, in case of refusal, his lord- 
ship be furnished with such powers us were formerly given 
unto Colonel D’Oyley, your first governor of Jamaica, and 
since unto other governors, whereby his lordship may be 
enabled to govern according to the laws of England, where 
the different nature and constitution of that colony may con- 
veniently permit the same ^ and, in other cases to art, with 
the advice, of the council, in such manner as shall be 
held necessary and proper for the good government of that 
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plantation, until your majesty's further orders , and that, by 
all opportunities of conveyance, the governor do give your 
majesty a constant and particular account of all his proceed^ 
ings, in pursuance of your instructions herein. 


All which IS most humbly submitted, ^c. ^ 

Upon reading of which report, and full debate thereupon, 
his majesty was pleased to approve the same ; and the 
Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Coventry is hereby 
directed to prepare such suitable orders and Instruc- 
tions as may answer the several parts and advices 
contained in the said report* ^ 

Robert SoutkwelL 


NUMBER XIII. 

Li tiaet oj a Letter fiom the Committee to the Earl of Carlisle, 

Afier our very hearty commendation unto your lord- 
ship, we have received two letters from you, the one of the 
^4th of October, the other of the 15th of November, 1678 , 
both of which gave us an actount of the distaste the assemVdy 
had expressed at the new frame of govcrnpient, and of their 
throwing out all the bills transmitted under the great seal) 
and your lordship having therein recommended unto us the 
speedy dispatch of the bill? sel&t to Mf . Secretary Coventry, 
for passing them through the offices here, tve did thereupon 
take the ^ame into our consideration ) but finding that they 
contained such clauses as we had formerly (your lordship 
being preaent) disallowed m the laws enacted by the Lord 
Vaughan, as most prejudicial to his majesty's rights and pre- 
rogative, one of them appropriating and disposing of the quit- 
/ents in the same terms as was formerly done, so much to 
his majesty's dissatisfaction: another declaring the laws of 
England to be in force, which clause (your lordship cannot 
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but remember) wrs postponed here, tipon very serious deli- 
beration j besides divers other particulars, altogether unfit to 
be passed by his majesty : we have, withal, perused the several 
letters which your lordship had written tr) Mr. Secretary 
Coventry, in ^elation to your government: and as for the 
laws, we could not advibe his majesty to proceed in any 
other manner, than by giving power to call another assembly, 
and to offer unto them the same laws }our Joid^hip carried 
over, as being the most usefully framed and settled for the 
good of the island and his majesty’s service: Rnd that, in 
case of refusal, you might be enabled to govern according to 
commissions and instructions given unto former governors, 
as your lordship, will more fully understand by our repoit 
unto his majesty, and the order of council thereupon, to 
which we refer your lordship, as setting forth at large the 
grounds aad reasons inducing the resolutions his majesty has 
now taken. 


NUMBER XIV. 

Exhact of a LitUr from the Earl of Carlisk to Mr. Stcreiait/ 
Coventry, * 

I 

St. Jago de la Vega, SOth Aug. 1679. 

Yottk packet by Captain Buckingham, having inclosed 
his majesty’s letter the 31st of May la&t, and an order in 
council of the 28th pf May, 1679, together with the animad- 
versions of the council upon several points of the 22d of 
May last, and two letters from yourself, 1 received the 
26th inst. at night. The next morning 1 read them in 
council. The assembly then having sat some seven days, to 
renew the bill for a revenue, the last being just expiring, I 
sent for the general assembly, and read the order of council 
and the king’s letter thereupon to them, which 1 hope will 
^have some good effect; but they came in as good time so 
much contrary to their expectation. I herewith send you a 
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CHW <’^^py addrej^s thereupon^ which they prosenlcd to me 

the 2Sth j and finding them mettled and warm, I thought it 
discretion to let them take time to digest their thoughts j 
and, having continued the revenue bill for six munths longer 
from the li>t of beptember next, I passed it, and then pro- 
rogued them till the ‘iSlh of October following. 


NUMBER XV. 

s 

f 0 /)// of a vote of the Ai^sembbj, Aug, ^2^, IGfO 
DIE VENERIS, 

I'he toiiimittee appointed to examine Mr. Martyn’s ac- 
connts reported, that Mr. Martin, appearing before them, 
said, that my lord had ordered him to come and tell them, 
that, both from the king and from my lord, he was not 
obliged to shew his accounts to the assembly j liut that he 
had given them unto iny lord, and his excellency had told 
him, that, if any of the assembly had a mind to see them, 
they might see them there. 

The house, considering the return of the committee 
ordered to inspect Mr. Martyn’s accounts, re-asijumed that 
debate, and thereupon did vote, that notwithstanding my 
lord’s answer by Mr. Martyn to that committee, it was and 
is their undoubted and inherent right, that as all bills for 
mone/ ought and do arise in their house, so they ought to 
appoint the disposal of it, and to receive and examine all the 

accounts concerning the same* 

* ^ 

.Vera Copia. 


Rowland Powbll 
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NUMBER XVL ' t)i\ 

r.xUaci oj a Letter from the Earl of Carlisle to the Committee 


St Jago de la Fega, Sept. 15, 1C79. 


My Lords, 

Your lordships* lettc^rs of the 55th of March. 4th of April, 
and 3 1st of May last, 1 received on the 26‘th of August, as 
Wso your lordships* onlers and reports to his majesty, touch- 
ing the law*- .and government of Jamatca : which I commu- 
nicated to the council (the nsfeembly then sitting to continue 
the revenue bill, expliing the 5d of September) on the 
of August; and afterwards, the same day, J communicuted, 
the council being present, his majesty’s letter of the 31st of 
May last, and you» lordships* order and report of the same 
date, to the assembly , which came to me as seasonably as 
they received them bur[>risedly, making me the next morning 
the inclosed address; upon which, having jKissed »i bill of 
jinpo&t for six months, I prorogued them, by advice of the 
f^uncil, till the 58th of October next, hoping in that time 
they would fall of their heat, and, upon recollection, better 
bttliiuK themselves of their duties and allegiance, and upon 
my offering them again the laws, which 1 propose to do upon 
their fir-t meeting, better demonstrate their obedience by 
readily giving their consent that they might be enacted. 

But from what 1 can learn from the chief leaders among 
them, 1 find the same averseness as formerly, averring that 
they will submit to wear, but never consent to make, chains, 
as they term this frame of government, for their posterities , 
so that I scarce expect better success ; of which J liave writ 
at large to Mr. Secretary Coventry. * 



HISTORIC 'iL ACCOUNT 


53S 

niu’ 

NUMBER XVII. 

Ertujct of a Letter from the Earl of Carlisle to Mi\ Seiretarij 
Coventry, 

Jago de la Vega, 23d November, 1679, 

Sir, 

1 «fE assembly meeting on tlic ‘iSvJi of October, 1, with 
the council, «ent t.> them 5 cornmundeii the cnuncMl’s repi>r| 
of the ^bth of May, and his majesty’s letter of the 31st of 
May last, to be lead again to them j piessed them very much 
to consider how mmh it imported at tins juncture for the 
interest of the island, that they 8h<iuld pass tliese laws I 
brought to them under the great seal of England, or at least 
part of therti j desiring {hat any one or more of the assem- 
bly would there and then are^ue the reasonableness of their 
objection, which none of them would undertake j and so 1 
left the body of laws with them. They having the last 
session passed a vote, that the raising money and disposing of 
it, was the inherent right of the assembly (of which 1 had 10 
account either from the members or their Speaker, in four- 
teen days afterwards, tbe> presuming it lo be tlieir pnvilege 
that their proceedings should be kept secTet from me) 1 then 
nppointe<l and swore them a clerk, which before used to be of 
their owh choicej and thi^ tluy are very unea&y under, 

Ih^X body of laws, notwith- 

standing tji^ great care, pr’iib, and trouble 1 had taken v^ith 
them, both'aparriudividually as well as/issembled tot^ether, 
lhe> tlir^w out and rejected all the laws, again adhering to 
their former reasojus^ rattier than admitting or honoliring 
r frrim thefr lordships for rules -of obedience, 
thereupon presently, with the council, ft’amed a bill of 
intiefinite, and sent that^o them: but that had no 
better success p^and they then attended me witUtlte addjfess, 
to be presented to his majesty, which I herewith Send you ; 
as also the humble desire of justification of his majesty's 
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council thereupon, which I and they earnestly desire your aPPKN- 
favour in humbly presenting to his inajei-ty, being unanU 
inously agreed to by all the council : but Col. Siimucl Long 
(chief-justice of the island^ whom I have found all along since 
my arrival here to be a most pertinacious abettor and clio- 
risher of the assembly’s stubbornness in opposing *his new 
frameof govern men L having had a hand, being their speaker, 
in the leaving the king’s name out of the revtMiue bill) re- 
fuses to join with the council in this their genuine ac t, and has 
sufficiently possessed himself of the opinion of the assembly, 
by advising and assilting them in the framing of their addresa : 
thinking their resolutions to be unalterable as his own, he is 
withdrawn to his plantation, some thirty miles off from this 
town, where at this juncture we have most need of council 
Upon serious and deliberate consideration of all which, I 
have sent him his quietus; and appointed Col. Robert Hynd- 
loss chief-justice in his place, of whose lidelity to the king’s 
interest I have many proofs, having formerly executed the 
jilace, and was now one of the judges of the supreme court, 

I have also suspended Col. Long from being one of the 
council, purposing', by the advice of the council, to bring or 
send him, with six more of the assembly, to attend the king 
and council in England to support their own opinions, reasons, 
and address, wherein they are not ordinarily positive; and 
this I do from the council here unanimously agrcetng> that 
there is no other nor better expedient for the settlement of 
this government to a general consent. 


NUMBER XVIIL 

t- 

Extract oy a letter from the Earl of Carlisle to the CommUUe, 
St. Jago de la Vega, 23d Nov. 1679. 

My Lords, 

Mm of the tenth of September last to your lordships T 
hope you have received j and whut I therein sent ywr lord- 
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Y I V 

sembly’h meeting, on tho ‘2Srh ui Octobec last, havt bmnd to 
be no vain }>rn])hecy. 

U[am the as r^nibly's ineetinp; on that day, J, whh the 
council, went to the place where they were met, and .tgain, 
in the presence of the council and the a.'fjembly, commanded 
to be lead your lordships’ report of the 28th of May last past 
made to hi- majesty, as also his majesty’s commands to my- 
self of the 3 1st of the san*ej and th< renpon otfered to the 
assemblv the body of laws brought over undei the great seili" 
of England for their consent 5 at the same time declaring to 
them the great exjiediency it would be to all the officers of the 
island, and reason to jiersiiade his majesty they were another 
people than represented at home: that it would induce the 
king to gratify them in what was necessary ; and that, other- 
wise, they could not appear but in great contempt, to the 
lessening of the island's interest in his royal favour: and what 
I urged in general to them at their meeting, I had not been 
wanting to press to them a[)art individually before it: then 
swore them a clerk of my appointing, which they took not 
well, alleging it was their right to choose their own clerk. 

1 told them no ; for that the king did grant by patent the 
clerk of the parliament, so that they were uneasily over- 
ruled The reason of my doing this was from their having an 
opinion that the votes of the house should be kept a stcrtt 
from me, and their passing a vote the former sessions, that 
to raise and dispose of the same, was a right inherent 

in the asseoj^ly, of which 1 ’ ad no notice, in some fourteen 
days after, from any of them or their speaker. 

I much urged the whol^^^sfliembly freely to argue, in the 
presence of the council and Iheir own members, for the rea- 
sonableness of the matter rommanded by the king, that, upon 
tbein^coursing it Openly and freely, they might be the better 
odli^inccd of the netessiiyof their being dutiful therein: but 
llbi^e of them in my presence and the councirs, would under- 
take it 5 so we left them, and the body of laws with them. 
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Some days they spent in reading over again the body of laws APrKN- 
under the great seal left with them ; but rejceted the many 
arguments T had laboured them with, and threw all the lavvs 
out again : whereupon they api>o5nted a committee to draw up 
an address, to be presented by me to his majesty on their be- 
halfs • and in that time, with the council, I drew a bill of re- 
venue indelinitcly, and gave it myself to their speaker^ but 
that bill h.id no better success, but was rejected also! 

Upon this, on the 14th instant, the speaker and assembly 
bekng sent for to attend me in council, to shew cause why they 
did reject the bill of revenue so framed by us in pursuance of 
his majesty’s pleasure therein, they gave me no answer ; but, 
by their ^speaker, desired to present to me their address, the 
bpeaker contending to give it its due accent by reading it 
himself; a coj)y whereof is here sent inclosed. 

This address is founded greatly upon the advice of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Samuel Long, chief-justice of the island, and 
one of the king’s council, who principally contends for the 
old frame of government, of whom the assembly is highly 
opinionated, and esteem him the patron of their rights and 
j)riviloges as- Englishmen, who had a* hand in leaving the 
king's name out of the revenue bill, being then speaker,, and 
denies not his having a hand in framing and advising some 
part's of the address, which’ in whole is not truth j for, 

1st Whereas they allege, that the civil government com- 
menced in my Lord Windsor^ time j it is generally known 
and recorded in our council-book, fifteen mon|hS' before, in 
Colonel D’Oyley’s time, and will be proved hy^Sir Thomas 
Lynch, who then himself had an occasion of atrial by jury, 
the foreman of which was Colonel Byndloss. 

. Sdly. They allege the readiness of governors to use mar- 
tial law, particularly in SJr Thomas Lynch’s timej which is 
here contradicted, for there was only an order in 'council for 
the putting it in force upon condition of any actual descent 
or invasion, and not otherwise 5 neither was it on foot really 
all this time here, as I am credibly informeil upon good en- 
quiry. 
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n( iP- 3(lly. As for its being* in force in my time^ it was not from 
my aflFecting, but the council advising and their desiring it j 
as also the putting oflf the Courts till February, in favour ge- 
nerally of the planters. Then, for their alleging so much to 
be done during the martial law, wholly at The charge of 4hc 
country , tliat it is done is true, but the charge thereof they 
would clog the revenue bill with, amounting to twelve hun- 
dred and twenty-eight pounds, when, communibus anms, the 
bill of impost is but fifteen hundred pounds of which twely;^ 
hundred and twenty-eight pounds there is not yet made pay* 
inent of one farthing, nor any prospect how it may, since the 
revenue is so much anticipated from the want of money in 
the treasury, occasioned hy my Lord Vaughan's letting fall 
the bill of revenue before his departure. 


NUMBER XIX. 

To hit Excellency Charles Earl of Carlisle, captain^general, 
governor, and commander in chief of his majesty's island of 
Jamaica, S^c, j. 

The humble address of the assembly of this hts majesty's 
island, in ar,^wer to the report of the right honouiahle 
the lords of the committee of trade and plantations, made 
to his majesty's council; which we cjitreat his excellency 
may be humbly presents^ to his most sacred majesty and 
his council. 

We, hil majesty’s most loyal and obedient subjects, the 
assembly of thie his Island of Jamaica, cannot without infinite 
grief of mind read the eepdrb made to bis majesty by the 
right honourable the lords of the committee for trade and 
plantations) wherein, by the relations made by their lord- 
ships unto his majesty, they have represented us as a people 
full of animosity, unreasonable, irregular, violent, undutiful, 
and transgressing both the bounds of duty and loyalty; the bit- 
terneaii of which characters were we in the least part conscious 
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to have deserved, we should, like Job, ha\e said, “ Behold, 
we are vile; what ^hall we answer"^ we will lay our hands 
** upon our mouths," 

But, lest our silence should argue our guilt, we shall, iu 
all humilit\, endeavour to make appear we have always de- 
meaned ourselves as becometh good and obedient sSubjccts, 
and those who acknowledge and are truly sensible of the 
many favours received from his majesty; the truth of which 
: only on matter of fact being related, and the false co- 
whit h hitherto hav^ been thrown on us being washed 
off, we shall not doubt hut his majesty wilf soon entertain a 
better opinion of Ids subjects of this island. 

We mu‘^t, therefore, humbly beg that his majesty will with 
patience be pleased to hear the account of our proceedings ; 
which truly to niaidfest we must be forced to look back so 
far as Sir Charles Lyttlcton’s and bir iiiomas Modyford’s en- 
trance upon their governincnt . 

At which time we humbly conceive, the island began really 
to take up the form a civil government, and wholly to lay 
aside that of an an^ny, which, until that lime, was deemed 
the supreme authority j when after, upon their several ar- 
rivals, by order from his majesty, and according to the method 
of his iiidjesty’s most ancient plantations, they called assem- 
blies, and settled the government of the Island in such good 
form, that, until his excellency the Earl of Carlisle’s first ar- 
rival, his majebty tliought not fit to alter it, tliough several go- 
vernors in that time were changed, w'hich must necessarily 
infer the goodness and reason of it, as well as thiS.flitisfiiction 
of the people (since, from that time, they betooV IhernselVes 
to settle plantations), especially the merchants, by which 
means the estates hero are wonderfully increased, as is evident 
by the great number of sidps ioaden here by the industry of 
the planters j and the satisfaction they received by those 
wholesome Jaws then b^gan, and until that time continued, 
the change of which laws we had no reason to expect, being 
done on such mature deliberation from hoDie* • 
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I \i* Bwt to return to answer : the first thing their lordshij)s arr 
• pleased to accuse us of is, presuming to question liis inajcstjrV 

power over the militia j which, how much they are misin- 
formed in it, will hereunder ajipear : but we must lir^t repeat 
the clause against which, we humbly condehe, we had just 
reasons to t.ike exceptions, which clau..e is as folio weth : 
‘'IVo^ided always, and it is hereby further enacted and 
declared by the authority aforesaid, that nothing in this act 
''contained be expounded, coristiutd, or understood, to di- 
" minish, alter, or abridge, the power of the governor or COOI* 
mandcr in chief for the time beings but that in all things he 
" may, ufion all occasions or exigencies^ act as captain -general 
" and governor in chief, according to and in pursuance Of all 
" the powers and authorities given to him by his majesty’^ 
" commission j any thing in this act or any other to the con- 
" trary in an>wi‘5e notwithstadding/' 

In their lordships* observations, in which they take no 
notice that the power given by that clause extends as well to 
the giovernor as captain- general, nor of the words ain 
" thing in this act or any other to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing,’* which words, being plain, need no references to ex- 
pound iliem, being consented to, there is no occasion of mak- 
ing any other law, because that makes all the powers and au- 
thorities given by bis majesty’s conmiission, and by that coin- 
niission, the instructions which shall be after given to liiin, 
shall be law, though it be to the nulling of any benefit ini Kiw, 
made either here or in liingland, by which we are secured 
both in lifueind in estate j 'ihe like of which was never done 
zu^ny of hfe miyesty’s dominions whatsoever, and is m effect 
to enact will to be law, a^d will be construed (wc fear) to 
« by the old rule of Wiir, that every man may renounce 
right: and if ♦heir lordships had been pleased to 
have as wcU remembered the other clauses of tlie act of th^ 
^^lUiilitia, we cannot think they would have said we had ques- 
tioned his maj est y*s power' over it, for no act of England 
glves^his majesty the like power over the militia as ours doth j 
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tor. on nny apprehension of danger, the general with 
enuiicil of ofliiers have power to put the law martial on foot 
for wha» tio)e they please, and to comunind le in our own 
persons, om servants, negroes, horses, even all that we lui\e, 
to Ins ina)o-t\’^ service* which having been so oiten put m , 
practice will need the lest, proof : but how rc.idilv and willuig- 
1} we have obeyed, and in that faith is b^st jo-tified by works 
jt will not be amiss to instance some time'*, and wh.it hath 
been done m those times, by the cha»‘'^e and lahour of his 
nwyesty’s subjects here, under the several governors ; none 
of which have left uneyperimented the strength of his ma- 
jesty’s commission, and the virtue or force of that .ict, upon 
the least seeming occasion. 

In the government of Sir Thomas Modyford, in the years 
1665 and 1666, the whole island was put under law martial 
for many months together j itf which time^ by the inhabitants 
and their blacks, Fort-Charles was made close, which to that 
lime w^anted a whole line, and also the breast- work at Port- 
lloyal was built, with a very small charge to his majesty 

In the time of Sir Thomas I^ynch, in the year 1673, the 
law martial was again set on foot; Fort^ James built by the 
contributions of the gentlemen of his majesty’s council and 
assembly, and several other of his majesty's good subjects in 
this island, which amounted to a very considerable sum of 
money; a breast-work thrown up at Old-Harbour and seve- 
ral other places ; and guns mounted oh a platform placed at 
Fort-Morant. 

In Lord Vaughan's time, though there was no probability 
of war, yet he wanted not the trial of his pow^f also iii4he 
militia, and our obedience to for he commanded out a 
i'oropany of the inhabitants hl,'feiQ^rch of a Spanish barqua 
longa, who was said to have robbed a sloop belonging to this 
island upon the coast of Cuba^ he, likewise, ‘in favour of the 
royal corb^ny, commanded out to sea two vesseh, with a 
company of the militia and their captain, ffonj,F(>rt-KayAl, 
to seize an interloper riding iu one of his inajesty'.s Ivarbours, 
and there by force seized her. 



3^6 


HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 


CIHP. ‘ the time of Sir Henry Morgan being commander in 

chief, we were again put under martial law, in wliich time 
Fort-llupert, Fort-Carlisle, and a new line at Fott- James, 
were built. 

Lastly, in his excellency the Earl of Carlisle’s time (the 
present governoi) tiie law martial was .igain put in force for 
about thiee months; in which time Fort-Morgan with its 
platform, and another line at Fort- Jarnes^ and the breast-wbrk 
reinforced very considerably in thickness and height, and new 
carriages were made for the guns, those that came out of 
England not being fit for land service ; all which fortifications 
are substantially built with stone and brick, at the charge 
and labour of the country. 

Neither have we ever l^en wanting in due respect to his 
majesty's governors ; the militia having always waited on them 
to church, in their progresses,^ and on all public occasions: 
and wc may safely affirm with truth, that no militia in his 
niajest} *s dominions undergo the like military duty as his sub* 
jects in Jamaica; as is evident to all men that ever set foot 
in Port Ro\al, which cannot be distinguished from a gfCirrison, 
either in time of peace or war, but by their not being paid 
for their service. 

To answ'er their lordships* objections to the bill of revenue, 
wherein his miyesty's name was left out, there are several 
members of this assembly now sitting who were members 
when that bill passed three tinges in form in the assembly; 
and, upoU the best recollection of their memories, they are 
fully persUi^ed and do bePwe the bill was again sent down 
w^ that athendment from the governor and council, accord- 
ing us il^ib passed at the but, should it have risen in the 
assembif;, they are veryl^jl^rtunate if they must ,bear the 
censure of all mistakes may happen in presenting laws to 
be parsed, when both the governor and his council have 
their negative voices, which, had either of theth made use 
C^|n this gpint, would have been readily consented to by 

assembly, as they had formerly done, both under the 
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gov eminent of Sir l^homas Modyford ^i^d Sir Thomas Lync]|^ 
before wjiose time it had been^ raised without mentioning his 
majesty's name^ and that without check ; and we always 
concluded the governor's name In the eiltacting part to be of 
the same effect 4 S his raajesty^S U in England, whom, m this 
particular, he seems rather ^j|iar8o1bate than represent tor 
whjich reasons we hope, it ought ^ot to have been imputed 
to Jhe assembly as their crime allogethef, •being consented 
unto us by his majesty’s jgovernor, without any debate, and 
applied by the hct whereby It was raised, to the very 
public use his du;eety s and we are certain no 

inaUnce ijjan be given of a;^y money disposed of to any pri- 
vate use, but was always issued by the governor’s warrant, 
for the payment of ins own and other his general officers’ 
salaries in this island, with someibnan contingent charges of 
the governmen|^^ ^ } 

Their lordshdips also afiltoiA thaif tha as^^ambly offered thi^ 
bill, m the sajne measure and propoi:|ion as H is now [iro- 
ppsadi^t^Sir Thomas Lynch, in whidh their lordships aie 
misj^^rmedj his i^esty's inatructions were that the 
laws should be Jfor, twolyeerj^ no longer, wh. h 

their lordships also oclcnowle^e the. prioif part of the 
report I that the assembly iteedild^ot to have expressed 
any time^ and th^ partii^Uj(ar^uaa$^efeitk i^p|:iioiuted. ^ 
But^d thejr lOiatehlpiJ^l^Wn^Oj^ |^rca|^aume oLmoney 
have been raieed^he^eJ^^l^^iv^sil^U a ^ 
applied to his d^ence ali^#trength- 

erting tha whrnd, y^^^htilnbli co^eive ^ould 

have hxsm of opinion, this^lil^hlve no relfcsodlb 
sei^ to peijjH^fty, and irtthout limit^ton 

of uses not can tp^ipfia- 

Whdei^5^1&hiin|aoch.HSft,of Jils 
owtt lj|Nftll think ik, and apply j^^^her^ be finds 

ino8||j^(^e*aigr/ 

^ «|tte the and greht^rw^, ?s 
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CHAP. assembly ab moch petitioners to his njajedty for thi*^ 

new form as they are to be restored to their old, above half 
'the body of these laws, without amendment, would never be 
reasonable to "pass ^ 

As, to instance some few amongst many : in the act for 
preventing damages by ffre, a amgle justice of the peace hath 
power of life and death $ at|d the act of tlieiviiiUMn^ empowers 
the governor and council to levy a tax on the whole island^ 
and m the act directing the marsbaPs proceedings, tiiere Js n 
clause that makes it felony for any person in conceal his owh. 
goods, left in hrb own possebsion, after execution levied 
that law, so that a man may be hanged for being poor, which, 
though inconvenient, was never till then accounted capital , 
with others too lung to he repeated ^ ^ 

And whereas tiieir lordshipb are pleased to say, that there 
IS notidng imperfect or defective in these bills transmitted 
hither; yet we humbly conceive, that nd i^tice being taken 
in this body of laws^lhow or in what nature we are to make 
use of the laws of Engtand, either as they have retpretice 
to the preservation of hie mi^jesty’s prerogative or the sub- 
ject’s rights, weroUghf not in reaimnlpcon^t to these bills ; 
for, nothing appearing tb the contrary, the governor is left, 
ad liintuvh to use or refuse as few or as many as he pleases, 
amli^Ch as suit with ljit$4;ICca»ions} thtre being np directions 
in them hbw to procei^ accnr^ing^^fo the laws of England, 
id causes criminal or telhimehtary, and in many other 
cases whicli ^n^rn the qUiet of the both ia life and 

estate \ 

JVi^||| h lilllvefa^^^ th^ wifeataoever iVsaid IQ the contrary 
by^bwiordshipe in distance of plapef, this 

conirincin(^|f 

i^lega^^n ; ance^i8% year sinee^tbt^lhodd came 
<^er «iiif Abated, their canae 

9<l|je#i<^timdibg oheiti^ tl^b»«divjice8 an 

their ii»y> we cal^ ^ more 
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accident-* tftin his ttnajesty’s (cingdom of Ireland * to that 
object that advice and ansivera thence may be had in ten oy 
fourteen day^^ fmd that kingdom if already fettled, our plan^ 
tation but beginning. But further, we eannot imagine that 
the Irish model of government was; inprtndjiHo, ever intended 
for Englishmen : besides thMiH; lordships cannot hul know, 
that that model was introduced an^ngst them by a kw made 
by themselves in Ireland, and So consequently bound them, 

^ Which, being now generally known to all those who remove 
tMther, they have nO cause to Vejpine at, that being their 
C^ice to live under it oV stay from it, and was made for the 
preservation of the En^ish against the Irish faction. As 
there Is not the Same caui^,, fO thc^re is not the same reason^ 
for imposing the same on us, unless we did it ourselves, who 
are all his majesty's natural-born subjects of his kingdom bf 
England 5 which is the reason the parliament give, in all their 
acts concerning tfte plantations, for obli^ng uf by them to 
what, and With whbm, and in wha| mdnnef> we may trade, 
and impfise a tax on us here in casJ^Of trade from one colony 
to another j equity then, that the same law 

should have the ]power of losing ab binding* 

His majesty givihg q powerj^pn Jjfrgent occajsion|i^to raise 
monies the old way, only tb? k.|u^s dQcCrs their 

salaries, which elae tWy bee#4lji^P<;^h1led pf 1 thh a^t olf 

the militia, which was heretofore <^onfanted to/ ever pro»» 
viding, that, on alarm the comutkr^er in chief 

should We unlimitett p<f^ OiNer- estHtas, and 
things, necessary on such ur|D?$i^ief. ^ . s 
, Ae |<r ,the tbernu^c** <ksircd any 

powW h^irwhat his assured them 

^ birth-/]^; taifwimt mf 

was 

^gracf4ti^;f l^cahld % WHi^a letter gov^w^v Sir t^tpas 
Lync)f, sifter lihc-^oubk tiihl Johns^h, a pirate*^ 

signify}!^ dislike ^hat any^ thing qtfuuld bp done tW 
hjs Enjoying all the 
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CJfAP piivilcgcs of tubjects of the kingdom of England^ or to that 
effect. 

But as to the obstructing of jostke against Brown, the 
pirate, what they did, though not justifiihk’'it' the manner, 
^ was out of an assurance, that W0 had iif) law in force then to 
declare my lord chancellor of England’s pt> ver, and our chan- 
cellor's, hero eijUiil, lu granting CO uvni^ssiOflsr In pursuance of 
the statute of Hertry the eighth , which also his majesty aud 
council perceiving, have, in the neW body of laws, sent one to 
supply that Want ^ and if they, not me^ldttng with the tperffir 
of the cause, endeavoured to preaefvfe the form of justice, anff 
justice itself, and, after denial of several petitioub, joined 
with the council, were led beyoud their duty (for which they 
were sharply rcprirnamled by the then governor) they do 
hope for and huiUbly beg his nu\iesty*s pardon. ♦ 

And as foi the act upofr whuh be came in, it arose not in 
the assembly, but*^as sent from tlie counell, to be consented 
to by theifi, which was ocrtordmgly done. 

And as to the impHsoi^ent of Mr/ Thomas Martyn, one 
of their members, for taking out process in chancery in hia 
own pi ivate concern against several Other ixf^^rs, and of the 
council, theassembly thdd sitting, and for other misdemeanors 
and brelScIi of the rules house ji they hope it is justifiable, 

the king*s governor assured tbejm, tl(mt they had the 

same power breV ihaJr tt^em^rs which ih^ house ot Commons 
have, and all speakers here pra^ng, and the governors grant- 
ing, the usup petitions df ib^jpngland. 

Seeing the governor Jsedsh tb turn out a counsellor, 
and turning out^lijncapaoltaib^Mm (tdtfi being an essembly- 
rii^, nO counsellor dc^p^Jfll^l^'^dpinlon Against tfio gover* 
nor, undhr daii^^r^^o^l||^eWt|F than that which 2»e 

thinks his i 'governor 

ordlnaty/^aid admiral,^kiA^ with his authority, 

I<M%«»r80greal 'apoWcin» him, thit beiug%n}tcd and exe- 
in one person to turn U'iotum par/e^ so that 

Pe^iay invalidate any th|ug done un4«r cbfttmisalon. 
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iiiere no doubt but> by this new way, it is in the APPFN- 
senibly^^it^pO'wer to consent to and j^ierpetqatc sudi laws as are 
wholly of benefit to them, and leave unpassed all tint may • 
be thought mosf necp!3‘'ary for hU^iuajesty |fi»;which advantage - 
they not laying hold qn, hope it will be an evidence they are 
careful ot his majesty^b prerogative, as it is the du.ty of every 
good subject to be. ^ 

It IS u ithout controv^sy that the old form of government, 
whicli was ordered so like his majesty's kingdom ot England, 
tnust of consequence be of gl^eater encs:>uragenient to all his 
majesty b subjects, WcU as styang^ra,to remove themselves 
hither Upon his majesty’s proclaimttion m my Lord Win<l- 
sor*s time, and by those giacmus instructions gnen to Sir 
Thomas Modyford, all or most part of the sugar plantau.on& 
have been settled , and the major part of the said planters 
being such u hp arrived here and settled upon the general 
liking of the model fir&t constitqled, ^qd in belief that they 
lost not any of the privilege’s of hia majesty's subjects of the 
kingdom qf England by their lemoval hither, and having by 
no act, as we el^ther provoked majesty or forfeited 

our rights, or ever desiritig or attempting to le^s^n or ques* 
tion his majesty s prerogative, the prei^ervation whereof we 
ever deemed the best mOahaol^preservingoOroiv^ p^rivlleges 
and estates, yre shall presume to hope for the contionnnee of 
his m^|esty*S favour, l^^ipipQssiblafor qs over to forget. 

And wht retis their lolr^hh^ pleaded to offer their advice 
to bis to furnish, |foyemor vylth such powers as 

were formerly given foCoIotmUPyley and othere, lu whose 
tiihe tha then not disbanded, buil^ sa 

eohtinudd till J^rd WlndsorfjS over the 

w« iliitend not (bat we kkbe g<0mfid 

o)r^d$ aft d^y, or Ih^t the ^tarnor b» ftiipoWVr^ to. 
ievy a^y tax by Jiimseltf ond cau^cil ; siQc, Jik ttu^esty hOTio^ 
4i8chai|l!Bd b)p|iitcilf Oad doiuicil^ by ^ parliament, of 

aoy tiu'ch powi||!js|'V]^py.olj|i|$ majeitjraj^^StB of his king- 
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CH \P of England, as we undoubtedly arc, it will be very hard 

io have any imposition laid on us but by our own Consents ^ 
for their lordships well know, that no derived power id greater 
^ than the .primitive. , 

However, ii his most grticiotis majesty shall not think fit 
to alter this luotlel, but we are to be go^erped by the gover- 
rtor and council, accordift^'to tlieir lordships' advice, yet we 
humbly beseech his majcbty to do us the grace to believe, that 
wc are so sensible of our duty and aliliigiance, that our sub* 
mission to and comportment und^r his majesty's authority 
shall be aqcU as that, we hope, he, in his due tinie, willJtie 
graciously pleased to restore unto* us our ancient form of 
government, under Which it hath hitherto pleased Go4i to 
jirosper us 5 ending With our hearty prayers for his niajesty's 
long and happy reign over us, and most humbly begging his 
majesty's pardon of all our errors and mistakes, and a gra- 
cious interpretatioiQi of this our answer; protesting, horn the 
bottom of our hearts, that we are and resolve to die his ma- 
jesty's true, loyal, and obedient subjects. 

A true copy. 

i ' B Ff*V'ELX., ( /. CotiC. 


NTtMBteR XX 


J‘he knmble'Htsire and Jt^ij/kdiion oj the wemhers 0/ his 
jesty'» countU, td Governor in J^aka^ 

niiljesty.'s isTai^ 



in ‘^ his ‘ 



l^loyal an^'^utiful a^bj^cts, hifilMNrto |ia^^and 
^0, a'^illipi^^eadif^ji and t^y dceiare 

entire '^rty be- 
muse his niiima^ada:' 
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And fdihough ,hl3 majissty'fl great pf*r8picuity and Iruiy APPKN- 
jroya] pradence !e best able to determine wliat go^e^«ment id 
the fittest for his suhjeots 5n this islapd^ yet with all due sub- '**^^'‘^7^ 
mission^ m all humility, we beg leave represent to his ^ 
migesty the great inconvenience attending tite present frame, 
in transmitting our laws liotne« 

The^vast distance of place wifi of neces^ty- require a great 
expense of time, between the first framing our laws here and 
the transmitting and return of them hither jtgain ; so that^ 
before they can be pa^$^ into l^wa by the assembly here^ 
there will probably as great cause aristi to alter ns there were 
at first to make them. 


And> with all due submission, we judge it even impossible 
to adapt laws to the present constitution, so as not to admit 
of often and great alterations , for, according to otir expe- 
rience hitherto, we have found urgent occR<^ions to alter and 
amend the laws, that have more |n>medi.itely concerned us 
here, at the least every two years j ahd[ cannot foresee but 
wc shall \iK ut tv.r the same necessity still , so'thnt if his ma- 
jesty giaeiouftly please to i, ke it into bis princely considera- 
tion, and < restore to us our former power and way or 
method ul p't-^ laws, or at least remit that part of the pre- 
sent method making laws which only concerns us here, as 


they may pas«> witliout transmitting the same, ^ hope, by 
our present submi'=«sion and epHre jbedleh^C'to ali his laws 
here^ his majcMv will be a glorious prince and his Objects 


here an happy people, , 
^ And whereas the gentler 
4m« io Ws iDH))e<t]r 
bei^, l<s/9,,du 4(idTftr«> th«n 


the a»6embly> in theif ad- 
tW 15th of Novem- 


Jl^ojyrevenue wherein 
ill# in4ea4^‘«.,^e was left of the 

assembly 

wb«ii[ft|e'ftli^]^aed thr|e timeflti^fonD in 
upon^^^lmsl qf tldr rneo^ftes. they 

imrse^d do the Mil was ^|^^>aent down^ wRh 

that '^endmeat ftom the according 

as it {passed at <|fi ^ majesty’s 
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(dMrtcjl hcie pfedent the passing of the hill, most hum" 
bl} and with all seriousness aver anil declare, that we were so 
far from coti^ienting the said bill should pass without hisma- 
|esty*s name in i<V *bat we do not remember if was ever de- 
bated oi rtuMtioned in coUheiI« apd furtber^‘lhat, to the best 
of oUr lespectne knowledge, it was read three tii)Lie''jr and 
passed the council-board, vrith his ni ijest^’s name id it and 
we arc tkt Mthcr induced to thl^^ f&tnr Co^gdenre, becau-so we 
find the orignial act was razOd, by the tbon speaker’s own 
hand, intei lined, and morfsov^ an uidin tots' of 

the said bdl, that were miido incounell, were all taken noueit 
of in the mi mites of otir 0oiinc4l-bog|ksii nr d no mention 
of thjs^f and the |^ntlemen of th^ assembly do produc^^po- 
thing out of the[r journal to justify the reflections upon us j 
therefore it is prestimed they^cannot. 

And we do further humbly and unattUp^^^ly declare, 
never did at any time, eiiUier jointly or toake any 

complaint to the osbcmbly, otj^y of them, of the power given 
by hib in ijtsty to his excellency our present governor to sus^ 
pend any of his majeaty’b council here; fdr^as we have hither- 
to 3 ielded all due obedience and submfssioirto his mayfesty^s 
royal wiU and pleasure concerning us, so we hope we shall 


approve ourselves such, ^d, a$ inidUty bound, ever pray for 


his niqj^ty’a long life, and Ji 
tnuniphjmtlyreig^ver us* i 


he may prosperously and 


tjve meml^rs the^ 
the bill of revendi 


1679-BO. 


Tilts was conned b> thd respec* 

tjve membert j^rcsentat the passing, 

the bill of Ballard^ 

Colo^ Thbmaij;^ 

by tha whole colpcd, ext^j^^idcute- 
Eel Samuel J.oog . >V . 

eceived 4he ^arl pf 


X., i 
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' APPEN. 
DIX. 

NUMBER XXI/ 

Exttact of cm orief in coilnttU 
Jamaica. .* 

At the committee of trade amfplaiitations^ in theeoiiucU- 
chamber at Whitehall, the 6th of March, 1679-80, 

Prince Rnpeft];! Marquis of Worceat^t, Mr. Hyde, 

Lord President, Earl of Bridgewatef", ' Mr, Sec Coventry, 

Lord Privy-Seal, E irl of Essex, Sir Leo liir Jenkins. 


A fSEirjcER from the Eail of Carlisle t6 the comtnittee, 
dated (23d qf Ni|vember last, is read,* %vherein his lordship acr 
quaints the comtiriWee, that, having called the council and 
assembly together, he liad caused their lordshipb’ report of 
the 68th of May to he publicly read 5 which their lordships 
think to be dis^geeeable to^the directions of the report, which 
was only presented to his qaqjesty for his information, and in 
order to furrtj«*h the E^ii qf €arlislei vtben occision should 


sei ve, with such arguknedti as might be fit to be used in jus« 
tifioatioh of Ibis majesty’s con:>i|^ton ari^nstcwctlons 5 and 
then? lordships particularly notice, 81^ it Was neither 
necessary nor ronvenfeht fbr^hun to his^ instnictioga 

t& the assembly : and as; io the asXi^nibly, 

hjaltordship had appoinied^^^^mpiitW does very mUCh 
appfdte hls^ lordsldps and will desire 

pim tfi eanae 

r"" And a hond^ 

in leaving king’s " 

and in and advis|n^ th!d address SfiSe 

transfhitted^^ his ntiiyes^ ; 'their lordshi|| ^ 

the jBuR of Carlisle tnay be ordered to to 

tfi ia^wtr what is laid ch^rga.. 
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CHAP. The dddr^B of the assembly of Jamaica to his majesty, in 
answer to a Report of the coipttuttee approved on the 28th of 
May last, bejn^ read, their lordijl^ips observe, that therto are 
many falsities apd mistakes contained therein. 

First, it IS alleged by the assembly, ti at the island took up 
the civil form of govempjent in the time of Sir Thomas 
jj^fodyford and bir Charle^yttleton , whereas it is certain, 
tl^dt Colonel D'O^ley had a commission, ^oon after hit ma- 
jesty’s restoration, to gdvein by ther civil power 

As to their denial of havii;y|»]|^|Ut his m^ei^ty’s name in# 
the revenue bill, it W evident by tWe justiSqatibn of the coun- 
cil, and assurance of the liord Vaughan, that the bill passed 
the governor and council with his niajest>’s name, which was 
afterwards left out, or erased, as ma^ be supposed by the irt 
terhneation that yet appears upon the original bUl. 

And whereas it is bAid, that their lordsi^ll^re ml&infdrmed 
in afHrming that the Vsitembly had befc^ ^offered the biU of 
revenue in the same measure and proportion as is now pro- 
posed, since the Uws were to be in force for %wo years, and 
no longer : the assembly have ^uite fbrgo(^9^, pr pretended 
to be ignorant of, the powers settled by hih? majesty's com^ 
mission to Sir Thohitte Lynchi wh^eby the laws were to be 


ip force for two years, ai|i 
bis majesty with m^ at 
Sir Thornes Lyi^^^ente<|^ 
rpnder it perpetoeik ' 

The asi^embly 
•Tamaica, which bed not 
vice I but does not 

It !» aMiiKftbSH 


npr Ibdger, unless conlinbed by 
that the bin transittitted by 
^«his ]^esty’a,^Tw^|||0ii to 

ihe great^umS raised in 
Mpi][>!pyed to hiamaJesty’lTiser- 

of 


whicF^jey i^mplam, whs 
also iM act dtreciing the maraha] 


lUade by 


be but Tei;^ f^iktnabte, and foi^ibe adi4bt«g|^of the 
ters, them the uae df tli|,eir goodit ai^ 

enjpon, and ' 
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And whereas the assembly complains^ that there is no law 
transmitted to them for ascertaintpg the laws of Eng^land ; it 
IS thought reasonablej that Ins majesty should retain within 4 ^ 

himself the power of appointing the Fingland to be 

111 full force in that i<«land> as he sblill find n necessary. 

The delays and length of titpe, alleged by theid in re- 
ference to the model prescribed ^ his majesty, ^were wholly 
occasioned by the refractorinesa ot the assembly, apd not by 
the distance of places, of ^Ifcr reasons. 

What they object Ireland, m reference to Ja^ 

maica, IS frivolous: siti^^the English tWre have right to 
the same privileges as tliose of Jamafea^r and are bound up 
by acts of parliament in England, as well 49 the inb^Hants 
of Jamaica. 

To the 7 th ohiectiou it is replied, that nothing ha^ been 
done to take a^vfteir enjoyment of all the privileges of 
English sub|ec^%nce they are goveriiecl by the laws an«l 
st'itutcs of this realm. 

Their unwarihntable proceedings in obstructing of justice 


against Brown^tho pirate confessed, and bis majesty's par- 
don prayed by'^lifein. ^ / ;s^ 

Their lordships thhdcjl^ itopris'iynment of Martyn, and 
the articles jireferred agtdnst him. mogether unjustifiable, 
not onl^as he was his as the assein- 

" i of j^flllege, to shelter 


hi noi,, by the pre 


themSeives from justicCj^ thefp,b^g no ->0011 usage in Bar- 
badocs and other pIantktionjy^^i'^.-i^ v 


In the 9 th place, it is iltm 
to think it is^ liy 
^ accept suph I4WS are 
to r^ect are 

, t^e govermi^m r§tati^ ^ uej 
of the assejpife. : 4, ^ 


erroneoi)S» in the assembly 
tiheh; own power to ^ 
^^^ ^^ ^^m selves, oi^d 


they very muc|li ihslst uptm his majesty® 
cUihB^ton ib my Lord Windsor’s timh: hit 
any ib!^l|ih#|M^thdr^9 cho of liMi pr^oitle to thenij^ 
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CHAP, imposed severcil ni s and n srructipns that were pre- 
scribed ^n Str lhunja‘5 \loiIJtor/i s toiiniiissioii and instruc- 
tion«, wjiereby he h d j>)wtr, with the ad\1c<i ot the toaopiL 
to raise money /)« strong liquors, and the asstrabl) ran as 
little believe tJicy have not provoked hi^ majesty to keep a 
stficlejc ujHin thetu> altei^^hcir beveial unwarrantable pro* 
ceedings dqnng the governineut of the Lord Vaugh^m, and 
i8in(.e of the Lari ot Carlisle, by the r lotes and otherwise 
In the last placo> it iS falseW bv the asiemWy^ 

that the government iemal<l|^g|^^ler an army in Colonel 
J)*0\ley> time feig^e 4 apjiears ^inlyb/his commission, 
that It was utlienV^e provided, lod thit t* e martial law was 
then laid aside s SO that, upon the whole matter, they have 1 
reason to beg his inajesty*s pardon for ,^U their eirors and 
mistakes ^ ^ 

The justification ot the council of#ai^ca, in apswer to 
the imput ition of the assembly, of their lllaving out the king's 
name 111 the revenue bill, is also read; and to be made use of 
by the governor, to disprove the allegations of the assembly 
in their own behaU* 




NUMBER 

I 

t m 


* 

fefef trt couruif 1 


Jamaica. 

At the edmmi^he 
' cil-chaoaher at 
l€78t’80. 



nd plantations, m t|ie ooun- 
,, Hpnday the 8 th of March, 


third Jenkins. 

^ , 'fill Lord Vaj|i^ghauiilteads>cpncertongthi^harge against 
^O^nel Long, of Jamaica^ fpr mzing out the Wg'S name in 
ilie act ot r&mm^ ; and depfares, that he is very confident 


th||b the hyi (!iame j)|p^ aas^bfy to the council with' 
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the king’s name in it, and that it was not put out by the aPPZIN- 
council, nor by hib privity • and that when Mr Mntyn Came 
to Jamaica with the king’s p itent to be coUectop, his lordship 
then sent for the act, and perceived the naterllncMtioii to be 
in Cdlortel Xiong's hand; add that his lotdShip does,abso* 
lutely agree with the Cottncil of Jamatca, iii the matter of 
their justification. 


' NUM?^ KXiV. 

ExtfdH tffm order %n coj^nctL 
* % 

Jamaica. ' 

At the coihfnittee of trade and plantations, in the coun- 
it cil-chamber at Whitehall, Tliursday, the 11th of 
March, 1679-80, 

Phesemt, 

Lord President, Marq of Worcester, ^Sir Leoiin Jenkins. 
Lord Privy-Seal, Earl of BridgeVrater^ 

ThkijI lord^Sijps take into consideration the state of the 
government in Jamaica, and agree to refer the queries fol- 
lowing to Mr. Attorned Solicitor-General, for their 

opinions therein j vit, ^ 


Ist^^^ether, from the 
bis ndfiy^y^S^ubjects inhall^m 
right to the la\vs of Englan^^m 
the king’s proclamatioib or^wm 
^d. Whether his intqeAt3ii ™ B 
to be go^rned by th$ 
by- such ]i^s>|A<»are ber^P^P 
tax<^ supi^oi 

other tend only to i 


p preSi^jl^tate of Jamaica, 
ptind trading there have a 

pi^lishmen;, or by virtue of 

* 

^ect^ of Jamaica, claiming 

E a not bound as well 

appointing 

as by 


Other law#,timclA thUd only ^ ea^ pf the 

sahjtct? jy ‘ 4 “'/ ‘ 

3d, Whether the splbsidies^f tonnage amipoundage upon 
gqods that sBiy 6^ law, shall he directly to Jamaica^ 
be not payable, acCdVdRl|f to law, by hie mejesty’s subjects in- 
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CHAP 

xn 


habiting that islundror trading there, by virtue of the £itts of 
tonnage and |)0undage, or other ictb made in England > * 

4th Whether wine or other goods, once brought into 
England and transported from thence, upon which the re- 
spective abatements are aUowed upon exportation, according 
kty Jaw, the same being afterwards carried to Jamaica and 
landed there, <»hdll not be liable to the payment of the full 
dXkty of tonnage and poundage Which it Miould have paid if 
consumed in England, deducting only such |»art of the said 
duty as shall not be repaid in EOj^nd upon exportation of 
the said goods from thfence ? ^ ^ 

Which queries were' hbcordingly transmitted to Mr At- 
torney and Mr Solidior^General, with a paper containing the 
ptist and present state ot Japiaica, in relation to the govern- 
ment. 


NUMBER, XXV. 


Letter to Bitr. Attorney Jfir* Sohciior^ General. 

» k 

^ €ouncU-ch<m^,-)^l^ Bfarch, 1679-fiO. 


Gentlemen, 

Tua right hcmourabli 
and plantations, 
have stated the tiu^ions 

[flferc teere reettsd tlmqu^i^^ 



ot the committee for trade 
of the o£ J|maica, 

\gi mz ^ 

pi the preceding number ] 


!p^»^sire your answer in 
yon|r iuforma- 
of 

\t and in 


To Which questions 
writing, w itU all coxiyei 
tion, I have 

past wi \ ^ - 

«a 0 e jau dhoul<l i'e<}u}nt^|^'' further sutis^t^T^herein, or 
, touching the queries nferrett untp you^ I hy^thr 

loMi of the committee to attend you at any^^l^ place 

yoa^^Shs^ think4t to appoint. ^ ' 

‘ ' I an), with alt re^peeV gentlemen, ^c. 
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NIJMBgR XXVJ 


Dl\. 


Extract of an order in eouytdi^ * " 

jAMAltTA. 

At the commjtt^e of trade and plantations, in the coun- 
cil-chamber at WhitehAll, the 27tl) of April, 1680, ' 

^ PuBSEisr, , ^ 

Prince Rppert> ' Bari of Eseet^ Mr. Hyde, 

Lord President, . Mr Sec. Jenkins* 

Earl of Sunderland. ' 


Mr. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor- General having likewise 
aCqnainted the compiittee, that, upon consideration of the 
four qyie^tions concerning Jamai(\i, leferred unto them the 
11th of March, they did find them of such difficulty and mo- 
ment as to deserve the ojiimon of the judges * it is agreed 
that they be accordingly referred unto tbejudges; upon whom 
Mr. Attorney and Mr^ Solicitor- General are desired to attend 
with them; Mr. Attorney having first delivfired his opinion, 
that the people qf4lntoa|ca have no right to he governed 
by the laws of £hti|^<|^^but by such laws as are made 
];here, and esta^lial|iia^ i^tithonty ** But 


whereaa^r. 

the dt^nion/ ' in 

and poundage, may sedtn 

Wales and Berwick-npott^flt^n ^ff ^ 

plantations^ and 

the blandfl^ of Guernsey 

a!bt : theic lofdshi^ prder^|pH^n 

sent 

the two Iaat,^hi{^ particulariap 
ponpdageu? 


ma^est^’is i^tithonty *’ But 
his opinion, that 
paAi^ent for tmlnage 
pp imply the dominion of 
tha|^ to extend to the 
Attorney alleges, since i 


! not concerned in that 
p| i|negtiOidi only to be 
he, made of 
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NUMBER XXVI 1 , 

^ r 

References to the jtidges ahimt Jamaica, 

CounciUchambt^ 27ih Apnh 1680 

(icntlemeo, 

1 AM commanded by the righ| honourable thelflirdf of the 
pnvy-council appointed a eoramittee of a^d foreign 

pUnt^tion^^ to signify their de$ii:e^ that yoijl' attend his ma- 
jesty's judges with lAif (^iiesiic^s Blowing ; 

1st, AVhether&oix^Jkbevpast and predent atate of Jamaica^ 
his majesty's sobjet^is inhabiting and trading there have a 
right to the laws of England^ as Englishmen^ by virtue of 
the king's proclamation, or otherwise '> 

5d. Whether his majesty’s subjects of Jai^aica> ^aiming 
to be governed by the laws of England, aro^nOt bound as well 
by such laws as are beneficial to the k{ng> by appointing 
taxes and subsidies for the support of the government, as by 
other laws, which tend only to the benefit and ease of the 
subject? . * ^ 

Which questions their lordships desif^ his majesty's judges 
to consider and answer in wrltiil§»'mid td return the opinions 
to the committee with cpnvenieht speed. 

I am, Vitl} respect^^/ 


CH VP. 
XIV 


Order to the judgs^^c^j^^f^/psestion of Jamaica, " 


At the,t9wi,at 



le 234 ol^ 


BtkKT, ' 


,'Priaee ' > Xioti CThamb^llain, I^entry. , 

At>i». Canterbury^ Earl of Sun&rlq^ 

Urd Chancellor, ' Earl of kins/' 
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Lord Prt'sidefit^ 
Lord Privy-beal^ 

D. of Albemarle, 
Marq of Worcester, 
Earl of Ossory, 


Earl of Bath, Mr. Chancellor of APPKN- 

Ld. Bp. of London, the E\( hequer, 

Mr. Uyde, Mr. (Jodolphin 

Mr. Finch, • 

Lord Chief Justice North, 


It is this day ordered in council, that Mr. Attorney and 
Mr. Solicitor General do attend his majesty's judges, and de- 
sire them to assenjble with all convenient speed, and, being 
assembled, to confer with them concerning this question, viz. 
Whether, by his majetity*s Ifbtter, proclamation, or com- 
missions, annexed, his majesty hath excluded hinibelf from 
the power of establishing laws in Jamaica, it being a con- 
quered country, and all laws settled by authority there bein^ 
now expired ? 

And that, upon receiving the opinions of his majesty^ 
judges under their hands in writings they do report the same 
to the lords of the privy-council appointed a committee (or 
trade and foreign plantations. 


NpIBBR XXIX. 

F^xtretet of dn ^rder in council, 
a1 vmaica, * u * 

At the committee of tfa^ and plantations, in the 
rouncil-chamber at Whitehall the 7th of Septem- 
bei, 1680, 

Pneal^T, 

Lord President, Marquia Mr. Sec. Jenkiut. 

Mr. Secretary Jenkins conimittee, that Co- 

lonel Lotig, of ^tnaicii, had sniqe before surrendered 
himself to him, djmn a bond of ten thousand pounds given 
to the £arl of Carlisle to that purpose; and that iie iiad 
taken his security for the like sum, ibat he would attend the 
first council, on Friday next, being the 10th instant 

VOL III. ' A a' 
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CHAP. 

XIV. 


NUMBER XXX. 

Copy of an order in council, 

Jamaica. 

At the committee of trade and plantations^ in the 
council-chamber at Whitehall, 

Present, 

Prince Rupert, Marquis of Worcester, Earl of Bath, 
Lord President, Earl of Clarendon, Mr.Sec. Jenkins 

The Earl of Carlisle is called in, and delivers a paper con- 
taining a charge against Colonel Long, which is re»ul, con^ 
Mating chieHy in three points* t?iz. That he had razed the 
king’s name out of the act for raising a public revenue; that 
he had granted an habeas corpus, being judge, for a person 
condemned by law; and had opposed the settlejljent of the 
country t)urbuant to the king’s orders. 

And his lordship declaring, that he had nothing more to 
say against Colonel Long than contained in that paper, 
only reserving to himself the liberty of explaining what he 
had therein mentioned. Colonel Long is called in, and the 
paper road to him ; whereupon he positively denies that he 
had done any thirtg^to the bill without the directions of the 
assembly; and thatJie believes the razure happened inas- 
much as the clerk of the ass^bly had transcribed the bill 
passed in Sir Thomas Lyiteh’s time, which was now blotted 
out by the agreement of the governor, council, and assembly, 
and the words written, in his band were only added to make 
up the se&de, which would have been wanting, 

which he did Bfi that assembly from whom he had 

dtrcctions ; which is confirmed by the letters of Major Moles- 
worth, Mr. Bernard, Mr. Ashurst, Mr. Burton, and of the 
clerk of the assembly. 

As to the granting^an habeas corpus, he c^lares he did not 
know the jicrson was condemned ; and that it is usual for the 
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judge!, to sign blank habeas corpus's, wlueh the clerk gives APVKN 
out in course, 

And that he never opposed the kind’s orders, otherwi^se 
than by expressing his opinion, that they were not for hi*’ 
majesty's service, nor the ^;ood of the country. 


NUMBER XXXL 


Extract of an order in counciL 


JAMAICA. 


At the committee of trade and plantations, in the 
council-chamber at Whitehall, Tuesday the 12th of 
October, 1680, 


Prince Rupert, 

Lord PreiBident, 

Lord Privy-Seal, 
Marquis of Worcester, 


Pkbsb.vt, 

Earl of Sunderland, 
Earl of Clarendon, 
Earl of Halifax, 
Vise. Fauconber^, 


Mr. Hyde, 

Mr. Godolphin, 
Mr.Sec. Jenkins, 
Mr. Seymour. 


The Earl of Carlisle attending, acquaints the committee, 
that the act for raising a public revenue will expire in March 
next, and that the government will be left under very great 
necessities, in cas^ the king ifo not give Sir Henry Morgan 
leave to pass, a temporary bill, until the full settlement of af- 
fairs shall be agreed on, which ^)like to tak^ up a considerable 
time ; and therefore proposes, tl^at the order in council, dated 
the I4thof January last (which, is read) forbidefing the gover» 
nor to raise money by any or order whatsoever lhaii 

by the bill transmitted by* which the assembly 

will not be willing to pass^ until tho government be entirely 
settled in such manner as may be more agreeable to them than 
the Irish model, be sui^pended. His lordship proceeds to give 
an account of his transactions with the assembly, to persuade 
them to pass the revenue bill, and reads the objections of the 
assembly, and his answer to them: whereof, and of the conn- 
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cil-books bib lordship is desired to fXive a tran^^tript f » the 
coxiimittee. 

'I here having been two liW'. read which wer^^ entered 
therein, the one iiic.dr b} ( clone) D Oyley and tla (ouncih 
for raioin^ iinpO'^ts on I quors, the • thcr by ^ r L h irldS Ly tti 1- 
ton and ms eounc.h oemg a ‘•api Itni ir il art to the former 
And hib lon]?luj[> icquaintinp t)it comiuittee that, as for 
licences of tavern^, he had set them on foot before he passed 
any bill of revenue 

It IS thereupon t‘ ought fit, by some of their lordships, that 
Iho asieinbl) of Jamaica be induced to pas& a peipetual bill, 
by having l^ave to appropriate the rt venue ta the support of 
the government ^ 

And the committee is appointed to meet again on this 
business on 'J hursday, at nine o clock in the morning, when 
( olonel Long, and the other assembly men lately come over, 
arc to attend 


NUMBER XXXII 


Jamaica 

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the 
council chamber at Whitehall, Thursday the 14lh 
October, 1680, 

Pbesfnt, 

Brince Rupert, E of Clarendon, Vise Fauconberg, 
Lord President^ E, of Essex, LdL Ch Just. Noith, 

Lord Privy-SeaL of Halifax Mr Sec. Jenkins, 

Marq of Worcester 

1 f 

The Bari of CarlisW attends, ami produces an entry in 
the coiinciNbook of Jamaicl^ of a laW passed by C olonel 
l> Oyley and the council, for raisi^tga public revenue, and of 
tthother passed by Sir Charles Lyftelton and the counci], being 
^ a supplemental act to thv former, both virhich are indefinites, 
and hot determined by the comjXlissions of Colonel D*Oyley 
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01 my Lord Windsor, whose deputy Mr Ciiarles Lyttelton apJ’LN 
was 1)1 \. 

After which. Colonel Long and Mr. Ashurst are called in 
(the other gentlemen of Jamaica being in the country) and 
being asj^ed, Wby they were not willing that a perpetual bill 
of revenue should pass in Jamaica? they made answer, that 
they have no other way to mahe their ag*;rievancCs known to 
the kintr, to h ive them redressed, than by the dependance of 
the governor upon the assembly, which is }ireserved by passing 
temporary bills of revenue^ and that, a perpetual bill being 
passed, all the ends of government would be answered, and 
theie would be no further need t)f calling assemblies. To 
which my Lord of Carlisle replies^ that, notwitlistanding any 
act for raising an impost on liquors should be passed in that 
manner, yet the necessities .iH(f contingencies of the govern- 
ment aie such as to rcqmye the* fiequentcdlliug of assemblies^ 
for raisi^ monjey by other means, and doing public works, 
the present revenue coming far short of the expense ot the 
gov ernmeiit. 

Jheir lordships tell Colonel Long, that in case they be 
willing and pass the act of revenue indefinitely, the king may 
/be induced to settle -otlier per])etual laws, wliich they shall 
propose as beneficial to » 

The gentlemen of Janiaic<3l being withdrawn, their lord- 
ships enter upon a d^&t^e concerning a continuance of the two 
laws made by Colohel JJ Oyley, and bir rbarlesLvttelton be- 
fore mentioned, and hotofar the'-English laws and methods oj 
government aught to take place in Jamaica; and it u there al^ 
kged, ** that the Jaws of England cannot be in forte m amiket 
count! y, where the consii0^n^fthf place udijirtnt from 
** that oJ England,'* 

Upon the wholn matter, the committee desiiemy Lord 
Chief Justice North to report his opinion in writing, on Mon- 
day next, upon the ((uestionTollowing ; viz, 

1st. Whether the ki^gi^y his proclamation published dur- 
ing pay Lord Wiiidsor'e gevernm^nt, hu ma^ef^ty'b letter dated 
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C]14P. of January 1672-3, or any other act, appearing by the 

^ laws of England or any laws of Jamaica, or by his inajcsty*s 
commissions or instructions to his governors, has divested 
himself of the power he formerly had to alter the forms of 
government in Jamaica? 

2d. Whether any act of the assembly of Jamaica, or any 
other act of his majcbty or his governors, have totally repealed 
tl\e acts made by Colonel D’Oyley, and Sir Chailes Lyttelton, 
tor raising a public revenue, or whether they are now in force? 

Memorandum, His majesty being present, my Lord 
Chief Justice North was added to the committee. 

Memorayidunij Colonel Long having mentioned 
some transactions of my Lord Vaughan’s during 
his government, his lordship is to be summoned 
for the next meeting. 


NUMBER XXXlll. 


.1 VMAICA* 


At the committee of trade and plantations, in the 
council>chamber at Whitehall, on Monday the 
16th of October, 1680, 


PRJSSE1^T. 


Lord President, 
Lord Privy Seal, ^ 
Lord Chamberlain, 
Earl of EssW, 

Earl of Clarendon, 


Eafl of Halifax, 

Jbord Vise. Fauconberg, 
Lord Chief Justice North, 
Mr. Secretary Jenkins, 
Mr. Seymour. 


* My Lord Chief Justice North having acquainted the com* 
ihittce that he had considered pf the two questions proposed 
by their lordships^ and that, althougjx' some further time would 
be requisite for him to in his answer, yet, in respect of the 
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)iastc that was necessary for settling the revenue, his lordship appj \ 
undertakes to return his answer at the next meeting upon the 
second question ^ wherein his lordship is desired to take to 
liis assistance some other of his m^csty’s judgeb 5 viz 

Whether any act of the assembly of Jamaica, or any act 
of his majesty or his governors, have totally repealed the acts 
made by Colonel D'Oyley and Sir Charles Lyttelton^ for rais- 
ing a public revenue, or whether they are noSai in force ? 


/ 

NUMBER XXXIV., 

Jamaica. 

At committee of trade and plantations, in the 
council-chamber at Whitehall, on Wednesday 
the 20th of Octobef, 1(580, 

FKSaSNT, 

Lord President, Lord Chief Justice North, 

Earl of Sunderland, Eord Bishop of London, 

Earl of Bridgewater, Atr . Secretary Jeujkins, 

Earl of Essex, Mr. S^^our. 

Earl of Halifax, 

My Lord ChiOfJttltloeN(MHliiiving delivered his opinion 
m writing upon the qneetion roconunended to him at the last 
meeting. Colonel Long, Mt*Be^0D, Mr. Ashurst, and other 
planters and merclMAtS of liainaich, together with the Karl of 
Carlisle, are called and hisIofdahip'S opinion is tead to them ; 
whereby his lordship dohSndetlji^that the act of revenue made 
in 1063 by Sir Cliatlea Lyttelton is yet in force, as being not 
repealed by finy subseiiuent Mts, which Were limited to the 
term of two years by hla,, majesty’s commands. But Colonel 
lK>ngobject8, thatthere^^iri^plaW''made by Sir IChoma. Mody> 
ford, which declares all)a«s passed at Sir Charles Lyttleton's 
assemblies void, for Widit of due form in the "Writs, and other 
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CliAP particulars : whereupon they are bid to withdraw ; and 
whereas, my Lord Chief Justice North was not present when 
this objection wms made, their lordships thir^k fit that he be 
acquainted therewith, and desired to renew his opinion • and 
the gentlein^n of Jamaica are also desired to be ready with 
the objections they have to make to hi$ lordship's report, at 
the next meeting, which is appointed for to-morrow at three 
in the afternoon. 


NUM9BR XjdcV. 


Jamaica. . 

At the eais^tnitt^e of trade and plantations, in the 
council-chamber at Whitehall^ Thursday ^Ist 
of October^ 168Q, 

t 

Present, 


Prince Rupert^ 

Lord President^ 
Marquis of Worcester, 
Earl of Bridgewater, 
Earl pf Clarendon, * 


Viscount JFauconberg, 

Mr. Hyde, 

Lord Chicf^Justice North, 
Mr. Sccretaty Jenkins. 


The lords, being met to feonalder the business of Jamaica, 
order the proclamation, pufejished innrf Lord Windsor’s time 
to be read: and theic opi- 
nion, that his asHura and settle the pro- 

perty of the inhal^dt!^ hui the gtfeernment and /atm; 
thence arise;* ^ 

l^t. Wheth^L upqi the crihsidt|ratlott of the commission 
end itisini^iOna to (S^lom 1 ll|OyW, and; .Sir Charles Lyttel- 
tilnlillNid the of^the^Mtnd ihereupo^t the acts 


j||N^&uncil made by Sir i^hatles Lyttel- 

l^n were perpetiiat laws, biodi^ tO the inhabitants of the 

id. Whether, iQpp 9 si(ig|lb(iM]||kW 8 ge(Mi juid perpctuid, any 
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of the subsequent laws, or the proclamation in my Lord APPl^lN- 
VVindsor’s time, ha\e taken away the force of these laws ? 

Anti because the gentlemen of Jamaica made di\ers objec- 
tions against the validity of those laws, as being made by the 
governors and council without an assembly, and against the 
perpetuity of them, as being repealed by subsequent laws ; 
their lordships dd therefore think it most conducing to his 
majesty’s service, that Colonel Long, Major Ueeston, and 
Mr* Ashurst, do attend my Lord Chief Justice North, in 
order to explain to his lordship what is chiefly expected by 
them, whereby they may be induced to settle the revenue for 
the support of the government, to the end matters may he 
brought to an accommodation. 


NUMBER XXX\L 


Jamaica. 

At a committee of trade and plantations, in the 
council-chamber at Whitehall, Wednesday the 
^ 27th of October, 1680, 

Pbbsfnt^ 

r 

Lord Privy-Seal, Earl pf Bath, 

Earl of Bridgewater, ^ Bart of Halifax, 

Lord Chamberlain, , Mr. Chan, of the Exchequer. 

* 

' M]^Lord Chief Justice Nbrth reports^ that he has been 
attended by the gentlemen of Jamaica, who have declared 
themS^ves willing to griht the perpetual bill for the pay- 
ment of the gov^ernoj^; anoffeer bill for the payment of 
contingencies to continue for seven years, provided they may 
be restored to their anclnht form of passing laws, and may be 
assured of Sueh of the laws of Bngland as may coheern the ir 
liberty and property 

Their lordships taking notice, that the revenue of Jamaica 
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Will expire in March next, direct a letter to be prepared^ for 
the approbation of the couiu*!, empowering Sir Henry Mor- 
gan to call an assembly, and to endeavour the pasain a; a tem- 
porary bill, with their consent^ foi the revenue, and, 1 1 case 
of their refusal^ to laise the faiae in &uch manner as hath 
been done by former governors 

* * 

Memorandum, At a council on the instant, a 

draught of the dforr-menuuQed letter was read : 

And upon reading the petition of the planters, merchants, 
and inhabitants of Jamaica, praying to be restored to their 
ancient method of making laws, the lords of the committee 
are ordered to meet de in diem, until they shall have 
agreed on such a method tot the making of laws, and the 
settlement of the government, as they sh^U find most con- 
venient for his miyesty’s service. ^ 


NUMBER X\XV1I 

Jamaica. 

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the 
council-chamber at Whitehall^ On Thursday 
the 88th of October, 1880, 


TipBSBJiTj 


Rnnce Rupeii^ 

Lord Privy-Seal, J 
Lord Chamberhdp, ^ 
Earl of BndgeWlkter, 
JBerl of Sunderland, 
%arl of Clarendon, 
Earl of Essex, * 


pf Halifax, 

Viscount Pauconherg, 
Bishop of London, 

Mr 

j^rd Chief Justice North, 
Mr. Se<h*^tary Jenkins 


1 heir lordships having considered that part of the letter 
a the council of Jamaica^ dated 80th May last, that con^ 
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cerns the laws, and having read the petition of the merchants 
and planters of Jamaica^ presented in counciJ on the 

, as also a paper prepared by Mr. Black way con- 
cerning the manner of making laws in Jamaica^ their lord- 
ships, upon full consideration and debate of what may best 
conduce to his niajesty*s service, agree, that the present we- 
ihod of making laws in Barbadoes, as settled hy the commission 
of Sir Richcurd Dutton, he proposed unto his majesty in council: 
and that powers be drawn up for the Earl of Carlisle, with 
Instructions suitable to that scheme, and with respect to the 
present circumstances of Jamaica; and that the assembly 
may be the more easily induced to grant a revenue for the sup- 
port of the government, their lordships are of opinion, that 
his majesty’s quit rents, and the tax on the wine-licences, as 
well as all otlicr levies which now are or shall be made, be 
appropriated to the support of the government, aueji to no 
otlfer use whatsoever. 


NUMBER XXXVIII. 

J AMAK A.' 

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the 
coiincil-^chamber at Whitehall, on Saturday the 
30th of October, 16'80, 




Prince Rupert, 

Duke of Albemarle, 
Lord Chamberlain, 
Earl of Bridgewatcir, 
Earl of Sunderland, 


' Earl of Clarendon, 
Earl of Essqx> 
Viscount Fauconberg, 
Earl of Halifax, 

" Mr. Secretary Jenkins. 


Colonel Long and thi^the'r gentlemen of Jamaica attend, 
and are acquainted with the resolutions of the committee to 
report to his majesty, that they may enjoy the same method 
of making laws as is now appointed for Barbadoes; with 
which the gentlemen express themselv^ very well satisded. 
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IJISTOkIC \L ACCDUNi 


CH\P. 

XIV. 

Nf/MBEK XXXIX 

Copy of poufri* to tlu £,uil ot Carlisle foi moki/iq fair 

Charles the Second, hy the grace ot God, king of 
England, Scotland* France, and It eland, De- 
fender of the Faith, &c. 

To onr right tru$ty and right well- beloved 
cousin Charles Earl of Carlisle, our captain- 
general and governor in cljief in and over our 
island of Jamaica, and other the territories 
depending thereon ; and to our deputy go- 
vernor and commander in chief of our said 
island > and, in case of their death or ab- 
sence, to our council of Jamaica. 

Whereas, by our royal commission bearing date the first 
of March, in the thirtieth year of our reign, wehaVingthought 
fit to constitute and appoint ^ou Charles Earf of Carlisle, 
captain-general anil governor in chief in and Over our fbl.ihd of 
Jainaica, and the territories depending ther^fi, thereby coiri- 
manding an<l requiring you, or in your absence our deputy- 
governor, or our council, to do and execute all things belong- 
ing to the said command, an^ thC’tru'^l leposed in you, accord- 
ing to the several powers ord^rei^lcms granted or appointed you 
by the said commission and th^ instructions therev\ith given 
you, or by further powers and iristl^ptions to be granted or 
appointe(l*‘you und«l'OUf signet sign manual, as b> our said 
commission (reference bein|f hereunto had) dot^ more at 
large appear ; and whereasH fe nefees^a^y tliat good and whole- 
some laws and ordinances be settled and (Established for the 
government and support of our island of Jam^iica 2 we do 
hereby give and grant unto yon full power and autliouiy, w ith 
the advice and conbent of the said council, from time hiy time. 
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as need shall require, to sunirnon or call general assemblies of APPKN- 
tlie freeholder':! and planters uithin thewiid i'-land, in manner DfX. 
and form as is now practised in Janjuica, \nd our uill and 
pleasure that th^ persons thereupon duly elected by the 
major part of the rie(‘hoh]ers of the resnective parishes and 
places, and ^o retmneii (naving, before tluir sitting, taken the 
oaths of allegiance and supremacy, which \ou *'hall conimis- 
sionate fit persons, under the puljlici?eal ot fbat islar.d, toad* 
minister, and without taking which none shall be ca »able of 
fe>ilting, though elected) shalj be called and lu ld the general as- 
hembly of our island of Jamaica; and that they* or the major 
part of them, shall have full power and authority, with the 
advice and consent of yourself and of the council, to make, 
constitute, and ordain laws, statutes, and ordinances, for the 
public peace, welfare, and good government of the said island, 
and of the jrcople and inhabitants thereof, and -such other as 
shall resort thereto, and for the benetit of our heira and suc- 
cessors ; which said law's, statutes, and ordinances, are to be 
(as near as conveniently a^ay be) agreeable to the laws and 
statutes of our kingdom of^ England : provided, that all such 
laws, statutes, and ordinances, of what nature or duration 
whatsoever, be, within three months, or by the first convey- 
ance after making the same, transmitted unto us under the 
public seal, for our allowance and approbation of them, as also 
duplicates thereof by the next conveyance : and in case all or 
any of them (being not before coniirmed by ns) shall at any 
time bedisallowed and not approved, and so signified by us, out 
heirs or successors, under our ot their sign manual or signet, dr 
by order of our qr their privy- council, unto you, the said Earl 
of Carlisle, or to the commander chief of our said island for 
the time bseing, then such or^so mapy of them as shall be so 
disallowed and nOt approved, shall from thenceforth cease, de- 
termine, and be utterly void and of none effect, pny thing to 
the contrary thereof notwithstanding. And, to the end no- 
thing may be passed or 'done ip our Said island by the said 
ronncil or assembly to the prejudice of US, ottr heirs or sue- 
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CITAP. we will and ordain that you, the said Charles Earl of 

XIV. Carlisle, shall ha\e and enjoy a negative voice in the making 
or passing of all laws, statutes, and ordinances, at> aforesaid; 
and that you shall and may likewise, from time to time, as 
you shall judge it necessary, dissolve all general assemblies, 
as aforesaid ; any thing in our comriission bearing date as 
aforesaid to the contrary hereof notwithstanding. And our 
will and pleasure is, that ih case of your deatJt or absence 
from our said island, our deputy-governor for the time being 
exercise and enjoy all and singular the powers and authorities 
hereby granted unto you, or intended to be granted you, the 
said Charles Earl of Carlisle ; and in case he likewise hap- 
pen to die, or be absent from our said island) we do hereby 
authorise and empower our council of Jamaica to execute 
the powers hereby given you, until we shjill declare our 
further pleasure therein. 

(riDcn at our court at Whitehall, this 3d da^ 
of November, in the thirty^secoiid ijear of 
OU7 reign. ^ 
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A CATALOGUE OF EXOTIC PLANTS, in the 
Garden of Hinton East, Esq. ia the Mountains of 
Liguanea, in the Island of Jamaica, at the time of 
his decease. By Arthur Broughton, M. 1>. 

N, B. This Garden is now the Property of the Public. 
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POSTSCRIPT 


TO 

t 

THE HISTORICAL SURVEY 

f Of 

4 

Confcumf^ a brief Reo/m qf”th$ Tfcm^tthn and 
Conditum <f the Bnttsk Ar«n^ there, during the 
Yeurs 17 9b, 6, 7, and 8 , itntU the ^piah^Mmcuu- 
tion of the Country., ’ 

^ F 

Four years ^ve )9%«pd»sitjce';I clQled the de- 
tails oC the military operhtidns^^f the British 
army in St. OomiDge^ mnd I ^eve^to say, that 
what was > then pri^f^tic appe^(iiensio{tl«^is new 
bewnae history efftifeni:' and 

beautiful colony, t^'feeast^f^-iPrahce, and'^ the 
glory of the new heii»»^iJi^«'fe^i^|l<nyged> |h)in 
the chart of ^'Uie civjlhai^ sT^fd! The prospetftof ' 
such laiiientahte*min|^ plight ocCasiop for 

many ol;^|^nFat^s^jphdtej3ei^ pre> 

sent to my read(84<l^ the 
feet sl^ch ii 

that occpr at- 

tempt. Were it in pd^ 

* not) -to iife''t^i£%'of 

Jhpae sfliA'cyepts wbi<;hfliAii^^i^g>i$'ti^1lerfible 
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catastrophe, I should indeed decline a task vthich 
would be equally disgusting to my readers, and 
painful to myself. In a climate wbcie every gale 
was fi aught v.ith poison, and in a contest with 
uncounted hosts of barbarians, w'hat could the best 
efforts of our gallant countrymen effect.^ Their 
enemies indeed fled before them, byt ^ihe arrows of 
pestilence pursued and arrested the victors in their 
career of conquest 1 Scenes like- these, while they 
afford but small cause of gratulation to the actors 
themselves, furnish nd topics to animate the page 
of the historian ; who would have little else to dis- 
play but a repetition of the same disasters— »dchi*- 
sive promises, unrealized hopes, unavailing exer- 
tione ; producing a complication of miseries, disease, 
distraction, contagion, and death 1 

At the same time (althou^ I know not that the 
reader w ill derive any great degree of consolation 
from the circumstance) it is incumbent on me to 
observe; that, during diskstrdus period of which 
I treat, I have not* Wird aoy tnisconditct or 
neglect was ever feHy ii^puted to those persons 
who bad the direction' of i|ie enterpnze, cither in 
the public departmoiij|‘Of Great Britain, or itt the - 
. scene of acdon itself 'ttie names of Williamson, 
Forbes, Stnjoop, W^te and MaWand, carry with 
them a dedtdnsti^||km;"< that neither cowagej,' ‘ nor' 
ener^, npr 

ing io the pripcipn^ department. ' RcmforceUieots 
of troops too wefp sent by the Jiritiahl^govei'^rhent 
with a more liberal .hand thpm in' ^rmer years. 
Towards the latter end ofijd|>dl» distant! 

p6th iregimepts (cqnsi^tng of 1,700 men) 
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arrived from Ireland; the 82d, from Gibraltar, 
landed 980 men in August ; and in April 1796, the 
66th and 69th regiments, consisting of 1,000 men 
each, with 150 artillery, arrived from the same 
place, under the command of General Bowyer ; so 
that the whole number of effective men which had 
landed m St. Domingo, down to this period (in- 
cluding some small detachments sent up at differ- 
ent tiines from Jamaica) amounted ,to 9^800. In 
June following, four regiments* of infantry, and a 
part of two others*, arrived from Cork, under the 
command of General Whyte. These were soon 
afterwaids followed by seven leipt^^tits of BtiUsh 
together with three regiments of foreign cavalry J; 
besides two companies of British, ^nd a detach- 
ment of Dutch artillery ; making in the whole a 
further reinforcement of about 7,POO§. 

But what avml tlia best cdnc^ed schemes of 
human policy against the disftel^tlons of Divine 
Pi evidence? A great part of these gallant troops, 
most of them in the blpooi of yonlbi were con- 
veyed, with little intermt^ioo, the isbips to 
the hospital ; from hospital' to the grave ! Of 
the Slid regiment, n^lks^^tbanr^SO became victims 
to the climate* widnn sbort^space Of ten weeks 

J ■* 

, • Tha l/lb, sea, seat, ana #kh, ^1$ p&n of the 93*1 and 

^h. 1 ^ ' / 

t The l»th, I 4 th^ aU^SSHh. 

. t 'the Vork, Heaipesch and ' 

fF Outoftbisaui^l^erarebi^Ww4<P^deililiS^d>e39d 
infantry and the S6ti ^ni|;oeS$l^.the totmvt eiP which were 
•cut from St. Dnratego'to to the 

WiiidWiflifd lalandsw 
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after their landing. In one of its companies, no 
more than three rank and file were fit for duty, 
llompesch’s regiment of hussars were reduced, m 
little more tlran two months, from 1,000 to dOO, 
and the 96th regiment perished to a man ! By the 
30th of September, 1796. the legisters of morta- 
lity displayed a mournful diminution of no less 
than 7,530 of the British forces only; and to- 
wards the latter end of 1797, out of the whole 
number of troops, British and foreign, which had 
landed and were detained in this devoted country, 
during that and the two preceding years, (cei- 
tainly not far short of 1 5,000 men) I am assured 
that not more than 3,000 were left alive and in a 
condition for service*. 

During this dreadful sacrifice of iiuman life, 
the necessary operations in tlie colony were pro- 
ductive of such an expenditure of treasure to the 
British government, as excited the utmost asto- 
nishment in the mii^s of the king’s ministers; 
who ought howevW to have foreseen, that the cost 
of raising, feeding, arming, clothing, and paying 
colonial regiments, both black and white, in a 
country where article was three times as 

dear as in Europe, and the expence of fitting put 
armed vessels to transport troops and stores from 
one part of the colony to, another part, (hot!^ of 
them measures oft absolu^ necessity) mu.st ana'* 
voidably be vetyj^^t* The charge:;, aitondiHg 

* The less of Seamen in the ship! employed on the coast .are 
not included. 1 1 may be stated very moderately at .^,000 men. 

t The colonial troops, black and white, embodied by Gene- 
ral WUliatason, amounted at the end of 17dh to 8,170. 
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the hospital service, were alone found to amount 
to 10s. a day for each invalid. For the payment 
of these, and other services, the Governor was 
aufliorized to draw bills of exchange on the Bri- 
tish treasury; and the bills thus drawn, to the 
first of May, amounted tb 4,383,596/. 2</. 

sterlirfrf. 

Cut, liotwfthstanding this enormous 'expence, 
both of blood and treasure, the prospect of sub- 
duing the whole of.thi& great island, and annex- 
ing it, in a profitable condition, to the British 
dominion, was more distant than ever. The weak- 
ness and diminution of .oUr troops, inspired the 
enemy with renew'ed confidence. They were not 
unobservant of oar sftuatiott, and took advantage 
of it. Those among’ the white mbabitants who 
were secretly disaffected, became Cltoouraged and 
confirmed in their hostile pfirpoill^ apd were 
easily prevailed updn to declt^l^ Cjlianly against a 
caus^ which 'they phtinly for^# must, in a short 
lime, work its otVn desti^ctiopC<^ ' 

It is not howcvw'tO be Understood that the 
British army was suffered to remain, during this 
time, in desponding inact^tty< The case was fer 
Otiierwise. Every man who wa^j* in a condidon 
for ^iervice, had "'full employment assigned to 
hl^ifhh^mdoubtedty h^ery 'vl^dTQOS efforts werp 
ima^eto distress th4 endbliy,'at)tf' Intend our foot- 
ing^ in the country, u^il, t^hi^ity, every suc- 
Oeeditfg mfcrtiofi, jiSb •’ki6|^|<^bf Sysipbus, 
terluinated in. new ijUkaj^ntmenv 

At ooOifMsriod'veiy kingoine expectations pre- 
Jr'dm' the ctfHopCi^dtm ftod services of Ble 
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colonial corps, which General WiUiamaon had 
caused to be organized. Their knowledge of the 
country, and their habitude to. the climate, were 
supposed to render them a useful and formidable 
body. They had been formed in a great degree 
under the Barbn de Montalembert, (an officer of 
whose military merit it is not easy to speak in terms 
too favourable) and, immediately after the arrival 
of the 82d re^ment from Gibraltar, such of tlieni 
as were brought to a.aufficient state of discipline, 
commenced operations^ under that officer’s com- 
mand, in the western province: being reinforced 
by the Baron’s own regiment, and a detachment 
from the British 8Sd, they proceeded for a time 
very successfolly, driving the enemy out of many 
fortified posts, and taking possession of a great 
extent of country, even as far aa the 3paaish fron- 
tiers. Nothing cpuld exceed the noble spirit of 
emulation whi^ animal' tbek conduct U nhap- 
pily, the w'anfc .of a suffieient number of men to 
garrison the posts which die bad abandon- 

ed, rendered all their sucdesses ulUmately abortive. 
Their progress^ therefore, was productive of no 
iastii^ impression : it was like that of a vessel tra- 
veii^ing the oceans — the waves yielded indeed ftir 
the moment, but united again as the vessel passed. 

In the mean., while a very considerable 
the Revolted negroes (the whole of, wiiom bad .bow 
separated alR^ther.Trom the people 

of colour) continued to maintain then' {lositbn in 
a strong post, on the hciglil's whicht overlook jPbi t 
au towards the souths Thi^, {iarty of Ini- 

gands.ndirc commanded. by a ne^rQ,,uaBi^ Dudo- 
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nait, who had contrived to cut off the streams by 
which the town was usually supplied with fresh 
wrater. ' The distress to which the ganison was re- 
duced by this measure, and the disgrace of suffer- 
ing the insults of such an enemy to remain un- 
punished, induced the General, in the month of 
December, to make formidable preparations for 
attacking Dudonait in his camp ; when an extra- 
ordinary circumstance! occuired, which, as it dis- 
plays the state of parties among the revolters, de- 
serves recital. On the first of January, 1796, this 
negro chief sent a flag to the General, signifying 
that it was his intention to present the British 
with a supply of water, by way of a new-year’s 
gift; and accordingly the springs were cleared> 
and the streams suffered to run in their usual chan- 
nel, to the great relief of the town and the gar- 
lison. This measure, on the part of the enemy, 
was followed by overture^ for a* negociation ; and 
Dudonait soon, afterwards transmitted the heads 
of a treaty in writing, offering therein to bring the 
chief pait of his army over fo the English, on 
certain conditions ; one of which was, that the 
English troops should cogpperate with thmr new 
negio allies, to oA off and extt?pete the 

pec^le ffoolour throughout St. Domingo. 

il itias impossible thab General Williamson 
could listen to pi^posHlona of tliis nature, al- 
though he had no ^ reason to dpubf. tfie sincerity of 
Dudonait* the prepamtions for driving the enemy 
from his position wffl’S continued, liight artillery 
was provided to be eamkirl up the mountains on 
mules. The enterprise » however was glfooded 
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with so many difficulties, tliat it was not until the 
28th of February the attack was made ; when 
the British had the satisfaction, in the course of a 
few hours, to see the brigands, who had so long 
hemmed in and insulted them, fly from their chain 
of formidable posts in all directions. Genera! 
Bowyer was at the head of the column, at the 
place where the chief attack was made, and he 
carried the lines by storm 

Had I the means of resounding in detail the 
many other enterprises, in the prosecution of 
which the honOur of the British dag was ably 
maintained and supported, notwithstanding the 
cruel ravages which the diseases of the climate 
hourly made among the troops, the recital of them 
should not be omitted.—! should dwell with in- 
finite satisfaction on the merits of the Generals 
Churchill, Bowyer, Montalembert ; the Colonels 
Spencer, Stuart, Dessource, and other officers in 
high commands It is universally acknowledged, 
that the services of hll these gentlemen that t have 
mention^ were eminently conspicuous ; and I re- 
gret that my information is not sufficiently minute 
and particolar, to enable me to bestow that dis- 
tinct and appropriate tribute of applause on tlie 
conduct of eaeh, which justice and gratitude 
would otherwise demand. This general’ acknow- 
ledgment therefoi’e 'is all that! can offer; but my 
regret is hei^tened by the mournful redectiun, 

^ The negro Dudcmiiit, was <?oon afterwards 

surpnzed by the Mulatto Geo eral Ui^aud,-wl»o ha^l licsn! of 
his negociation with the and ordered iiiin *0 iuunc- 

diatc execution. 
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that sach exertions and talents were employed 
in so un profitable a service ; a warfare in 
which all human efforts were unavailing, and 
success itself unattended with lasting advantage 
or renown. 

In the month of March, iT^ffj'Sir Adam Wil- 
liamson embarked for Great Britain, having ro- 
-signed the command of the trixips to General 
Forbes, who was himself superseded by the arrival 
of General Simcoe, as chief governor, in March, 
1797. One great object the 'Wn^s ministers had 
iq view, by the appotntment last mentioned, was, 
as I have heard, to obtain a full and accurate re- 
presentation of the state of the colony, the actual 
situation of the Bddsh army there, and the pros- 
pects which remained of the ultimate success of 
the enterprize. No man was better qualified to 
form a correct, compreh^;^v«, tmd unbiassed 
opinion on tbpse points than . 0en^al SimCoe. 
He was instructed, tud^hal^ to Mutiny' into edect a 
plan'df i^t^m and latrehchmeht in the disposal 
and application of the pt^bm money. ^ Abuses 
under this bead were loudly, and 1 believe very 
justly, complained of^, tbe^ coitUf^l^pf which, it 
waa said. Could be effected only %% li'oper 6Ker> 
tion of firmness, dnbrgy, and die codi- 

tom^ ih chief ; l^^plreminently - dis>‘ 

tin^yh that ofi&c#*s charat^^^lt Is onpledsant 
to relate, hut it is too denied, that 

among the Upe^ch ee{buis^4:^fP^,4sah^* ^.(he 
principal men, taretorp for tWtednler of theii< ser^ 
vices, bu<| stipulated foft imd (dimined very exha* 
ordiWTiialmm«»iamiy^ Some^'ffiaMt 
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gentlemen, without doubt, had acquired a just 
claim to liberal remuneration; })ut there were 
others among them, who set, 1 am afraid, a very 
exaggerated t^alue on. their own merits. In the 
present forlorn and sad condition of the army, 
hqiwever, the* measure of retrenching cxpenccs 
and allowances, of what nature soever, proved a 
painful and perilous undertaking. The whole 
body of our allies were alarmed and discontented 
in consequence.of 4t./i« Their efforts liecame every 
where palsied ; add„.it >a alleged, that some im'. 
portant posts were .surrendered to Ae enemy, with- 
out an effort being made to save them. It is cer- 
tain that officers of high rank resigned their con>- 
missions and quitted Ae country* Thus, whilst 
disease was rapidly thinning the ranks, disgust 
and disaffection spread with equal rapidity among 
Ae survivews. The prospect, on every side, was 
gloomy; apd Ae inournful exclamation, touf tst 
perduj resounded equally pxvt disappointed selheh- 
ness, en^ despondmg loyidty. * 

General Simcoi($‘ by Ae moderation and firm- 
ness of his conduct, succeeded in restoring order 
jnd .sobordioetmn ; apd, in some degree; in re^ 
ViAtg : but the state of affairs was ir-* 

rettievably 'Operate, and the General probably 
Aought,AetiUhe^<^^ service he could render 
bis country vvAs 1t9 'Aturn to Great Britain, fully 
and &UhfuUy'te'^ii^resent in person to Ae king’s 
ministers the s0iidi.Qf his experience and observa- 
tions. For 'Ais purpose (as it is supposed) he 
embarked for Europe in July. ' 

Wjiat report tim General ma)de,<'on his arrival 
VOL, nr. E E 
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in London, to Uie British administration, i^ not 
known to me but by conjecture. It is certain 
that government soon afterwards came to the de- 
termination of reducing the number of Bntish 
posts in St. Domingo, (by ordering the most dis- 
tant and less important ones to b§ abandoned), 
and of concentrating and directing all our force 
to the maintenance of certain places only, the 
permanent possession of which might afford secu- 
rity to our navigation and commerce, and deter 
the enemy from attempting predatory excursions 
against the British settlements in the neighbour- 
hood. 

'I’his determination appears to me to iiave been 
suggested by wisdom, or rather it was founded on 
necessity; and in order to carry it into full effect, 
suitable instructions were prepared for General 
Nesbit, who was appointed successor to Geneial 
fumcoe in December, 1 7^7. 

The command of the troops in the rneanHhil( 
had devolved* oh General Whyte, an officer ot 
great experience, local knowledge, and approved 
bravery ; but neither experience nor courage in 
the commander could enable the army to do.moic 
than to maintain itself within the garrison. The 
war w^s no longer a war of conquest, but uf seh- 
pre^vation. The rebel negroes were at tlie gate 
an^'n^t alternativfe ••eiliained boi to stand on tin 
defensive*’ until General Nesbit’S arrival. 

Respecting the forces of. the'ooemy, and li.f 
interior state of the colony, at the period of Cjc- 
neral Simeoe’s departure, it was known that the 
incfijin arms were become divided into twopiiju*^ 
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cipal faction®, under dilFerent leaders. The re- 
publican troops which had been sent at difterent 
times from France, having been reduced by sick- 
ness and famine to about 700, had made a sort of 
junction with the revolted negroes of the northern 
province ; reserving to themselves only the privi- 
lege of forming a distinct icgiment, and of being 
commanded by white officers ; but the General or 
Commander-in-Chief of the whole of this nortliei ii 
army, white and black, was a negro named Tous- 
saint L’Ouverturc. This in^i, at the commence- 
inent of the revolt in 1791, was a slave to Mon- 
sieur No6, a considerable planter in the neighbour- 
hood of Cape Francois, now residing in London. 
Having taken an active part in the rebellion, 
Toussaint had acquired, in a short time, great 
weight -among the negroes, and at length obtained 
such an ascendancy among his adherents, as in- 
vested him with absolute and undisputed autho- 
rity over them. His attachment, however, to the 
French government was thought e.Ktremely doubt- 
ful ; and in truth he scorned to have no othei im- 
mediate object ill view, than that of consohdaliiig 
his own* powers and seeming the freedom of Ids 
fellow negro®. Ilis black army in ] 797 was es*- 
timated at 18,000 infantry, and a troop of horse 
of about 1,000. 

The other priacipfll body was composed chiefly 
of Mulattoes, collected from different parts of the 
colony, and negro slaves whonj they had com- 
pelled to join tliemi The IMulattoes, spurning 
the idea of serving under a negro General, had 
resorted to the southern province, and em oiled 

' E E 2 
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themselves with their brethereii of colour in that 
part of the country, under Andrew Rigaud, a Ge- 
neral of their own cast, of whom mention has al- 
ready been made. His army (comprehending 
also such of the lower class of white inhabitant'^ > 
of the southern and western provinces, aiS found 
it necessary, either for their daily support, or per- 
sonal protection, to enlist under his banner) was 
said to amount to about 12,000 ; and they declared 
themselves in the interest of the republican govei n- 
ment established under the French Directory. 

Between these ^'o bodies, however, as the 
reader must have perceived, there existed the 
most inveterate and rancorous animosity, which 
had already manifested itself in many conflicts; 
and nothing but the presence of an invading 
enemy in the country restrained it, in any degree, 
from proceeding to that extremity of civil con- 
test — a war of utter extermination — in which mercy 
is neither to be given nor accepted. On the de- 
parture of the English, Toussaint made a public 
declaration, signifying that it was his intention 
not to leave a Mulatto man alive in the country ; 
and, with respect to such of these unhappy peopk- 
as have since fallen into his hands, 1 am assured 
that he has kept«lus word ; not an individual of 
them has been spared. 

But although thbSfi' great factions were the two 
mos^'t|onsiderable, they were not the only bodies 
of artned men that associated in this unfortunate 
' country, and acted without Any co-operation with 
each other. Separate hordes, composed of re- 
voUc(^ slaves,* aild ' ruffians of bveiy description, 
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appeared in different parts (chiefly in the northern 
and western provinces) supporting themselves by 
depredation and plunder. Against the cruelties 
and enormitie.s committed by these parties, the few 
remaining whites had no means of .safety, but by 
purchasing the protection of Toussaiut; and thus 
an extraordinary revolution had taken place; — • 
the very chief whose original intent was the total 
extirpation of the whites, had checked his career 
of massacre, and was now- become their defender 
and protector. In the southern province were 
parties of brigands of a similar description, some 
of w'hich made piratical excursions at sea in 
canoes, and captured many small vessels, both 
American and English, which were found near the 
coast. On these occasions, the savages put all the 
white seamen to instant death; but where any 
women were unhappily found on board, the'^e they 
carried avt'ay with them in a state of captivity, 
for purposes which perhaps made them envy the 
more immediate fate of the muidered seamen. 
It must not be omitted, however, that Rigaud 
published an indignant prcclamatioii against these 
pirates, and hanged up 'all sifch of them as were 
apprehended under it. 

Such was the stale of affairs in St. Domingo, 
during the latter part of 1795, and the whole of 
the years 1796 and 1797, until the mortality 
among ih'e British forces was so great, as in truth 
to leave no dlternalive to the sad survivors, but to 
retire from a contest, in which victory itself, was 
dlsapjiointment and defeat ! 

On the 22d of April, d79S, therefore. Brigadier 
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Maitland^ (who in consequence of General Whyte’s 
return to Europe, and the death of General Nes- 
bit in -his voyage outwaids, had succeeded to the 
chief command) came to the leso'ution of eva- 
cuating the towns of Port au Piincte and St. 
Marc, with their respecrive dependencies, toge- 
ther with the parish of Arcahaye ; a measure 
which, by a judicious negocktion -with Toussaint, 
he happily effected without loss, and withdrew 
with the troops to Mole St. Nicholas* 

The whole number of white troops, English 
and foreign, at this peuod in the British service, 
under General Maitland’s command, did not ex- 
ceed 2,500, including even the sick and convales- 
cent. Of the British, not more than ],1(X) were 
left alive. Part of these held possession of Giand 
Ance under Brigadier General Spencer, the re- 
mainder embarked with General MaiUand for the 
Mole. 

The great importance of the post at Mole St. 
Nicholas, to %vhich our troops now retreated, has 
been pointed out on a former occasion ;* but it was 
also remarked that the fortifications there, how- 
ever defensive they nfight prove in the case of a 
maritime attack '^fbr "which alone they were con- 
structed), ^ could not easily be maintained against 
an attempt, on thp ^ide of the land, being com- 
pletely commanded hy t&e hills adjacent. This 
circumstance could not possibly have escaped Ge- 
neral Maitland’s notice j for the same observation 
occurred to myself, and caust have occuiTed to 
evciy other man who has visited thd place. Very 

. * ' 

Historical Survey of St, Domingo, p. 1 10. 
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.soilous apprehensions must therefore have been 
felt, that the Britisii forces would, at no distant 
period, be compelled to abandon this post, as they 
had abandoned the others. 

It is probable, that considerations of this nature 
induced General Maitland to form the design of 
repossessing the no less important post of Cape Ti- 
buron ; which, as the reader has already been told, 
was taken from the IJritish by a. force under Ri- 
gaud, on the 2.5th of December, 1794. It,wa;r 
ihouglut that, with the neighbouring port of Jf- 
teinie, and the bay of Irois, already in our posbCE- 
s»on, the capture of Tihuron would not only com- 
mand the district of Grand Ance, and secure the 
navigation of the windward passage, equally with 
the Mole St. Nicholas, but afford also, in a very 
considerable degree, protection to Jamaica, in case 
the enemy should meditate attempts on the coast', 
of that island. At the same time, it was not in- 
tended, I presume, to evacuate the Mole, but un- 
<ler circumstances of imperious necessity. 

In the beginning of June, such of the 

troops as could be spared for the intended expedi- 
tion agaiiu-l Tihuron, assembled in the bay of Irois. 
The first biigade was commanded by Colonels 
Spencer and Grant, and the second by Colonel 
Stuart; a third brigade,' under the command of 
Colonel Dcssource, consisting of colonial troops, 
moved forwards by land on the 11th; the other 
brigades, embarked, at the same time, in the squa- 
dron appointed to co-operate with them, consist- 
ing of the York, Adventure, Tourtereile, Rafter, 
and Drake, under the command of Captain Fcrrirr. 
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So far the whole business seems to have been 
judiciously conducted, and to have promised a 
successful termination ; but the issues of war are 
in the hands of the Almighty. Owing to the 
prevalence of strong south-easterly winds, it was 
found impossible, after many unavailing attempts 
for that purpose, to effect a landing of the troops ; 
and the General, not from the resistance of the 
enemy, but from, the rege of the elements, was 
ultimately obliged to relinquish the attack, and 
leturn with the troops to Mole St. Nicholas. 

The failure of this attempt on Tiburon, was 
soon afterwards followed by a design of the ene- 
my oh tlie Mole itself. Towards the summit 
of one of the hills commanding the fort, the 
British had established a post of 6'0 men, ciiiefly 
colonial troops. On the 21$t of July this post 
was attacked by a horde of brigands, and (to the' 
gieat astonishment of the garrison below) was 
carried, without much resistance, the major part 
of the detachment stationed there having deserted 
to the enemy. The few British among them, 
however, by keeping up a well-directed retreating 
fire; reached the gamson it^afety. 

But the triuijaph ‘Of tne brigands on this occa- 
sion was of .short <^;^on ; for the mortars of the 
garrison Having, bee^ brod^t to play agait^t Ute 
spot, the enemy *Oon *driven from the post, 

a detachment of British, tinder Colonel Stewart,- 
again took possession of it. ' 

^ A wore daring attempt, faotrevser, was. made, 
about the same time^ at adbUter •ptMit ealled the 
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Gorge ; where the brigands appeared in great 
force; and although by the gallantry and good 
conduct of the troops sent against them they 
were finally repulsed, their defeat was not effected 
without an obstinate resistance on their part, and 
considerable loss on ours. 

It was now evident to every man, that, unless 
possession could be Obtained of the surrounding 
hills, and a chain of strong posts, with lines of 
great extent, established on their summits, it was 
not within the reach of human skill, or human 
courage, to preserve the garrison itself from de- 
struction, in the event of a still more formidable 
attack from the enemy, of which the garrison was 
in hourly expectation. 

For the erection of such works and defences, 

General Maitland, whatever might have been his 
wishes, certainly did not possess the necessary 
meaps; neither had he troops enough to man 
them, even if the means had been within his 
reach. 

It is plain, therefore, that no sort of alternative 
remained to General Maitland on this occasion, 
but to consider of a speedy end secure retreat for 
the wreck of his worn-out veterans, and to aban- 
don fbr ever a country which, aftef' five bloody 
years qf hopeless warfare witbinJts borders, has 
furnished its invaders with just space enough, and 
no more, for the graves of -about 20,000 brave 
soldiers and seamen ; sacrificed to the vain project 
of seizing on a tenitory, which, alter obtaining 
it, we must have newly peopled, to render it pro- 
ductive ! 
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Such a retreat General Maitland, in the month 
of October, 1798, happily effected*. Of the means 
by uhich it was accomplished, and the arrange- 
n.otits which it is believed were made, about the 
same time, with the negro chief 'loussaint, for the 
fiituie safety of the British trade, and the security 
of the Bi ilish possessions in this part of the world, 
I can give no certain information to my readers. 
On tiiose points the king’s ministers have hitherto 
withheld all manner of communication. Enough 
is known however, (and more than enough) to de- 
inoustrule to every unprejudiced mind, that the 
final evacuation of most parts of St. Domingo, 
was not a matter of mere prudence and discretion, 
but of absolute and uncontrolable necessity. To 
have attempted the further prosecution of offensive 
w ar in this devoted country,) after such experience 
as five years had already furnished) would have 

♦ The troops at the Mole and those at the Grand Ance ur.- 
Her Colonel Spencer were removed to Jamaica. They did not 
nmonnt altogether to one thousand. The negro regiments 
embodi d by General Williamson were disbanded, and the men 
left to dispose of themselves as they ihou®,ht pr(i|)er. This 
measure u as, 1 believe, unavoidable ; nevertlielesis it w.n a 
mortifying circumstance to behold this fine body of mCn turiicd 
adrift, and compelltd by necessity to join the enemy. They 
were purchased a prodigious expence; had bfCn 

trained arms witl| aurprifci rig success ; were prou4 of 

their character is ‘•sbldiertf; and# without doubt, wiien kept ja 
constant employment^ were tr^pps the best suited of any 
file world for the coatiti*jt aad climate. Whether any gfeat 
dependence might be placed on th^ proper subordination and 
loyalty of such a body of men in time of peace^ or on their 
fidelity in time of war, with people of their own cast, (and in 
caf»es who^ no white troops could be brought to co-operate 
wiVh ^ will not venture ib ^^cide. ^ 
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Argued, not nierdy an unxvariautal)lc excess of 
mistaken zeal in the, minds of its «'onduclors, but 
the pitiable and impotent rage of incurable in- 
sanity ! 

And thus terminated this most disastrous 
enterprize against St. Domingo. Ncverthele.s.*, 
dreadful as the consequences of it have proved, I 
am persuaded that no human being was ever actu- 
ated, on any occasion, by motives more pure and 
patriotic, than was General Williamson on this. 
Certainly it was on his recommendation and ad- 
vice that the project was originally adopted by go- 
vernment ; and i^ in this case, he erred in his 
judgment, concerning persons and circumstances, 
even his errors proceeded from his virtues. Un- 
suspicious in his nature, and incapable of decep- 
tion himself, he mistrusted not the fraudulent 
views and arrogant pretensions’ of others. Here 
•indeed he failed. It was his misfortune to place 
too great reliance on the venal and unfounded as- 
surance.s of a few adventurers from St. DomingtJ , 
men who had neither property nor consideration 
in that island, nor any sort of authority from the 
resident planters, to invite a British invasion. It 
was this ill-placed confidence that induced Ctc- 
npral Williamson to recommend^ the meistsure to 
the king’s ministeis; and afte?warfisj,,^On 'receiving 
•their sanction, to undertake thl^ tiilonduct of it 
himself, with meahs so 'infinitely d|3prpportis>nrd 
to the end, that disappoiutinep>t and di$cotnfitin.' 
were its necessary and natural consequences ! Let 
me add, at the same tittje, that instead of procur- 
ing any pecuniary advantage to himself, General 
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Williamfcon injured his private fortune in the pro- 
secution of this very service. His health was the 
sacrifice, and poverty his reward ! 

The history of this unfortunate experiment will 
hereafter, it is hoped, furnish a profitable lesson to 
men in power. They may learn from it the ex- 
treme danger of giving a willing ear, io time of 
war, to the representations of designing foreign- 
ers, edneerniog the disposition and principles of 
the great body of their countrymen ; and the state 
of the country from which (whether unjustly or 
not is nothing to the purpose) they have proba- 
bly been driven. To expect a fair and impartial 
report from such men, in su0h a case, were to sup- 
pose that the liuman mind has 'changed its charac- 
ter. This unhappy credulity has been a distin- 
guished feature m the conduct of the present war, 
^tid the case Domingo affords a melancholy 
proof of its bfiiscts. 

The account which I have given will likewise 
furnish additional confirmaUoti'to the cases already 
recorded in history,., demonstrating the fatal folly 
of prosecuting ay&wive war, for the acquisitioa 
of territory*' in tBc inmate of the West Indies. The 
dreadfiil ,life in such enterprizes, 

is c;^p^atio» that the most splen^ 

did T^ of Omnipotence . 

is tt|j|ftedr^ |^ ^^^p^3^sure. and" no 'one-oal^n- 
on "earth t 3 ^e.J^^Vteftipt, without having 

bad occa8^^dlerfi^^„.to commence- 
ment, and to consequences* ! ‘ 

* t^||th«se adventurw,” obtsrvSt Mr.Batkai Uaatan 
’ Iwve to vaiuinUh, abttoetiT t* aequite. tn ^ 
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Such are the reflections and observations wjjich 
have occurred to the on this painful topic. With 
a few remarks of a less general, but, perhaps, of no 
less interesting a nature, 1 shall quit the subject. 

So long as the two great parties which now exist 
in St. Domingo shall continue the prosecution of 
civil warfare against each other, there is not, I 
suppose, much danger to be apprehended that 
either of them will have leisure to make many de- 
predations on the British shipping trading in that 
part of the world, or any very serious attempts on 
the coasts of the neighbouring islands. This state 
of things cannot, however, be of extensive dura- 
tion. The war is of too violent a nature to last 


carrying on war in the Westindle'*, the hostile sword is merci- 
ful : the country itself is tire dreadful ^nemyt-^-ethcre theEuro- 
pear conqueror finds a cruel defeat in the very fruits of l)is ‘iwc- 
ces«. Every advantage is but a new demand for recruits to the 
Weht IndiRn grave.’* Let us hear also on tHh subject the poet 
of the beasoas ; 


Thtafk ioa^teful fifth 

h^alks the dire PMer 6/ Pestilent Disease ; 

Sick nature blasting ; and to heartless mot 

And feeble desolation, casting dovm 

The towering hopes, and alt the pride o/inan ’ 

Such as of late at Carthagenp quenched* 

The British firet-^ " ' 

retnmia^ 

.pa miurciU 

Heard nightly mves 

The frequent extra ' Thomson. 

This miserable scene, Mwpre^has b^a frequently re- 
floated since the siege of Carthig'^IHt. It Was exhibited at t lu 
llavatinah in 176*2 j at the river St> Juan j and lately in (he 
Windward Islands > but no where I believe w iiU grcaitr l'>u< 
I ellect than m $1. 
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many years; and it is probable the lirst general 
conflict will decide the fate of one of the two con- 
tending factions. 

By the last accounts, Toussaint appears to have 
at present the superiority. His ar ny is undoubt- 
edly more numerous than that of Rigaud; but I 
suspect It is worse appointed and provided. 'Jlie 
Mulattoes too have infinitely the advantage of the 
blacks in point of general knowledge and military 
discipline. Rigaud himself is a man of sagacity 
and expel ience; but above all, there is tliis cir- 
cumstance attending the Mulattoes, (which T 
think must ultimately turn»the scale in their fa- 
vour), that Aey have no possibility of retreat, and 
are 'Well assured they must ei^er subdue their ene- 
Ifties, ^ p&rifih themselves to a man. My opinion 
is, lhat the Mulattoes will finally become 
masters of alf .thii«fsea coast, and the cultivatable 
parts of the 'Country; and the fugitive negroes 
seek a refuge in the mountainous and inteiioif dis- 
tricts. If such shall be tW’ termination of the 
present civile contest in St. Domingo, the island of 
Ja^iaica must have a vigilant eye to its own safety. 
JtU^trude, boiftl p^l^rds and hoinewaids, will be 

s cH devastation ma^ be 
sprea# parishes by hordea of 

I in'^Qpen canoes fronn the 

southern'.paiy^^l^llpml^O^ as may defray ^ 
idbom|pf at Port 

th^l^l^ekt I^I^Unce to the inhabitants, 
imp^adh^' Jamaica,, thW British 

government is \4th0nt doubt sufficiently apprized, 
ana i[ l^kvc that measures in tmntemplation 



SURVEY OF ST. EOMINoO •) - I 

how to avert the threatened evil. I will ven- 
ture however to pronounce, from circuinstanct<! 
within my own knowledge, that uotlimg. lan 
afford solid and permanent securitv to Jain.uca 
but tranquillity at home. Let peace be le-tst.ili- 
lished betw'een England and France, and all aji- 
prehensions from St. Domingo will vanish. 7 lie 
Mulattoes having, after a long and bloody stin-f 
gle, established their qlaira to all the iigbtt ot 
French citizens, have now nothing to desire but 
to be considered and acknowledged as faithtul sub- 
jects of France: and if the French government, 
whatever form it may hereafter assume, entertains 
the most distant hope of restoring, in any degree, 

Older and subordination in ’the country, and of de- 
riving any advantage from it as a colony, it will 
leceive them as such, and avail itself of their ser-' 
vices in suppressing the remains jOf revolt and re- 
bellion thioughout the island. Peace, therefore, 
between England and France, will convert the 
Mulattoes of St. Domingo, from formidable ene- 
mies, into harmless and inoffensit^e neighhouis to 
the British West Indies ; <br it will not then be 
any longer the business of armies 

to heighten and extend tlie on this 

th,eatfo»pf bloodshed, and ret?iliatio|i 

oor.^pwn possessiomr. llritain 

.Rightly, she wH}, restoration of 

order in St. Doming0^'4*rt^'‘®ro“^.. 
of futuic scemity to her Wos^felpi^l^^^nlonirs, 
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WAR IN THE WEST INDIES, 


FROM ITS COMMeN(!|;MENT IN lEBRUAKY, \71g. 


CHAPTER I. 

Preliminary Ohserveiii 0 m-r^Commeneemint of the fVur. 
■^Capture of Te^go. — Fruitless 'Attempt agcinic 
Martinico.~^Deterfmmtion of British 'Mitdstry 
thereon, and consequent Prepatatinnsfora large Arma~ 
ment to be sent to the West I^ii^*~-^Sir CHAiaiEs 
Gkey appointed to the tl^Land threes, 

and Sir John Jbrvjs to the Cemmandqf the Fleet. 

-^New Arrangement. ^ 

* ^ ^ i 

Whoever has made himself ‘acquainted with chac. 
the history of the West Inditib Islands, cannot fail 
to have observed that, wh€ifiESver the natidna of Prei r i nrj 
Europe are engaged, from cause, in war howT'' 

jirli^J^each other, those '^ji^Khj^'^eou^ries are 
made the ‘h'perations. 

the combaV^'*l'^||p'^W.'|he arena, to 
illMudil'their diiferenc^i^^fld^ |Dti|^bIe planters, 
who are never the victims of 

the contest ! ^ 

When, at the papificaffotf^ 1763, t^e claims 
of Great Britain and Fjian^e to the neutral Islands 

VOL. lit. {V F F ■ 
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cn\p of St. Lucia, Tobago, St. Vincent, and Dominica, 
were adjusted by a division of the spoil, many 
circumstances concurred to induce a hope, that 
ti )a the contending parlies would remain satisfied with 
‘their booty, and not hastily invohe the world 
again in devastation and bloodshed. One of the 
causes of former contests between France and 
England (the claim to those islands) having been 
''cmovcd, there was certainly reason to suppose 
that the remembrance of recent calamities, the 
pressure of poverty, and the various other dis- 
tresses which the war had brought on all the belh 
gerent powers, were circumstances highly favour 
able to a continuance of the |)eace. The short 
experience of ten years proved' the fallacy of this 
expectation. Tlhe martial spirit of Gieat Bri^in 
sickened for employment ; and pretences being 
wanting for directiigg it tow’ards her ancient ene- 
mies, it was 'turned, in an evil hour, against her 
own subjects in North America. Wise men fore- 
saw and predicted, that the restie.4s and intriguing 
genius of France would not allow that kingdom 
to continue an indifferent spectatoi of such a con- 
test. Accoidingly, !n the year 1778, she rushed 
into another war ^'ith Engi^tnd, without even af- 
fecting to have su^t^it^ shadow of provoca- 
tion,* and 1 ^p^,,£ 9 iiU|lteDce of her injustice;, at^ 
oui insanity, ^ly of those of ^ 

sugar Jslands,^ which had wen assigned to ds ha 
I76d, but of alinost. ^1 the rest; the dismember- 
of the erdpite, and a combination of dangers 
fioin which, at one moment, d^th seemed our only^ 
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Of the capture of the sugar islands in that war, chap. 
and their restoration to Great Britain at the peace 
of 1783, I have sufficient!]^, treated elsev^ here, 
America alone derived advantage from the <-oiiicst. 

As the French had engaged in the uar without 
provocation, so they retired from the held, not 
only without benefit, but with manifest loss. They 
contracted an enormous debt, to the payment of 
which their ordinary revenues were inadequate; 
and perhaps to this circumstance, more than to any 
other, the ruin of their ancient government tnust 
immediately be attributed. So true is the observa- 
tion of our great dramatic poet (and it is equally i 
a[)plicablc to nations and to individuals) that 

• 

——Even-handed justice 

Commends tU‘ ingredients of onr poison'd chalice 

To our own lips. Shakspbakb. 

To a philosopher, speculating in his closet, it 
might seem that such an event could not fail to 
opeiate both as a tierrible example, and a profit- 
able lesson, to the nations of the earth ; but above 
all, to those few envied states who have every 
thing to los*e, and nothing to gain, by a change in 
their situation. Posterity will either mourn over 
,tba,t' ‘page of our history, <iife/<;,doybt ,its fidelity, 
tirhich shall record the iq|!li^Q|)ioly;j ^ruth, that, in 
tb#%ear 1792, the goyq|'S^i»t of tjrreat Britain 
(t6o proud to learn wisdom ^m the misfortunes 
of others) adopted towards Fmnc,e the same in- 
fotuated line of Conduct, iS’h||ch, a few years be- 
fore, the French govcinment, ’^nearly under tl.'c 
same circumstances, had pursued towards Gieat 
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cit^AP. Britain. Our conduct was similar; may the merer 
of Divine Providence avert from us a similar issue! 

i.braary War being thus renewed (first proclaimed, I 
admit, on the part of France, but provoked un- 
doubtedly by the rash counsels and imperious lan- 
guage of the British administration), the West 
Indies became, as usual, the scene of military cn- 
terprize : and Great Britain had |he advantage (if 
an advantage it might be called; of making the 
first onset. On the 10th of February, 1793, a few 
clays only after notice had been received of the 
French declaration of warj-adirections were trans- 
mitted to Major-General Cuyler, the commander 
in chief of the British troops in the Windwaid 
Islands, and to Sir John Laforcy, who commanded 
in the naval department, to attempt the reduction 
of 'Fobago. As mqst of the proprietors in that 
island were English, it was supposed that an Eng- 
lish ^rmament would be favourably received b^ the 
inhabitants ; and the event fflstified this expecta- 
tion. The island surrendeied, without any gre.it 
struggle, on the 17th of April. 

Of the territory thus rerannexed td the British 
dominion, I shaH give the best account 1 am able 
lo cpilect^in a suh^uent chapter. At present, I 
am unwilling the narrative of mlfitat^y 

ti ansactions, by discpiritftms cither on its past bis- 
or its present importance; and shall, tberefc^e, 
proceed to the next a!ttempt of the British forces 
in this part of the , world, vrhich' 1 am sorry to ob- 
bcrve had a less favouralilc termination. 

Itjwas an attack on MaYtini^; an enterprize 
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of great magnitude; for the labours and ingenuity 
of man had co-operated with the hand of nature, 
in rendering that island one of the i,irongest coun- 
tries in the world. In 1759, it had successfully 
resisted a formidable British armament of ten 
ships of the line, besides frigates ‘and bomb ketchet, 
having on board 5,800 regular troops; and al- 
though the island surrendered, three years after- 
wards, to a much superior force, yet the gallant 
and vigorous resistance which the garrison was 
enabled to make on that occasion, for iipnards of 
three weeks, ought surely to have induced great 
caution and consideration, with regard to future 
expeditions against a country so anrply provided, 
both by nature and art, with the means of defenro. 

In the present conjuncture, the whole of the 
British force in the Windward Islands was known 
and allowed to be, of itself, vastly inadequate to 
the object in view; but such representations had 
been spread throughout the army, concerning the 
disaffection of the greater part of the inhabitaiifs 
of all the French islands towards the republican 
government, recently established on the riiiriR of 
tlicir monarchy, as to create a very general beliof, 
that the appearance of a British a,rmament bcfoic 
the capital of Martinico would alone produce an 
‘^^ediate surrender. trenefaV Bruc^ on whom 
tfe chief command of 'oirf l^^s ’had devolved in 
ihe interifn, was indeed essoted, by a deputation 
fiom the principal planters "of the island, that 
a body of 80a regular troops would be more 
than sufficient to overcome all* possible resistance . ’ 

These representations (as the OenerM Iiimselt 
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informed the king’s ministers) induced him, in 
conjunction with Admiral Gardner, to undertake 
the expedition ; and the land forces having keen 
emhaiked in the ships of war, the armament arrived 
off Capo Navire on the 1 1th of Jui.e, 17U3. On 
the JOth tlie Britisli troops, in number eleven 
bundled, made good theii landing; and having 
been joined by a body of about eight hundred 
French loyalists, took possession of a very strong 
post within live miles of St. Pierre, it being the 
General's intention to attack the two foils wdiich 
defended that town. The plan however did not 
succeed, and I legict that I am unaole to furnish 
a satisfactory account of the causes ot its failure. 
Whatever information might have been contained 
in the dispatches from the commander in chief to 
government, all that has been communicated to 
the public lies in a narrhw compass, and 1 shall 
repeat the substantial part in the General’s own 
words; The morning of the 18th (he observes) 
“ was the time fixed for the attack, and we were 
to move forward in two columns, the one con- 
“ sisting of the British troops, the other of the 
French royalists ; and for this purpose, the 
“ troops w ere put in inotion before day-break ; 
“ but unfortunately^^ some alarm having taken 
place dmongst the royalists, they began« in n 
“ mistake, firing onjone^nother; and their c<»Bh 
“ mander being severely 'wounded on the occasion; 
“ hje troops were disconcerted, and instantly re- 
“ j^ed to the post from which they ha<l inarched.” 
** This conduct (continues the General) strongly 
** proved that no dependance could be placed on 
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the royalists, and that the attack against St. 
“ Pierre must have been carried on solely by the 
“ British troops, to which their numbers were not 
“ equal. I'hey were llierefore ordered to return 
“ to their former posts, from whence they re-em- 
‘‘ barked,” &c. 

This is the whole, or nearly the whole, of what 
the British administration ihoiaght proper to fur- 
nish for the gratification of the public curiosity, 
concerning the conduct and failure of this unfor- 
tunate expedition ; and indeed it is sufficient to 
demonstrate, that the strong assurances which had 
been given, and the sanguine expectations which 
had been formed, of support and assistance from 
the greater part of the French inhabitants, con- 
sisting in the whole of upwards of 10,000 whites, 
were not justified by the event. It reflects there- 
fore great honour on the liberal and humane, dis- 
position of the British commandeis, that they diJ 
not suffer the disappointUient, which they must 
have felt on this occasion, to operate to the disaa- 
vantage of those of the French planters, by whom 
such assurances were held forth, ajiil who, though 
mistaken as to their countrymen, manifested the 
sincerity of theic own professions by their subse- 
quent conduct. “ As they would certainly have 
fallen victims,” observes General Bruce, “ to 
*f the implacable maligniiy of the republican 
parly, as soon as we quitted the island, it bc- 
“ came in a manner incumbent on us, in suppor; 
“ of the national character,- to use our utmost c> 

“ ertions to bring these unhappy people from the 
“ shore; and although the neci6s.sity of impressing 
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cuvp such vessels as could bo found, and the put- 
“ chasing provisions from the merchant vessels, 
vji n lyjji incur a great expence, I have nevertheless 
“ ventured upon it, trusting for my justification 
“ to the generous and humane disposition exhibil- 
“ ed by the British nation on similar occasions. 
“ We were therefore employed in embarking these 
“ people, from the 19 th to the 21 si,” &c. &c. 

Notwithstanding this discouraging account, 
the British ministers, on receiving intelligence of 
General Bruce’s miscarriage, considered themselves 
imperiously called upon to vindicate the honour 
of the English arms, by enterprises of greater 
magnitude in the same quarter. They resolved 
to send thither, forthwith, such an aim ament, as, 
in addition to the British force already in the West 
Indies, should be sufficient not only for the con- 
quest of Martinico, but even “ to dislodge the 
“ enemy from every one of their possessions in that 
“ part of the world.” Such was their declaration. 

The necessity of dispatching to that part of the 
kings dominions a considerable reinforcement, 
could not indeed admit of doubt or delay. The 
preservation of many of our sugar islands ren- 
dered such a measure ind..,pensable ,* but the ques- 
tion whether it was consistent with prudence and 
good policy to prosecute cdfensive war in 'that' 
quarter, rather than confine our attention Sol^ 
to the defenciT of the British territories there, in- 
volves in it many grbat and weighty considerations. 
A few reflections which have oecunred to roc on 
this bead will be found towards die conclusion of 
my narrative. ' * 
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Such, however, whetlier wisely or not, was tlie 
system approved by the British muiii.ters ; a§d it 
must I think be admitted that, if a war of conquest 
in the West Indies was, at all hazards, a proper 
and justifiable measure, the comprehensue.plan, 
which embraced the whole possessions of the French 
in the "Wintlward Islands, oiiginated in sound po- 
licy : certainly u was wise, either to attempt iIk 
conquest of all of them, or to ic;a\e ai! ol them un- 
molested. Every man who is acquainted with ihe 
lelative situation ot the French anti Britid) (.(de- 
nies in those islands, the condition of each, and 
their affinity to each other, will allow ilwt, in inis 
case, there was no medium. 

It must likewise be admitted, that the propaiu- 
tions wliich the ministers caused to be made, in 
consequence of this determination, coi responded 
to the magnitude and extent of their views. () - 
ders were issued for the immediate embarkation 
of fourteen regiments of infaoirv, consisting o' 
near eleven thousand men j a fleet composed o.' 
four first-rate ships of wai and nine fiigntcs, lie- 
sides sloops, bomb-kt dies, and transports, wa- 
appointed to convey them to the .srctie of aciion. 
and act in conjunction with them. And tliat no 
possible doubt might arise in the pulihc mind, 
the judicious applicu.ion ol ihi.s great 
^eroaan[?ent to Us proper object, ,the whole was 
placed under the diieetion -pf'iwo of the nio^t 
distinguisbed officeis which any ags^ or nation has 
produced; .die chief command being assigned t 
^ir Charles Grey, Generak of the land forces ; aivi 
the naval department to Vice-admiral Sir .Tohn 
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Jervis. Neither must it pass unobserved, in jus- 
tice to the different public offices of this kingdom, 
that the whole was ready for its departure in less 
than three months after the repeipt of (icneral 
Bruce’s dispatches. 

llov\ much it is to be lamented th«^t this great 
and decisive plan was not persisted irf to the last, 
the circumstances which I shall hereafter record 
will mouinfully demonstrate. It is with pain I re- 
late, that a few days only before Sir Charles Grey 
expected to sail, a new arrangement was made, by 
which no less than 4,600 of the troops that had 
been placed under his orders were detached from 
the rest, and employed on another seivice; the 
ministers apologizing to the Geneial, by intimating 
that it was not expected of him to accomplish all 
the objects for vi hich the more extensive armament 
had been judged necessary. 

Although it cannot easily be supposed that this 
ynexpected diminution of his army, any more than 
the apology which wa$ made for it (by which it 
was evident that the original plan was abandoned 
by government), could be matter of satisfaction to 
the commander in chief, yet he silently acquiesced 
in the measure; and, as th secretary of state after- 
wards very honourably and handsomely observed in 
the House of Commons, “ did nevertheless, com- 
plete all the conquests which were in contem- 
“ plation before any reduction of his force had 
“ taken place.” 

The reader’s first inipression therefore will na- 
turally be, that althotigh a leSs force was actually 
employed than was allotted for this expedition, 
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the deficiency was abundantly supplied by the spirit 
and energy of the army and navy, and the uisdom 
and decision of the commanders ; that the objects 
in view being fully obtained, though with less means 
than were at first suggested, the original system 
was in truth carried into full effect ; and of course 
the I eduction of the army justified by subsequent 
events. 

How far this reasoning can be supported, the 
sequel will shew. I shall proceed in the nes.) 
chapter with a detail of military transactions in 
the order they occurred. 
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CHAP. II.* 

itir Cltarky Grey arrives at Barbadoes, and saiLi foi 
the Attack of Martinico. — Proceedings of the 
Army and Navy^ until the Surrender of that 
Island. ' 

ciur the 26th of November, 1793, the armament, 
reduced as was stated in the latter part of the pre- 
jan„.,ry Ceding chaptcr, sailed from St. Helen’s, and on the 
6thjpf January, 1794, the squadron cast anchor in 
Carlisle Bay, in the island of Barbadoes : it Avas 
afterwards reinforced by the Asia, of 64 guns, and 
sonje additional frigates. 

After a month's stay at Barbadoes (an interval 
which was usefully employed in preparing gun- 
boats, in training the seamen for land service, and 
in Attendance on the sick) the squadron sailed foi 
the attack of Martinico ; having on board, pf land 

* It is proper to observe, that most of what is related in 
this chapter,, concerning the proceedings of thie army and 
navy, in the attack and conquest of^artlitieo, is copied from 
the public dispatches of the respective coniimanders. The 
few particuldrii which I have interwoven in some places, and 
added in others, are derived paytly from t)ie comprehensive 
and circunibtantial heepunt Which Was putdished the Rey. 
Coo^r Willyams ; a^d panb/ Aom ^vate commdnieatioiiirs 
frd^, officers who wdre in dotual ‘service in thfti campaign. 1 
have arranged the w^ole after mp dwn maanafi in the vkw 
(as 1 hoped) of giving the detail greater clearness and pef^ 
rty, than can be expected from diepflphes written coni'* 
;n great haste on the spur of t^e moment, 
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forces (including a detachment of negro dragoons) 
a, 08.5 effective men. 

On Wednesday, the 5 th of February, the fleet ^', 7 ?, 7’’ 
approached the south-eastern coast of that island, 
and the General (having previously made the ne- 
cessary ad^afcjgements wifti Sir John Jervis) divided 
the army^nto three detachments, with a view to 
land them at three separate and distinct quarters. 

These wer^ Gallion Bay on the northern coaat, 

Case de Navires nearly opposite, on the south, 
and Trois Rivieres towards the south-east. The 
first' detachment was commanded by Major-Ge- 
neral Dundas, the second by Colonel Sir Charles 
Gordon and the third by the General himself, 
assisted by Lieutenant-General Prescott. The 
measure was well concerted; for, by inducing 
the enemy to divide his force, it enabled the Bri- 
tish to effect their lait^ing at each place, with very 
little loss. 

On the evening of the same day, Major-Gene- 
ral Dundas, with his d^chmenC escorted by Com- 
modore Thompson and his division, arrived off the 
bay of Gjjillion :‘Xapt. Faulkner in the Zebra led, 
and immediately drove the enemy from a battei y 
on Point a’Chaux.* The troops then' d if embarked 
without further opposition, about three miles from 
the town of Trinity, ,and ’^halted for (he night. 

Early ,the next mining they began their march, 
hut were wmewhat annoyed in their progress by 
a fire of musketry from the cane-fields, where a 
body of the eneriify lay ‘concealed. The aim of 
the Major-General was to* take Mornc Le Bnin, 
a sUong post, situated on an eminence iinmcdi- 
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C HAP, ately over the town. This he happily effected ; 
and instantly detaching Lieutenant-Colonel C’rad- 
dock with the second battalion of grenadiers, and 
Major Evatt with three companies of light-in- 
fantry, to attack Trinity Fort, the enemy fled, 
and our troops took possession of il^ with the 
cannon and stores. Commodore Thompson pos- 
se.<5sed liiin.self at the same lime of the vessels in the 
harbour, but the town itself was destroyed by the 
enemy ; for Bellegarde, the popular leader of the 
Mulatlocs, being obliged to evacuate a fort bear- 
ing hi.s own name, ma]iciou.sly set fire to Trinit6' 
as he retired, and the best part of the houses, with 
a quantity of stores of all kinds, were consumed by 
the flames. 

On the evening of the 7th, Major-General Dun- 
das, leaving Major Skinett and a party of ma- 
lines to command at Trinity* Fort, proceeded with 
his brigade to Gros Morne, a situation of great 
importance, commanding the principal pass be- 
tween the northern and southern parts of the 
island ; but although the fortifications were strong 
and extensive, the Major-Gener^' found the place 
(.‘Utirely evacuated, the ene»ny having retired at 
his approach. Pushing forward again, the Major- 
(leneral on the 9ifi, took possession of a strong 
situation called Bruneau, abbut two leagues north 
of Fort Bourbon^'' th^ endmy rcti*eating as before. 
From thence, Major-General Dunflas detached 
/.ieutenant-Colonel Craddock- with three compa- 
nies of grenadiers to sdze Fort Matilde^ which 
covered' a good landing within 'two miles of his 
left, and where the enemy appeared in consider- 



WAR JN THE WEST INDIES. 


147 

able larce ; but on Lieutenant-Colonel Craddock’s chai*. 
approach, they evacuated the place. Of this post ^ 
tlie Biiti"!! troops, being reinforced with a company 
of grenadiers, held quiet possession that uMglit, and 
the whole of the ensuing day ; but in the ni^lit - 
tween the 10th and llth, they were attacked bv 
800 of the enemy, under the command of Belle- 
garde, the Mulatto General. Our troops were 
rather taken by surprise ; but recover ing themselvc'*, 
the enemy uas totally repulsed, and compelled to 
take shelter in Fort Bourbon. In this action 
Captain M'Ewen of the 38lh, and seven privates, 
were killed, and nineteen wounded. 

Colonel Sir Charles Gordon, with the brigade 
under his coinrnand, was not able to make good 
his landing at Case de Navites; but on the inoiiK 
ing of the 8th he landed at Cape Pilotte; whoir, 
finding that the enemy were masters of the gnat 
road and the heights above it, he made a circuit- 
ous rijovernent through the mountains, arrd as- 
cended until, by day-break of the 9th, he had 
gained, unmolested by the enemy, the most com- 
manding post in that part of the country: Co- 
lonel Myers descending from the heiiihis. look 
possession of La Chapclle, and a post o^iablidied 
by the enemy above it. On his return the coluinit 
proceeded, through a very difficult uioun.l, to the 
heights of Berne, above Ance La IJaye ; the ene- 
my keeping a constant fire in the meantime froiri 
the batteries of St. Catharine. Sir Cijarles Goi 
don had now a position which gave him an ra-iv 
communication with the transports; when on the 
lath, observing that the battery and noii - at Si. 
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CHAP. Catherine, and the posts which guarded the first 
ravine, were abandoned by the enemy, he took 
1701 possession of them, while Colonel Myers, with 
five companies of grenadiers, and the forty-third 
regiment, erOssed four ravines higher up, and 
seized all the batteries by which they were de- 
ft^xled. The enemy now fled on side, and 
our troops were soon in possession of the five bat- 
teries between Cas de Navires and Fort Royal. 
They then proceeded and occupied the posts of 
Gentilly, La Coste, and La Archet, within a league 
of Fort Bourbon. 

In the meanwhile the commandei in chief, 
vith Lieutenant-General Prescott, and that part 
cf the at-niy which had landed at Trois Rivieres, 
had marched from thence across a very difficult 
country, to the river Sale6, and entered the town 
of the same name, situated on the banks of the 
liver. On the n'arch, Brigadier-General Whyte 
detached with the second battalion of light- 
fufiintry, to force the batteries of Cape Solomon 
and "Point a Burgos, in order to obtain possesr 
sion of Islet aux Ramieres, or'^jgeon Island, an 
irufiortant object, the at^inment of which was 
rece.'S'sary to en&blb our ships to get into the har- 
bour of Fort Royal. Those batteries were ac- 
cordingly stormed, ^nd the Rrigadier-General be- 
ing aeinforced a dethchment of Royal and 
I; ish artillery, and SQO sOamen, sent Colonel 
with the seamen, and two companies of the l5th 
.regiment, to ascend the heights, and take pos- 
session of Mount Matharine, which commanded 
Pigeon Island at the distance of 400 ydrtls. This 
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was happily accomplished on the 9th, and batte- 
ries erected on it. These were completed during 
the niglit of the 10th, and on Tuesday morning, the 
nth, they were opened, and so well pointed and 
incessant a fire was kept up, under the direction of 
Capt. Pratt of the Irish artillery, that in luo hours 
the garrison struck their colours, and surrendeu'd 
at discretion, with the loss of 15 men killed and a.'i 
wounded. 

The Islet aux Kamieres, or Pigeon Island, is 
.situated on the south side of the bay of Fort Royal, 
about two hundred yards from the shore. It is in 
itself a steep and barren rock, inaccessible except 
in one place onlyj where the ascent is by a ladder, 
fixed against a perpendicular wall ; and the summit 
is 90 feet above the level of the sea. Tiicrc were 
found on it, 11 forty-two pounders, 6 thirty-two 
poundcis, 14 thirteen-inch mortars, and one howit- 
zer, with an immense quantity of stores and am- 
munition of all kinds, and a stove for heating 
shot. 

On the capture of tliis fortress, the squadron 
immediately took possession of the bay and har- 
bour of Fort Royal; and most of the transports 
and store-ships got up to Cohee, a harbour at the 
north-east end of the bay, from whence they had 
a communication, by a chain of posts, with the 
troops at Bruneau; and the neitt object of atten- 
tion was St. Pierre, the capital of the island, in 
the attack of which, the co-operation of the 
forces, both by sea and land, was indispeiibahlv 
necessary. 

In consequence of an arrangement foi flii'' en 
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CH terprise, Col. Symes, with three light companies and 
^ Major Maitland, with the 50th regiment, embarked 
' on board a detachment of the squadron, which were 
ordered for the bay of St. Pierre. 

On the 14th the commander in chief moved 
torward with his army to Bruneau, where he left 
Major Gen. Dundas, and on the evening of the 
©ame day the Major Gen. marched from thence 
to Gros Morne with the 2d battalion of grenadiers, 
the 33d and 40th light companies, and the 65th 
regiment. From Gros Morne he detached Col.- 
Campbell through the woods by Bois le Biie, with 
the two light companies and the 65th regiment, to 
the attack of Montigne, proceeding himself towards 
the heights of Capot and Callebasse, from both 
which the enemy retired. From the latter the 
Major Gen. had a distant view of Col. Campbell’s 
tletachment, and the mortification to see them 
attacked by a great body of the enemy strongly 
posted about half a mile short of Montigne. 
The Major Gen. immediately pushed forward 
his advanced guard under the command of the 
lion. Capt. Ramsay, who by extraordinary ex- 
ertions, came up with the enemy while engaged 
with Col. .Campbell’s detachment, and silenced 
their fire, but the Colonel himself had unfortu- 
nately fallen early in the engagement. Capt. 
Ramsay being joined by the seftond battalion of 
grenadiers, now took possession of Montigne, and 
the Major Gen. took post on Morne Rouge. The 
same evening, the Major Gen. observing several 
bodies of the enemy moving towards his front, 
and forming under a small redoubt, ordered four 
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companies of grenadiers to advance, and a smart 
engagement ensued ; the enemy was covered by a 
brisk fire, from two field-pieces on Morne Bcllevieur. 
The action continued for about half an hour, when 
the enemy retreated, and during the night abandon- 
ed the fort on Morne Bellevieur, of which onr 
troops immediately took possession. 

Our array had now arrived within tvAO leagues 
of St. Pierre, from whence at day-break, on the 
Ifilh, the enemy sent a flag, requiring three days 
to consider of a capitulation. The Major Ge- 
neral returned for answer, that instead of three 
days he would allow them only three houis ; and 
leaving a company of grenadiers in possession of 
Bellevieur, he immediately moved on towards St. 
Pierre. At this juncture, the detachment of the 
squadron arrived in the bay, and began their opc- 
lations. Colonel Symes, with the tioops and sea- 
men who weie to land with him, had, previous to 
their entering the bay, embarked on board the Zebra 
and Nautilus sloops, which drawing little water 
could land them without difficulty. In the even- 
ing of the Ifith, these vessels apftroached the 
tiorth part of the bay, the other men of war stand- 
ing in to cover them from the fire of the enem^ . 
Capt. Hervey, in the Santa Margarita, perceivinff 
the troops were likely to be much annoyed by two 
batteries with heated shot, steered close under the 
guns of the most considerable of them, and effec- 
tually silenced it. About four in the morning of 
the l7th, the troops made good their landing, and 
immediately advanced towards St. Pierre ; but the 
.conflict was at an end, for the enemy seeing the 
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British approach both by sea and by land, evacu- 
ated the town, leaving their colours flying, which 
were immediately hauled down, and the Brilish 
colours placed in their room. By ten o’clock the 
whole of Colonel Symes’s detachment had march- 
ed into the town, and were soon afterwards joined 
by General Dundas and his army. 

No injury was done, nor outrage offered, to the 
inhabitants; the women and children sat at their 
tloors to see the soldiers march in, as peaceably and 
cheerfully as the inhabitants of an English village 
l)ehold a regiment pass through their streets. One 
instance only occurred, of an attempt to pillage ; 
lor which the offender was immediately hung up 
by the Provost Marshal, at the gate of the Jesuits’ 
College. 

The town of St. Pierre being thus captured,* 
and many important posts in diflerent parts of the 
country already in possession of the British troops, 
it might have been supposed that the surrender of 
the island was speedily to have followed ; but so 
great was the natural and artificial strength of the 
country, and so obstinately was it defended on thi.s 
occasion by the inhabitants, that much remained 
to be done before this event took, place. The two 
great forts of Bourbon and . Fort Royal (the 
former commanded by; Rochambeau the Governor 

* liieut. Malcolm of the 41st grenadiers was appointed 
Town Major, in consideration of his distinguished conduct 
and actire services at the h^d of a body of rideinen, which 
was composed of two men selected from each company of the 
first battalion of grenadiera. We shall have occasion to 
mention this officer hereafter. 
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of the Island) were still to be conquered; and it chap. 
was impossible closely to invest Fort Bourbon, 
without first possessing the heights of Sur6 or 
Sourier, a situation etuiiiently strong and difiicult, 
and defended by a large body of the enemy, under 
the command of the Mulatto General Bellcgardc. 

The commander in chief, therefore, proposed to 
attack this post from his camp at Bruneau, on the 
night of the 1 8th, and to depend for success solely 
on a vigorous use of the bayonet ; but, a few hours 
previous to the time he had fixed for the enter- 
prize, Bellegarde himself, with part of his troops, 
descended the heights, and attacked the General’s 
left. His intention was, if possible, to cut off the 
communication between the British army and 
navy. The attempt was bold, but it was ruinous. 

The General immediately perceived the advantage 
to be derived from it, and seized it in the mo- 
ment; for, directing Lieut. Gen. Prescott to keep 
the enemy in check, he ordered from his right 
Lieut. Col. Buckcridge, with the third battalion of 
grenadiers, and Lieut. Colonels Coote and Blun- 
dell, with , the 1st and 2d battalions of light infan- 
try, to attack Bellegarde’s camp on the left. In 
this service this detachment displayed such spirit 
and impetuosity as proved irresistible, and posses- 
sion being taken of Beliegarde’s camp, his own 
cannon .were turned against him. This unfortu- 
nate man and his second in command, with about 
300 of their followers, surrendered themselves *to 
the General a few days afterwards, the two leaders 
desiring to be sent to North America, on condition 
of never serving against his majesty ; and in 
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this request they were gratified. Their followers 
were sent on board the king’s ships as prisoners of 
w^r. 

From the 20th of February, Forts Bourbon and 
Louis, with the town of Fort Royal, were com- 
pletely invested, and the General was busily em- 
ployed in erecting batteries on his first parallel. 
On the north-east side, the army under General 
Prescott broke ground on the 25 th of February, 
and on the west side towards La Caste, fascine 
batteries for mortars and cannon were erecting 
with all possible expedition. In this business the 
seamen eminently distinguished themselves ; and 
the siege was carried on witli unremitted exertion 
by night and day ; the most perfect co-operation 
prevailing between the army and navy ; the ex- 
ertions of both being animated by the presence 
and approbation of bis Royal Highness Prince 
Edward, who arrived from Quebec the 4th of 
March, and taking the command of Sir Charles 
Gordon’s brigade, set an admirable example of 
discipline and good conduct to the whole army, by 
his behaviour, during the remainder of the cam- 
paign. The advanced batteries were at length 
brought within five hundred yards of Fort Bour- 
bon, and not more than two hundred from the re- 
doubt; when oh the 17th of March, the General 
concei;|jed measures with the Admiral for a com- 
bined ^i^issault, by the naval' and land forces, upon 
the ;f6rt and town of Fort Royal. Scaling lad- 
ders being provided, and the necessary arrange- 
ments settled, the ships destined for the service 
took their stations on the morning of the 20tb of 
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March. The Asia, and the Zebra sloop, with ch,4p. 
Captain Rogers, and a body of seamen in flat 
boats (the whole under the command of Commo- 
dore Thompson), composed the naval forces the 
land force consisted of the first battalion of gre- 
nadiers, the flrst and third light infantry, with the 
third grenadiers. 

About 10 o’clock the Asia and Zebra got under 
way. The Zebra led in, towards the mouth of 
the harbour, receiving the enemy’s fire, without 
returning a shot. The Asia had got within the 
range of grape shot, when, to the surprise of the 
whole fleet, she wore and made sail from the fort. 

She stood in a second linie, and again put about.* 

Now then it was that Captain Faulkner of the 
Zebra acquired immortal honour ; for perceiving 
that he could not expect any assistance frotn the 
Asia (a ship of the line) he determined to under- 
take the service alone in his small sloop of TG 
guns, and he e.xecuted this design with matchless 
intrepidity and good conduct; for running the 
Zebra close to the walls, and leaping overboard at 
the head of his sloop’s company, he scaled the 
ramparts; and drove the enemy from the fort. 

“ No language of mine,” says Admiral .lervis, 

“ can express the merit of Capt. Faulkner on 
" this occasion ; but as every man in the army 
“ and squadron bears testimony to it, this incom- 
parable action cannot fail of being recorded in 

* It is said that a French loyalist, named ToureDer, who 
had formerly been lieutenant of Fort Louis, was employed by 
Capt. Brown as pilot on this occasion, and that this man, un.der 
pretence of shoals, refused to carry the ship any farther. 
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“ llic page of history.” Col. Symes, in the same 
triumphant moment, entered and took possession 
of the town. 

This signal success determined the fate of the 
Island ; for General Rochambeau, perceiving that 
all was lost, immediately sent a flag from Fort 
Rourbon, offering to surrender on capitulation. 
'I'he terms were accordingly adjusted on the 23d, 
and on the 25th, the garrison, reduced to 900 
men, marched out prisoners of war. To the gal- 
lantry with which this fortress was defended, Ge- 
neral Grey bore an honourable testimony, by ob- 
* serving, that “ the British troops, on entering the 
“ place, could scarcely find an inch of ground 
“ which had not been touched by their shot or 
“ their shells.” 

Thus was achieved the conquest of Martinico, 
with the loss on the part of the British of 7 1 men 
killed, 193 wounded, and of three that were miss- 
ing. The limits I have prescribed to myself will 
not allow me to enumerate the particular merits 
of all those gallant men, whose services, both by 
; sea and land, were conspicuous on this occasion. 
History will not fail to record them, and above all 
to give fiue honour to that zealous co-operation, 
to that admirable spirit of unanimity and concord 
between the sea and' land service, which were par- 
ticularly observable diring the whole siege; and 
for want of which, in other cases, both numbers 
and courage have’ oftentimes proved unavailing. 
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*** Immediately on the surrender of the Island^ the fol- 
lowing proclamation was issued in General Orders : 

Head QiiartcT-^, l^’ort Royal, 
125th March, 1794, 

Parole, FORT GEORGE. C. S. FORT EDAVARD. 

Field Officer, COLONEL COOTE. 

The C/ommander in Chief orders Fort Bourbon now to 
bear the name of Fort George, and Fort Louis to bear the 
name of Fort Edward : and to be called so in future. The 
commander in chief, with heartfelt satisfaction, congratulates 
the army on the complete conquest of the Island of Martinico, 
a most iin{)ortant acquisition to his Majesty's crown. lie begs 
permission to return the army in general his warmest thanks for 
their zeal, perseverance, gallantry, and spirit, so eminently 
distinguished, and never before exceeded, by every rank, from 
the general to the soldier, throughout this service ) and this 
justice he cannot fail to do them in the strongest language 
to his Majesty. 
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CHAP. III. 

Conquest of St. Lucia. — Description of GuadaJoupe. 
— Proceedings against that Island. — Its Sur- 
render completes the Conquest of the French 
West India Colonies. — Cause of the subsequent 
Reverses. — Mortality among the British. — Ar- 
rival of a French Squadron with Troops at Gua~ 
daloupe. — Their Successes: followed by the Re- 
duction of the whole Island. — Inhuman Bar- 
barity of Victor Htigues to the Royalists. — Sir 
C. Grey and Sir J. Jervis^ succeeded by Sir J. 
Vaughan and Admiral Caldwell. 

CHAP. ViCTORr having thus far crovvned the Britisli 
arms, General Grey determined, without loss of 
time, to persevere in his career of glory ; wherefore, 
leaving five regiments under the command of 
General Prescott, for the protection of Martinico, 
he and the brave Admiral proceeded, on the morn- 
ing of the 3 1st of March, to the attack of St. Lucia. 
This island had not the means of a formidable de- 
fence and on the 4th of April, his Royal Highness 
Prince Edward, after a fatiguing march of fourteen 
hours from the landing nlace, hoisted the British 
colcKirs on its chief fortress Morne Fortune ; the 
garrison, consisting of 300 men, having surrendered 
on the same terms of capitulation as those that had 
been granted to General Rochambeau. Ricard, 
the office commanding in St. Lucia, desiredfuid 
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obtained permission, as Rochamheau had done 
before him, to embark for North America ; but the 
garrisons of both, of St. Lucia and Martinico, were 
sent to France immediately on their surrender.* 

After the completion of this service, General 
Grey, having left the sixth and ninth regiments, 
with detachments of artillery and engineers, as a 
garrison for St. Lucia, and appointed Sir Charles 
Gordon governor of that island, returned to Mar- 
tinico ; and the spirit of enterprise among the sol- 
diers being thus kept alive and encouraged, the 
fieneral turned his attention in the next place to 
the large and fertile colony of Guadeloupe. 

It is necessary the reader should be apprised in 
this place, that Guadaloupe consists in fact of two 
islands, divided from each other by a narrow arm 
of the sea, called La Riviere Salec, (Salt River) 
which is navigable for vessels of 50 tons ; the east- 
ern island, or division, being called Grande Terre,- 
and the western, Basse Terre. Adjoining the 
former is a small island called Desirade, and near 

* So rapid were the movements of tlie British army, that 
his Royal Highness Prince Edward reimbarked in the Boyne 
at the end of 58 hours after he had landed at St. Lucia. It is 
impossible to mention this island without lamenting that it 
has proved in every war a grave to thousands of brave men ! 
On the present occasion a circumstance occurred which demon- 
strates, in a very striking manner, the extreme unwholesome- 
ness of the climate. The night after the troops had landed, tiic 
first battalion of grenadiers took possession ofsome negro huts: 
the second battalion had no such accommodation, or rather 
chose to remain in the open rar. The consequence was, that 
while the former continued healthy, 40 of the best men of the 
lattCF-i^re returned the next morning on the sick list. 
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CHAf, to the latter a cluster of little islands called Let> 
Saintes. At some distance from these, towards 
the east, is another island called Marie Gallante; 
all these weie dependencies on Guadaloupe, and 
comprised in its government. 

On Tuesday the 8th of April, such of the troops 
as remained after the necessary garrisons for the 
conquered islands were formed, embarked in trans> 
I)orts, and the fleet sailed from the Bay of Fort 
Royal. A detachment of the squadron having 
been sent in the first place to attack the little 
islands above mentioned, calletl Les Saintes, that 
service was executed with much spirit and gal- 
lantry by a party of seamen and marines ; and 
about noon on the 1 0th, the Boyne and Veteran 
cast anchor in the Bay of Point a Petre, in the 
division of Grande Terre; a fresh wind and lee 
current preventing many of the transports from 
getting in until the day following. 

Without waiting, however, for the arrival of all 
the troops, the General effected the landing of a 
considerable detachment, with the addition of 500 
marines, at G rosier Bay, at one o’clock in the 
morning of the lltfa, under cover of the Winchel- 
sea man of wax, the Captain of which, Lord Vis- 
count Garlics, being the only person that was 
wounded on the occasion. “ He received a bad 
“ contusion (observe.s Admiral Jervis) from the 
“ lire of a battery against which he had placed his 
ship, in the good old way, within half musket 
** shot.” The battery however was soon silenced, 
and early on the morning of the 12th, the Fort of 
La Fleur d’£p6e was carried by assault, tmd the 
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greatest part of the garrison put to the sword. 
Fort St. I.ouis, the town of Point a Pctre, and 
the new battery upon Islet a C'ochon, l)cing after- 
wards abandoned, and the inhabitants flying in all 
directions, the possession of Grande Terre nas 
complete. 

The reduction of Basse Terre was effected the 
£lst of the same month; for the strong post of 
Paliniste being carried by the gallantry of Prince 
Edward and Col. Symes, and that of Houclmont 
by Major Gen. Dundas, the French governor 
((.’ollot) immediately capitulated ; surrendering the 
whole of Guadaloupe and all its dependencies to 
the king of Great Britain, on the .same hains that 
were allowed to Rochambeau at Martinique, and 
Ricard at Lucia. It is pleasing to add, that this 
conquest was happily effected with the loss on the 
part of the British of only seventeen men killed, 
and about fifty wounded.* 

This gallant and successful enterprise completed 
the entire conquest of the French possessions in the 
West Indian Islands; and the primary view.s and 
declarations of the British ministers 'verc thus won- 
derfully, and I believe unexpectedly, realized by 
.British energy and valour. Happy, if the scene 
had shut at this period, and no envious cloud over- 
cast the close of a campaign, the opening and 
progress of which had shone with so bright a lustre 
in the eyes of all Europe ! 


* From a return found .'imong (Jeneral Collot’.*; papers, 
it appeared that the number of French troop.s in (iuadaloupc 
was .'>877- 
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But now it was that the measure of reducing 
the army at the outset of the expedition, began to 
manifest those unhappy consequences, which it 
was then predicted would ensue from it. In al- 
lotting garrisons for the security of the several 
islands which had surrendered, the deficiency of 
troops for that purpose was at once obvious and 
alarming. It was discovered that the mortality 
had been so great (more from sickness, the never- 
failing effect of extraordinary exertion in tropical 
climates, than the sword of the enemy), as to have 
reduced the ranks to nearly onc-half their original 
numbers ; and of the troops which remained alive, 
a very large proportion were so worn 'down by 
unremitting fatigue, as to be rendered absolutely 
incapable of efficient service. Unfortunately, the 
numerous enterprises in which the British forces 
were engaged, and especially the fatal, and never 
enough to be lamented, attempt on. St. Domingo, 
left it not in the power of the king’s ministers to 
send such a reinforcement to the Windward Islands 
as the occasion required. 

So early, however, as the 22d of March, four 
regiments, consisting of 2,377 men, had sailed from 
Cork for Barba^oes. Tney were intended indeed 
for St. Domingo, but authority was given to General 
Sir Charles Grey to detain two of them, if circum- 
stances should render it necessary, to serve under 
his own command in the Windward Islands. 

These regiments arrived at Barbadoes on the 
5th of May, and the General detained the eight 
battalion companies of the 35th, one of the four 
regiments, but observing the extreme anxiety which 
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the British minister expressed in his dispatches for 
prosecuting the enterprise against St. T )omingo, ami 
trusting (as he writes) “ that eflectual care would 
be taken at home to prevent the enemy in the con- 
quered islands receiving assistance from Europe,” he 
replaced those battalion companies with eight flank 
companies from his own army, which was thus ra- 
ther diminished than augmented by the exchange.* 
From this period, the tide which had hitherto 
flowed with so rapid and prosperous a current, be- 


* I'hese flank companies proceeded first to Jamaica^ and 
from thence to Port au Prince; and nothing can afford a 
more striking demonstration of the sad consequence of tro- 
pical warfare, than the account which has been given of this 
reinforcement on its arrival at the place of its destination. 
On the 8th of June, eight fiank companies belonging to 
the 2^d, '24th, 35th, and 41st regiments, arrived at Port au 
Prince, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Lenox. 
They consisted, on their embarkation, of about seventy men 
each, but the aggregate number, when landed, was not 
quite three hundred. The four grenadier companies, in 
particular, were nearly annihilated. The frigate in which 
they were conveyed became a house of pestilence. Up- 
wards of one hundred of their number were buried in the 
deep, in the short passage between Guadaloupc and Ja- 
maica, and one hundred and fifty more were left in a dying 
state at Port Royal. The wretched remains of the whole 
detachment discovered, on their landing at Port au Prince, 
that they came not to participate in the glories of conquest, 
but to perish themselves within the walls of an hospital ! 
So rapid was the mortality of the British army, after their 
arrival, that no less than forty officers, and upwards of 
six hundred rank and file, met an untimely death, without 
'' a contest with any other enemy than sickness, in tlie short 
space of two months after the surrender of the town." 

Historical Survey of St. Domingo, Chap. xi. p. 174 
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gaii to run in a. contrary directio^. The sicknefii. 
which had for 'SOme time jirevailed av the arnpy 
tyas become exaiperated to pestilence. Tfic trooi)s 
sunk under it ia great numbers; and among its 
most distinguished victims was Major-general 
pundas, thp governor of GuadalOUpe, On the 
4tli of June 'the commander in chief (being at 
that time with the admiraj, inspecting the state of 
St. Chri?ltophdFs) received, the. melancholy ac- 
count of this gallant officer’s death, and caily on 
the morning of the 5th further intt'lligencc arrived, 
which rend^cd his loss at that juncture doubly 
affiictimg. This was nodiing loss than the very 
unexpected information, that a fiench arinuuidnt 
of considerable force was, at thaf inwnent. Off 
Point a JVtrc ' 

On receipt of this intelligonce the admiral made 
Jinmediale sail for Grradjttoupe, and arrived thcic 
on the afternoon of the 'Tlh, and h^^ving put the 
commander in chief ashore at Passe iTerrC, he pro- 
ceeded with the ships to Point a Petre ; but foujSd'*' 
that the enemy had not made good their 
landing, hut had also forced Port fjeur ^'Ep4( 
on tho preceding day, attd;, were actballyln pos- 
session of the tojvn, and die forts by whi^i it was> 
ilcfended. They had likewise secured their ship- 
ping at safe aiwjhors^ in , the harbour. It, yiis 
now di^covcrud'that tbts armament consisted of two 

fi%ate&. a cof^tte, two large ships flute, 

aiul two other vessels ; having Wougfet wlh tteih 
.1500 regular troops.* • 

^ , r ^ V 

T)ib nrmaipent froib Roohfopt 0|| tile ^25tli of April 

M i . 
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The success of the French on this occasion was niAP, 
the more surprising, as there was ;:t this time in 
Cruadaloupe a larger proportion of liritish troops ' 
than in either of the other conquered islands; it 
is asserted by a respectable author, wlio colic cteJ 
liis observations on the scene of action, that the 
j)rogress of the enemy was greatly accelerated hy 
the misconduct of several of the French royalists 
then .'in the fort, a party of whom (inisinforineJ 
perhaps as to the real number of the invaders) 
offered their services to sally on the besiegers, and 
marched out for that purpose, under the com- 
mand of (yaptain Dowall of tlie 4ocl, but on 
approaching the enemy they were panic slrucA, 
and deserted to the town* Thirty of them only 
out of 140 returned to Fleur d'Kp6c witli (’ap- 
tain JMM)owal. The British merchants and 
sailors from llie tovvn of Point a l^etre, had throu-n 
themselves into this fort to co-operate with the 
V- gai risou* This little band, under the comuiand 
of Lieutcnant-Colortel, Drummond of the forty- 
third regiment, did afl d«at gallant njcn could do; 
twice .they repulsed the assailants ; but the l^ench 
royalists yij^ho rerriained in the furl, ccaicciving the i 
vain hoj)e of obtaining mercy for themsc'lves by 
a surrender, insi'^tcd at length that the gates 
should be thrown open. This \^as no ^oon(*r 
done, than the enemy poured in from all sides, 

^ud the few surviving British soldiers (not more 
than 40 in number) were obliged to make the 
best retreat |^icy could to Fort Louis. This 

^ Ucv. Coojljftf W'illyuuis, chaplaiu to the Boyiic* 

" ‘ ^ IJ n 
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place i 30 t bc/irig tenable after the loss of Fleur 
d’Ep^e, was soon abandoned by them, and they 
crossed over to Basse Terre."*^ 

The commander in chief, the moment the 
strength of the enemy was ascertained, had trans*- 
mitted orders to the commanders in the diflereni 
islands to send from thence wiiatever force could 
be spared; and the legislature of St. Christopher, 
immediately on receiving notice of the enemy’s 
appearance, raised a considerable body of volun- 
teers at the expence of the colony, and dispatched 
them, with great expedition, to co-operate in this 
important scrvice. 

* 'I’lie celebrated Brigadier General Arnold, being on i)usl- 
nc‘ V ot a mercantile nature at Point a Petre, ^as captured at 
ihc time the place fell into the luinds of the republicans, and, 
being apprehensive of ill treatment, changed his name to An- 
derson. He was put on board a prison-ship in the harbour, 
and had considerable property in cash with him, of whichj \i 
19 supposed, Kreinont and V'^ictor Hugues were informed, a-* 
he received an intimation from one of the French sentries 
Jhat he was known, and would soon be guillotined. On this 
alarming intelligence, he determined to attempt an escape, 
which he effected in the follow ing manner : At night he Itivver- 
ed into the sea a cask conta’ ling clothes and valuablcvs, witli 
a direction on it, that if it floatcil to the shore of our camp 
at Berull.e, it might be known, and resUircd to him he then 
lowered down liis cloak-bag to a small raft which he had 
prepared, on which also he got himself, and }»roceeded to a 
small canoe, in which he pushed for the British Hect, direct- 
rd by the admiral’s lights. On liis making towards ihc 
mouth of the the harbour, he was challenged by the French 
row-guard, but by the darkness of the night escaped from 
them, and arrived on board the Boyne by four o’clock on 
Monday morning, the SOth of June. 

See the Rev. Cooper Willyams’s Account of the Cam- 
paign in the West Indies, 
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All the force that could be thus oljtaiuul, hr- (h a* 
iug at length collected at Basse Terre, deUcii- 
inents were landed on the side of Fort Fleur 
d’Ep^c, and many skirmishes took place wilt, the ^ 
enemy, between the I9ih of June and the begin- 
ning of July, the particulars of which it is not 
necessary to relate. The weather was now be 
come insupportably hot, and the tropical rains 
being already set in_j the General detcrnun-cd !o 
make an effort to tinisli the campaign at ahlov. . 

It was planned that a large body of troops, und* i 
iirigadicr (jrcnciai Symes, should maich duiitr:. 

the night, and make themselves masters of 
Morne government and the other commanding 
heights round the town of Point a Fetre ; die 
General himself, at the head of the rest of his 
army, remaining in readiness on tb.c heights of 
.Mascot, to storm Fort Fleur d’Ei)6c, on receivin.g 
a signal from the brigadier: the failure of thus 
cnlerprize was a fatal circumstance; and many 
animadversions having been made on the ctjndnet 
of it, I >hall I'ccile t!ie particular^ in fiejnin! 

Grey’s own words : Ou the eve ning of the I.^t 
instant Brigadier General Symes marched iioiii 
Morne Mascot willi the Isl battalion of girr .- 
diers, the 1st and 2d battalions of light iiiihntiv, 
and the 1st battalion of seamen commanded by 
Ca})tain Robertson, to attack the town ol Puinr 
‘■a Petre before day-break on the 2d instant; bni 
being misled by their guides, the troops entered 
the town at the part where they were most e:<- 
posed to the enemy's cannon and small arms, 

' and Avhereit w^as not possible to scale the widF 

H il 2 
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CHAP. “ of the fort ; in con.sequence of wliicli, they i-uf- 
“ fered considerfd)!y from round and "iape-sh<)t, 
ir-u. <£ together with siuidl arms fired from tJic liouscq 
“ See. and a retreat became imavoidahis.” It gives 
me great concern^ observes the general, to add, that 
Brigadier- General Synies nas wounded and that 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gomiu, and some other merito- 
rious officers, were killed on this attack, as was also 
Captain Robertson of the navy, a valuable officer, 
and whose death was a groat loss to the service.'*^ 
The meditated attack on Fort Fleur d’Kp(5c 
being thus rendered abortive, and the British 
troops so reduced or debilitated as to be absolutely 
unfit for further exertion, (exposed as they ^verti 
to the sun and the rains) it was resolved, at a con- 
sultation held on the 3d, between the commander 
Jii chief and the adnnral, to relinquisli all further 
attempts for the present on Grand Teirc; and to 
remove the artillery and stores, and to reinforce, 
with the troops, the posts in Basse Terre. TIjIs 
determination, dictated by a necessity which left 

^ Brigadier- General Synies died of his wounds a siiort 
time afterwards; ej^clusive ni whonn, the total Joss of the 
llritisJi in this unfortunate affair, and some preceding attaeKs, 
is stated as iVdIows: 

1 lieutenant-colonel, 4 captains,, 7 lieutenants, 7 serjcanf>^ 
‘4j|if^winiers, 91 rank and f’le, killed; 1 major, U raj^faiiis, 7 
lieutenants, 13 Serjeants, 8 drummers, ^298 rank and lile, 
ijgpundcd; 1 serjeant, 3 drummers, rat»k and file, 

One of the French frigates in the harbour did great exiv 
tion, killing 8 ofliters and 36 privates of the light infantry 
by a single discharge of grape shot. They were unfortunately 
drawn uji ia a street, which was cflccti^lly commanded by 
her giwis. 
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no alU-niative, was carried into eflect without loss, ('hvp 
on tlie niiflit of t!ic 5th. “ I now ’ said the eeiie- 
ral in hi.s letter of the yth, “ occupy with my whole 
“force, the ground between St. Johns Point and 
“ Bay Mahault, and liaving erected batteries with 
“ 24-pounders, and morter batteries, at Point Saron 
“ and l^jiiit St.John, opposite to the town of I’oiiit 
“a l\'tre, my situation gives peit'ect seomily to 
“ Basse Terre.” 

Many arrangements, howe.ver, were yet to bo 
made for the maintenance of this position during 
l!ie approaching hurricane months, and until a re- 
inforcement should arrive Ifoin Great Britain. 

These being at length eompletesl, the general em- 
barked on board the Boyne, and saileil lor St. 

Pierre in the island of Martinique, where he es- 
tablished his head-quarter.s, leaving Biigadier 
(iraham to eonnnand in his :d)sence at Basse 

'’I'’ 

1 en (\ 

^riic he;i(]-(|uarters of the Ihitisli army in Ciia- 
claloiipci were at camp iJcrville, wliich was placed 
oil roijimanclins irrouiul ; tlanked bv the sea on 
ofie side, and on the othcT by an iInj)a^sid>lc mo- 
rass. About a mile on the rear w\s a nairovv 
pass, by >Ahich alone the camp could be ap- 
proached, and in front was the river Sall6c, on the 
furthermost banks of which stands the town of 
Point a Petre; but the situation of this cncatiip- 
menl, so favourable in other respects, pwoved to 
be, in the highest dci];rec, unhealthful. The bane- 

cifects of the climate at this season ot the 
year were aggravated by putrid exhalations tioni 
th(‘ nciMhbouriug swamps, and a dreadful niorta- 
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cnA.r. lity ensued among the troops. By the middle of 
August, the numbers on the sick list constituted 
17^1. the majority of the camp. During the month of 
September, the army was inadequate to the suppiv 
of guards for the different batteries. Several com- 
panies could not produce a single man fit for duty ; 
and the 43d regiment could not even afford acorporal 
and three men, for the protection of their own camp 
in the night. 

In order, therefore, to keep up the appearance 
of force in front of the enemy, the different islands 
w’ere completely drained of troops, and a body of 
Frenrli royalists were selected to perform military 
iluty at the post of Gabarre; where they conducted 
themselves with much spirit and fidelity. 

The commissioner from the French conven- 
tion, and now commander in chief of the French 
troops in Guadaloupe, was Victor Hugues, a man 
of whom I shall hereafter have frequent occasion 
to speak. It is sufficient in this place to observe, 
that though his name has since become proverbial 
for every species of outrage and cruelty, he was not 
deficient either in courage or capacity. Observ. 
ing how severely his own troops, as well as ours, 
suffered from the climate, he conceived the pro- 
ject of arming in his service as many blacks and 
mulattoes as he could collect. These men, in- 
ured to the climate, and having nothing to lose, 
flocked to his standard in great numbers, and were 
soon brought into some degree of order and dis- 
cipline. With the co-operation of these auxili- 
aries, apprized at the same time of the debilitated 
state of the British army, the fVench commissioner 
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determined to attack tlie British camp at Cerville. ciiai-. 
For this purpose, on Saturday the 26th of Scptctn- 
her, he embarked a large body of troops in small 
vessels, which passing our ships of war iinpei- 
> cived, under cover of a dark night, made gooth 
their landing in two detachments; the one at 
Croyave, the other at Bay iNIahault. 7'lie iletach- 
■nent which took possession of tlie place last men- 
tioned, immediately marched to CJaharre, in the 
view- of surrounding the French royalists stationed 
there, and it vvas willi great diiliculty that they 
escaped to Berville. The oilier dctochincnt which 
iiad landed at (royave, began its march to J\ii) 

Boiirg. Lieut. Col. Drummond, of the 43cl regi- 
ment, with some convalescents from tlic liospital, 
and a party of royalists, advanced to meet tbom, 
but perceiving their great superiority, found it ad- 
visable to retreat; and they took post at a hatleiy 
■pon the shore, called Point Bacchus, wheie how- 
ever they were soon surrounded, and the wlioie 
party made prisoners. By the posses.sion of tiii ' 
post, the enemy entirely cut off all communication 
between the British camp and shipping. Tliip,' 
then proceeded to possess themselves of die neigh- 
ijouring heights, and formed a junction with the 
other detaciiment which had landed at Bay Ma- 
hault : liy this means the camp at Berville was 
comp-lctely invested hy land; its whole stiength, 
including the sick and convalescent, consisted ct 
no more than two hundred and fifty regular troop‘, 
and three hundred royalists. All that coinage, 
perseverance, and despair could effect, was per- 
formed hy the united esertions of thi. guiiaai: 
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baud. In the first attack on the morniii‘5 of the 
29th, after a conflict of three hourS; the lepubli- 
cans were defeated with great loss. They were 
again repulsed in two subsequent attacks, on the 
'i)Oth of the same month and thr 1th of October. 
But their numbers continually increasing, and the 
manifest impossibility of opening a communica- 
tion with the British fleet, depiiving the garrison 
of all proper succour, General Graham, on the 
representation of his officers, consented on the Gth 
of October to send a flag to the Trench coininis- 
sioner, offering to capitulate. Towards the Bri- 
tish, the terms granted by the enemy were suffi- 
ciently liberal, but the condition demanded for the 
French royalists, that they should be treated as 
British subjects, was declared inadmissible; all 
the favour that could be obtained for them, was 
the sanction of a covered boat, in which twenty- 
five of their officers escaped to the Boyne. The 
rest of the miserable royalists, upwards of 300 in 
number, were left a sacrifice to the vengeance of 
their republican enemies. Finding themselves ex- 
cluded from the capitulation, they solicited per- 
mission to endeavour to cut their way through the 
enemy, an attempt which must have ended only in 
the destruction both of themselves and the British. 
There was a faint hope entertained, however, that 
Victor Hughes (whose character was not at that 
time -sufficiently developed) would relent on their 
surrender. In this expectation, however, these 
unfortunate people were cruelly disappointed, and 
their sad fate ca^tnot be recorded without indig- 
nation and horror. The republicans erected a 



WAR IN THE WEST INDIES. 


• 17.1 

guiHotinc, with wliich they struck oiT the he;i(!s 
of fifty of them in the short space of an liour. 

TJiis mode of proceeding, howevc;, proving too 
tedious for their impatient revenge ; the o niaiiider 
of these unhappy men were fettered to each utlier,- - 
and placed on the brink of one of the trenches 
which they had so gallantly defended : flu; repiil)- 
licaiis tlien drew up some of their undisciplined 
recruits in front, who firing an irregular volley at 
their miserable victims, killed some and >.voiiiide<l 
others: leaving many, in all |>ro!juhilily, nn-- 
touched : the weight, however, of tlie !'ormci' 
drajiced the rest into the ditch, uhero the liviiv^r. 
the uoiaidc^.l, and the dead, shared the sa[)i{j 
grave; the soil lK‘ing instantly thronn in u[) 0 ]i 
them.* 

Thus was the uliolc of this (ri lilc country (ihr' 
single fortress of Mafilda excepted) restoi'ed tn 
the power of iM'ance, and placed under tlic deno 
niination of a revengeful and remorseless deiiiu- 
craev. <ieneral Prescott, who commaiulcd tlie 
INIatilda Port, sustained a long and most harahsiiic. 
siege, from the 14th of (.)ctol)er to tlie lOlh ot 
December. His condiK:t throughout, a.s well 
that of the officci s ami men under his command, 
was above all praise. He maintained Ids position 
until the tort was no longer tenable, and fiaving 
no other means of saving his reduced and cs- 
liausted garrison from the swoid, he w-as obliged 
at length to abandon it by .silent evaeuation. 

'i'hree line of battle .-jhijis had indeed arrived in tl-e 


^ Rev. Cooper Wili\amb’s account of the canipiil- n, cite. 
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CHAP, interim from Great Britain, but they came only to 
-w' behold tlie triumph of the enemy. With lliis ad- 
i79i. verse stroke of fortune, closed the campaign of 
1794: its career for a while was glorious beyond 
- example ; and if the very unhappy measure of re- 
ducing the number of the troops at the outset 
had not taken effect, or if, as soon as the news of 
the capture of Martinico had i cached England, a 
strong reinforcement had been sent to ihe scene of 
action, it cannot be doubted that (Juadaloupe 
would have still continued in possession of the 
English, and the page of history remained unde- 
filed with those dreadful recitals of revolt, devasta- 
tion, and massacre, which I shall soon have the 
painful task of recording, to the shame and ever- 
lasting dishonour of the French character, and 
the disgrace of human nature. Our gallant com- 
manders were fortunate, in being allowed to. with- 
draw' in time from an atmosphere polluted by 
such enormities. W'orn down by constant exer- 
tion both of body and mind, assailed by an un • 
principled faction with the basest calumnies, and 
oppressed by the melancholy and daily prospect of 
a gal’ant army perishing of disease, they were 
happily relieved from intinile anxiety by the ap- 
pearance of the reinforcement before mentioned, 
in which arrived Gen. Sir John Vaughan and 
Vice-Admiral Caldwell ; to the former of whom 
Sir Charle.s (irey, and to the latter Sir John Jervis, 
surrendered their respective commands, and on ffie 
27th of November sailed for Great Britain.' 
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CHAP. IV'. 

Savage Indignities of Victor Hiigucs to the rermim 
of General Dundas. — His unprecedented Cruelty 
to his British Prisoners. — Meditates Hostilities 
against the other Islands. 

I'nK first measure of the French commissioner, 
oil taking possession of Fort Matilda, displayed 
in the strongest manner the baseness and ferocity 
of his character. The body of Major-General 
Dundas had been buried within the walls of that 
fortress, and a stone placed over it with a suitable 
inscription. This humble meinorial. which a 
generous enemy, in every civilized [lart of the 
earth, would have held .'-acied, was immediately 
destroyed by orders of this savage despot, and the 
remains of the deceased hero dug up and thrown 
into tlie river Gallion. This mean and cowardly 
display of imd'eclual \cugeance, \v;is made the 
subject of boasting and triumph in a public piocla- 
luation, worthy only of its author.* 

* 8o inuch liJis be<*n beard of Victor II up ihrit. it Jiiay 
be agrecidile to tbe reatitT to be informed of lii^’ oiih^io and 
early purbuits. lie was born of nnean parents in some part 
of old FranoCj and was placed out when a boy, i»s an aftprt-u- 
fAce to a hair-dresser. In that occupation lu; went orii^inaby 
to (iiiailalonpe, where he was nftciWanis known a'> a pthy 
innkeeper at Basse Terre Failing; in tliat pursuil, lie became 
master of a small trading; vesse’, and at length was pnmmtctl 
to a lieutenancy in tlic French navy. Being distinguished 
fur his activity in the French Revolution, he wad aftcrwarihs 
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CHAP. The miseries of war seem, indeed, to have been 
wantonly aggravated by this man, to an extent 
never known among the rudest and most barbarous 
nations. In the village of' Petit Bourg lay many 
'sick aVid wounded British soldiers, who had been 
taken prisoners with Colonel Drummond at Point 
BacOhiis. These unhappy men made an humble 
application to Victor Ungues for medical assist- 
ance and fresh provisions. Their petition was an- 
swered by a death-warrant. The vindictive con- 
queror, instead of considering them as objects of 
mercy and relief, caused the whole nuniber in the 
hospital, and among them it is said “ many women 
“ and some children,” to be indiscriminately mur- 
dered by the bayonet ; a proceeding so enormously 
wicked, is, I believe, without a precedent in the 
annals of human depravity.* 

After such conduct towards men who were in- 
capable of making either resistance or escape, it 
may well be supposed that revenge was not tardy 

deputed, tlirough the influence of Roliespierre, to whose 
party be was stron«;ly attached, to the National Assembly. 
In 1794 he obtained the appointment of Commissioner at 
Guadaloupe^ with controliu^ powers over the commanders 
of the army and navyj and proved himself in every respect 
worthy of his great patron and exemplar, being nearly »as sa- 
vage, remorseless, and bloody, as Kobespierre himself. 

♦ 1 am unwilling to give this anecdote to the public 
without quoting niy authority. I relate it on the testimony 
of the Kev. Cooper VVillyaujs, chaplain of the Boyne, who 
quotes Colonel Drummond himself, and it is confirmed by a 
declaration drawn up by General Vaughan and Vice-Admi- 
ral CaldwelF. Colonel Drummond himself was confined to a 
prison ship, and by particular orders from V^ictor IJugncs, to 
swab the decks like the meanest seamen. 
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in the pursuit of its victims among tiio inhabitants chap 
of the country. To be accused of acuons, or sus- 
pectcd of principles, hostile ton ai ds the new go- 
vernmcnl, was to be com it ted of treason. Ac- 
cordingly, persons of all conditions, without re- 
spect to se.'c or age, were sent daily to the guil- 
lotine by this inexorable tyrant, and theif execution 
was commonly performed in sight of the British 
])iistmers. 

Victor Hugnes, having taken these and other 
measures for securing their puiet possession of 
(iuadaloupe, determined in the next place (his 
force being inadequate to a regular attempt 
against any of the other islands) to adopt a sys- 
tem of hostility against some of them, which, 
though well suited to his character and disposi- 
tion, was not less outrageous anil sanguinary than 
unprecedented among civilized states. To this 
end he directed his lirst attention towards Grena- 
da and St. Vincent’s, expecting to find in each of 
those islands, adherent.s fit for the project which 
he meditated. ******** w * 
^** ■***.* ******* 

* * * * * * -K ^ -X- It: 

^ 


'f N. — At this intervstin.i^ period the histfiry closes - 

Death abruptly terminates the author’s iah'ours. 


i^nnUU b’j 7 '. 







